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His Excellency the Right Hon’ble VicTOi Almawdee George Robert 
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6. Legislative. 
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4. Jails. 

5. Ecclesiastical. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter, C.I.E., in charge of the 
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Deputy-President. 

Babu SuRENDRA Nath Ray. 


Secretary to the Council — C. Tindall, C.I.E., I.C.S. 
Deputy Secretary — A. M. Hutctiison. 

Assistant Secretary to the Council — K. N. Majumdar. 
Registrar to the Council — J. W. McKay. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Addy, Babu Aniulya Dhone, (Bengal National Chambt'r of (\nnmerce.) 
Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur fDueea City (Muhauiiuadan). ) 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Einaduddin. [liajshahi South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasiinuddin. [ Palma (Muhammadan). ] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Azaharuddin, [Bakargaiij West (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi liafi Uddin [Jessore South (Muhammadan). | 

Ahmed, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. [Dinajinir (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Mi. M. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).) 

Ahmed, Munshi Jafar. [Noakhali (Muhammadan), j 
Aley, Mr. S, Mahlx)ob. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Muksood. [ BarrackjX)re Munici])al (Muhammadan).] 
Ali, Mr. S\ed Erfan. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Syed Nasim. [LM-Pargaiias Kural (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Munshi Amir. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Munshi Ayub, [(diitlagong (Muhammadan).] 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. [Dacca East lUiral (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 


B 

Band, Mr. R. N. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath. [Minister, 24-Pargana8 
Municipal (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Abinash ('haiidra. [Birbhum ( Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bhattacharji, Babu Hem Chandra. (Nominated Non-official — Labour- 
ing Claases.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M. [Mymensingh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

Carey, Mr. W. L. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBEES 


viii 

Chaudliuri, KLaii Bahadur Maulvi Ilafizar Rahman. [Bogra ( 
madaii ) . ] 

(Jhatidliuri, Muulvi Shah Muhammad. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri (Muham^ 
inadan).] 

(yhaudliun, Rai Ilareiidraiiath. [24-Parganaa Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

(Ihaudlniri, Sir AHiitosh. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuii, the Ilon’hle the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

[MiiiiHier, Mymeii.singh East (Muhammadan).] 

Colieii, Mr. J). J, [Calciilta South (Ventral (Non-Muhammadan).] 
(’olvin, Mr. 0. ]>. (Bengal (-hamber of Commerce.) 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Tea Ansociation.) 

(hirrie, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

0 

Das, Bubu Bhismudev. (Nominated Non-official — Depressed Classes.) 
Dus, Mr. S. R. [('alcutta North-West (Non-Muliamniadaii). ] 

Das (hipia, Itai Baluulur Nibaran Chandra. [Bakarganj North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

De, Bahu Faiiindrahd. [Ilooghly cum Howrah Rural (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

DeLisle, Mr. J. A. [Dacca and Chittagong (Euroi)ean).] 

Donald, Mr. J. (NominahHl Official.) 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari IjuI. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Duit, Mr. Ajoy (•hunder. [Bankura Eiist (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Ilaridhan. [Calcutta North Centnil (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Dutta, Balm Annada Charan. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 
DuUu, Bahu Indu Bhushan. [TipjK^ra (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Duval, Mr. H. P, (Nominated Official.) 

E 

Emerson, Mr, T, (Nominated Official.) 

F 

Faroqui, Mr. K. 0. M. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European)*] 
French, Mr. F. C. (Nominated Official.) 

0 

Ohatak, Rai Bahadur Nilmani. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ohose, Mr. 1). C. [24-Pargau(w Rural South (Non-Muhammadon).] 




ALPHABETICAL LIST OE MEMBERS. 




Ohoseu Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. (Calcutta University.) 
Goode^Mr. S. W. (Nominated Official.) 

H 

Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. [Khulna (Muhuiuinadan). ] 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. [Tipjx^ra (Muhaimnadaii). J 
Hindley, Mr. C. 1). M. (Nominated Official.) 

Huntingford, Mr. G. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Iluq, Maulvi Ekramul. [ Mursliidahad (Muhammadan).] 

Hus.sain, Maulvi Md. Madassur. [Burdwan Division Noflh (Muham- 
madan).] 


J 

James, Mr R. IT. L. l.angford. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
*lanah, Balm Sara! Chandra. [MidnaiJore South (Non-Muhammadan)-) 

K 

Karim, Maulvi, Fazlal. [Bakarganj, South (Muhammadan).] 

Kerr, the Ilon’hle Sir John. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Khaitan, Balm Devi IVosad. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Khan, Babu Delnuidra LiJ. [Midnajiore Nortli (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. [Rungjmr East (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Rafi(|ue Uddin. [Mymensingh East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Khan, Mr. Hazaur Rahman. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ershad Ali. [Rajshahi 
North (Muhammadan).] 


L 

Lang, Mr. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Law, Baja Reshee Case. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

M 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the Hon’ble. (Member, Eiecu« 
live Council.) 

Makramali, Munshi. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

lallik, Babu Surendra Nath. [(Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

M(>A1nin. Mr. M. G. (Nominated Officiftl \ 



t 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBERS. 


Mitra, llai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. [Hooghly Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan).] f 

Mittcr, the Hon’hle Mr. P. C. (Minister, Presidency Landholders.) > 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Morgan, Mr. (i. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Muir, Mr. R. II. (Bengal ChamW erf Commerce.) 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. [Hooghly cum Howrah Rural (Non- 
Muhamrnadan).] 

Mukherjee, Babu Nilya Dhon. [Hooghly Municipalities (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Mukherji, Professor S. C. (Nominated Non-official—The Indian 
Christian (Community. ) 

Mukho])adhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South (Non-Muliam- 
madan).] 

Mullick, Babu Nirode Behary. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muhara- 
inadan).] 


N. 

Nakey, Mirza Muhammad Ali. [24-pHrganas Municipal South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem (Chandra. [v4-ParganaM Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 


P 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul dubbar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radlia Charan. [Calcutta Etist (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Parrott, Mr. Percy. 

Ihaldar, Babu Keshoram. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Pugh, Colonel A. J. [1 Residency and Burdwan (European).] 

R 

Rae, Mr. W. R. [Presidency and Burdwan (Euro[)ean).] 

Raheem, Mr. Abdur, (Nominated Non-official.) 

Rahim, the Ilon’ble Sir Abd-ur-. (Meml)er, Executive Council.) 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [dalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Aklur. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Bhal)endra Chandra. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surendnv Nath. [Deputy-President, 24-Pargana8 Municipal 
South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhwreswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


xi 


Ray, Rai Bahadur Fpei^dra Lai. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Bay (i^audhuri, Babu Brojendra Kishor. (Ihaera Landholders.) 

^ay Cnaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. (Nominated Non-official — 
Labouring Classes.) 

Ray Choudhurv, Raja Manmatha Nath. [Mymen.singh West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Rishi, Babu Rasik Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan). J 
Roy, Babu Jogeiidra Krishna. fFaridjmr South (Non-Muhammudan). ] 
Roy, Babu Jogeiidra Nath. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan), j 
Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Maharaja Baliadui Kshaiinish Chandra. [Nadia (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

]ioy, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. J. N. (Nominated flfficial.) 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Bengal Mahajan Saliha.) 

Roy, Rai Baliadur l^alit Mohan Singh. (Biiidwan Landholders.) 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. [Buidwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan). J 

8 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdus, [Je.ssore North (Muliammiulan).] 
Sarkar, Babu Jogesh (Jiaiidra. [ Raiigjmr (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan). 
Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan). 
Skinner, Mr. II. E. (Bengal ChamlHU- of ('ommerce.) 

Spry, Mr. H. E. (Nominated Official.) 

Stark, Mr. H. A. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Stejiheiiscm, Mr. H. L. (Member, Executive (\nincil.) 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. [Dacca West Rural (Muhammmlan). ] 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. [Ilooghly cm / a Howrah Municifml (Muham- 
madan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. [Burdwan Division South 
(Muhammadan).] 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. (Nominated Official.) 

T 

Travers, Mr. W. L. [Rajshahi (European).] 

W 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. (Nominated Official.) 
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^THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of the Ninth Session.) 

VOLUME IX. 

Proooedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council CliamWr in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Monday, the 23rd August, 1922, at 3 i*.m. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hon’hle the four Menilx'rs 
of the Executive C-ouncil, the Ilon'hle the three Ministers, and 98 
nominated and elected members. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

The DEPUTY'PRESIDENT (Babu Burendra Nath Ray): (lentle- 

men, in accordance with the provisions of rule 3 of the Bengal Ixjgis- 
lative Council, 1920, the following niemljers are nominated to form a 
iwnel of four Chairmen, viz., Mr. I,ungford .lames, Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Hacj and Rai Mahendra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur. Unless otherwise ordered, the senior meml)er among 
them present in the above order will preside over the deliborationa of 
this Council during my absence. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers ware given). 

Immovable properties of Government servants. 

•I. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Ilon’hle 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state whether there is any standing rule for every Government employee 
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[23rd Atjg. 


to gubmit a list of all immovable properties owned or managed by that 
official in different districts of the Province in which ha is or(iinarily 
employed f 

(h) If SO, is the rule obligatory also on the Hon^ble the Members of 
the Executive Council and the Hon’ble the Ministers? 

(c) Is it true that the Hoirble the Member in charge of the excluded 
area has extensive properties in some of the excluded districts? 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Hon’ble Meml)ers and the Ilon’ble Ministers have filed lists of their 
immovable properties in the Province? 

(e) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of getting 
such lists for information and reference? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(r) Yes, 

{(I) and (e) Do not arise. 


Steps against brothels. 

Ml. Rai LALIT MOHAN*SINCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Have the 
Government in the IN)lice Department considered whether more legisla- 
tion is necessary to empower the police to prevent houses from becoming 
brothels ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
against procurers, landlords having prostitute tenants and gliariwallas 
who frequent the houses of ill-fame? 

(c) Arc the Government contemplating de<’laring the following areas 
as public thoroughfares, namely, (liitpore Road, from Machua Bazar to 
Bagbazar, Sonagachi, Garanhatta, Joy Mitter Street, and llarkatta 
Gully of Bowbazar? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) and (h) The subject is under consideration. 

(c) No; such declarations are made on the recommendation of the 
Cor|>oration which considered but disapproved proposals to declare 
Ohitpore Road and Joy Mitter Street as public thoroughfares in 1921. 

Professor of Phirmooology in School of Tropical Medicine. 

Mil. Dr. JATINORA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejiartment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the academic qualifications of the present Professor of 
Pharmacology in the School of Tropical Medicine? 
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(b) What were his oriffinal contj-ibutions in the domain of Pharma- 
cology before his appointment? 

^ (c) What have been the nature of his researches and contributions 
to medical journals since the appointment ? 

(d) Was this post openly advertised in the press? 

(e) If not, was the selection confined to the officers of the Indian 
Medical Service only ? 

(/) If so, what were the special reasons which led the Oovernment 
to appoint the present Professor of Pharmacology? 

SURGEON-GENERAL with the GOVERNMENT of BENGAL 
(Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. Wilson): M.A.; U.A. (Natural Science 

Tripos) (Cantab.) ; M. I). ; P.(\ (Cantab.). 

(h) (1) Research work under Professor Dixon in Cambridge on the 
action of various drugs. 

{2) Awarded the M.D. of Cambridge for the work on the Action 
of exjiectorant with spcial ref<‘rence to cilia.'* 

(c) (1) Published “ The Thera|)eutic8 of Emetine in the Indian 
Medical (7a:ette in July, 1922. 

(2) R(*search work has lH*en done on — 

(j) Punarnava, 

(n) Shiga and other toxins, 

(Hi) Cinchona alkaloids, and 
(iv) Emetine. 

(d) No. 

(c) Yes, in accordance with the despatch of Secretary of State dated 
the 5th May, 1916. 

(/) Major Chopra was s]>e('ially wdected for and ap]>ointed to the post 
by the (tovernment of India, before the School of Tropical Medicine 
was provincialized. lie was recommended for the a|>|K)intment by 
Profe.Hsor Dixon as he was eminently fitted for this ajiiKiintmeni. 


Reduction of staff on District Oflloers being relieved of duties of 
Chairmen of District Boards. 

NV. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government Ik? 
pleased to state in which of the districts the District Magistrates have 
been relieved of their duties as Chairmen of District Boards? 

(6) What reductions, if any, in the staff of officers have been or aie 
being made on this account? 
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hofi’Me Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) In all 

districts except Darjeeling. 

(b) No reduction is |msible. The District Magistrate as Chairman 
of the District Board carried on District Board work through the 
Board’s staff. 


Loans to District Boards for water-supply. 

•V. Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINGH ROY; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Ministej in charge of the Dejxirtment of Local Self-Oovemment be 
[Jeased to state whether, according to the resolution which was moved 
by Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra in this (Council on the 24th of November, 
1921, and which was accepted in its amended form by the Government, 
any provision has been made in the current year’s budget for loans or 
grants to the district loards for water-supply? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative will the Government 
be i)leased to state what sum has Wn iwovided in the budget? 

(c) What amount has lH‘en allotted to the Burdwan municijrality , 
and the district board of Burdwan ? 

The Hcn’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (h) No 

provision for grants has been made. It is not practicable for Govern- 
ment to accept liability for the iniprovenuuit of rural water-supply. 
The iirovision of an adeijuale supply is not iiniiossible if the cost, like 
the need, is strictly localized. 

Loans are provided for certain irrigation works, which it may be 
jKissible to utilizi^ for replenishing tank supplies. This matter of tank 
supplies is reccMving the sinvial attention of the anti-malarial branch. 

{(') Bro vision for a loan of Its. 35,000 to the Burdwan municipality 
has Ikkui made. 


Statistioo of ohotera. 

•VI. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Ik^iwirtment of Local Self-Government 
l)e jdeased to state whether any figures are available showing the 
numlHU- of cholera cases in the different districts of Bengal from Janu- 
ary to April, 1922? 

{h) Has there lM*en any increase in the number of such cases in 
1922 as comjmred with 1921 and 1920? 

(c) If 80 , what are the figures? 

{(1) What steps have been taken by the Government to cope with 
the disease in the districts of Bengal? 
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(e) What is the amount sjhmiI by the (lOvernnuMit to c*oj)e with the 
disease? 

f (/) Did the ])iie('toi of Ihihlic Health issue a eireular to all muni- 
cipalities and (listri(‘l lK)anls su^^^^estin*: anti-eholeia vaccination as one 
of the remedies? 

(}/) Will the Hon’lile the Ministei he pleased to state whether it 
is correct that the (lovei nmeiit realised the price of such anti-cholera 
vaccination from the muiiicipalities and district hoards to whom this 
was supplied? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goode): {ii) A statement is laid on 
the Li lira rv table. 

{h) and (c) A stateiiiciil is laid nn the Library table. 

{(I) Measures oi lo( al sanitation are primal ily tln‘ duty of local 
authorities. The ('in Ic .Vssisiaiit DiriM tois of Piiblu' lli'alth have never- 
theless li(‘(jut‘iitly been depuliMl to acLisc* thmii in or^^aiiisin^^ anti- 
cholera m(*asur(‘s 

(c) l)iiriii{.r till' jM'iiod iioiii daiiiiarv, 1922, nji to date, no tenijMe 
rary doitoi toi (‘judeiiiK woik was enijdo\e<l, but th(‘ servi(*es of 
Assistant Diri'clois ot LiiIiIh Health wen* utilized as statinl aliove. A 
sum <d Its. btlt) \\as s|H'iit in di'^inteclants and medicines. 

if) A cop\ of (iieiilar lettei No. b2SI-r)t22 L. of the dOth March, 
1922, issued b\ th(‘ l)ne( lor <d Public Health on the subj(‘ct is laid 
on the Libran table 

(f/) Anti-choleia vaeeiiK' is obtainabh* on jiayiiieiit troni the (Vntral 
Heseaiidi liistilut(‘ at Kasaiili It is stocked in tin* otlice (d the 
Directoj (d Public Hi*allh and issued at c<jst puce to local aiithoritii'H. 


Period of stay of the Subdivisional Officer at Balurghat. 

*VII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the 

Hon’ble the Meiiibei in chaise (d the Appointment J)epartmi‘nt be 
pleased to stat(‘ the p<‘ii'd toi wlin h Ma^n.strates are generally placed 
in char^re of a subdivision ? 

(h) When ^'as the piesent SubiliMsional Ma^nstiate plac(‘d in charge 
of the Balurghat subdivi‘'ion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, L. STEPHENSON: {n) The }K*riod for which 
a Magistrate is kejit in a subdivision is at the diseietion ofirovemment 
and dej^nds on the nature of the [lost, the <pialitication8 (d the officer, 
and the interests of the jiublic service. 

{b) On the 7th November, 1917. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Chiukidars of Pabna, 


[23hd Aug. 


*VIII. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of tlie Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showin^^— 

(?) the number of chaukidars in each jk)! ice-station in — (a) the 
Sadar and (/>) the Sirajganj subdivisions, respectively, in the 
district of ]*abna; 

(?/) the total amount of cost of their maintenance and equipment; 

(???) the amount contributed annually by the Government to the 
chaukida'r unions for the maintenaruie and equipment of 
(rliaiikidars; 

(?r) what was the income of each chaukidari union under the Village 
(/haukidari Act, 1870, and the expenditure for its office 
management and realisation of taxes in the district of Pabna 
during the last 8 years? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. L. STEPHENSON: (?) The information on 
record is contained in statement H attaclnMl to th(‘ annual report on the 
|K)lice administratitm, copies of which may }>e consulted in the ('ouncil 
liihrary. Sei)jirate figures for each }M)li(‘e-station are md sliown. llie 
total figures for 1921 are as follows: — 

Palma Sadar subdivision — chaukidars 1,077; daffadars lOl : total 
1,178. Sirajganj subdivision — chaukidars 1,281; daffadars 108; total 
1.889. 

(??) The cost for chaukidars and daffadars was Ps. 1,81,290 in 1921. 

(???) Government give no contribution. 

(?r) Details are not on record. The total amount of chaukidari tax 
realiseul in the district in 1920 was Ks. 2,07,840. Under rule 51 of the 
Ghaukidari Manual, the maximum amount admissible for cost of collec- 
tion is 10 |)er cent, of the amount collected. 


Witness sheds in oourts. 

*IX. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: (n) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department he plea.sed to state 
whether there are waiting rooms for witnesses in the civil, revenue and 
criminal courts in this Presidency? 

(h) Is the IloiPble the Meml)er aware of the fact that for want of 
proper accewnmodation resiH»ctable wdtnesses sometimes refuse to attend 
courts for giving evidence? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of constructing 
Waiting rooms for witnesses? 
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MEMBER in cfiarga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd*lir-Rahim)S (a) Witness sheds are jxrovided in a certain number 
of courts. 

(b) No. 

(r) The member is referred to the proceedinj^a of the Council of the 
dlst March last ami my 8|)eech on Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Jubbar 
Pahlowan’s resolution on the subject of construction of witness sheds 
in the courts of Bengal. 


New Mounted Police in Calcutta. 

*X. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Tfon ble the 
Memb(*r in charge of the Pcdice Department be pleased to state whether 
the new Mounted Pcdicc in Cabuitta, sanc'tioned by the Legislative 
(’ouncil in the July session, are going to 1 h‘ employtMl for the regulation 
of traffic in the streets of Calcutta? 

{!)) If the ans\Ner to {a) is in the aftirmative. will the TIon’ble the 
Member be pleased t(» mention the names of the localities in the city 
where th(*y will In* so emj)lo\ed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (//) Yes; this is one of 
the duties wbii h the Mounted Police are iHufornnng. 

{h) They ai(‘ b<‘ing employiMl on the Maidan and its roads and in 
the localities of Bowbazar, Burrai)azar and Central Avenue wherever 
their presence is im»st n^ipured. 


Coondaism ” in Calcutta. 

•XI. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: (a) lias the attention of the 
lloiCble the Member in charge of the INdice Department been drawn 
to the increasing j/ooudaistn in Calcutta sj)eciully in the commercial 
centres like the Kajali Brojendra Narain Koy Street in Burrabazar and 
its neighbourhood ? 

(b) If so, what steps are Government taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (r/) and (b) Yes. Atten- 
tion is invited to paragraph 3 of the resolution on the report on tiie 
|X)lice administration of Calcutta published in the Calcutta (hzette of 
9th August, 1922. 


CilcutU Police Cofimiittee Report. 


•Xll. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
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a Committee iippoinled to impiire into the question of the incidence of 
the vliarne of waintiiiniiii' (lie (Calcutta I’olioe in tie town of Calcutta 
have Huhwilied ilieir report? 

(hi If so, will the llouli'le lie Meiiiier he pleased to lay a copy of 
the Hiinie on tlie table? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. L STEPHENSON: (o) Yes. 

(/j) (k)pirs have been distributed to ineinbers of the Council. 


Congestion of traffic at certain crossings in Calcutta. 

*XIII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINCH ROY Bahadur: (n) Is the 

llon’ble the M(‘nib(*r in chaige oi the Police ])e|)artineiit aware that 
eoiiiTfstioii (if t rathe ofl^Mi oeeiiiN at D.ilhousie Sijiiare, north-east, and 
in th(> Strand Hoad near tin* Howrah Hrid^>*(‘ owiiif’’ to the stop[>jige of 
tnun-eai's and bullock cait.s wIiom' halting stations are at those jdaees? 

(h) Is the lIoiTbh* tin* Menibei also aware that the congestion 
causes ineonvcoiieiicf* to jiasseiigeis goiiif^ to the Howrah railw^ay 
station ? 

(c) Ale the (loveinnient eonsidcM iiig the (h‘siral)ility of relieving 
tjie congestion b\ (dianging I he halting jdaees of tram-cars and divert- 
ing soni(‘ of the carts b\ tlu‘ llarrisim Hoad at the diinction, near the 
Howrah llrid^e? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. L. STEPHENSON: (o) Congestion occurs from 
tini(‘ to time at tlu‘S(‘ sjK)l^; that at the north-fsist corner oi Dalhousie 
Sijuare cannot lu* considered as e\cessi\(‘ and no im]>rovement is exi)ect- 
ed 1)\ altering the Iramwas slo|>j)ing station tlnoe. IS’o halting stations 
liave bemi fixc'il foi’ bullock calls. Tlie congestion on Strand Road can- 
not be remedu'd until a new bridge over the Hooghly is constructed. 
The bulhs'k cart tiadic is mosll\ jaoceediiig to How^nih and congestion 
is greater on days when there is a high tide owdng to the diffit*ulty of 
crossing tiie present bridge. 

{/)) Yes. 

(c) No imjuovement would Ih‘ eflVcted In changing the halting places 
of tram-cars or by diverting carts by Harrison Road wdiieh is already 
congested. 


Varole Khal. 

•XIY, Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (u) Is the Hon ble the Member 

in charge of the I)ei>nrtment of Irrigation aware that the mouth of the 
y^role Khal is beinp gradually silted up? 
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(h) It» the Hon’ble the Meml)er aware that this is jfradually affecting 
the health of the jx^ople in the villaj^es arouiiii Poradali? 

• (r) Are the (roveniment aware (hat the iH‘ople of the district are 
asking that a ditch of about ♦(() tt. x It. x ;i ft. be (uit at the mouth 
of the khal to allow of a free flow of water through the khaly 

(d) If so, what a(lion are the (biveriuneiit taking in the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (o), (M and (r) 

The answers are in the negative. 

(d) The question does not aiNe. 


Kanungoes. 

*XV. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: (a) 

Will the Hon hie the MenibfO’ in charge nf the Depaii nieiil of lt(‘venue 
(Land IteviMiue) lx* to ^tate whetlu'r the scale of ])a\ and grada- 

tion of the Kanuiig(K‘s ha\e betoi lexised in naiuit years? If not, whv 
not? 

(M Did the llon’hle the Menil)ei ie(‘ei\e aii\ ivpresciitation from 
this body of jiublic servants? 

(r) It so, what aitnui, il any. has Ihmmi taken on tlie nqu’esiuitation ? 

MEMBER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE {LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) As the pay ol th(‘ Kanungoes was last revised m HIM, it has not 
heel] revLsed in lecent yeais. 

(h) Yes. 

(/•) (lovernnient projKise to introduce a icmmm! time-scale of pay 
with effect ironi the 1st September, and the vote of (’ouiicil is 

lieing asked to a grant oi IN. ItlJKM) toi the pui|M)se 

Sacrifice of cows in village Garadob in Meherpur on « Bakr-lcL” 

XVIi Mri 8YED ERFANALI: (a) Is tin* 1 1 on hie the Member in 
charge of the Political Dejxiitment avvaie that the Sulxliv isional ()ffi(‘er 
of Meherpur, Nadia, has ju'omulgated an older 1)\ beat of drum that 
during the jHUiod Uh to loth August no saciitice of cows should take 
place in the village oi (laiadob in tin* subdivision of Meherpur? 

(b) What is the rea.son for this order? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Member awaie that the inhabitants of thU 
village are predominantly Muhammailan and that this order affected the 
celebration of the liaJcr-Id festnal? 

(d) Is he also aware that no such orders were passed in previou® 

years? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) To prevent a breach of the peace. 

(r) It is reported that the numbers of Hindus and Muhammadan^ 
in this village, including the adjoining hamlet of Bahadurpur, are about 
e(|ual. 

(d) No such order was passed in previous years, as the necessity for 
it did not arise. 


Copyists and typists of courts. 

•XVII. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) With leference to 
the resolution (;arried in ihe Bengal Legislative ('oiincil regarding the 
(copyists and typists on ihe ^Ist August, 1921, and the answer to starred 
(juestion No. XXXIV put in the July session of the Council by 
Mr. S. M. Bose, will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial 
Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the reason for the delay in giving effect to the resolution which 
has been carried in this Council regjuding the ((‘pyists and 
typists on the Hist August, 1921 ; 

(//) in wliut way, and when, do Ihe (lovernment intend to give effect 
to the resolution retiUTed to in (/) abovt‘? 

{!}) Aie the (Jovernment aware that dissatisiaction is prevailing 
among tlie copyists and typists? 

(c) Are the (iovernment awan* that distrcvss is juevailing among the 
copyists and typists owing to the rise in prices oi almost all the neces- 
saries of life? 

(d) If the answer to (c) above is in the afUrmative, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the steps they projuise to take to meet the 
situation? 

(f) If the answer to (d) above, is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state the reasons for his conclusion that there 
is no distress among them? 

(/) Have the Government come to any decision regarding the creation 
of a Provident Fund for the typists and copyists? If so, what has been 
its decision? 

(//) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware that the copyi.sts and tyjusts 
are not allowed anything as remuneration for doing extra work for the 
Courts or tlie Judicial offiix'rs or during the days on which the Courts 
remain closed? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting 
an ad-internn allowance to the copyists and typists till their case is 
finally decided as was allowed in the ease of the ministerial officers? 

If not, why not? 
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Th6 Hon’ble Sir ABO«UR*RAHIM: (a) (i) The matter is still under 
consideration. 

• {ii) Nothing has yet Wn decided. 

(h) and (c) The an.swer is in the negative. No imports to this effect 
have been received. 

(d) and (c) Do not arise. 

(/) The matter is und4‘r consideration. 

(y) Yes. 

(//) No. (’opvists are paid for juece-work. 


Certain police officers in Calcutta Police and Bengal Police. 

•XVIII. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Alember in charge of the Poliiv Department Ih» pleased to state whether 
it is a tact that assistant commissioners in (’ah^utta are in the same rank 
and position asdeput\ siijmm intiMidents in the Hengal Policy V 

(I)) If so, what is the reason lor the maximum monthly salary of the 
former tying Ks. (1*^5 as com|mred with Ks. 80t) tor the latter!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The jmsition of these 

two (lasses of officers is similar. 

{h) Assistant ( ommissioiH'is, wlio are all piomotcal oHicims, draw 
pay on a tim(‘-scal(‘ of Rs. — 2o — (>‘^5. The revised scale ftf jiay for 
deputy superint(*n(l(Mits who are re(‘ruited, half by jiromotion and half 
din*etly, IS IN. *Jo() rising in 2o >ears to Rs. 7tM). The grade of Rs. HDO 
is a seh‘(tion grad(‘ for 7 |K*r (vnt. of the cadre. In a comparison of 
tlie total (unoluimMits of the two class(*s, it sliould be noted tliat 
assistant commissioners get free (|iffirt<*r.s and a conveyanc(‘ allowance; 
of deputy siiperintmidents in Rengal outside ('alcutta, only those in 
charge of subdivisions reccuve an allowance of Rs. and no one is pro- 
vided wdth free* ijuarters. 

Lease of Sundarbane arable lands to capitalists. 

•XIX. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

the Alember in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(/) since when leases of arable lands in the Sundarbans to large 
capitalists are not being granted; 

(ii) what reasons are there for their discontinuance; 

(iii) whether there are any such ideas underlying it as were expressed 
in the rejwrt of Mr. Thackeray of the Madras Board of 
Revenue as given on i)ages 990 — 991, Appendix, Fifth Report, 
Select Committee; and 
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(ir) why leases ol olher lornjs of waste lands, such as tea-leases, 
leaws for (juarryin^’ stones and linipstf)nes, and mining leases, 
etc., are still being grunted to large capitalists? * 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (/) The S\stem has been discontinued since the year 1904. 

(//) The reasons are — 

(a) the loss of revenue involved under the system of settlement with 
capitalists; 

(/>) tlie difficulty of compelling a lessee to carry out the provisions of 
the lease; 

(r) ilie facilities lor subinieudation afforded by the system; and 

{(I) the absence of effect ive provision to? the niainlenance of embank- 
ments, U])on \\hich (he culli\atois an* so ^^itMtly dependent. 

{ill) No. 

(//') As capital is essentiall\ nece^saiN lo woik 1ea-gardt*ns, mines, 
etc., such leaH(‘s are granted to capilalists. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: .Ma) 1 knou whether the 

cost of reclamation, (*reclion and niainlenance of hundhs, and iuccavi 
loans (hat are grant(‘d in\olve a capital outla) or not? 

Tha.^ Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR af 
BURDWAN:! must ask foi a tr(\sh notice. 


Extension of Calcutta Rent Act. 

•XX. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: [a) Is ij,e llon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department ot Local Self-t ^o^ernlnent aware of a 
feeling of anxu'ty on the pait ol tenants in gimeial in Calcutta at the 
prospect ol the near tm minit ion ol tln‘Cahulta Ibuil Act? 

[h] Is the llon'ble (lie Minister awao* that certain landlords have 
usimI (he fact ol the neai teiminatioii ol the Kent Act as a vseapon for 
demanding icxorbitaiit reiil.s oi <if threatening tludi tenants with ejection 
immei|iat(*l\ on tiie termination of the lile ol tlie Act ? 

(c) Are the (lovernnieiit coiisideiinp tlii' desirability of extending 
the tenure of the Act lor anothm tliK'c \ears. oi such longm' ]K*riod a.s 
the> ma\ think iM‘ces.sar\ and ol annouin me their int^uition at once, 
and al.so ol amending Flie Act with the olijiad oi meeting the ilifiiculties 
that have Ihumi experienced in its walking? 

{d) Is the Hon’ble the Mini.stei aware ol a general feeling among 
the middle and jXHUvr clavs of tenants in Calcutta that the necessity for 
the Act still exists? 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEA: (n) Vis 

(b) Goveriinieut are informed that Mich (‘ases havt* n('{’iirre<l. 
{(') The mattei is iiiidm the eoiisi<l(‘iati(m of (fn^erIlnl(‘nt. 


{d) The Minister is nnahle to speak with aiiv authority on this 
jioiiit. 


Status of Vakils in the Calcutta High Court, Original Side. 

*XXI. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) With 

referen(‘(‘ to the answer ^’■iveii on the 4th April, to my starred 

(juestion No. XXV, will the llcui’hle tlie, Meniher in <“hai);e of tlu‘ 
ilndicial Dejiartment he pleased to state wheth(*r the loeal (iovernnuMit 
liav(‘ i(‘ceived any comniunieal uin iiom lh(‘ (io\(‘i nnuMit ol India on tin* 
(inestion of the status ol the vakils and then a<lniission into the 
( h ij^Miial Snh* of tin* Ili^h (oiiity 

{h) If tin* answ(‘i to (n) is in the ailirniati\e, will tin* lion’hle tin* 
Menilui he pleasi'd to state whetin*! the views nl the loeal ( lov erniin'lit 
have been suhniitted to tin* (io\ernnn‘nt ol India!" 

{(') It so, w ill the 1 1 on ‘hie tin* M(*nih(‘i he.pl(*ased to l,i\ on tin* table 
a eo[)\ of the ( oi it*spoii(h*nee oi at h‘ast ^i\e tin* (’oiiiieil a fieiieral idea 
of the sained 

{( 1 ) H they have not v(*t submitted tln*ii views, an* the ( Jov eninn*iit 
eoiisidei in^Mhe flesiiabilil \ of consult in^^ the Heiijral Le^isl itivi* foiiiii il 
in tills hehall hefoii* suhniittiii^ then views'" 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and {h) Tin* lo<al (lovem. 

meiit has h(*en eonsiilted and has submitted its views. 

(f ) I’ndei the rules ^niidinjj: the loial (iov(*i nmeiil , the eoiie* 
s|x>ndenee cannot hi* laid on tin* table oi a j^eiieral idea ot its views hi* 
driven at juesent. 

id) The (luestion does not aiise. 


Defalcation of Court-fee stamps in BakarganJ Treasury. 

*XXII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA Bahadur: (a) 

Will the HonTile the Member in ehar|»e of the Depaitment of Finance 
be pleaxed to state w hether there was a Hhorta^»-e of eoiiit-iees and stamps 
from the llakar^^unj District Treasuiy to the amount ol about Its. 50, 

(h) Was any imiuiry instituted into this malteiy 
(e) If If), what was the result of th^ imiuiryi' 

(d) What is the name of the officer responsible for the short a^^e? 
(c) What steps, if any, have been taken to recover the amount due 
to this shortage under the Accounts Rules? 



14 


QUESTIONS. 


[23rd Aug. 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr); (a) Them was a defalcation of court-fee 8iain|>s in the 
Ihikar/^aijj TreasuJT of the value of Rs. 37,186-8-0. 

(/j) Yes. 

(r), ((/) and (c) The defalcation wa.s made by the Stain p« Clerk 
who huH Hince (unninitted nuicide. The matter in still under the con- 
Nideration of (jovernment. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur; Are not the 

Treasury Officer and the Treasurer primarily responsible for this 
dtd'alcaiioii ? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: The matter is still under investiga- 
tion, and 1 am unable to express any opinion on this supplementary 
(juestion. 


The *<SwaraJ” and <<Hak Katha.” 

•XXIIi. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER; Will the IIonTde the 
Menil)er in charge of the INditical Dejnirtnient be j)Ieased to state wlieth?r 
the ( Joverninent contrilmte any amount to the puhliciitioi' of the Swdh'j 
and link Kallia? If so, how inuchP 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, L STEPHENSON; The memher is referred to 
the answers given to similar unstarred ((uestions Nos. 13 and 14 asked 
at the meetings of the Legislative Council dated the 21 No\enihe’‘ and 
lllth Deccmhei l!)21, res|K‘ctively. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Education Standing Committee. 

1. BabuAMULYADHONEADDY: Will the llon’ble the Minister 
in charg(‘ ui the Department of Education be pleased to slate — (1) the 
number of sittings t»f the Education Standing Committee during the 
last official year, and (2) how many of their recommendalious have been 
accepted by the (iovernment? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): Five meetings of the Standing Committee 
were held during the last official year. Under the rules its functions 
are advisory and its pnx'eedings confidential. 
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Kala-azar in Barasat 



t2. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (^) Is the Ilon’hle 
the Minister in cluir^^e of the Department of Loral Self-Oovernmeni 
aware that in some parts of the Barasat subdivision, in the distrirt of 
24-Pargana8, and espec'iully in the Habra thana, there has rerently been 
a large number of cases of Kala-azar? 


(6) Is the llon’ble the Minister ctmsidering the desirability of direct- 
ing the attention of the 24-I*arganas District Board to it and further of 
inquiring whether the charitable dispensaries in the affected area have 
been duly equipped to treat cases of Kala-azar? 


The Hon’bleSirSURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (o) and (M A 

statement prepared by the Directm* of Public Health is laid on the table. 


Stdtvnicnl referred to lu the ri’phi to unsturrvd ((m stiou Xo. 2. 

Kala-azar near Barasat. 

Recently the inhabitants of Bahcra \illagc in Barasat subdivision of 
tlie 24-Pargaiias district applied to the Ilon’ldc Minister in charge of 
Local Sell-(ioveriiment Defiartmcnt to de|Uite an otiieer from th(‘ Bengal 
Public Health Department to investigate an outbieak of “ Black fevm' 
of a most virubuit ty|H‘,” a>. it was refKirted that alwiut hundred |K‘ople 
had died from this cause during the last few months. Accoidingly the 
Assistant Directors of I’ublic Health for Malaria and Kala-azar visitinl 
the village, and made a house to house insjM'ction. As a result thc\v 
found that (SO |)m- cent, of tlie villagers had enlarged spleen. They 
also detected HI cases of Kala-azar, 17 of which were vmified by 
microscopic examination. All the.se patient.s w-ere given treatment by 
antimony ini(‘ctions. Tin* Medical Officer of the (!!haritable Dis|H*n- 
.sary was instructed in the late.st methods of using the remedy, and tlu' 
neivssary articles were siqqdied to him. SubscHiuently a H|H*cially 
trained Sub-Assistant Surgeon was deputed to visit the disjHMisary for 
the piir[H)se of administering further treatment. The antimony injec- 
tions are known to be useful Ixith as a cure and for preventing tlu‘ 
spread of Kala-azar, and it is hoped that the pcHiple of Bahera wu'll avail 
themselves of the remedv now placed within their reach by the efforts 
of the Public Health DepaHment. 


Scarcity of drinking water in Viihnupiir. 

3. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTTs Is the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that there is 
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^rrejii .Hiarcity of fj^oad drinkiii^^ water in the subdivision of Vishnupur, 
diHtrict Uaiikura, and, if so, will the Hon’lde the Minister be pleased to 
slate what steps, if any, will be taken this year to combat the evil? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Minister 

lias no special knowled^^c of the scarcity of ^^ood drinking water in 
Vislinupni subdivision and no coin|)laint has been made on the subject by 
the local peojde oi- the local body. The imjuovement of the water-supply 
is a matter lor which local l)odies are piimarily responsible. 


Admission of students into Calcutta Medical College. 

4. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in cliar^^e of the Department of Local Self-Uovernment be 
pleased to state tin* total number ol candidates this year for admission 
into the Lalcutta Medical (’(dle^e and the number of vacancies in the 
first -y(‘ai’ class? 

(M Will the llon’lde the Minister be jileased to stat(‘ wliether any 
attempt is beiii^ made to cope with the <»rowin^^ demand by ^ladually 
incieiisiii^' the capacit\ (d the first-\eai class? 

(( ) Will the llon’ble the Minister be jdeased also to state whether it 
IS collect that loi the last five \eais the seats of admission have been 
limited to t he same numbei ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Candi- 
dates I) lb ; vacancies IbO. 

(b) The Mi'dical Colle^’-e has reached the limit of its capacity. The 
numbei (d students to be taken in is stiictl\ limited by the seating 
capacity of our class rooms, and to accommodate the present number 
ol students the classes have had to be duplicated and triplicated. 

The site is already full\ occupied with building and it would be im- 
possible to enlarge them to provide extra acrommcHlation without en- 
tailing an expense in building, stall’ and maintenance charges wdiich 
is not to be <*ontemplated. 

{(') The statement is incorrect. The gradual increase in the number 
(d stiuleiits admitted year by yeai indicates the eftort made to meet the 
demand— 


1!)17.18 

KM 

IfllH-lO 

... 107 


... 174 

1920-21 

... 182 

1921-22 

.. 192 
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Allegtd irregularities in accounts in Northern and Western Circles 
of Agricultural Department. 

5. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: ((/) Will tht Hon hlo tin 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries he 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that certain irregularities have been 
noticed hv the auditor of the Accountanl-tieneiars Oltice, Bengal, in 
the Northern and Western Circles oi the Bengal Agricultural Depart- 
ment, and that, amongst others, the auditor has rej)orted the iollo>Ning 
irregularities : — 

(/) misappropriation of (Tovernmeiit mone\ and resj)onsihilit\ for 
same ; 

(il) manipulation of accounts; 

(n/) unreal payments in March to utilise grants; 

(jr) disguising payments; and 

(v) missing accounts? 

(h) Is it als<i a fact that the auditor’s ri'port mentions, among oth.us, 
the following irregularities mdiced in the Kastern Ciicle of tlu‘ Agii- 
cultural Department of Bengal : - 

(/) jmrchases on one dati' ueu* sjilit up to Hs oO and undci. to avonl 
olitaining the Directors sanction; 

{ti) some moneys drawn ti'om the tieasuiN weie not (uiteieil in the 
cash hook, noi was the exjienditure entered in tin* cash hook ; 
and 

(o) no account is kept of postage siuMce stamps? 

(c) ill the Ilon’hle the Ministei he jileased to state what action, it 
any, has been taken to deal with the oflicers resjioiisihlc foj the iin‘gu- 
larities mentioned? 

(d) Does the Director of Agriculture inspect the offices of the Deput\ 
Directors of Agriculture? 

(c) If so, how inanv times each year <lid tlie Diiector inspect the 
office of each Deputy Director during the last d \ears? If not, wh\ not ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (n), ih) and (c) The impnry t(» which the (|uestioii 
refers was made in 1919, and the offic'ers who were found to he at fault 
were dealt with in 1920 before I aHsumed charge of m> office. (lovern- 
nierit do not comsider that it is in the public interest to re-ojHUi the matter 
now by giving the information asked for. 

(d) and (e) No. Hitherto it has not been considered necessarj’ to 
make such inspections, 



18 


QUESTIONS. 


[23rd Aug. 


Economy in the administration of the Ministry of Local 
Self-Government. 

6. Mauivi A. K, FAZL-UL HAQ; Will the Honlile the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 8tat« 
vvhal ec^momies, if any, have been effected by him, since he assumed 
office, in the administration of the various departments included in his 
portfolio? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Minister 
is not aware that his assumption of office has led to any economies in 
the adniliiistration of his dejiartment. (hirtailment of expenditure is 
ch‘iiiiy impossible when important developments in sanitation, in medical 
ndief and in local self-government are to take jdace. 


Sluice-gate at the mouth of the Suafufla Jola. 

7. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQs (n) Will the Ilon’ble tJie 
M(Miibcr in charge of the Dejiartment ot Irrigation he ])leused to state 
whether he is aware that the crops of a part of l^ihna distrn*t are being 
destioy(‘d ever\ year by the sudden fi(M)ding of the hil by rain-wnter 
jiassing through the Beniapur (Suafulla) Jola? 

{!)) If the aiisw’er to (//) is in the atiirmativ(^ iwe the Government 
(‘onsidering tin' desirability of erecting a sluice-gate at the mouth of 
the aboveinentioned Jola in order to ])r(‘vent the suddmi flooding of the 
hi 

fr) What would be the approximate cost of the enM’tion of such a 
sluice-gate? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: {a) Government have no definite infiirmatiou in thi^s 
resju'ct. 

{h) and (r) Hie questions do not arise. 


Centre for language examination of officers. 

Si Mauivi FAZLAL KARIMs {a) Will the Hon ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(t) the average numlier of officers of the Indian and Bengal services 
appearing every year in language examinations; and 

{ii) the total average travelling allowance drawn by them every year? 

{!)) Where are those examinations held? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of fixing the 
district headquarters as the centre of those examinations for the res- 
pective candidates under the presidency of the District Judge oj 
Magistrate? 
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Tba Hon’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: (a) (i) Two hundred and 
eighty-one. It is presumed that the information asked for refers to 
(fcpartrnental examinations. 

(ti) The information re<]uired is not readily available and its rollee- 
tion would involve an amount of trouble incommensurate with the 
usefulness of the information obtained. 

(/)} Calcutta. 

(r) No. 


Officers eligible for certain language examination. 

9. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the llon’blc the Member in 
charge of the A|)jH)intmcnt Department be plcase<l to slate the numlxM' of 
Mughs resnleiit within the I’atuakhali subdivi.sion of the Dakarganj 
distiict y 

(h) Will the Iloirble the Mcuiiber be pleased to state whether 
othcers of the lltuigal Civil Stovice stationed at 1‘atuakhali ait‘ eligible 
for apiK^aring at the Miighee language examination ? 

(c) What ar(‘ the rules for appearing at the Miigdiei* laiiguagi* exam- 
ination and \^here are they to be found? 

{(I) Will the lloirbh* the Memb(*r b(» pleased to state whether any 
examination in the (iaro language is held in Jlengal ? 

(e) If so, whethcT orticers stationed in the Mymensiiigh district are 
eligible for apiH*aring at that examination ? 

(/) What are the districts and subdivisions in the Itajsliahi Divi- 
sion fn)m which an officer is allowed to sit for the Saiitah‘e language 
examination ? 

(g) Are there any Mundas resident within the Jalpaigiiri district? 

(//) Is any examination in the Munda language held in limigal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Ten thousand one 
hundred and eighty. 

(b), (r), (d), (r) and (/) The member is referred to ApiKUidix VI 
to the Depjid mental Examination Rules wdiich will 1 k‘ found on the 
Library table. 

(V/) Yes; 34,601. 

(h) No. 

AcoofiHiiodation for students in MedictI Institutions. 

10. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Is the Ifon ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that a large number of candidates for admieeion into the Calcutta Medical 
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Collc^'-p, (’aimiVliai*! Medical College and Campbell Medical School are 
annually refused adniisKion owing to want of accommodation? 

(h) Is it a fact that nnuiy candidates for admission into the Campbell 
Medical Sc hool do actuall> jhjsscss tlie (|ualificationH nec^essary for admis- 
sion int(» the Medical Colleges? 

( / ) if so, are the (Troveinnient considering the desirability of raising 
th(‘ status of the Canij)l)ell Medical School to that of a Medical College 
at an early date ? 


The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) Yes. 

(//) No, it is not strictly correct. At the last admission, out of 
.‘{7 1 Sc.’s admitted onlv Ih weie First Division and 22 were Second 
l)n ’ision men. The M(‘dical (\)llege could fill tludr admission list with 
H. Sc ’s alone and S(‘cond DIa ision 1. Sc.’s ha\e \erv litth‘ chance. The 
('aiiifdtell admits I. A.’s. The figures at the last admission were f) First 
Division, 1!) Second Di\ ision, and 4 Third Division — total 32. The 
Medical C(dleg(‘ (hH*s not admit I. A. caiididat(‘s. 

{(') No. 


Sanitary improvements. 

11. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Will the Hon’hle the 
Minister in chaige of the D(‘i)artnuMit (d Dual Self-(lovernment lie 
jdcased to stale what imiirovements, if an\ , were made, or w'hether any 
jnoposal for sanitai\ im|>rovement was suggested by the Health 
Olficers oi the Municijmliiics and Distiict Hoards in Bengal within the 
last live years? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A copy of a 
printed note furnishing the information is laid on the Librai*)’ table. 


Water-works at Tangail. 

12. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY; Will the 
Hon’ hie tht' Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment he pleased to state what steps it is pro|x)8ed to take with regard 
to the }U'o}n>sed water-works at Tangail? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; The scheme is 
estimated to cost Ks. 1,43,(1()(), Government were unable to give any 
definite assuraiiee of a grant, when the case was submitted by the Sani- 
tary Board, but the (Nnnmissioner was informed that if a stated jwrtion 
of tlu‘ cost were raised locally, the question of giving a grant for the 
balance would receive the sympathetic consideration of Government. 
He was asked to inquire what prospect there was of providing the local 
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contribution. The District Board of Myinensingh is prepired to make a 
contribution, but the local Coniinittee, apixdnted to carry through the 
sftherae, has not yet succeeded in raising the amount suggested by 
Government. 

Raja MAHMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Ma\ I know when 
the local {‘ominittee wa.s foinuHl and when they wen' asktMl l(» laise a 
I)ortion of the estimated (ost by puhli(‘ subscriptions? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; 1 want a fiesb 
noti(‘e of this (juestion. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Tlow long is it 
that the\ have re]M>rted tlu'ir inabilit\ to raise any amount by public 
subscriptions? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I want a In h 

notice of this (piestion. 


Land acquired for abandoned district headquarters at Jamalpur. 

13. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: ia) Will the 

lloirble tlie MemiK'i in chaige of the Department of Hevt'nue (Jiand 
lU'veiiue) be jdeased to state wlu'tlier the land which was acijUired at 
Jamalpur, 1»\ (fovernment, tor the abandoned distiid hcad<niarteis, has 
lH*en leased out to agriculturists of the loeatit\ for (‘ultivation ? 

{h) If tin' ans\s(‘r to (n) is in the in*gative, will the llon’ble the 
Member la* pleas(‘d to state tlu' leasons for not doing so? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (d) and (h) No arrangements of an\ kind have yet beim 
imnh* for the disposal of tlie land pending the rec<‘ipt of complete |>lanH 
and schedules. 


Lower Canges bridge and Nadia rivers. 

14. Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadurrt,/) Will 
the Hon’ble the Memls^r in charge of the Dejmrtment of Irrigation la* 
pleased to state whether it ha.s been discovered that the construction of 
the Hardinge Bridge over the Lower Ganges has affi'cted the flow of 
the Nadia rivers in any way? 

(fj) If so, which are the rivers thus affected and what aie the 
remedies proposed ? 

The Hoffble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(6) The question does not arise. 
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Chtprasis ifl Judldkl and Exedutive Departments of disfriots. 

15 . Rai LALIT MtiHAN »fNeN fiOY Bahadurt WiU the Hon'bk 

tbo l^emhetjri char/?^* <1 h‘ I)e])artTneat of "rtriance be pleased to lay 
on the table a ^^aieInent showing — 

{/) the aetiial nuinl)er of oliaprasis enijJoyod in the Judicial and 
Kxeeiitive Departuientfl sefiaratoly in evejy district; 

(n) the ninxiniuin and the niinirauni salaries received by them; and 
(7?i) the iiiimber of vacancies that oc(‘ui' annually in eaKjh^f the two 
Departments in every district? 

The Hen’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (/), (//) and (Hi) The infotmation 
asked for is not on r(‘cord and (lovernnKuit consider that its com]>ila- 
tion Would Involve time and troulde out of all proiKution to its value 
when <d)tained. The memlier is, liow(‘\er, reli‘rr(‘d to pp. (xxxi sn/. 
of Volume n of the Salaries romnii(i(*e’s It (‘port, \^h(‘re h(‘ will find 
the numbers and designation of the menials emjdoyed in tlu' Province. 
Their ])ay was fixed in (loviunment Pesolution No. ITiTl F., dated the 
liSnd August, PWl, a coj))’ ot which is laid on the Jjihrary table. 


Calcutta Christian Burial Board fee. 

16. Mr. H. A. STARK; (//) Will tlu* llon’ble the .Membt'r in charge 
of the Apjuiintmenl ])(‘partment 1 h‘ ph*ased to stat(‘ in how many 
insianceH fe(‘s hav(‘ been ciiarg(‘d and in how' many instames fees liave 
lieen arcepted by (dergunen from the (lat(‘ of tin* introduction of the 
Calcutta tlhiistian Purial Board fee of Hs. d (to cov(‘r the out-of-])ocket 
CJ^puJises ef cleig\m(‘n conductinj^ lunerals' to the dOth Ajuil, Pt'J'J? 

^ (b) If any such fee has b(‘en ri'iused by a (dergyman, lias it been 
re^nded tp the jkusou who paid it? 

(c) What steps lune In'toi tak(‘n b\ the Christian Burial Board to 
' notify to the public tliat through the aj»eiic\ ot that Board, the jiooi aie 
ftlTHished with inexpensive funerals? 

((/) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, wdll the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, are lieing taken in 
the matter? 

The Hofl’blo Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (n) Fees were (harged in 
600 cases from 1st dune, to dOth dune, and in only 6 or 7 
cases was the fee refused by the (dergyman who conducted the funeral. 

(b) The (diristiaii Burial Board reports that in all such cases the 
money was refunded to the ]>eiNon who paid it. 

(c) A circular letter was i.ssmul to all (dergymeii inviting their co- 
o[)eration in making known to their jKiorer jxirishioners the cheap scale 
of charges for burials fijcfd by the Board, 

^d) Does not arise, 
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AgriouKural sdftaies on (hilinvtl rMMu^oiti, 

i 17. Mr. HU8EYN IHAKftO tUHRAWAAQYt (a) Will tbe 
Hon^ble the Minister i#*rhaFgt?,f)f the Departniejit'^ot Araetilitite 
Industries be pleased to lay on the tnhle n list of tht senetnes in the 
Depart^ient of A^n’icultiire refernul i(j jn resolutions earned or aeeepfed 
by the present ('ouiKil with the japproxiinate cost for eaeli!" 

(h) Of thcflo seheiiK's, how many and which have Ikmoi ^rjven effecd 
to and tlie ^teiit to vvhxli the\ have been ^riviuj effect to? 

(c't Dow many and which of these schemes havt‘ lu'cn ludd up for 
want of funds*' 

(d) How many and which of these schemes do the (ioMunment not 
pro]>f)se t(> ftn'ept ? 

The Hon’ble the NawA 8AIYID NAWAB All CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a), ih), (c) and (d) A statement su|)pl\in^r 
inloniiatioii sti iai as available is laid on tin* Library tabh‘ It is not 
[)OHsible to ^nve the a]>luo\iniate cost ol these schemes. 


Dwelling houses for the poor and labouring classes of Calcutta. 

18. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: {a) Has tin* attention of the 
Hon’bl(‘ tlu' Minister in charf>:e ol lh(‘ Di’l^artnimil ol Local Seli- 
(lovernmeiit lH‘(*n drawn to the remo\al ol huts < aust‘d by Hii* o^iw^- 
turns of the ( alcutta lmpio\em(‘nt liust and the (alcutta Ci^oratlop? 

(/;) Are the (ioveiiimcnt aware that neithm the 1 mpioveliieiit Xiau^t 
nor the Lorporatioii ol ('alcutta ha\e taken ad(‘<juat(‘ siepii^fyi lh(‘ 'occ. 
tion of sanitary dwadlin^^ hou.ses loi the )H>ort*r and labouring classes (d 
(alcutta duiinp tin* last ten years, res]K*ctivel\ ? ^ 

(r) Are the (loveinvient considcnn^^ the desiiabilit} of jj^oviuK 
two authorities in the matter? 

The Hoo»ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (r/) ^ 

(h) The Hoard ol Tru.stees lor the lmpio\ement of ( ahuttji haNe, 
in ordei to provide housinjr either permanentlv oi tenipoiaiily for p(*rsonH 
who are displaced by the operations of the TiusI, (n either constructed 
buildinirs, or (//) si*t asiile ‘^ites on which owners (an build I heir ow’n 
houses. 

The dw'ellin^^s constructed or being constiucted by the Hoard are of 
three kinds: — ^ 

I. Artisans’ Dwellings.— Three blocks of these buildings ha#»l}een 
constructed in Wards Institution Lane. They (ontain aceoinmodation 
for 1,215 persons and ait* always in demand. 

It is projKised to construct blocks of an improved design to rebouw 
the' Chinese and Bengali Huddhist and others in the Prinsep Street and 
Chatafulla Gulley Areas. 
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II. RegideDceR for middle class Bengali people displaced by the 
Op(*ratioiifl of the Tru^t. — These hou.ses will be let at a privileged rent 
while the displartd householders ar^ making arrangements for perma^- 
iieiit renideiTceH. Six blocks confining in’air39 comfortable residences 
of ihis kind are nearly complete in Kerballa Tank Lane near Upper 
(Circular Road. 

III. Residences for Aliglp-Indians displaced principally frona^the 
iVinse]) Sired Ar(*a.-r'These are of three tyj^es, the rental varying from 
Its. 17 to Rs. 45. They are now under construction on a plot which 
has been cleared in the Bow Street Area. 

Building sites have Wn reserved in the Bhow'anipote, Russa Road 
arid Park Sticet Kxtcuision Area for pt‘rsons whose residences have been 
acij Hired for the puiposes of the Ti'ust. Besides th(‘se, areas have been 
accpiired in Maniktcdla and Paikpara (('ossiimre-OhitjKire) for plots to 
he sold to those who desire to build their own houses. In Maniktolla 
a sit(‘ has been cleared and levelled and roads (*onsiructed to ])r()vide 
for 35 masonry houses and (SO kottahs of biisti. 

On Paikpara it is juoposed to lay out a laige area in sites bu’ owners 
to build upon. Part of this ar(*a has already been acipiiied and 
acfjuisition of the r(‘st is in progress. 

7be (juestion of erecting model dwellings for the jxiorer classes was 
also considered by the (\)rj)oration of Oalcutta on seviu'al occasions 
between fOOO and 1004. Various sit(‘s w(‘ie suggested but the scheme 
was pot parried through. In August, 1010, the OorjKirution appointed 
a Sj)(*ciul (Vunmittee to consider the (piestion of erec ting sanitar\ dwadl- 
ings foi' the4>oorer classes. The (Nmimittee have recently approved of 
a scheme for tlie provision of dwcdling housc^s on the surplus land on 
the new (iO-Toot road in Ball.N gunge. The scdnune which is estimated 
to (*ost Rs. 3A lakhs and is intendcMl to juovide ac^commodat ion for about 
1,(K)0 people, is now before the (\)r|K)ration, abd if it is sanctioned 
endc'uvours will be mad(‘ to provide funds in the Corporation Budget 
fur 1923.24. 

(0 lu vie\v of the facts stated above. Government do not consider 
it necessary to take any further action in the matter. 

Language Examinations. 

19. Nawabiada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur; {a) Will the 
HoiPble the Memlier in eharge of tlie Appointment Department be 
pleased to state how often in a year the departmental examinations of 
the probationary otticers of all departments are held in Calcutta? 

(If) What average expenditure Government have to incur every year 
on account of the travelling allowances of the officers wto have to proceed 
C{ilcutta from the mufassal? 
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(r) Are the Government ron.'ii<lerin)r the desirahility of holding the 
departmental examiuation.s in divisional headijuarters under the aupervi- 
Hon of Diviaionul Comiuisaioners? 

I 

(d) If the answer to (f ) is in 4lfl^^iej<ative, what are the objections 
to adopting such a course? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN8Q)<: ^i) Twice-in May and in 

November. , . 

(h) The infoniiatioii retinircd is not readily availalde and its collec- 
tion would involve an aiiioiiiit (d trouble inconiniensurate with the useful- 
ness of the information oblained. 

(c) No. 

{d) If departmental examinations are held at divisional headquarters 
it is inijiossible to seciiie uiiiioimily in the standard of nnl rorc li'sts 
in Bengali and llinudstaiii. 


8alary system to copyists of courts. 

20. Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDOIN AHMED: (</) Will the 

Hon’ldc the Memlao in charge of the Judicial Dipaitmenl be jileased 
to state whether it is in the contenijilalioii oi (lo\urnmeni to appoint 
copyists of (’ivil, ('rlmmal and Uc\(‘iinc t’ouits on a salary system? 

{h) If so, vhcn is it piopo.sed to introduce the sx^iiii.-* 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : ((/I No. 

(/() Tlie (lueslioii does not ari.se. 


Medico>legal cases. 

21. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(fl) Will the lion’ lilc (Ilf Minister in cliartre of the I)e])iirtnieiit of 
LiM'iil Self-Goveriiineiit lie pleased lo stale where iiiedieo-leKHl eases are 
tieuted in the hospitals at disliieta and auhdivisional liendqiiartersf' 

(h) Is tliere any sejiarate huilding with beds for (hose (■ases}' 

(c) Is it not eorreet that other patients l aniiot he taken in oeensionally 
owing to the medico-legal eases.'' 

{( 1 ) Do the Government pay any hire for the use of the buildings that 
belong to the ha'al bodies tor the medieo-legal patients? 

(e) How mueh is paid liv the (ioveinmeiit per day for e\ery medieo- 
legal ease for medieiues, dressings and diet? 

if) Does this amount cover all these charges? 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) Under 
rule 8 of llo* Dispensarv Manual, injured persons brought !)>" the police 
are enlilled lo admission as in-patients lo all dispensaries under Goverm- 
uienl supervision which have aecoinnu)dation. 

(6) No, except at Alipore and Earrackpore. 

(ij)^-No sucli case has been broug*ht to tlie notice of Government. 

{(J) No. The fact that the police send a wounded person to a dispen- 
liarv does not affect his ri^ht to free treatment in common with other 
patients at a charitable institution. 

(c) Goveiii merit pay nothing on account of medicine and dressings, 
but a diet allowance is paid by Government in such cases. The daily 
rate of diet allowance vai'ies to some extent ; in the Dacca and Mymen- 
singh districts, to take an exarnjrle, it has been fixed at six annas per 
diem. 

(/) Gover'iiment have received no r(‘[n’esentation indicating that the 
diet allovNance is infj^flicrerif . 


^ Filtered watei^suppiy in suburban municipalities, 

22. RaiHARENDRANATHCHAUDHURI: Will the lion hie the 
Minister yi charge of the Department (d laical Sell-Government be 
'])1eased to state to hou many snbur’ban municipalities the (^ilcutta 
(’orphration are sup]dying filtered watej’ at present, what is the (juantity 
sup])lied to (‘ach of them, and the lespective distanees at which they ai’e 
situated from the Tallah Tank? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid ou the table. 


Stafrwnits irfrrm] to in the reply to (jucstion No. 22. 

fn) Suburban municipalities supplied with filtered water by the 
Calcutta Corporation. 

Manicktola Municipality. 

C ( )ss i pu r-Ch i t jinr e M u n ic ipal i t y . 

Tollygimge Municipality. 

Garden Tleach Municipality, 

South Suburban Municipality. 

Dum-Dum Cantonment. 
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('>) Quantity supplied during the year ending 31st March, 1922. 


Manicktola — 1 ( 1 ( 1 , 208,700 
( ^issi pu r-( ' h i t pc n o— 1 1) 1 , 004 , 0( M I llou» . 

Tollygunfre— 14,874,800 galloli^. 

(jrarden Keacli -01 ,274,(180 gallons. 

South Siihurhan — {),028,IKK) gallons. 

(r) Distance from Tallah. 

llaiiiokiola — ono iiiilc' appioxmiatcOy. 
(\)SM))ur-(Oiitp()i’o — hall a inilo approximately. 

Ooll\ gunge — .seven and a halt luihvs approximately, 
(irardcui Iteac h-"-nine miles appioxinmOd) . 

South Sulmi han—ei^lil and a hall niih‘s approximately. 


Anti-malarial schemes. 

23. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTTj W ill ilie llon’lde the Ministir in 
ehaige cd the l)t‘f)ai t nient ol Local Scdi-t ro\et nmcmt Ik* |)leas(‘d oi Mate 
hat sum ol nione\ is asailalde joi’ the* juoinolion ol ant i-iiiaiai^ivl 
.schemes duiin^ the* < uiieiit >ea?, and the* niaiinc*! tin* said money is he, 
eni|)lo\ed!^ 

The Hon'bleSir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: lOoMsion t(|the 

ext (‘lit shown hedow has Imkmi made* to c an \ on the lollow mg schemes u hie h 
weie designc'd m part with a \ieu ol ahatiiip tin* malarial (tonditiouH 
ol the aieas conecu ned, 

Hevenue (suj)ph‘immtai \ eslimal(‘.s')-- 

^Sowi, Suiithi Scheme ]{.s. l,14,H'>4. 

Loan estimate (sanct loned hudg’et ) — 

Jahuna Scheme^— Rs. 1,00,000. 

Arool Rhil Sc heme— Rs -Ml.lMlO. 

Nowi, Sunihi Sc heme— Rs. 1,00,000. 

Jioan estimate ( supplemental yi — 

Nowi, Sunthi Sc heme*— ]{s. 1,78,000. 


Honorary Physicians and Surgeons as Additional SuiMrintendenti 
^ in certain hospitals. 

24. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (</i Will the Hon'hle 
the Minister in charpe of tlie Departinent of l.ocul Self-Clovernment he 
plea.sed to state what arraiiji'pinents, if any, have hei*n made at the Mayo 
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arifl Snnibhu Nath Pandit Howpitals for providing Honorary l^hysi- 
oiaiiH and SuigeonN as Additional Superintendents from among the 
independent medical practitioners in Calcutta? 

(/>) Will the Ilon’lde the Minister he pleased also to state — 

(/) tlitj numher of Honorary Physicians and Surgeons attached to 
each of these hospitals; 

(//) for how long this system has been in existence; and 

(hi) the sum that has been spent both as non-recuiring and recurring 
exjHMise.s for the intnMluction and maintenance of this system? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) No arrange- 
menls hav(‘ been made for providing Honoraiy Physicians and Surgeons 
as Additional Superintendents from among the independent medical 
practitioners in the two institutions mentioned. 

(h) (i) At present there are two Honorary Physicians at each of the 
institutions, wdiile there are three Honorary Surgeons at the Samhhu 
Niith Ihiridit Hospital and two Honorary Surgeons at the Mayo Hosjiital. 

(f/i The system has been in existence siiic(‘ P)14. 

(///) The initial expenditure necessitated by the introduction of the 
tjcjiemeim uired by tiovernmeni was Its. and the reiuirring charges 
borne liy (loveriimeiit amount to its. It), (>()() per ajinuni. 


Thana dispensaries. 

25. Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTl Bahadur: Will the Hoiride the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local SelL(i(»vernnient l>e 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing distiiet by district — 

(/) the names of the 137 jndiee-station headquarters which are still 
without a ehariiahle dispensary; and 

(;/) the names of the district hoards which have signified their inabil- 
ity tr) pnnido lliese eharitahle disjiensaries though partially 
helped t»\ (he (ioverument and by local subscriptions? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) A statement 
is laid on the Library table. 

(/;) Generally speaking, the proposal has been approved by the 
District Hoards. The Hurdwan, Hankura, Hooghly, Howrah, Nadia, 
Murshidahad, Khulna, Dacca, Hakarganj and Pajshahi Hoards — in most 
eases, on financial grounds—did not accept the proposal for having a 
dispensary'. at each timna headquarters. In the ease of most of these 
Hoards the proposal was not very definitely lejected, hut Government 
is asktui to bar a eonaideruhle portion— usually half— of the initial and 
recurring cost. 
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Madioal raliaf by amploying paripatatic village praotitionars. 

» 26. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT lahadur: Will the Hon'ble iho 
Miiiifiter in cliiufre of the Depiirtinent of Uociil Sflf-lioveinnu'nt bo 
pleased to lay on the table copies of, the opinions of the several district 
boards on the possible utility or otherwise of the system uf medical 
relief by employiiif; peripatetic village practitioners partially subsidised 
by the (ioverument and partially by the district boards!' 

The Hon'ble Sir 8UREN0RA NATH BANERJEA: (lOTOrilllUMll 

have not in niany cases received copies (if the resulnt ions piwsed hy 
district lioards, hut an ahstract of tlnur opinions as repoiled hy tlie local 
officers is laid on the Idhiaiy table. 

Economy in the Ministry of Education. 

27, Mauivi A, K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Will tln^ Hon’hle tlu' Minister 
in charj,^e of Kdiication lie jdea.s(*d to state \Uiut (‘(‘ouonii(‘s, if any, liave 
heeii eflVi'ted hy him, siiicf* he assumt'd (dhci*, in iho administraiion of 
the various departments included in his port folio y 

The Hon’bie Mr, P, C. MITTER 5 No economies have Ikmui (dfecled 
us a result of the assumption of ollice h\ the Minister. 

So far as the ])(‘pai(ment of Kducation isconcmned then* is not iii.,,\ 
j>ossihilit\ of economy, on tin* contiai>, in d(‘l(‘r(‘n( (* to tin* wisinvs ol tlu* 
|uihlic in the mattiu', tlu* exp(‘ndituie for the depai*tm(‘nt has been 
substantially increased since* tin* pn*scnt Munstci took chai^^* cd' ]ii<T 
office. A sii^'^^estioii has, ho\V(*v(*r, Imu*!! recently maih* in the L(*;s’’»‘^hi- 
tive founnl for retrenehini^^ tlu* ins|M»etion (*x|M‘ns(*N of the department 
and the matter is h(*in^^ earefiill^ in\esti^mt(‘d. No retn‘nchnu*nt has 
yet l>een aetually made. 

The (juestion will he furtlu*r eonsidenul h> tlu* K(*tr(*nehm(*nt ('om- 
niittee which has recently h(*(*n ap|)ointed hy the (lovernmeiit. 

Courtesy title of Nawabzade. 

28. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (r;) Will the Hou’blc Ibc 
Member in charge of the I'olilical Ib-purlmcnt 1 k‘ [tlcuhed to slate wbetber 
the son of a titled Nawab is entitled to call liimself Nawabzatla when he 
has not been recognis*-d as such under any order of the fioverumcnt!' 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the negative, are the Goverjimeul con- 
sidering the desirability of i.ssuing a circular to all district officers 
instrutftiug them that a Nawab’s sons are not to Is* addressod.aa Nuwab- 
eadaa unless the title is recognised by Government , 

The Hen’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEM80H; (a) The designation 
Nawabzada ” is confined to the sons of hereditary title-holders of or 
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ahovo tile rank of Nawah. A tein|Kjrarv (‘xception has been allowed in 
llie eanc of llie sons of jiersoiial title-holders in tiiiiiilies as 

sliowii at pa^^e 07 of the Aj)|)eiidix to the Henpil CiwIList for the quai'ver 
endin^^ the Ist July, 

(h) A circiilai was issued liy the Political Departnient of Oovern- 
riient in I)(‘cenil)(‘r, 1911^, and no further instructions to the district officers 
H(‘ein necessary now. The names of all entitled to be addressed as 
“ Nawiibzada ” are shown in tht Apjiendix to the (bvil List. 

Students’ Unions. 

29. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (o) Will the [Ton’ble the 

Afinislei in cliar/^'i' of the Depart iioMit of Education 1)(‘ jdi^nsed to state 
wlieth(‘r 1)(‘ is aware that a iiiovenKUit has been started for or^janisini^ 
sludeiits’ unions in Iteii'^-aly 

(h) If so, liow many colle^res of Henf^al have ^^ot sucli rnionsy 

(r) An* the (iovernm(‘nt i*onsideriii^ tin* d(*sii'ability of ]iublishinf»‘ a 
('oiQiniifiKini' eiicouraf»‘in^' the formation ol sucli sludeiits’ unions? If 
not, why not ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (n) It IS known that such a move- 
ni(*iit lias b(*en start(‘d, but no ofHi lal iiifoniiat ion is availalile, 

♦ {h) \i is b(‘li(‘\ed that four colh‘^’es in lleii;.ral have such unions. 

(r) (boeninuuit havi* no juesent intention c"^' doin^ tins, Init the 
matt(‘i w ill be consider(‘d. 


Civil suits and criminal cases in the Tippera district. 

30. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the tion’ble the Member 
in charp' of tin* Judicial Department be jdeased to lay on the table a 
♦statement showin^»* the numlH*r of suits — civil suits and criminal cases — 
inslituted in (‘ach ol tiu* three subdivisions of the Tipiiera district in tlie 
last two >ears? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: A staleiiient is laid on the 
table. 

Siatnnvnt rvjvrred io iji the rephf to unsUirred qov^t^on So, 30 showinfj the 
uuoiJter of cu'il sotts and rnminal cn.<c,v instituted in each of the 
three $uhdnHsions of the district of Tippera in the yearn 1020 and 

mu 

Sadar Hubdivision— 

Civil suitn imstituted in 1920 — 22,(K19; in 1921 — 17,741. 

Criminal cases instituted in 1920 — 8,434; in 1921 — 6,737. 
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Brahwaiibaria sutxlivi.sioii— 

Civil suits iniltuted in l!)2()~18,Ui2; in 1})21---13,792. 
Criminal cases Tiist it u led in I92li — 1,S27; in 3,747, 
Cbandpur subdivision — 

Civil suits instituted in 1 92(1 —TJ. 985; in 1!I21™9,4S2. 
Crimimil cases instituted in 11(29 — 3.299; in 1921 — 2.1t>l. 


Malarious districts. 

31. Dr. JATINORA NATH MOITRA: {a) Will the Hon bit the 

Mini.ster in cluii'fjfe of tin* l)e|KiilnHMit of Local Sell-liovtunnuMit ht* 
jdeased to state the naint‘s of tli<‘ five ilistncts ot Ibuipal wlitut* tilt' inci- 
dence of malaria and t liohna art* j)ro|)ortiona1t‘l\ tin* hiiiliest |)t‘r mille 
of population, taking into account the aM'ia^t* of the lust five xi'nis? 

{b) (/) What aiian^'eiiH'nts ha\t‘ U'en math* b\ (ht* (iovt'ninn'nt 
since danuai> , 1921, to iinpio\e (ht* \Nalei-sUp|ds for tlrinkin^^ pu^‘|>oses 
and to open out watt*i-lo}^|;e<! uieas in (ht* abo\t* distiicts; and {n) what 
t'Xpeiises ha\<‘ alrt'ad) bt't'ii incuiied by (lovt'i nint'iit foi’ tin* '] miij)om‘ 

The Hon’ble SirSURENDRA NATH BANERJEA:(n^ The disftids 

in \\hich tilt* incidenct' is most M‘\eit‘, art* the fidlowin^^: — 

Lever (includin^^ inan\ noii-nialaiia cases): Hiibhnni, Mni sliidabad. 
Nadia, Dinajjiur and liui(U\an. 

Cholera : 24-1‘ar^mnas, Howrah, Midnapoit*. Hiibhum ainl Khulna. 

A printt'd note on tin* subjt*ct whicli j^nes a molt' coirect \it*W' of tin* 
facts is laid on the Library table. 

{b) (i) and (if) (jovernnient bavt* not yet und(*rtak(*n works in this 
direction but it will bt* the functitin td the sjM*cial aiiti-nialaria branch 
to advise on such ojK*rations. 


Population of Bengal. 

32. Dr. JATINDRA HATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in char^,^e of the Department of Ixical S(*lf-(it»vernment Ik* 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showinj? in a tabular bum, district 
by district — 

(i) the total population of Henpil accordinj,^ to llie la.st census; 

(it) the total annual averaj^^e mortality for the last fiveyars; 

(ill) the numl)er of hospitals and charitable disp(*nKariest and 

(ir) the exjienses, other than establishment charges, incurred by the 
(lovernment under the head ** Medical and Public Health 
during the last five years? 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; The requisiU 
wtulein(‘iitH are laid on the Library table. 


Serampore Khal. 

33. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI : Will the Hon ble the 

Mi II inter in (‘liar^»‘e of the Department of Ijoeal Self-Government l)e 
jdeased to stale whether any action has been taken to improve the insani- 
tary coiulition ui the Seramj)ore Khal in the town of SeramjH)re, in the 
district of lloo^hly, since the answer ^nv(‘n 1)\ the llon’ble the Minister 
to niy (jiiestipn No. 245 at the sitting: of the ('oiincil on Kith July, 1921 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: An estimate of 
cost foi‘ tlie ini|)rovement of the khal has been diawn up b\ the Ghief 
En[(in(‘er, Public lL‘alth De])artnient. The (juestion of funds is now 
under cmisideraiioii. 


Allotments of cess income lo union boards. 

34. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: Will th> Hon ble the 

Minister in chaif^»’e of th(‘ Depai tiiient oi Local Self-Governinent be 
jdeased to state wind her he has receiviMl any re]>resentation from any 
union boai'd^ti^ allot a part of th(‘ income from (h-‘ road i“ss and public 
works c(‘ss to t hem 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pb*as(‘d to state whethei it is 
in conteni[)lat ion to make anv sucli allotment!'' 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) and (/>; The 
answer is in tin* negative. 


Transfer of income from firms to Naihati Union Board. 

35. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (n) Will the Tlon blc the 
Minister in charfje of the Dejmrtnient of liocal Self-Govtunmeui be 
pleased to state whether he received a jietiiion fcoin tin* (Miairmau, 
Naihati Union Hoard in Khulna, to hand over to ihe Jlgard the income 
from several firms within the jurisdiction of tiie >aid Union i" 

(M Does the Hoii’ble the Mini.ster propose lo address Hie Chaiim.an, 
Khulna District Board, on the .subject? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It does not 

appear that any such petition was received. 

(b) The question does not arise. 
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t36. RaJaMANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: AVill the 
llon’ble the Member in ehar^^e of I he Department o‘‘ Finanei* be ])lease(l 
to state the differenee in the eost of the administration of the (Govern- 
ment of Beiiffal before and after the institution of the Ileforms? 

The Hon'We Sir JOHN KERR: The fij^ures for ordinary ex|HMuliture 
are : — 

192t)-2l (aetualsi, Rs. 9,1(1,89,(M)0 (exeliidim: expemlilnre in 

England). 

1921- 22 (revised), Rs. 1 1 ,(S8,8(),0(K) i imhnlin/^^ expenditure in 

En«»‘lan(l). 

1922- 23 (bud^^et), Rs. JO,24,29,(t(t0 (imbidini; e\|)enditin‘e in 

England). 

For an explanation of the imrease, the member is reffrrod to Ihb 
speeeh of Mr. Spr\, SivH'larv to (fov(‘rnment, Finame Department, (»n 
the 23rd Janiiarv, 1922. Tax Rill (Bengal Lt‘gislat)\(‘ ('onm il FroretMb 
ings, Vol. Vl]~No. I, ]ip 272-275). 

Anti-malarial or sanitary drainage schemes. 

37. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will (lie llon’bleUie Minister 
in charge' ol the l)ej>aitinent of li<M‘al S(‘lf-(iovernment 1 h* jdtnised to 
state whether any oi tin* distnet boards of Bengal submitted any sjdienu* 
of ant i-nialai lal oi sanilai \ diainagi* works? 

(5) If so, w ill the llon'ble the Minister be pleasinl to la,\ on the table 
a statement showing, distiiel lioard b\ district board, wliat seheine^ lia\(‘ 
been so sulunitted toi^ethm with their afipioxiniate cost? 

(r) Are those boards taking loans from tlie Do\ eminent? If so, jot 
how much, and for what schemes? 

The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: in) Yes 

(h) and (r) A statement is laid on the Idbrary table. 


Murder cases in Burdwan. 

3S. Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: Will the Hon ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department 1 m» pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the last live years from date — 

(i) the numl)€r of cases of murder; 

(ii) the number of lives lost in each case; and < 

(in) the ultimate result of each case, in the district of Burdwan? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (> ), <n) and (ni) A statement 

is laid on the tiihlt*. * ^ ' 


Statement of murder ca^e^ in the district of Burdwan for 5 years^ 
referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 38, 



ToUl of 

(leclarod 
true. 

Total »nratM“r of 
livi-g lost 

Numfier of rases 
detected. 

Number of ctiei 
ending in 
oonTiction, 

1917 

16 

16 

4 

2 

IIMH 

10 

19 

' 

Nil 

IW 

! 17 

17 

1 

! 5 

1 

1920 

17 ; 

1 

1 

17 

5 


1921 

26 ! 

1 ! 

26 

8 

1 


Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; Is Iho Hon’lde the Memhoi 
aware llial I he stalemeiii |;iv(Mi here* in aiiswto' 1o ([uesiion No. ‘IS dis- 
closes a slate of alVairs wliieh demand drastic action for the improve- 
nimit 4 )J' the ])oli(^eF 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; Is that a question? Is it 
not askin^^ for an expression (d opinion? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 cannot allow this (jiiestion. 


Stay of Under-Secretaries at Darjeeling. 

39. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
th(‘ Miuiiher in rharf,^e of the Appointment Dtqiartraent he pleased to 
stat<‘ for how^ lonp the Under-Secretaries to Government remained at 
Darjeeliiij^ in the years U)l!)-2t) and ? 

(h) For how' lon^^ have they remained at Darjeelin;^ during 1921-22 
and ll)22-2d? 

(r) If the ]X‘riod he longer, will llie Hon’ble the Member be pleaaed 
to state the reasons for this longer stay? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler gave an 
assurance to the Council that the parjeeling expenses an J residence of 
officials would be curtailed? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a), .M tml (n A 

meiit is laid on the tiible. 

((/) The answer in in the affirmative.- 


Slatemeiit referred to in Ih reidiiti) flames (a).{h) and (c) of unsturred 
qtmltnn Xn. "9, sinnriiig the dii ration of the stay of rndfr-Smytaries 
or Assistant Secretaries in Ihirje ling daring the yeriod V.)U)—'dd. 


j 

Uti'ler or Asuistant Swrcttu \ | 

of Depaiiment. | 

1 

IViiod of hU\ 111 j 
mis-'.'it. 

ren*<l tif stHj III 
ISlti-21 

iVnod of alar la 
IWl-*.': ! 

Cjeldoit of hill) III 
V |^j2.s3 


Days 

DaM< 

1 

Da\s. 

'l)a\ P 

1. Jluiioial. r(»liti<al anti 
App'iiiitiueiit Dt'pjnl- 
menu. 

1 

135 

I 

12H 

41. 1 

7(1 

i 

2. Fiuftiicc and (Joimiicicc 
Dopartiuents. 

48 

H3 

05 

Nil 

3, Rcvetiuc Deparluiciit ... 

! 

i 

50 

Nil 

Nil 

4. Ktlncation uidI liccal Solf- 
Govoiiiinent Ucpitit- 

IIlPlltK. 

I 

1 73 

54 

: 

i 

Nil 

f). A;;iiciiltiir(‘ and Itidtis- 
Ifich IVpartinciit. 

Nil" 

Nil® J 

1 

1 


6 pulflic \Volk^ Depart- 
incut. 

Nil 

i 

1 

27 

1 N-il 

Nil 

i 


• Tlif Depart rueiit wMTiTftK'd in 


Deputy Commissionership of Police from Anglo-Indian and 
Domiciled European Assistant Commissioners. 

40. Mr. H. A. STARK: (m Will the Hon'hle the Member in i lmitre 
of the Appointment Department be [)ieased to stale whether the .Viiplo- 
fudian.s and Domiriled European'- are preelndeil b\ inleor pnietice lirmi 
beinp promoted from Assi.stanI Commissioners to Deputy Coinmissionei.s 
of I’oliee in Calcutta? 

(b) If not, are the (jovernment eonsidi'riiifr the desirability of ear- 
marhinjr at least one Dejiuty (’ommissioiiership of 1‘olice from the 
AitJrlo-Iudian and Domkiled Europ<ian Assistant Commissioners of 
Police? 

(c) is there any order by which an A.ssistant Commissioner of the 
Calcutta Police cannot officiate for a Deputy Commissioner of Police in 
Calcutta for a period esceediflg four months? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: {n) No. 

(/;) No. I( i.s iiol ooriaidejed de.sirflWe to reserve posts which ye 
filled hy selection and merit frtr a particular class of subordinate officer. 

{(•) Yes. The question of a modification of this order is now under 
consideration. 


Ooveton College Funds. 

41. iffi’. H. A. STARK: (//) Ih ihe Hon’We llie Member in char^^e 
of llie Depai'lmeni of European Education aware tliat in 1915 when the 
Dovetom was abolished owin^ to the passin^^ of the Dovelon 
Trust Act, 1914 (hen^,^al Act HI of 1914), there existed appertaining^ to 
the (^)lle^^e tin* following s(‘parale Trust Funds, namely — 

(/) Arson Scliolarship Fund established 1804, value Rs. 8,750, 
ill) A^is Testimonial Fund, established 1HI>(), value Rs. 501), 

(///4 Mor^niii Tfvstimonial Fund, established 1(S85, value Rs. 500, and 
(//') Maharaja Sindhia Fund, established 1(S98. value Rs. 300? 

(M If so, will the Ilon’ble the Member be pl(‘as(*d to stat(‘ — 

(/) what has become of these funds, 

(//) by wdiom th(‘y are bein^,^ administered, 

(in) what now is their respective corpus, 

(//') how they are bein^r utilised, and 

(/') if any (d' them is not bein^ utilised, how (iovernment propose that 
they should be employed? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EUROPEAN EDUCA- 
TION (the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson); (a) and (M No information 
m discoverable about the Vos Testimonial Fund, Morgan Testimonial 
Fund, and Maharaja Sindhia Fund. It is probable that they were 
imnged in the rest of the Doveton jirojierty. 

The Arson Scholarship Foundation which was founded about IS&i 
with a corpus of Rs. 3,500 appears to have been absorbed m the Dovelon 
(\)llege Funds: it is impo.ssible to trace the facts, but the probability is 
that the promissory notes in which the Trust money was invested were 
sold by the Rank to cover overdrafts. In 1915, after the passing of the 
Doveton Trust Act, (iovernment issued orders that the scholarship should 
be revived. This has not been done, but steps to this effect are now 
being tsken. The Scholarship Fund will be administered by the 
Inspector of European Schools, Bengal, 
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School Inspecting Agency. 

^ 42. Mr. Hi a. STARK. Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table a detailed 
statement of the school inspecting agency entertained by the Department, 
indicating — 

(i) the number of school inspectors in each class of inspecting 
oflicers ; 

(it) the cost in the year 1921-22, including salaries and travelling 
allowances, of each rank of inspecting otiicer; 

(in) the average number of schools which ea(‘h sub-inspe(‘tor of 
schools has under his inspection, and the j)rcscril)ed fnnjuency 
of his inspection of each school wiihin the official year; and 

(tv) the total amount paid to each grade of school (c.//., high 
schools, middle schools, etc.), as grant-in-aid during the 
year 1921-22? 

Tha H(Hl’blo Mfi Pi c. MITTER; (?) and (?V) The member is 
referred to the answers to a similar (luestion asked by llai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Baliadur on the 11th July last. 

(iii) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(?c) The member is referred to the answers to a similar (luestion 
isked by Kai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur on the 11th July last. 

Commerce Department schemes on Co^fncil resoiutione. 

43. Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the 
IIoTi’ble the Member in charge of the Department of ('ommerce be 
pleased to lay on the table a list of schemes in the Department of Com- 
merce refen’ed to in resolutions carried or accepted by the ))r(‘Hent 
Council with the approximate cost for each? 

(h) Of these schemes, how’ many and w^hich liave Wn given effeert 
to and the extent to which they have been given effect to? 

(r) How many and which of these- schemes have been held up for 
want of funds ? 

(d) How many and which of these schemes do the Ooveniment not 
propose to accept P 

MEMBER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon’ble 
8ir John Kerr): (a), (h), (r) and (d) There was no scheme of the 
nature referred to in the Commerce Department. 

Presidants of.the Bengal L^islative Council. 

44. BM>u 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the date of the appointment of Mr. H. E. A. Cotton os President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council; 
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(ii) the date from which Mr. H. E. A. Cotton will draw his pay; 

(Hi) the date from which the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda 
has resigned the post of the President, Bengal Legislative 
C'ouricil ; 

(iv) how long during liis tenure of office was the Hon’ble Nawab 
Sir Syed Sliani'^-ul-Huda on leave; 

(r) tlie iTiontlily salary of the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Sharas-ul- 
Huda; and 

(vi) the monthly salary of the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton as the 
President of the Bengal Legislative Council? 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: (7) 1st July, 1922. 

( 11 ) Mr. (’otton will draw pay from the date on which he joins his 
duties. 

(lit) 1st July, 1922. 

(iv) The Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Sliams-ul-Huda was pt^rmitted 
to be abs(‘nt from his duties for a priod of about five and a half 
months. 

(r) Rs. 3,000 iier mensem. 

(I’l) Rs. 3,000 ]KU’ mensem. 


Dainodar Canal water rates. 

45. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation lie pleased to state 
whether tlu* (lovi'rnment have consult(*d the district officers and through 
them tlie pulilic about tlu' raising ot the water rates in connection with 
the Damodar Canal jiroject ? 

(/;) If tlie answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the vu'ws ot the district officers and of the 
jmblic on the subject ? 

(c) Does it becoiiK' a jiroductive scheme if the water rates are 
raised ? 

{(/) Has the lloirble the Member consultfd the Standing Committee 
(Tn Irrigation as stated by him on 2nd December last? 

(c) When will the Government lie in a jiosition to take up the 
work ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
'MRDWAN: (/i) As the project is still In'ing worked out in detail, 
<^e district officers and through them the public have not yet been 
consulted. 

(6), (r), (rf) and (r) The questions do not arise. 
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Indians in the Calcutta Preventive Service. 

*46. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: («) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
what percentage of Indians was sanctioned by the Secretary of State 
for India for ap]X)intment in the Calcutta Preventive Service? 

(b) When was this sanctioned and from what date have the Bengal 
Government given effect to it ? 

(r) Wliat is the total numher of Preventive Officers in the Calcntta 
Customs and how many of them are Indians? 

(d) What is the numher of Muhammadans and Hindus, resjXH'tively, 
recruited for this service ? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a), (M, (r) and (d) The member 
is referred to the answer given at the Council meeting of the IMh March, 
1922, to an unstarred question of Khan Hahadur Mauivi Muhammad 
Ershad AH Khan Chaudhuri. 

Appraisers in Calcutta Customs. 

47. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon hie the 

Member in charge of the Dejiartment of Finance he phrased to state liow 
many appraisers there are in the (\ilcutta (histoms, and how many of 
them are ('hristiaiis, Hindus and Muhammadans? 

(h) Will the Hon’hle the Member k* jdeased to state the reasons why 
there is only one Muhammadan appraiser? 

(r) What qualifications as an appraiser have Messrs, (’ousins and 
Durham ? 

(d) Is it a fact that they were clerks in the Collector^ office? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) There are 27 ajipraiserH, substan- 
tive or provisionally substantive, of whom 18 are EurofMHin Christians, 

2 Indian Christians, 5 Hindus, 1 Muhammadan and 1 I’arsi. 

(h) Because of the lack of Muhammadans |)ossessiug the reiiuisite 
qualifications (including general Customs expi*rience). 

(c) Both these officers are officiating as appraisers. 

Mr. Cousins had clerical exi)erience and after resigning the Customs 
Department in 1919 worked for two years with an engineering firm, 
where he acquired technical knowdedge which was a (jual iff cation for 
appointment to an appraisership. 

Mr. Durham’s work as a clerk and superintendent in the office showed 
that he possessed a character and intelligence that eminently fitted him 
for the work of an appraiser. 

(d) Yes, but Mr. Cousins had resigned his clerical appointment two 
years before his appointment as an appraiser. 
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Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: May I know whether Muhammadan 
candidates possessing character and intelligence — nothing but simpje 
character and intelligence — and no additional qualifications fitting them 
for ilw [K)s< of Appraiser were not forthcoming? Mr. Durham’s appoint- 
mcn< has heen justified on the ground that he [assessed character and 
iiiielligeiice that eminenfly fitted him for tlie work of an Appraiser. As 
regards Muhammadans it is stated that there were no Muhammadans 
jKissessing tlie re(|uisite (|uaIifications. I ask whether Muhammadan 
candidaies possessing mere character and intelligence were not forth- 
coming? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: I am informed that the Collector 
of Customs endeavoured to find a suitable Muhammadan candidate but 
failed to do so. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: May 1 know if there are any hard 
and fast rules laid down as to the amount of intelligence and character 
rcquinnl ? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: There is no hard and fast rule. 

Maulvi A. K FAZL-UL HAQ: Will the answer be communicated 
to the Collector of Customs? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: Yes; the answer will be communi- 
cated. 


Overtime work of preventive offloers at salt golas. 

48, Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (n) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge' of the Department of Finance lie pleased to state 
whellier oNcrlime work at the salt gidas after the duty hours, i.c., from 
7 A.M. to 3 r.M. is optional with the preventive officers and whether 
lefiisal to work overtime is considered an offence rendering one liable 
to jninishment or warning? 

(M Are the Government considering the desirability of laying on 
the table all the jwiptus concerning the dismissal of Mr. P. Dass, dis- 
missal and reinstatement of Mr. 0. Jelly and the punishments of 
Messrs, lb John, C. N. Dover, C. Hart and E. Knight? 

Th6 Hon’blo Sir JOHN KERR: (</) Overtime work is comimlsory 
and refusal to woik overtime i.s treated as a breach of discipline. 

(h) No. 

Action of Government officers againot puUio press. 

48. Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
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whether the now defunct Press Association, which was started in Cal- 
cutta about a decade ago, was assured by the authorities that not only 
previous permission of the Government would be necessary for an action 
by a Government officer against the Press but that the Government 
would remain neutral in all cases by a Government servant against i!ie 
Press ? 

(h) If so, will the Hon^ble the Member he> pleased to slate why the 
Government are bearing the complainant's cost in sm h cases at jiresent ? 


ThO Hon’ble Mti Hi Li STEPHENSON: {a) Government have no 
knowledge of any such assurance. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Fittered water-supply to Baranagore Municipality. 

50. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Sell-Government be 
pleased to refer to the answer given to my unstarred (jnestioM No. 1^89 
for the meeting of the 81st March, I9!i2, and state why the Baranu- 
gore iniinicipmlity has not been mentioned among the riparian muni- 
cipalities which have no general supply of tilter(*d watei? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the fact that the Barana- 
gore rauniciirality lias only a partial supjdy of tilt<‘red water limited to 
a ver}" small area and tliat this also (annot be used for drinking pur- 
j)oses during the summer months by even the very small numlKjr of 
people who can avail themselves of it? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A certain 
amount of filtered water is actually supplied to th(‘ inhabitants of 
Baranagore by the mill authorities. The Baranagore muTiicii>Hlity could 
not, therefore, be correctly included among municipalities “ that have 
pot ps yet got a filtered water-supply.’^ 

(6) It is hardly correct to say that the partial supply is limited to 
a small area. The main from the mill water-works runs along nearly 
the whole length of Hedger Road, which is one of the iirincipal thorough- 
fares of the municipality, and it provides for at least one-sixth of the 
population if not more. The average daily supply to the municipiility, 
as measured by meters fixed since May last, was 22,009 gallons a day 
during the month of May, and 17, (KK) gallons a day in Tune and 11,000 
a day for the first 14 days of July. The supply during the summer 
months of May and June was greater than it is at present. The mills 
have agreed to supply the municipality 16,000 gallons a day which at 
4 gaUons a head should provide for 4,000 people against a population 
of the municipality of 26,000 souls approximately. 
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Candidates for 8iib*lnipectorship from Fvidpur 
Namaaudra community. 

51. Babu BHI8HMAOEV DA8: WiU the Hon’ble the Member in 
cliarjfe of (lie Police l)ej)artment be pleased to state — 

(i) in what year a Namasudra candidate was appointed as police 
svib-insjKictor from Faridpur; 

(a) how many candidates from that class applied for the post in 
subsequent years; -and 

(i/i) why none was selected for appointment? 

The Hon’bie Mr, H. L, 8 TEPHEN 80 Ni (i) No such candidate has 
lieen appointed. 

(m) Twenty-seven in the last four years. 

(ii’i) None of them were selected, either on account of their educa- 
tional or ]ihysical disqualifications or because other candidates were 
considered to be more suitable. 


Revision of pay of police sub>inspectors. 

52. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs (a) Js the Uon ble the 

Member in chart,fe of the Pcdice Department aware that there is dis- 
content amoiifr the suli-inspectors of police on account of the last revision 
of tlieir jxiy ? 

(I>) Is the Ilon'ble tlie Member also aware that the officers of the 
subordinate educational service and sulHirdinafe medical service have all 
received niuc.h higher (Trades, vu., 75-200, as comiiared with 80-130 
of ilio of jHiliceP 

(r) Aro the Oovenimeut wnsidering tho doHirability of— 

(0 iiKTousiug the grade, especially the maximum piiy, of the sub- 
inHi)ectors of police; and 

(it) introducing an annual system of increment of pay in place of 
the present quinquennial system ? 

Tk. Hon-U. Mr. H. t. STErSENtON: (.) 0,.,™., 

that sub-insj)ectors of jiolico wish to have their pay further increased 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 

Checking of Counoil members' travelling allmranoe bilk. 

5i 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member m charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that many members of the Bengal Legislative 
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Council who charge double first class fares genemlly travel in lower 
classes? 

(6) Are the members required to state in their travelling allowance 
bills that they have actually travelled in the first chtss? Would such 
statements by the members be sufficient to get their travelling allowance 
bills passed, or are they required to be checked and ceitified by any 
officer of the Legislative Department ? 

(c) Is any system of checking and certifying the travelling allowance 
bills of the Council prevalent? If the answer is in the afiirmallve, by 
whom are they reiiuired to be checked and certified? 

(d) If there is no system of checking and certifying the travelling 
allowance bills of the members of the Council, are the (iovcM-nment con- 
sidering the desirability of taking early steps to intiodiice an elVective 
system for the purpose? 

{e) Are the (Government contemplating any steps to prevent the 
recurrence of such things in future? 


MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, H, L, Stephenson): (n) (Government have no information 
on the subject except that ('ontained in the stateimMit made bv ceilain 
members in the course of the debate on Mr. Ajoy Cbunder DutCs reso- 
lution last July on the subject of the travelling alb)wam*e of menilaM's. 

(h) Members are not leipiired to certify on their bills as to the class 
by which they actually travelled. 

(r) and {d) Travelling’ allowance bills are checked in the Legislative 
Department and in the office of the Accountant-tienmal, Hengal. 

(e) The attitude of (tovernment w'ill be explained in the debate on 
Rabu Fanindralal De’s res(dution for this session on the subjiM't of the 
travelling allowance and residential allowance of members. 

Muhammadan Holidayi. 

54. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the HoiCbie the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 

(a) Whether any committee was ever formed to consider the ques- 
tion of Muhammadan holidays? 

(6) If the answer to clause (u) is in the affirmative, will he be pleased 
to state the time it was constituted, the principle under which it was con- 
stituted, the names of the members of the committee, and whom they 
represented P 

(c) What were the results of the discussiun of the committee and 
what orders did Government pass on its report ? 

The Hon’Ua Sir JOHN KERR: (a) No. 

(b) and (c) These questions do not arise. 
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School Text-Books. 

65. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minist/^r 
in c’harj^e of the Department of Education be pleased to state the pro- 
cedure adopted in approving books submitted for use in Primary, Middle 
E'n^(lish and High English Schools? 

(h) Is it a fact that a preliminary examination is done before sub- 
mitting books for examination to the members of the Text-Book Com- 
mittee? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fa(tt that Dr. T. 0. 1). Dunn makes that preliminary examination him- 
self? If so, why? 

{(I) Is it a fact that b(H)k8 in Bengali are examined by Dr. Dunn? 

(c) If H(i, what special qualifications does he posse.ss to examine books 
written in the B(mgali language? 

(/) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be ideased to state by whom this preliminary examination is 
doiK^ and what sj)ecial qualifications the examiners i)OHsess for the 
))ur]M)se P 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The final approval of all text- 
b(K)ks for use in schools rests with the Director of Public, Instruction. 
Books are forwarded (except those on hygiene and sanitation) to the 
Secretary of the Text-Book Committee. The following action is then 
taken ; — 

(1) They are examined by English and Indian officers of the depart- 
ment. 

(i?) Books on which opinion is requirt'd are issued to members of 
the Text-Book Committee who record their views and return 
them to the Secretary. Books obviously unsuitable are put 
aside. ^ 

(3) Meetings of sub-committees are summoned and the members 

discuss the opinions submitted and record their decision. They 
also see the books rejected in the preliminary examination. 

(4) A final meeting of the whole committee is then held and is pre- 

sided over by the Director of Public Instruction. Lists of 
all books originally sent in are discussed ; and books already 
issued to members, and booh not so issued^ are then avail- 
able for discussion. Lists of all books originally sent in are 
laid on the table and the Secretary explains the action taken 
and the decisions arrived at. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Dr. T. 0. D. Dunn cannot possibly examine all the books. He 
examines certain books in English. The reason is that he is the most 
suitable oflScer for this work. 
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(d) No. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

(/) The preriminary examination of Bengali hooks is done by highly 
qualified Bengali officers of the department. Their special qualifications 
are — 

(1) good university attainments, and 

(2) experience of school work and requirements. 


Loans for malariai and other schemes. 

56. Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of L(H‘al Self- 
(jovernment Im‘ pleased to state wheth(*r there is any pro}X)sal to raise a 
loan for the purpose of combating malaria and for other kinds of 
development work in the near future? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Government 
of Bengal have been considering the question of raising a loan. If this 
loan is raised, a ]K)rtion will lx* allotted to the Public Health Dejxirt- 
ment and it is proi>osed that a |K)rtion of this allotment should Ik) 
utilized for granting loans to local Ixidies for the execution of anti- 
malarial schemes. 


Waiting-room for females at Ranaghat. 

57. Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: (a) Has 

the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Dejmrtment 
Public Works lieen drawn to the inconveiiienc(‘ felt, s|Kn‘ially by 
purdah ladies, for want of a wailing-ixann, or an eiu'losed place, on the 
down platform at Ranaghat station on the East(*rn Bengal Railway? 

(h) Are the Government considering the de.sirability of moving the 
Railway authorities in this matter at an early daU'? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(rt) The answer is in the negative. 

(h) The attention of the railway authorities wdll lx* drawn to this. 

Waiting-room at Poradah. 

58. Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: (a) Has 

the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department 
of Public Works been drawn to the inconvenience of the travelling 
public for want of a shed over any of the four platforms of Poiaduh 
station on the Eastern Bengal Railway ? 



46 QUESTIONS. f23ED Auo. 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Railway authorities to this matter? 

f 

The Hon/ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(h) The attention of tlie Eastern Bengal Railway authorities will be 
drawn to this. 


Dacca University. 

59. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Deiwirtment of Education be ideased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the total number of schools and colleges under the Dacca 
University; 

(n) the total number of students in each school and college; 

(iii) the total non-recurring cost which has been incurred up to 
date in connection with the said University and the schools 
and colleges thereunder; 

i'lv) the total amount of monthly recurring charge incurred for the 
maintenance and upkeep thereof; and 

(v) the toial number of teachers and ])rofeMsors attached to each 
school and college and the total monthly salaries payable to 
them ? 

Th0 Hon’bh Mr. P. c. MITTER; (i) The Dacca University is a 
unitary teaching and residential (Iniversity. It has no schools and 
colleges affiliated to it. 

(n) The question does not arise. 

{lii) and (iv) The accounts of the University are being audited by 
the Accountant-General’s Dejiartment, and the figures asked cannot lie 
supplied at present, but the ijuestion as regards colleges and schools 
does not arise. 

(v) The question does not arise. 


PoUing centres for oleotion to the Lilbtgh Looal Boird. 

60. Babu 8URENORA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Deinirtment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of polling centres set up in the Lalbagh subdivision 
for recording votes in the recent local board election; 
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(it) the total number of voters as well as of villages in the sub- 
^ division; and 

(in) the area of the subdivision in square miles? 

(h) Is it a fact that the fxdling centres were set u]) at distances far 
away from many villages and that the majority of voters did not attend 
the booths for recording their votes? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(/) the percentage of voters who attended the booths; 

(ii) the number of voters in each of the thanas of Jiaganj and 

Murshidabad ; 

(iii) the j)ercentage of electors who attended the Jiaganj-Murshid- 

abad centre ; and 

(iv) the largest nuinlKT of votes that returned the successful can- 

didate at tie .liaganj-ca ///-Murshidabad centre? 

(d) Is it a fact that so far as the ab(»ve two thanas were concerned 
many voters did not attend the (entre to record their votes and that 
the Jiaganj side was almost uiirej/resented ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of setting up 
polling centres, in future elections, within three miles to the seat of 
electors ? 

(/) Are the nominations distributed all over the sulnlivision or are 
they limited to particular thanas? 

The Hon’Ue Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (//) (/) Five 
centres were set up in this subdivision. 

(ii) ITie total number of voters was d,997. llie total numl/er of 

villages was 1,027, but since the transfer ol the transgangetic area in 

April to Malda district the number lias come down. 

(«/) The total area of the subdivision was 459*52, but 8inc>e April 

last the area is 453*43 due to the transfer of the transgangetic area to 

Malda district. 

(b) The polling centres were set up in the thana buildings and the 
villages lying on the outskirts of each thana were at some distance from 
the centre. The majority of voters in each thana centre (Lalgola 
excepted) did not attend the booths for reamling their votes, but the 
percentage of the voters attending is not disapi/ointing, considering the 
fact that the Local Board has been newly established in this subdivision. 

(c) (i) The percentage of voters, thana by thana, who attended the 
booths are as follows : — 

Murshidabad and Jiaganj— 40 per cent. 

Bhagwangola— 2S per cent. 
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Saffanliffhi— 13 per cent, (this was uncontested). 

Nal).a;?raTn — 40 per cent. 

Lal^fola — 51 per cent. 

(ii) Jiaganj— 134 voters. 

Murshidabad— 225 voters. 

(Hi) Forty per cent. 

(iv) Eighty-three. 

{(1) It is true that many voters from Jiaganj side did not attend 
the centre and that side was almost unrei)resented and this may be 
attributed to the fact that the only candidate hailing from Jiaganj 
thana, withdrew his candidature. Proximity of Jiaganj to the polling 
centre at Murshidabad comjxires very favourably with the distance of 
outlying villageL> from other thana c-entres. 

(e) The cost of Local Board election is met from District Fund. 
The total allocation of funds to the Local Board is only Rs. 2,000. As 
the setting uj) of polling centres within three miles of the seat of 
electors will entail an expenditure amounting to Rs. 1,000 approximately 
including halting and travelling allowances of Presiding Officers, the 
j)roposal cannot Ik* accepted in view of the present financial stress. 

(/) The nominations are fairly distributed all over the suMivision, 
as far as j)racticabl(‘. ProjH^r representation of minorities and 8i)ecial 
communities is also looked to in the matter of nomination. 


Polling centres for election to Lalbagh Local Board. 

81. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: ((0 Is the Ron ble 

the Minister in charge of the IX'partment of Ix>cal Self-Oovernment 
aware that the electors of tho Local Board election in the Lalbagh sub- 
division have to travel over long distances from their houses to the 
jK)lling stations F 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of increas- 
ing the numlxir of }M)lling stations in this subdivision? 

The HoifMe8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (h) The 

member is referred to the answer given to clauses (b) and (e) of 
another question on the subject put by the member at this meeting. 


Medical schemes on Council resolutiona. 

62. Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a list of the schemes in the Medical 
Branch referred to in resolutions carried or accepted by the present 
Council with the approximate cost for each f 
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(h) Of these schemes, how many and which have been ^iven effect 
to^and the extent to which they have been given effect toP 

(c) How many and which of these schemes have been held up for 

want of funds ? 

% 

(rf) How many and which of these schemes do the Government not 
propose to accept? 

The Hoo’bh Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; The following 
are the resolutions concerning the Medical Branch which have k^en 
passed by the Council : — 

(/) Resolution by Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur for the 
establishment of a charitable disjxuisary at every thana in 
Bengal. 

(2) Resolution by Mr. 1). C. Ghose, regarding the establishment 

of medical schools. 

(3) and (4) Resolutions by Balm Kishori Mohan (Tiaudhuri and 

Dr. Ilassan Suhrawardy regarding the apiiointment of cx)ra- 
mittees to consider the (jnestion for the restoration and 
development of the Ayurvedu* and Tibbi or Unani systems 
of treatment, 

(5) Resolution by Mr. J. (’ani])bell Forrester regarding the juovi* 
sion of Rs. 50, ()()() for construction of a Lejier (X)lony. 

Stejw have been taken to give effect to lesolution (/) in a somewhat 
modified form and orders have been issued in this oflBce Circular 
No. 114-18 T.Medl., dated the 5th June, 1922. 

With regard to (2) the resolution was accejded by Government and 
a Committee was apiwinted to advise Government as to the measures to 
be taken for the establishment of new medicul schools. After con- 
sideration of the repxirt of the Committee, Government decided to take 
immediate steps for the establishment of a medical school at Mymen- 
singh for which a provision of Rs. 27,000 is king made in the supple- 
mentary estimates for the acquisition of necessary land, while it is 
proposed to meet the cost of the building from the proj^osed provincial 
loan. Some amount has also been raised from other sources towards 
the scheme. It has also ken decided that the next step in this direc- 
tion will be the establishment of a sc’IkmJ at Chittagong as soon as 
finances jiennit, estimates for which have lieen called for from the 
Surgeon-General. 

With regard to (3) and (4) these resolutions were accepted by 
Government and Committees were appointed to consider the question 
of improvement of the Ayurv^edic and Unani or Tibbi systems of treat- 
ment. The reports of the Committees have not as yet been received. 
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With rej^ard to (5) it may be noted that the original cost of the 
scheme (providing accommodation for 1,000 patients) which was estim^a- 
ted at lis. 4, 10,000 (non-recurring) and Rs. 1,50,000 (recurring) has 
been found to be prohibitive in the present state of provincial finance. 
It has therefore been proiKwed to reduce the scheme for the present for 
200 patients enlarging it afterwaids as funds are available. The 
estimate of the reduced scheme has been called for from the Surgeon- 
General and its receijd is awaited. When this is received the question 
of the provision of funds, as recommended in the resolution, will be 
considered. 


Stoppage of booking of goods via Saiitahar. 

63i Mfi Wi Li TRAVERS! (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the I)ej>artment of Tublic Works aware that the hooking of 
all goods, via Saiitahar, was stojqied upon the Eastern Bengal Railway 
on the 5th of Inly, and that there had been no resumption by the 14th 
of July? 

(h) Is the Hon’hle the Minister also aware that no information has 
been issued by tlie authorities of the Ei^tern Bengal Railway or asso- 
ciated Railways in regard to the length of this stoppage? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
that, in tuture, when such a stopjxige of Ixioking occurs, a statement 
may lie issued, for wide publication, by (he Agent giving— - 

(i) the cause; and 

( 71 ) the date of probable resumption? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur : (a) Yes. It has lieen ascertained that the suspen- 
sion of booking was necessar^^ owing to anticiimted difficulties conse- 
quent on a change of contractors. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) The attention of the Railway administration has been drawn to 
this suggestion. 


Howrah-Amta Railway fares. 

64. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Minister in chai’ge of the Department of Public 
Works been drawn to the steady incmise of monthly fares on the Howrah- 
Amta Light Railway ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
comi^anitive statement showing the present rates of monthly tickets for 
the East Indian Railway, Bengal-Nagpur Railway, Eastern Bengal 
^lailway and the Howrah-Amta Light Railway ? 
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(c) What ia the total increase in the new tariff over pre-war rates 
in^the monthly fares? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the increase in the 
monthly ticket fares has caused inconvenience and discontent among 
the passengers on the Howrah- Amta Inght Railway? 

(e) What is the stipulation regarding fares in the agreement of the 
Howrah-Amta Light Railway with the Local Oovernment? 

(/) Did the Government receive any representation against the 
increase in the monthly ticket fares on the IIowrah-Amtii Light Railway? 

(g) If so, what action, if any, has Wn taken or is projH>sed in the 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The fares of monthly concession tickets introduced 
in Octolxn’, 1913, were considerably lower in all classes than those in 
force prior to that date. The 1st (dass fares introduced in February, 
1917, remained the same, but the inter and 3rd class fares were increased 
over those of 1913. The 1st class fares introduc'ed in .lune, 1920, were 
increased in the case of some stations and decreased in others, while 
the inter and 3rd class were increased. All classes were further increased 
in the scale introduced in April, 1922. 

(h) A statement is laid on the 1 library table. 

(r) A statement is laid on the library table. 

(d) It is alleged that this is so in certain memorials received on the 
subject. 

(c) The member is referred to paragraph 35 of the ** Bengal District 
Road Tramways Company Order, 1895,” published in the Calnifta 
Gazette under notification No. Ill, dated the 2()tli March, 1895, and 
to the modification in this i)aragraph published under Calcutta Gazette 
notification No. 17, dated 31st January, 1899. 

(f) Yes. 

(//) The reply to the petitions is contained in Bengal Government, 
Public Works Department letter No. 290/91 R., dated 7th March, 1922, 
an extract from which is placed on the table. , 

Eitraet paragraphs 1 to 5 from Bengal Gorernwent Puhlw Works 
Department {Raihray Branch) letter No. dated the 

7th March, 1922, refeircl to in the reply to clause (g) of unstarred 
question No, 64. 

In reply to the memorials, dated the 15th December, 1921, and 4th 
January, 1922, from (a) the daily, weekly and ocx^asional, and (ft) daily 
passengers of the Howrah-Amta Light Railway addressed to His Excel- 
lencv the Governor on the subject of the enhancement of the cost of 
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monthly tickets on that railway, I am directed to inform you that the 
Howrah- Am ta Lipfht Itailway was c/)nstlructed under tlie Bengal 
District Hoad Tramways Com{)any Order, 1895,” published in the 
Calcutta Gazeite under notification No. Ill, dated the 26th March, 
1895. Though tlie term “ trauiway ” was subsequently changed to 
” light railway ” the provisions of that order are still in force with 
such modifications as have been ordered or notified from time to time. 

2. In ac(u)rdaiice with the provisions of the alwvementionod 
” Order ” the extent of control exercisable by Government over passen- 
gers’ fares is limited to the maxima charges j>er mile for single journey 
tickets, the sdnction of the Locd' Oovernment being required to these 
maxima. 

The grant, by the management, of concessions, c.^., monthly tickets, 
is not governed by the “ Order ” referred to above and if the manage- 
ment find it necessary to iruTease the cost of these tickets. Government 
cannot object pi'ovided the basis of the cdiarge, vi:., the single journey 
fare, does not exceed the maximum sanctioned by Government for each 
class. 

SiiK’c tlie oi)ening of the railway the fares charged have been at 
the rate of pies jkt mile for a single journey lower (third) cltws 
ticket and this rate is not higher than the rate charged on other light 
railways in Bengal. 

3. The jietitioners slate that the cost of monthly tickets is to be 
increased with eli’ectfrom February, 1922, (//) to an extent as is in their 
oj)inioTi exorbitant and (h) by 20 to 30 ]k^y cent. The facts are that 
instead of calculating the cost of a monthly ticket at 25 times a single 
journey ticket the management at first decided to incTcase the cost to 
32 times a single journey ticket. 

As the i^etitioners are no doubt aware the management have, in 
deference to an api>eal by the travelling jniblic, j)osti)oned the intro- 
duction of the revised fare t-arifif for monthly tickets for another month, 
ix'iiding further consideration of the matter, and are now prejmred to 
increase the cost of a monthly ticket to 30 instead of to 32 single fares 
for distances under 12 miles while for distances above 12 miles the 
charge will be calculated at 24 times the single fare. This proix>8al, I 
am to observe, is equivalent to a charge for the shorter distance journeys, 
of a single ticket fare for a double journey and the concession is of 
considerable value. If any jmssenger finds there is no advantage in 
availing himself of the concession offered, he can still perform each 
journey at the rate in force by purchasing a single journey ticket. 

4. In the circumstances stated, the Government of Bengal (Minis- 
try of Public Works) do not propose to interfere with the method of 
calculating the cost of concession tickets adopted by the Managing 
Agents provided the maxima sanctioned rates for each class for single 
journey tickets are not exceeded. 
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6. With reference to the contention that the method of calculating 
the cost of concession tickets on this light railway slionld Ih‘ similar 
to that adopted on other railways jxirticularly on the East Indian, the 
Eastern Bengal, and the Bengal-Naginir Railways, I am to say, that 
as the importance of the revenue derived from eaidi kind of traffic vanes 
on trunk and light railways, the contention cannot reasonably 1 h' upheld. 
Light Railways de[)end for their principal revenue, on sliort journey 
passenger traffic, whereas the })rincipal revenue of trunk lines is d(‘rivt‘Il 
from goods traffic. 

The i)etitioners refer to Bengal Government letti'r No. dated 

the 19th May, as iiiliinating that tin* raU's of lari‘s on the llowM'ah* 
Amta Light Railway would be reduced and that after reduction those 
fares would be the normal. I am to point out, ho\\eV(M\ that the reduc- 
tion, wdiich it W’as IiojkmI at that tune miglit be cttci'ttMl, could not 1h' 
brought into o})eration as the war changed the whoh* (a'omuni(' condi- 
tion of affairs. 


Ayurvedic and Unani Report. 

65. Babu HPM CHANDRA NASKER: (nnVill the llon’ble the 
Minister in cliarge of tlie I)e])artnient of Local Sclf-(io\(*rnmeni li(‘ 
pleased to state whether the Ayurvedic and Lnani Committees liave 
eubniitted their rejxu’ts? 

(h) If not, when does the Ilon’ble Ministei to get the 

report ? 

(r) If tlie reiKirt has lieen submitted, will the Ilon’ble the Minister 
be pleased to lay a cojiy of it on the tabled 

The Hon’bleSir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) No. 

(b) Government are informed that the rejiorts may Im_‘ expecbnl during 
the cold weather of this vear. 

(c) The question does not arise. 


Kala-azar in Tangail. 

66. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) h the 

Hon^ble the Minister in (‘barge of the Department of liOcal Stdf-Govern- 
ment aware that there is a large percentage of mortality from kala-azar 
recorded in the subdivision of Tangail? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Mini.ster also aware that there is no pro- 
vision for the bacteriological examination of susp(*cted cases on the spot 
to allow of a correct diagnosis at the incipient state? 

# 
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(r) I)o the Ooveiiiineiit contemplate taking any steps in regard to 
this mattei 

i 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(If) and (r) (ioMMiiriKMit ivceiilly inquired whether the District 
Board would be jirejiared to assist in establishing a small laboratory for 
bact(‘riological examinations in suspected cases. The District Board 
were not inclined to incur expenditure of this kind and Government ar# 
now conaid(Ting whether it is possible to establish a temporary laboratory 
at a smallev cost tbun was oiiginally proposed. 


Representation of Zamindars on Bengal Retrenchment Committee. 

67. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) Is the 

Ilon’ble the MeinlxM* in charge of the Dej)artment of Finance aware that 
the Zamindars of Bengal have got no representative of their own on the 
Bengal lletrencliment (Committee? 

(h) If so, are the Governmeni considering the desirability of laying 
before His E\c(*llency the Governor the desire or claim jf the Zamin- 
dars to be rcjUi'sented on the same? 

The Hon’hle Sir JOHN KERR: (n) Yes 

(h) No The Goninntt(‘e is not inttuidc^d to be a representative 
body. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY; Dms not this 
CommittiM' rejuesimt Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR; No; the Conimittee does not repre- 
sent Bengal. 


Khulna Settlement Office vacancies. 

68. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (</MVill the Hon’ble the 
Miunber in charge ol the Department of Hevenue (Land l-evenue) 1)6 
|)leas('d to slate whether it is a fact that the Settlement Officer of 
Khulna is filling U]> vacancies chiefly by the appointment of outsiders 
who have had no touch with Settlement wWk for a long time? 

(h) If so, w'ill the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what 
arangement, if any, will be made for the bunds now^ serving ini other 
closing Settlement offices? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR if 
BURDWAN: (a) No. 

(b) The question does not arise. 
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' 69. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURh Will the Bon ble the 

Member in charge of the Deimriment of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that arrears of rent are realised from the 
raiyatwari settlement holders of the Sunderban lands by the 
certificate procedure, t.c., by the same method by which public 
demands are recovered; and 

(n) whether it is a condition of the lease tliat non-paynuMit of rent on 
due dates entails forfeiture of settlemenis and provides for 
the Ooverninent re-entering u|K)n the dcunised premises? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN;(/)and(n-) Yes. 

Use of circuit houses by members of Council. 

70. Mr. K, C. M. FAROQUI: (ci) Will the Hon’bh^ ihe Member 
in (‘barge of the Ih'partment of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleascMl to 
fitaU* wlieib(*r the members of the Legislative ('ouneil are entitled to the 
use of circuit houses ? 

(h) If not, are the (lovernment (‘onsidering the desirability of 
revising the rules making the circuit houses available for theH(‘ g(U)tle- 
men ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (c/) M( *mhers of the fjegislative (\)uncil as such are not 
entitled to the use of circuit houses, except with the H|>ecial ]K*rmlssion 
of the DivisioTial ('ommissioiier previously obtained and on payment of 
the prescribed rent. 

(h) No. 


Cumti embankments. 

71. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Bondde the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) when will the Corailla Gomati embankment work W’ill begin? 

(m) what steps have been taken or are being taken for that work? 

(tit) the length of the bank and the money which has been estimated 
for its embankment? 

(iv) the rate according to which payment will be refpjired fron% 
zamindars and talukdars? 

(r) the amount of money which the Government propose to grant 
for the work? 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (?) Government have no information regarding the 
Coinila Gomati embankment. The following embankments on the river 
Gumti have, however, been taken charge of and are being maintained 
by the otficers ot Grjvernment, the cost being lealisod fiom the parties 
benefited, viz . — 

(a) the embankment on the right bank fioni the Nillage Golabari 
(niimbeied 224 in the t liana map) to village Solanal (num- 
bered S9 in the thana map), a length of about It miles, and 
(h) the embankment on the left bank from villag(‘ Katakbazar (num- 
bered 22r) in the thana ma|>) to village Kan^^sunagai’ (num- 
bered 7 in the thana map), a length of abogt 21 miles, in thana 
Gomilla lying within the Kstates of the Maharaja of Hill 
Tippera and the Hhnkailas AVards Kslate otherwise called 
the Ihitikai’a Kstate, ruJt' Revenue Departimmt Notification 
No. 442f) Tj.R., dated the 1st May, 1!)2(), whidi was published 
at page 859, Part I of the Calruita Gnzetie of the 5th idem. 
(?/), [n\\ (iv) and (r) The (luestions do no( arise in so far as the 
Coniilla Gomati embankment is concerned. 


Baral and Icchamati rivers of Pabna. 

72. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (n) Will the HoiPble the 
Member in charge of the DejKiitnient ol Irjigalion be j)leas(‘d to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of directing 
an in(|iiir\ to be made as to tin' means of improving the Baral and Iccha- 
mati rivers in the district of Pabna? 

(M If not, why not ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: {a) 4 he ans\\(‘i is in th(‘ negative. 

(5) For the -safety of the Hardinge bridge. 


Under-trial prisoners of Patuakhali sub-jail and buckets for carrying 

water. 

73. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: {a) AA ill the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state whether 
instructions have been issued to all jails and sub-jails to supply lighter 
buckets for (’air\ing water b\ under-trial prisoners? 

^ (5) If not, will the lloirble the Member be pleased to state the reason 

for the delay P 

(c) Is the HoiPble the Member aware that the under-trial prisoners in 
the Patuakhali sub-jail still carry water in heavy buckets? 
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(d) Are the Goverrinieiit consideriiifr the desirahility of inittiiifr a atop 
tq this at once? 

The Hen’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(h) The question does not aiise. 

(c) They do not cany water at present. 

(<1) The (jiiestion does not aiise. 

Babu IN DU BHUSHAN DUTTA: As re^^ards this (juestion, nia\ I 
rise to a ]K)iiit of older? 1 find that tlie lloii’lde Mr. Stephenson is 
re[>lyiii^ jn tlie jdaee of tin* IFoii'Me Sir Ahd-ur-l^ahini. May I know 
the reason ? 

The DEPUTY.PRESIDENT; You are not in ord(‘r in askinj^ sindi 
a (juestion. I think it is well kinm'n to the nnonlH'rs that ther(‘ lias 
been a recent ehanp(‘ ol jnirtfidios anionj^ the Hon’ble Members. 


Settlement operations at Dacca and Mymensingh. % 

74. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’hle the MenilnM in eliai^^f* of the Dejiartment of lb‘venue (Land 
Keveiiue) Ik? pleased to stat(‘— 

(i) the amount of exjHMiNcs imurred by the (Jovernment for the 

settlement oiHuations in the districts of Dacca and Mymen- 
8iiif»’h, resi>(‘eti\(d\ ; aipl 

(ii) the amount realis(‘d fiom the tenants and the zamindars of 

tin' two district ^? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (/) The aj)j)roximate (‘Xinuiditure is as follow’s: — 

Dacca — lis. 2d, 5(1, 902; Mymensinfrh — Hs. d0,(D.lb0. 

{n) The amounts realised are as follows: — 
l>dcca — Ks. 22,04,798; Mymensingh — Ks. d2,42,lf)d. 

4 

Tolly’S Nala and Kristopur-Bhangoro oonals. 

75. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) h the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation uw^are — 

(i) that the Tolly’s Nala and the Kristopur-Bhaiigore canals have 

no proper outlets at the SamukjKita, Bamunghatta, Kulti, 
Dhapl)a and Shyambazar gates; 

(ii) that the lands on either side of the canals are made uncultiv- 

able through water-logging; and 

(Hi) that the localities all around are threatened with failure of 
crops? 
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(h) If 80 , what Nteps, if any, are the Government taking in the 
matter? , 

The Han’Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (?) Tolly’s Nala is o\)eii at the Ilooghly end and 
Hluiced at Sainuki)ota. 

Tli(‘ Krisioinir-Bhangore canals have sluices at Kulti and Thakurdari 
and locks at Dhappa and Chitpur. 

(u) and (in) Yes, to a certain extent. 

(h) Water is being iKissed off as fast as possible through all outlets 
in the canal, but the flooding is due to the deterioration of the Bidya- 
dliari river. 


Recording of proprietory rights in respect to puj^lic weys and 
pasture lands under Dacca settlements. 

f . Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Ilon’ble the Member 
urge of the Dejmrtmeiit of Revenue (Land Revenue) be jdeased 
to slate whether the village puldic ways and pasture' grounds have been 
record(*d, under the heading juoprietors, “ King-Kinjx*ror and in 
some places, “ for the use of the public,” in the last settlement opera- 
tions in the district of Dacca? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The meiniH'r is referred to paragrajdis and 2(13, pages 
ll!)-120 of the Final ReiKui on the Survey and Settlement oi)erations 
in the distiict of Dacca, UHl) to 1917, a copy of which is laid on the 
Library table. 


Alleged excess realisation of settlement costs in Dacca and 
Faridpur. 

77. Babu JOCENDRA NATH RO^: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Meml)er in charge of the Dt'partment of Revenue (Ijand Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether any exciess charge and, if so, what amount, was 
realised from the landlords and the tenants over and above the actual 
costs incurred in the Survey and Settlement operations in the districts 
of Dacca and Faridpur? 

(h) If so, an* the Government considering the desirability of refund- 
ing the ex(‘ess charges in proj^rtion to the amount realised, to the 
parties concerned ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) No charge in excess of the actual costs was realised 

(h) Tlie question does not arise. 
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‘ 78. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’hle the Member 
in elmrpe of the Deimrtmeut of Irrigation pleased to slati' — 

(0 what amount was sjient din ing the last cold weather for excavat- 
ing canals in the district of Dacca, and 

{ii) what jKotions of the canals were re-excavated? 

The Hon’bie the MAHARAJAOHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWAN: (/) Nothing was s|X‘nt last \oar in nx naval in j.:: nanuls in 
the Dacna districl. 

(li) The (jiiestioii does not arise. 


Realisation of arrears of rent from zamindarsof Dacca. 

79. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: {a) Will the TTon’hle the 
Member in eharge of the Department of l{<‘venue (laind Uevenue) be 
pleased to sbite — 

(/) wdiether any steps wei(‘ taken to allow the zamindars \o realise 
rents from their tenants hv means of the eertifieate jiroeedure 
w’here there is no dispute about rents Ixdween landlords and 
their tenants; and 

{il) whether any fa(‘ilities of the certificate ]>roeedui'e have l)een 
granted to the zamindars of the Dacca district ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that there a jirovision in the Eastern Bengal 
and Assam Tenancy Amendment Act to allow certificates to the zamin- 
dars to realise rents from the tenants? 

(r) If so, will the Government be pleased to state how far this has 
been allow^ed? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative will the Hon’bie the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for not allowing this? 

The Hon’bie the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The concession hsis been allowed in two cases in Eastern Bengal, 

— (1) four annas share of the Bhow^al estate in the district of Dacca 

owned by Srimati Ananda Kumari Devi; and (2) Nawab Family estate 
in the district of Dacca. 

(d) The question does not arise. 
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Revenue sale of properties in the Dacca district. 


80. Babu JOCENDRA MATH ROY: (a) Will tie Hon ble the 

M(wnl)(ir ill (‘hargc of the Hejiartraenif of ttevenue (Land Eevenue) be 
pleuHeil to lay on the Uihle a statenieiit showing, district by district, 
the nunibei of pr(>f)ertu‘H sold or put to sale in default of Government 
revenue in the.Dacca Division, for the last five years and the number of 
j)roj)ri(*iorH on whoso behalf the revenue was paid on the sale date? 

{!)) Will the llon’lile the Member be pleased to state — 

(/) whether any iTj(|uirk‘s were made about the circumstances 
under which tlie proprietors had failed to pay the Govern- 
ment revenue and the cesses; and 

(M) wludluu- it is a fact that the proprietors faded to pay the revenue 
owing to the difficulties of realising rents from the tenants? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: {a) Tlie inemlxu* is referred to Ap]H*ndix VI to the Land 
Revenue Administration Rejiurts for the last five years. 

(M (/) Yes. 

(//) No, the reports d(' not specify this cause. 


Reclamation of the Bhairab River of Nadia. 

81. Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA ROY Bahadur; (a) 

With refeivnce to the reply given to clause* (h) of unstarred question 
No. HIT put by me on the LMIth August, DIM, will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of tlu* Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether tlie preliminary imiuiry into file rapid silting up of the Bhairab 
river bed in the Nadia district and the growth of water-hyacinth, has 
been made? 

{h) If so, will the TToiiMile the Member 1 h' pleased to lay a copy 
of the report on the table ? 

{c) If the inquiry has not been made yet, when is it likely to be 
taken up? 

The Hon*ble the * MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; (a) (U iiig to |>aucity of officers and financial stringency 
it has not yet been iKissible to take up the pi'elimiiiary inquiry. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

(r) As soon us funds and officers are available. 
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Munsifs at Madartptir. 

*82. Bibu BHI8HMADEV DAS: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be jdeaHed to state — 

(i) whether the Munsifs’ Courts of Madarijmr have been removed 
to some temporary sheds; 

(n) whether the temporary accommodation has betm found to be 
sufficient for those courts, Nazarat and Itecord-ioom ; 

(m) whether it is in the contemplation of (lovernment to erect a 
pucca building or temjxirary stru(‘ture lor the Munsifs’ Courts 
to be estalilished at (ioj)algunge ; and 

(iv) if so, when work will ])egin for the construction of the j>roposed 
Courts ? 

The Hon’Ue Sir ABQ-UR-RAHIM: (i) Yes. The Courts have been 
removed to the iein]K)rarv treble niunsifi erected owing to the erosion 
of the Madarijiur river. 

('ll) No. Certain additions and alterations have l)een found neces- 
sary and are being made. 

('Ill) It is proposed to erect ffucca buildings. 

(ic) No date can yet be given. 

Travelling charges of Government servants. 

83. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Memlier in charge of the l)ei>artnient ot Finance be iih'ased to say 
whether it has been brought to the knowledgt* oi (loverninent that many 
(joveinmeiit servants actually travel in lower classes and idiarge travel- 
ling allowance for higher classes to which they may be entitled? Have 
Government taken any action to put a ‘^top to this practice? If not, 
why not? 

(h) Is it a fact that many of them avoid direct routes and take to 
circular routes to get their tiavelling allowance bills increased? 

(c) Is it a fact that many District Officers, Deputy Magistrates, Sub- 
Deputy Magistrates and Officers of the Excise and Folice and Settlement 
deimrtments, and Inspe^ding officers of the Education deimrtment 
usually go to the mufassal on flimsy pretexts to get tlieir travelling 
allowance bills increased? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR; (a), {b) and (c) Oovfcrnmfnt are 
not aware and do not ])elieve that the malpractices suf^f^eUed in these 
questions are generally prevalent, though isolated instances of abuse of 
the ruleo may possibly have occurred. Except in the case of heads of 
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departmoiiis, no travelling allowance bill may be paid unless counter- 
signed by the (jontrollirig officer. It is the duty of the controlling officer 
(i) to scnitiiiise the necessity, frequency and duration of journeys and 
halts for which travelling allowance is claimed, and to disallow the 
whole or any part of the travelling allowance claimed for any journey 
or halt if he considers that a journey was unnecessary or unduly pro- 
tracted or that a halt was of excessive duration; (;/) to scrutinise care- 
fully the distances entered in travelling allowance bills; (in) to satisfy 
himself that, where the actual (‘ost of transporting servants, personal 
effects, etc., is claimed under these rules, the scale on which such 
servants, effects, etc., were transported was reasonable; and to disallow 
any claim which, in his opinion, does not fulfil that condition; (/r) to 
check any tendency to abuse the option of exchanging daily allowance 
for mileage allowance. 

In consequence of the discussions on travelling allowance during the 
last budget debate, (foveniment have recently issued orders impressing 
on controlling officers the necessity of carefully scrutinising all tour 
programmes and travelling allowance bills with a view to seeing that 
tours are arranged iir the most economical manner possible, and that 
travelling allowance is not made a source of jirofit. All officers have at 
the same time Ik'Cii warned that Government will take serious notice 
of any infringement of these instructions. 


Selection of copyists, typists and comparing clerks in courts. 

84. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; (n) h the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Dejiartment aware of the 
present system of selecting (‘opyists, typists and comparing clerks in the 
Civil and Criminal Courts of the Provinc?? 

(h) Is the Hoirble the Member also aware that certified copies of 
Court records often prove useless to those who pay for them as well as 
useless for the purpose for which copies are taken at a considerable 
cost f 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of selecting men 
of better (lualifications for (‘opying and typing records of trials and im- 
portant and valuable documents for which the litigant public are required 
to pay prescribed fees and extras? • 

The Hon’We Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (a) Yes. Selection is made by 
the Judge and District Magistrate in accordance with rules framed by 
the High Court. 

{h) No. 

(r) The matter is one for the High Court, to whom the question will 
be referred. 



1922.] QUESTIONS. U 

Finineial oondkion of the CaloutU University. 

*85. Rii MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Midiir: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charjye of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken on the resolution of 
this Council in favour of a committee of inquiry into the financial con- 
dition of the Calcutta Fniversity? 

(h) Will the Eon’ble the Minister be pleasK'd to stale whether it is 
in the contemplation of Government to ask immediately for a further 
grant for that body ? 

Tha Hon'We Mr. P. C. MITTERS (^/) The views of the Calcutta 
Fniversity have recently been received and are under examination. The 
decision of Government will shortly be announced. 

(h) In view of the financial position of the Government and certain 
points insisted upon by many members of the Legislative Council, it is 
not in the contemplation of Government to ask immediately tor a further 
grant for that body. 


Process and sale notice forms of Civil Courts. 

88. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the llon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Depaitment be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that in all civil suits, forms oi proces.ses and sale notices used 
to be supplied by the Government ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that since the outbreak of the last war, Govern- 
ment have discontinued the practice? 

(c) If so, will the Hoirble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for this discontinuance ? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the Hon’ble the High Court has issued orders 
permitting private parties to get the forms printed at their own expense? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the cost 
80 incurred, is included in the cost of the suit itself? 

(/) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of revell- 
ing to the old practice of supplying all these forms? 

The HonPble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) The question does not arise. 
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{<!) The Hi^h Coni*t have, with the consent of the local Government, 
permitted private prewseH to print and sell all civil court forms which 
are required by suitors. 

(e) The answer is in the negative. 

(/) The question does not arise. 


87. Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: (a) TVill the 

IIon’bl(‘ the Minister in charge of the I)e))artnient of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to say what stejw he pro}X)ses to take for removing the 
scarcity of drinking water in the rural areas? 

Rural water-supply. 

{!)) l^Vom what 80ur(‘eH does the Hon’ble the Minister propose to 
meet the cost of these works? 

The Hon’bleSir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) Gov- 
eminent cannot undertake ordinarily to provide funds in the form of 
grants fi’om jirovincial revenues for rural water-supjdy, as this is a local 
need which is more j)ro|xu’ly a charge on the funds of local bodies. 


Extension of local train servioe on the central eeotiofi of 
the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

88. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) With reference 
to my unstarred (juestion No. and the reply given thereto on the 
loth July, will the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of I^lblic Works be pleased to say whether the Government are 
considering the desiiability of directing the autliorities of the Eastern 
llengal Itailway that so long as the position of that railway does not 
improve in regard to rolling stock and locomotives, the existing local 
train services upto and from Dattapukur, should be extended upto 
Gobardanga at least? 

(i) If the rejdy is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the Minister be 
pleased to state how’ such an extension can involve the question of more 
rolling stocks and locomotives? 

The Hon’ble the Ntwab 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khon Bahadur; {a) The answer is in the negative. 

(h) Government is unable to make any statement as the working 
of the Railway is not under its control or administration. 
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*89. Bibu BHI8HMADEV DAS: Will the Hon^ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) whether circular letters have been sent to all the schools and 

colleges inviting applications for scholarships for the students 
of the backward classes; and 

(ii) whether the Director of Uiiblic Instruction and the Insjjectors 

of Schools have been directed to deal with them jnomptly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. HITTER; (i) No. IV scholarships which 
are being instituted for students of these classes will W awarded on the 
results of University and school exainimitions, and siXH'ial measures to 
secure applications are not yet necessary. Steps, however, are being 
taken to make the intentions of the (lovernment known to the necessary 
parties. 

(i?) The Director of Public Instruction and the Inspectors of Schools 
have received instructions to deal proni]>tly with these cases. 


Dilpashar station on Ishurdi-Sirajganj Branch of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway. 

90. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Iloirble the 
Minister in charge of the Deixirtmeiit of Public Works l)e pleased to 
state whether there is any profM)sal to reduce tlie status of the Diljmshar 
station, on the Sara-Sirajgaiij Railway line, to a flag station ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the next station is the 
Lahiri Mohanpur station, to which passengers will have to resort for 
their trains in case of the conversion of Dilimshar station into a flag 
station ? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that this will result in intend- 
ing jmssengers having to cross two rivers to get to the Lahiri Mohan- 
pur station ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the desirability of ask- 
ing the authorities of the Sara-Sirajganj Railway line to re(!onsider the 
case further, before arriving at a final decision regarding the proposal 
relating to the future status of the Dilixishar station? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIp 
Khan Bahadur: (a), (h) and (c) No. 

(d) The attention of the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, will be 
drawn to the subject matter of the question. 
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M. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Eon ble the 

Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it has been brought to the notice of the Government that any 
clerk has been Hus[)ended and dismissed for wearing khaddar in office? 

(/>) If so, will the Hoirble the Member be pleased to state — 

(f ) who was the clerk thus dismissed ; 

(H) what is the name of the officer who dismissed the clerk; 

(in) whether any explanation was called for from the officer; 

(iv) what stejw were taken against that officer; and 

(i;) whether there is any order prohibiting Government servants 
from wearing khaddar f 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; (a) One clerk was punished 
for wearing khaddar in office, but the order of punishment was reversed 
by Government. 

(h) (0 Second clerk of the office of the Political Agent, Tripura, 
(n) The Political Agent, Tripura. 

(ni) and (?r) The matter was dealt with on appeal. 

(v) No. 


Alleged aocidents to cattle on Ishurdi-SirajgaAj Branch of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 

92. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ ble tlie Minister in charge of the Dejiartment of Public Works 
(Railways) l>eeu drawn to the frequent accidents to cattle which occur 
on the Sara-Sirajganj Railway line? 

(h) Is the HoiTble the Minister aware of the absence of wire on both 
sides of the said Railway line? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what 
steps have l)een taken for the prevention of accidents to the cattle cm 
both sides of the said line ? 

The Hdh’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khii^ Bahadurs (a) No. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) No steps have been taken but the subject of the question will 
now be brought to the attention of the Railway authorities. 
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‘ 93 . Miulvi FAZLAL KARIM: {a) Will the HonU)le the Member 
in chargee of the Appointment Dejwtment be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the present Insjx^ctor-tieneral of Police has been 
promoted to the post of Insjiectoi’-tJeiieral by superseding the claims of 
several other gentlemen of the Service ? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for this ? 1 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: (^0 and (h) The \mi of 

In8j)ector-Oeneral of Police is filled by selection and no officer has a 
claim to it by virtue of seniority alone. 


Rural water-supply. 

§4. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ hie the Minister in charge of the Deiwvriment of Local Self- 
Go vernmenl l)e‘en drawn to the gieat scarcity of drinking water in the 
countr}^ ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what Ktej)s, 
if any,' he has taken to co{x^ w’ith the distress? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The Minis- 

ter is aware that the ordinary scarcity of drinking water whii h tends 
to occur during the hot weather in certain districts has l)een accentuated 
this year owing to the long drought. 

ib) The jnovision of local water-supply in rural areas must lie 
regarded iiriinarily as the resjHMisibility of the local bodies and Govern- 
ment cannot agree oidinarily to apply provincial funds in the form of 
grants for the solution of this pnddem. This imjxirtant question is, 
however, receiving the careful attention of the Local Ktdf-(L)vernment 
Dei>artment. A seimrate anti-malaria branch is lieing established and 
the (luestion of water-supidy in rural areas will receivi* its attention in 
connection with the use of tank irrigation for the abatement of malaria 
conditions. 


Pruposod levy of ootton oese on oommeroial ootton. 

95. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Dei)artment of Finance be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that a proposal for the levy of a 
cotton cess on commercial cotton crop is under consideration? 
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(h) If 80 , what views have been expressed by this Government in 
this matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) Yes. The proi) 08 al is under the 
consideration of the Goverumerit of India. 

(b) The recommendations of the local Government cannot be disclosed. 

Culverts along the Tarakessur Branch of the East Indian Railway 
and the Bengal Provincial Railway. 

96. RaiLALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: {n) TstheHonble 
the Minister in char^ro of the Department of l^ublic Works aware that 
some breaches occurred in the Tarakessur Dranch of the East Indian 
Railway and in the Ben^^al l^rovincial Railway in the mouth of June 
last ? 

(b) Are tlie Government considering^ the desirability of askinjs^ tV’ 
said Railway authorities to construct more culverts and bridj^es alonj? 
the said lines where the breaches occurred and in places where conges- 
tion of waUu generally takes place ? 

(r) What is the average measurement of a culvert? 

{(I) Is there any rule regarding the oiH'iiings which should be made 
in a mile? 

(c) If so, is that rule strictly observed ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: {a) No information has been received from the Railways 
concerned. 

(b) No. This Government cannot reipiire Railway administrations 
to provide additional accommodation works at their cost, vide section 11 
of the Indian Railways Act IX of 1890. 

(c) It dei)ends on the span and height of the culvert as designed 
to meet the jiarticular reiiiiiremeiits of the locality. 

(d) No. 

(c) The question does not arise. 


Burdwan Land Acquisition Office. 

87. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the l)ei>artment of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is in contemplation to remove the Land Acquisition 
Office from Burdwan to Asansol; 
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(n) whether it is a fact that the office has been at Burdwan from 
its very installation ; 

(in) whether it is a fact that the Land Acquisition Office at Burdwan 
does work for the districts of Burdwan, Birbhum, n(K)ghly 
and Howrah and that there are several bijj schemes for the 
distrirts of Iloo^dily and Ilow’rah, which will entail larger 
exfKmses if the office is transferred to Asansol; 

(/r) whether he is aware that the public* will be inconvenienced for 
the wont of suitable accoinmodation and drinkin^^ water 
in th(‘ hot weather it the office is transferred to Asansol; and 

(r) whetlier it is a fact that the office at Asansol will have to jmy 
a much hif^her house rent than at Burdwan and the officers 
will have tcj he ^iven more travelliiifr allow’ances '' 


The Hon^ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (0 Yes 

{n) Yes. 

(m) The Land Acciuisition Office at Burdwan does work for the 
districts of Burdwan, Bnbhum anti Iloophiy. It is rejMuted that most 
of the land acciuisitioii projects are ^»*roujH‘d round Asansol and many 
of thmn are in the imim'diate nei^dibourhood of tlmt place. For that 
reason the (|uesti()n of (‘XIHmisc can hardly be said to aris(‘. 

(/r) (lovernment are makin^,^ imiuiries |M‘ndin^^ which no final orders 
w’ill issue. 

(r) 'Fhe house* rent is somewhat hi^di(‘t*, but one of tin* re'asons for 
the change* is the sa^in^^ on accoijyit of travelling allowance wliich is 
exacted to accrue. 


Travelling expenses of members of Council attending meetings of 
the Indian Legislature. 

98. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (n) Will the lion Tile 
the Memlier in char^^e of the A]qK)intment Dejrartment be pleased to 
state whether it is the (jovernmeiit of India or the Ihi^vincial (lovern- 
ment who pay for the exinuises of the official and non-oflicial nn‘inbers 
of (Yniiicil wffio po to the (xovernment of India to attend nieetini^s of 
the Indian la^i^islature? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member lie pleased to state* whether the 
official meraliers of the Legislative A.ssembly and the ( ouncil of State 
take two and four pt‘ons as orderlies, resiHU'tively, with them? Who 
Iioys for the travelling and other exi^enses of these jieons? 

(r) Are the (lovernment con.sidering the desirability of reducing the 
ntiniKpr of neons who accximpany the members? 
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The Hofi’We Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The Government of 

India. ' 

(h) On one oecaHion three peons were taken by an official member. 
The iiiiinber usually taken hitlierto is two. The iravellin^? and other 
ex])enses are iKjrne by this Government. 

{(') Government have decided that one orderly only will be allowed 
in futur(‘ to official members. 


Admission of Muhammadan students into Dacca School of 
Engineering. 

90. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Uon’ble the Minisler in char^^e of tlie Department of Education be 
pl(Mised to stale whether it is a fact that only two Muhammadan 
stud(‘nts have b(*(*n admitted tliis year to the u])j>er subordinate course 
of tlie Dacca Ashanullah School of Engineering^ ? It so, wh\ ? 

(h) If the answ(‘r to (a) is in the negative, will the Hoirble the 
Minister be [dcased to state sepaiatcdy the number of Hindu and Muliam- 
madan students admitted into that school during this year? 

The Hon’ble Mr^ P. C. MITTER: (a) hour Muhammadan students 
have lu'cn admitted to this (murse. Existing admission rules do not 
sanction preference to any sjH‘cial clas.^ of the community. Va(‘ancies 
are filh'd up first by those apj)li<’ants who have won s(diolar,sliips, then 
in order of merit after interview. The rules are, however, Ixdng 
reconsidered. 

(h) Up|H‘r subordinate: 70 Hindus, 4 Muhammadans. Lower sub- 
ordinate: 57 Hindus, 5 Muhammadans. 


Subordinate Educational Service. 

100. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the De])artment of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that as an effect of the reorganiza- 
tion of tlie Educational Services below the Bengal Educational Ser^dce, 
some M.A.’s, B.T.’s, B.A.’s, and some other highly qualified classical 
teachers, who were in the Subordinate Educational Service, have been 
phu'ed on Bs. OO— 4 — lOO, whereas some matriculates have been placed 
on Rs. 75 — 5—200? 

(h) If so, what are the reasons which have led the Government to 
make this distinction ? 

(c) Are the Government contemplating taking early steps to do away 
with this anomaly? 
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The Hen'We Mr. P. C. HITTER: (a) It is a fact. 

(h) The explanation is to l)e found in the nature of the duties which 
these teachers were i)erformin{j: when the services were reorffanised. 
The new scales were determined accordiufif to the nature and innx)rtance 
of the duties of the <litferent classes of officers. English teachers in 
High Schools have been jdaced on Rs. 75 — 5 — 1511 — 5 — 2(Hi: Senior 
classical teachers on Rs. GO — 4 — 120 — 4 — IGO. Certain teachers in the 
latter category have (lualifications suitable for the former category, but 
while they are emjdoyed as classical teachers Government derive litth» 
advantage from their suiHuior (jualifications for other work. The scale 
of Rs. 75 — 5 — 150 — 5 — 200 is intended for English teachers, and all 
who were j>erforming these duties at the time of tlie reorganization were 
put into that scale. In this way some teacdiers with humble university 
(jualifications have been given a rate of pay which otherwise th(\v (‘ould 
not have obtaiiKMl, but it is the intention of Government to ivcruit only 
graduut(s into tliis category in future, and present anomalies, due to 
unsatisfactory recTuiting in the jmst, wull gradually disa])|xuir: 

(c) The Director of Public Instruction intends to considm* thes(‘ cases 
as opjKirtunity arises, with a view to removing the anomalies, but it 
is not jKissible to give anv other d(*finite undertaking: the value of the 
degree for school work will have to be taken into (‘onsideration in (‘acli 
case. 


Persons dealt with under Criiranal Procedure Code for political work. 

101. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference t(» 
the answer given to my unstarred (iuestion No. 8 on the llrd -Inly, lt)22, 
wdll the Hon’ble the Member in (diarge of the Political Departiiienl be 
pleased to state — 

(i) how many of the 271 persons, against whom orders for the 
• execution of lionds under section 107 of the Criminal Proce- 

dure Code were ])as.sed, having refused to excn ute such bonds, 
had to undergo iinjuisonment ; and 

(it) how many of the 108 persons, dealt with under-section 108 of 
the Criminal 1‘rocedure Code, having refused to cxei’ute the 
bonds, had to undergo imprisonment? 

The Hon’Wa Mr. Hi Li 8TEPHEN80N: As explained in the reply 
to the question referred to the information desired is not readily 
available. 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble the 

Member be jAeased to state what were his reason® for asking a fresh 
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notice of thi« very question when I put it to him on the last occasion, 
if no answer is to l)e given when a formal notice was given? ■ 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: I refrained from answering 
this (luestion on the last occasion because 1 wanted to find if any 
information was available; after inquiry it is found that no informa- 
tion is available. 


Pioketing of foreign olotlis in Calcutta. 

102. RaiHARENDRANATHCHAUDHURI:(f/) Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the IVditical Department be jdeiised to state — 

(1) liow many persons engaged in picketing of foreign cloths, have 
been arrested in (/alcutta since Tuesday, the 25th »luly, 1922; 
(v) how many of them have been released witlumi conviction; 
{in) bow many of them have been convicted and on what charges; 
{iv) to what different punishments have they Ikhoi sentenced; and 
(r) if they have been sentenced for ]>ick(‘iing ilself, wlum and 
under what law was it declared unlawful? 

(h) Was any of them arrested upon comjdaint by any private person ? 
(c) If so, how’ many were so arrested and what was the nature f)f 
such complaints? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (o) (i) Sixty two i)ersons 
arrested from 25th July, 1922, to 12th August, 1922. 

(?/) Ten released without conviction (six without being sent to 
Court). 

(in) Fifty -two have been convicted under section 2H'l, Indian IVnal 
Code. 

(iv) Two fined Rs. 4 or in default detained till the rising of the 
(knirt. Five fined Its. 10, in default 15 days’ simple imprisonment. 
Two fined Re. 1 each, in default detained till the rising of the Court. 
One fined Rs. 25 or in default to two months’ simple imprisonment. 
Forty-two fined Rs. 10 or in default one month’s simple imprisonment. 
(?’) The (|iiestion does not arise. 

(h) No individual was arrested on a complaint by private persons, 
but general complaints w'ere laid by private j)ersons to the police. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

Condition of certain schools in CopalganJ subdivision of Faridpur. 

m Babu BHIIHMADEV DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister 
ip fharjre of the Department of Education aware that there have been 
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repeated failures of crops in the Muksudpur, Kasiuni and Ooj)algunj 
tUanas of the Faridpur distric't durinjf the last\S or 9 years, and Umt this 
has told on the condition of the niujoritv of the schools, eM[)ecially tlie 
middle English schools ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
liberal grants for iniproMiig the condition of those schools? 


The Hon’ble Mft Pt Ci MITTERS (n) No re|K)rtH to this effect have ^ 
been received by the Education De|Kirtmeut. 

(h) The Inspector of Schools has been asked to re|K)rt, but no pro- 
vision for liberal additional gnuits exists. 


Namasudra candidates for Sub-Rogistrarships. 

104i Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8s Will tln^ llon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education lie pleasnl to state — 

(0 how many Namastidru candidates applied for Sub-Kegistrai ships 
bust year; 

(//) how maiiN of such candidates were nominated for Sub-Kegis- 
trarships; and 

♦ (///) the leasoiis \\ liy no one was apiKiinied ? y 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (/) Two. 

{n) None. 

(in) They were not apixiinted us they were nominated neither by 
the Commissioners of Divisions nor by the Insjiector-General of Uegis- 
tration, Ifengal, iindei' the rules for appointment in the lUgistrution 
Department. 


Summary procedure for recovery of rents by amindars. 

105. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the lion ble the 
Member in charge of the Defiartment of Revenue (Land Revenue) lie 
pleased to lay on the table a copy of the circular authorising a good land- 
holder of Bengal to colled rents under .section 7 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act? 

(h) What qualifications are necesaary for a landholder being called 
‘‘g«od”? 
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The Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN: (a) Nomich circular exists relating to either that section 
or section 158 A of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


Union Benches and Courts in Tippera. 

106. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon ble the 

MeinluM- in charge of the Judicial Department pleased to lay on the 
tiihle a statement showing — 

(i) how many of the Union Boards in each jndice-station out of the 
total numher in each of the subdivisions of the Tippera dis- 
trict have been vested with the powders of Union Benches and 
Uourts, and wduit are the dates of such notifications in the 
('alcutfa Gazette; and 

(//) how' many Muhammadans and non-Muliammadans have been 
vested with such ]M)wers in each of the Union Boards? 

(h) Is it correct that none of the Union Boards under the Sadar and 
the Uhamipur subdivisions of the Tipi)era district are vested wdth the 
I)oweis of Union (\>urts under section Til of the Bengal Village Self- 
(b)vernment Act of l!)lf)? If so, wdiy? 

{(') Is it a fact that in accordance w’ith tlie notificjition of the Com- 
missioner of the (diittagong DivisiSn, a few comivtent Union Boards 
having the powers of Union Benches, asked for the Union Courts, but 
their itsiuests were not recommended by the District Magistrate of 
Tipi>era? If so, why? 

{(1) Was the reason for non-investment put down to the want of 
ediK'fttion? 

(c) What are tin* figures of educated men in the Sadar and the 
Brahmanbaria subdivisions of the Tippera district? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHiM: (a) (t) and (u) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. No such proposal came up to Government for sanction. 

(c) It was considered advisable to give the Union Boards time to 
acquire some judicial ex]ierience by means of Union Benches before 
investing them with the additional powers of Union Courts. 

{d) No. 

(e) A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statcmmt showing Union Bench-’s and Union Courts in ths diitricl 
of Tippera as referred to in the reply to clauses («) {/) and (it) of 
unstar red question Ko. 106. 


PoUce^tations. 


1 

2 1 

3 1 

‘ 1 ‘ 

6 

•7 

BrahnmDbaria SubdivUiou— | 


' 

i 

i 


Bral)u»anbaria ' 



... 

1 


, 1 

SarOl .. - 1 ! 


2 

•J 1 

2 

4 

Niiilrnagar . •• | 


2 

2 1 


5 

Kaaba ••• i 
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2 

i 1 

1 

5 
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1 
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2 

Itasullabad •• i 


3 

3 1 

5 

4 

Uancbaranipiit .. 
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) 
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10 
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10 
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4 
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10 

M 
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7 
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Cbandpur Subdifiai ui- 


J 
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2 

2 
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\ 

I 
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4 

Kachua 
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7 

1 
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13 

Cbandpur 
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2 1 

5 
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2 

* i 

5 

Matlabbaiar 
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1 
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1 

ToUl 
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65 

65 5 

1 

r 
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1 
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, , ' 
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(1) 1514 J., and 1515 J-. daUid Slid May, 141. 
(i) 18W J.. dated 25th May, 1921. 

(I) 2549 J . dated 2»th June, IWI. 

(4) 1624 J . dated 2l«t March, 1922. 

(5) 2694 J.. dated 2flb April, 1922. 
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Statment showing the number of educated men in the Sadar and 
Jirahmanljana subdivisions of the Tippera district as refer.red to 
in the reply to clause (e) of unstarred question No. 106. 


Bubdlvitiiuu. 


NUMBKIi OP LITEIUTK IN 

VKRNACrLAH. 

— — — 


NrilBKH OP IJTERATE IK 
Snqlisu. 




Pemftle. 

Miile. 

Female. 

Brahinanhuria 

54,655 

5,200 

8,472 

139 

Sadar 

... 1,07,242 

9,1 8G 

14,372 

686 


Establishment of a union committee at Haturia in Pabna. 

107. 8HAH8YEDEMDADULHAQ: Will the Hem ble ILe Minis- 
ter ill cliin^^e of the Department of Local St If-Ooveiiiiiient he 
jileased to state whether the (Jovernment are consiilerini^ the desii ability 
of estahlishin^'’ a union committee at Haturia, a villa^’'e of the Pabna 
district ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: No such 
proj)osal is at jiresiuit before (lovernment. The Village Self-(iovernment 
Act has lieen extended to Pabna and propo.sds by the hx.il oitic»‘rs for 
the establishment of unions are awaited. 


Kala-azar in Burdwan. 

108. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (o) Is the 

llon’ble the Minister in charfre of the Dejiartment of Lo(‘al Sidt-Dovern- 
ment aware of the fact that kala-azar is spreadin^^- in the distiict of 
Hurd wan? 

(h) If so, what stejis, if any, are the Government taking’’ in the matter? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; {a) and (h) State- 
ments made in the jiress and by local medical practitioners have already 
led the Director of Public Healtli to imiuire into the juevaleiiee of kala- 
azar in the Hurd^^an municipality. Dr, Sur, Assistant Director of 
Public Health, visited do families consisting of 12b jiersons (01 males 
and ()4 females). Two men were diaj.niosed as suifei’inj^ from kala-azar. 
A previous imiuiry by Dr. Sur in which inquiries were made in 
bO families in Kan(‘hannaf»’ore (Hurdwan) had led to the discovery of 
two (‘as(*s. These two inquiries taken together show that four ciises were 
detectt‘d in Sb families. Tlie iHU'centajjfe must be repfarded as hij?h, but 
at any rate shows a less alarming prevalence of the disease than local 
opinion liad indicated. An assistant in the department had already made 
elaborate imiuiries and detected in all b cases in Kanchannagore of whii h 
two were the cases independently diagnosed by Dr. Sur. 

On the outskirts of the town, malaria is very previilent and careful 
inquiry brought 29 cases of kala-azar to light. Inquiries were made in 
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Galsi thana in which 54 villapes were insi^ected. Eight^^en villafyes, 
7.r^, f33J per cent, were found to 1 k‘ infected, 28 j)ersons being; diag;no«ed 
as suflfering from the disease. 

' Steps have already been taken to provide free treatment for kalii 
azar patients. The local medi(‘al practitioners have generously under- 
taken such treatment without remuneration, while a kala-azar ward has 
been opened in the Fraser Ilospital and has been placed in charge of 
an Assistant Surgeon wlio did excellent work in connection with kala- 
azar in Noakhali. A section of tlie Public Health Department is engaged 
on a kala-azar survey in the coui>e of which remedial treatment follows 
on investigation. 


Typists and copyists of courts, 

109. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the lloirble the 
Member in i“harge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state, what 
stej)s, if any, have been taken on the res(dulion passed by this (\mncil in 
the August Session of 1921 regarding (he organization of the typists and 
copyists of the civil, revenue, and criminal courts, into a regular 
establishment with fixed pay? 

(h) li no stei>s have been taken, will the Hon’blc the Membet be 
j)lease(l to stale the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and ih) The matter ot 
improving the conditions of service is still under consideration, but 
(lovernment are not prepared to convert the t\|)ists ami copyists now 
j)aid by fees into ministerial officers on fixed pay— as in its ojiinion such 
work as they do, should be paid for as piece-work. 


Rule prohibiting members of Text-Book Committee 
to write text-books. 

110. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

ilinister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to stale 
whether it is a fact that — 

(?) there is a rule in force that no member of the Text -Hook Commit- 
tee is entitled to write any book for l*rimary, Middle English 
and High English Schools; and 

(//) that Dr. T. 0. Dunn, the Secretary to the Text-Hook Committee 
and a member of the Central Text-li<M)k ’(amimittee has 
compiled books for use in Primary Schools in accordance with 
the revised curriculum? 

(h) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for this departure from the rule? 
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The Hon’ble Mn ?• C. MITTER: (^) (/) There is no such rule, but 
the question of framing such a rule is under consideration. 

(ii) It is not a fact. Dr. Dunn has revised certain English sections 
of an Anglo-Bengali Reader, in which he has, and has had, no pecuniary 
interest. 

{h) The question does not arise. 


Realisation of fees from certain clubs for erection of temporary 
structures on Calcutta Maidan. 


111. Bafau NALINI NATH ROYs Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police De|)artment he pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment realise any monev from the Royal Palcuttji Turf Club and the 
Golf (diTl) for the erecti(m of structures on the Calcutta Maidan? 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; The Royal (abutta Turf 
dub pays one gold mohur a year under the terms of its lease. The 
Royal (alculta Golf (dub pays Rs. 20 a month and the Ladies’ Golf 
Olub Rs. f) a month. 


Jute mills strikes. 

112. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI; (a) Will 
the llon’ble the Member in charge of the Dejiartment of (\)mmerce be 
pleased to statt* — 

(0 what are the facts in relation to the recent strikes in the Khar- 
dah, Titagarh and Kaiikinarah Jute Mills; 

(ii) what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government to 
effect a conciliation; 

{Hi) what are the names of industrial wncerns who have adopted 
Government rec'ommendations to constitute Works Commit- 
tees and with what results? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that Welfare Committees 
established in a number of factories in Bombay Presidency are working 
successfully P 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to induce owners of large industrial establishments and coal mines in 
Bengal to constitute similar committees? 
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The HonHiie Sir JOHN KERR: (a) (i) The facts of the recent jute 
miljs strikes are as follows On the 4th July the weavers of the 
Khardah Mills went on strike eomplaininjj; of the (luality of the yarn 
supplied to them. On the 17th July, the weavers of the Titaffarh and 
Kamarhatty Mills went out demanding the rates of jiay alle^fwl to have 
been granted as the result of a strike in the Wellington Mill atllishra 
on the opposite bank of the river. The Khardah weavers thereuj>on 
put forward the same wage demand. Owing to the weavers’ strike, tlie 
three mills, employing about dlMKHI worki^eoide in all, had to close 
down. ITie strike ended on the dlst July at Kamarhatty and on the Isl 
August at Khardah and Titagarh. Work was resumed uncondition- 
ally in eacli case. 

Oovernment have no information about a recent strike in the Kan- 
kinarah Jute Mills. 

ill) (Government were kept informed of the situation daily, but did 
not think it advisable to intervene. 

(ill) (iovernment have no definite information regai’ding th(‘ indivi- 
dual concerns which have adojited Woiks (’onimittees as the result of 
the recommendations of the (’ommittee on Industrial Unrest in Jleiigul 
appointed in March, 19LM. From the information available, it is under- 
stood that the exjHMmuice of those who have tried to adopt the recom- 
mendations has not been encouraging, mainly owing to the reluctance 
of the workers to entrust their interests to rej>n‘sentutives. 

(h) Yes. , 

(e) It is not a matter in wliich (iovernment can take any direct 
action. A |nun])hlet containing suggestions for the (‘onstitution of Joint 
Works Uomniittees was issued last year to the jinncipal (diani- 
bers, to LalKiur and other Associations, and to local bodies and officials. 
Copies of the jiamphlet were also distributed to the jiress. The advice 
and assistance of the Lal>our Intelligence Officer are always available 
to any persons contemplating the establishment of Joint Works Com- 
mittees. 


Defalcation of Court-foe stamps in BakarganJ Treasury. 

113. Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY; Will the 
Hon^ble the Member in charge of the Dejrartment of Finance be pleased 
to state what action, if any, has l)een taken in regard to the misappro- 
priation of Rs. 37,000 derived from Stamp and Court-fees from the 
Barisal Collectorato ? 

The Hon’Me 8ir JOHN KERR: The matter is still under the con- 
flideration of Government. 
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The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Ad unfortunate incident liapi>ened in 
the last session of the Councdl in the debate in connection with the 
grarit for th(> l^aj)er-Bo()k Department of the High Court. I am sorry 
that the hon’ble member, instead of withdra)ving the remarks made by 
him, thought of withdrawing from the House. I think the House ex- 
j)ects that the hon’ble meml>er should know that he has a moral duty 
to the House, and he will be netting in the best traditions of the House 
and of Ihirliament if he withdraws unconditionally the remarks made 
by him to which the Chair took exception. 

The Deputy-President then looked towards Rai .logendia (’hunder 
Ghose Bahadur, but the memlnT remained seated. [After a pause.] 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Well, I cannot do anything more. 
I leave the matter in the hands of the House. 


Circular tetters from Retrenchment Committee. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: (lentlemen, inobably you are aware 
that 1 have circulated two circular letters received by ni(‘ fiom the 
Retrenchment (’omniittee, and I inte!id to sit — 1 hoju* you will all, so 
far as the non-ofhcial members are concerned, make it a ]K)int to nunain 
the (\)uncil meeting is over to-day and discuss our plan 
of action in this connection. I hope \\e shall be able to finish our 
business of the day by 5 or 5-30 r.M. at the latest. 


Supplementary Estimates. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: The supjdementurv estimates, which 
are being juesented to the Council this session, nuike no material change 
in the financial iM)sition of the (iovernment of Bengal, and it is unneces- 
mry for me, therefore, to say very much about the matter. The Coun- 
cil will remeniW that in the July session I explained that we exjxu ted 
to have a revenue surplus of 20 lakhs of ru|)eps after the passing of the 
taxation Bills, and that we pro^wsed, in addition, to draw a sum of 
Rs. 30,00,000 from the balance to meet the cost of a number of urgent 
schemes mostly on the transferred side. That makes available the 
sum of Rs. 50,00,000 for oidinary revenue expenditure, and besides that 
we are reserving a sum of Rs. 10,00,000 to meet anticipiited loan charges. 
Of the mm of Rs. 50,00,000, the Council at the last session voted 
Rs. 34,00,000, and the demands which we put before them in this ses- 
sion total up another Rs. 8,6T,000. These demands will come before 
the Council in detail next week. 
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Legisiativo BusiiwM, 

Covernmant Bills. 

The Bengal Excise (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: 1 move for leave to introduee a Hill further to amend 
the Beiipil Exi ise Act, 1909. 

1 need not take ii]) much time in explaining: the object of the Hill. 
It will be recollected that a few months a^o, this (^nnuMl ]>assod a 
resolutinn to the effect that the sale of intoxicaiinp articles to jiersons 
under Ifi years of a^je should be ])roiiibit(Ml. This resolution invoUt's 
the amendment of the Excise Act which, ns at present, only prohibits the 
sale of intoxicating: articles to persons under the ag:e of 14. Th(‘ Hill 
has been draft(‘d with the object of pivinf^ effect to the resolution passed 
by the Council, and 1 move for leave to introduee it. 

Tile motion was put and agn-eed to. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: 1 now move that the Hill be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agfreed to. 

Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA: I move that in clause 2 tor 
the words “ sixteen years the words eighteen years ” be substi- 
tuted. 

My reason for doin^^ so is that until a boy reaches the ag’e of 18, 
he is not a full man; he is a half man. lie re<|uires some one to gruide 
him in all his actions. In matters of j^etting: liijuor, etc., he must 
have a gfuide who can exercise discretion, till he becomes a full man. 
So, I bej( to submit that the ag:e mig^ht lie raised from 16 to 18 years. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: 1 to move that in clause 2 for 
the words sixteen years ” the words “ eig4»leen years ” substi- 
tuted. 

My reason is very simple. Under the Indian Majority Act, the a^e 
for adult person is fixed at 18 and, under the law, I presume that a 
man cannot have his intelligfence fully developwl before he attains 18. 
So, I propose that the words “ eif<hteen years ** be substituted for 
“ sixteen years.*’ 

Rii JOCENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahuhir; I beg to support 
this amendment. 
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SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ delivered his speech in Bengali in 
HUi)p()rl of this amendment, a translation of which is as follows :-t- 

I moved a resolution in this Council protesting against the selling 
of excisable articles to (‘hildren under sixteen years of age, and that 
resolution was ])assed. I said on that occ'usion, it is not at all desir- 
able to use excisable articles. It is strictly forbidden in all countries, 
in all ages, and in all shuxtras. It is, however, irrelevent to dwell 
upon this topic here. But it must l)e admitted on all hands that this 
is a matter wiiich excites contempt, and as such, the proposal 
to amend this Act has been moved by me. Sir, ac’cording to the 
existing law of the land, no one attains maiority before the age of 
eighteen. Hence it is eminently desirable that 18 years should be fixed 
as tln‘ age-limit with a view to saving these youngsters from commiting 
an act which almost amounts to sin. 1, therefore, strongly siipixnt the 
motion. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: 1 opjHisc these resolutions. My gnmnd for doing so is 
that it will make tlie Act diflicult to enforce in practice. An excise 
vendor cannot reijuin* all his (nistomers to produce their age certificates 
when they come to him for the sii|)ply of intoxicating artich^s. He has 
to use his discretion, and what liap}H'ns in practice is that he refuses 
to ,s^‘ll Hucli articles to any jKMsoii who ajipears to him to be under the 
prohibiti'd age. It is, on the whole, comparatively easy to estimate the 
age of a j)ersoji up to 1(1 years, lK‘cause he is still immature. After 
1() years, howcviu', tlie difficulty of judging a jicrson’s age increases, 
sjiecially tlie labouring classes who chiefly use Intoxicating articles 
A young labourer of 17 oi IS is of mature physiijue and there will be 
very great difficulty in deciding wdiether he is under 18 or not. It 
is no doubt on account of this pracdical difficulty that the age-limit has 
been fixed at IG in the case of the Bengal Children Act and the 
Juvenile Smoking Act, It is not advisable to pass a measure w'hich it 
is difficult to enforce, and 1 consider that if the age-limit is laised above 
16 years, great practical difficulties will arise, and it will be almost 
imjiossible to se(‘ure a conviction for breaches of the law. I may add 
also that persons above sixteen accjuire sufficient maturity of under- 
standing to decide for themselves whether they should use intoxicants 
and as such they do not recpiire any j)rotection of law. I therefore ask 
the Council to reject these amendments. 

The motion w'as put and lost. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahaduf: 1 move that the Bill, as settled in Council, be now 
passed. 


The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Bengal Vjllage-Chaukidtri (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEM80N: I Ih jt lo present the report 
of the Select (Vinmittee on the Bengal Village-Obaiikidari (Amendment) 
Bill, 1922. riifortiinately, the Select Committee was not able to 
present an unanimons I’ejKirt. The Bill contains two ]H>ints: firstly, 
the removal of tlie maximum pay of the chaukidar. On Oiat jK)int 
the Committee is unanimons. On tlie other imint, that is, raising the 
maximum of taxation, the Committee was not in agreement. The 
majority of the (\unmitttv went as far as they thouglit they could in 
meeting the objections and they pro|H)sed to reduce the maximum taxa- 
tion from Rs. 2 to Rs. 1-S-O. The minority of the ('ommittee were 
unable to agree to that and wished to leave the maximum taxation as 
it is at present. There are two amendments which will be discussed 
by the Council shortly bearing v\\ that particular ]H)int and therefore it 
would be best to reserve my remarks on that ))oint till we get to those 
amendments. I thertdore ])resenl the re]K)rt and move that the Biuigal 
Village-Chaukidari (Amendment) Bill, 1922, as lepf^rted by the Select 
Committee, be taken itito consideration. It is p{‘rhaps uniUM’essary 
at this stag(' to add anything further to the remarks 1 have already 
made. There are, 1 am glad to say, not ver\ many amendments and I 
pro|)ose to deal with them as they are moved. 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: I shall, to begin with, deal with the 
proposed amendment to section 12 of the Bengal Village-Chaukidari Act 
intending to do away with the fixed maximum of Rs. C of the chaukidar’s 
pay with a view to enhance the same. It is S4iid that Rs. 0 a month is 
not enough. The proposal is in effect to give a blank (‘hecpie with a pro- 
viso ^hat the drawer should consider the views of the village panchavet 
in putting the amount on. I leave it to the (V)un(*il to consider what 
w^ould be the views of the village panchayets in general when, at the 
recommendation of the Circle Glficers and the Subdivisional Officers, the 
District Magistrates would think of putting in a (ertain figure. It may 
be noted that the panchavets of chaukidari unions are apiK)inted bv 
the District Magistrates on the nomination of the (hrcle Officers Jind 
the Subdivisional Officers and that they are not elected by the taxpayers, 
as the members of the union boards are, under the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act. Here I beg to submit that I never for a moment tpies- 
tion the honesty of purpose of these officers. But everyone is not a 
Mr. Birley or Mr. Cook who has gone deep into the matter. There aie 
persons who honestly believe that the chaukidar's status can be raised 
by the enhancement of his pay and there are others w ho believe them to 
be whole-time servants. 

My first contention against the proposed change is that the chauki- 
dars do very little work directly to the advantage of the villagers who 
pay for them. Their present pay of Rs. 6 is thought to be sufficient for 
the purpose, as they are not whole-time servants, even under the Bengal 
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Villaf^e SelWiovemment Act, in a union board, less under a chaukidari 
union. Then* is no nml to make them whole-time sen^ant^^, in con- 
nect! ion with their village duties, as was the deliberate opinion of the 
Bengal District Administration Committee, unless the whole of their 
services are in demand by the police when occasion calls for it. This 
was also the proposal of Mr. E. G. Hart, Superintendent of Police on 
Hi)ecial duty, (r/V/c Ben^ml District Administratioti Committee’s Report, 
pa^^e 93). In that case the money should come from elsewhere and the 
villagers should not be taxed f(»r the same. 

The most important part of the c.haukidars’ duties, so far as the tax- 
payers are concerned, are supposed to be at ni|.fht when they are expected 
to ij^o round the villages to protect the villaj^ers fronj the attention of the 
nocturnal prowlin^^^ miscreants. The experience of “The American 
Girl in India,” of a chaukidar, “ the Foundation Stone of the British 
(\)iistitution in India,” is shared by the villagers themselves and I sub- 
mit that he does very little. The chaukidars are virtually the masters 
of their own time and (^onsecjuently they j^^et sufficient time to look after 
their own field or to work for others and are, therefore, better off than 
others of their class who are servants of the cultivators, as they are made 
to work fn)m sunrise to sunset in all weathers with deductions for sick- 
ness amrabsence on leave. The chaukidars do not lose anythin^' by 
slack time, holidays or a few days’ illness at a time. Moreover th?y aie 
exempted from the tax. 

It may be that there are a few plac(‘s, like the Asansol coal-fields, 
wh(‘re waper sae higher for the particular class of men and in the words 
of Mr. De, the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, “where there are 
numerous bi^,^ firms who could rij^htly be assessed at Rs. 24, or even 
more, or, as 1 was told as the District Magistrate thinks they will ]iay 
jfladly.” All these are very pood in their own way and better still when 
a subterranean attempt is beinp made for the sepaiation and creation of 
Asansol as a district. But, Sir, the entire subdivision is not pe(v])led by 
“hip firms.” But whatever it may be, the whole of the province should 
not be made to suffer for it and for a particular (lass, I, as Chairman 
of the Burdwan District Board, was asked by the Mapistrate of the Dis^ 
tnct to pive my opinion on the Bill and after consult inp nu^st of the 
members of the Board and others best .suited to pive such opinion, I sub- 
mitted it. TTnfortunately for myself, it was apainst the Bill and it was 
thoupht by the District Mapistrate, a new comer to the District, that the 
members of the District Board whom I consulted as well as myself 
were unacquainted with the Subdivision of Asan.'^ol! I may here men- 
tion that one of these members worked for over a quarter of a century as 
tlu' Vice-Chainnan of the Board, for over twenty years is workinp as the 
Public Prosecutor, and that another has been in the Board for about 
thirty years, and that wo all belonp to the district. I have some connec- 
tion with the said subdivision apart from being Chairman of the District 
Board, 
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I think, Sir, any further comment is unnecessary. It should be. borne 
ii. jiiind that half of the sululivision is outside the colliery area and the 
conditions there are as in the rest of the di.strict. As the Magistrate 
is in the district for a few months only, I think this was unknown to him. 
My opinion and his comnients may be seen in Paper No. 6 of the Chauki- 
dari Amendment Bill. 

Then, Sir, inasmuch as the wages are higher in the coal-fields, the 
cbauhidars there earn more by working in their leisure hours than else- 
where. Moreover, before very long the Asansol Subdivision is going 
to have union boards all through it and in a short time there will hardly 
be any pl«ice left in the province which will not come under Fnion 
l«oai(is. If that be so, I do not see what is the urgent necessity for the 
proposed change, as according to the section 21 of the Bengal Village 
.Self-Government Act, the pay of the chaukidars may be determined for 
any locality according to the di.stinct conditions prevailing there. It 
mii\ be said that for reasons, I must say most unfortunate reasons, ns in 
Uic Contai Subdivision in the di.strict of Midnapore, if the Bengal Village 
.Self-Government Act is withdrawn in favour of the (’haukidari Act in 
an\ area, and if the chaukidars used to get a higher ])ay than Us, (1 a 
month under the former Act there, they cannot be allowed the higher pay 
without the proposed change. In my humble opinion an amendment to 
section 12 of the Act to suit the ca.se would have been better. 

I venture to say that the propo.sed change uill remain a dead letter 
of the law if, for reasons as at Contai, the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
nu'nt Act is withdrawn from any place in favour of the Chaukidari Act 
and if the oiunion of the panchayets are considered at all, as projrosed. 
I cannot put the point better than Mr. Cook, the District Magistrate of 
Midnapore. an officer, no one will deny, of great repute and experience. 
He said that the proposed alteration in section 12 of the Acf is of small 
importance and wrong. In the present day, in the district of Midnapore, 
not a single panchayet will dare to'agree to the raising of the pay of 
chaukidars, and this is the only point on which, as salaries are concerned, 
the District Magistrates would have -to consult them. He adds that 
when the idea is sufficiently instilled into the ordinary countrymen’s 
head that chaukidars are useless he is not likely to agree to their pay 
being rai,sed. 

I would now draw special attention to what was said by no other per- 
sonage than Mr. Birley, the District Magistrate of Chittagong (not very 
long ago the District Magistrate of Burdwan), than whom it has seldom 
been my lot to see a more level-headed and judicious District Officer; and 
I cannot resist the temptation to quote a few lines from his comments on 
the Bill (vide Paper No. 2) — 

The Bill will not be popular and if passed it will be followed by an insistent 
demand of all chaukidars to have their salaries raised alike in districts in which 
there is some difficulty in securing chaukidars and in those in which tlie present 
rates of salary are quite sufficient. I have not yet encountered W difficulty iq 
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scrunriK rhaukidars m any district in which 1 have served excepting in the Ranee* 
gunje coal-fields, which is abnormal. In many districts the present rate is sufficient 
in view of the work whicii it is possiblei to get out of the chaukidars. Aa a ^‘esult 
of my exiicncncc I am inclined to leave the Act alone on the ground that when a 
pMiichnyet lins shown the capacity to get more than the value of Rs 6 a moiilh 
out of a chaiikuiar, the union of the panchayet will have become fit to be a union 
board, and it will then \ye fKissible to raise the pay under section 21 of the Beng^ 
Village SclMiovernmeni Act. 

1 beg io lay greal 8tre8« on the point that if this Bill is passed, it will 
be followed by an insistent demand of all chaukidars to have their pay 
raised even wli(‘re there is no difficulty at present to gel men at Rs. 6 a 
month, even at jilaces which are under the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act and whence theiv is no such demand at present. It will not be 
conducive to add to the widespread feeling against the union boards and 
1 submit that only for some insignitiiuint areas, wdiich even are going to 
have union boards before long, there is no such burry for the proposed 
(diange. I gather it from the Bengal Administration ('ommittee’s Re- 
port that even it one rupee more is given to each chaukidar it will cost 
over 10 lakhs of ni])ees io the villagers of Bengal. 

With due deference to the Divisional (Burdwan) (tounnissioner’s 
opinion,' as ex|)ressed at the end of paragraph d of the Paper No. 0, I beg 
to submit iliai “excited feelings should not always be ignored.” 

I now come to the second or the last point wdiicb deals with the 
amendment of section 15 of the Act. The original pr()p().><il was to raise 
the maximum of tlie cliaukidari tax by 1(10 per cent. Mhich by the 
majority in the Select Committee has been recommended to 50 per cent., 
i.e,, to raise the maximum to Rs. 18 a year in place of the ])resent maxi- 
mum (d Us. IL^ a year, i.e., eight annas a month more. Seldom a union 
will be found where there is more than one person w'ho har* been assessed 
at the maximum, i.e., Rs. V2 and by raising tlu* maximum, very little 
oould be gained. If we put this number even as five in a union, the 
highest possible number that can be assessed at the maximum, again 
1 say, not much will be gained. If the pay of the chaukidars is raised 
by Rs. 2 only their present pay of Rs. 0 a month, as it is in my dis- 
trict, and taking the average number of chaukidars to be fifteen in a 
union you will have to find ouf Rs. 2x l5xl2^Rs. 300 more fmm the 
union. By raising the maximum by eight annas a month, you get 
As. 8 X 5 X 12 ~ Rs. 30 only and that leaves Rs. 330 to be raised in 
addition from others, who, consequently, wdll have to be touched as well. 

I have worked for over fifteen years as a president of a chaukidari 
union and was intimately connected wdth all that concerned the system 
from its very beginning and my submission is that I fully agree with 
Mr. Cook, the District Magistrate of Midnapore, that enough could be 
got with the Re. 1 limit to pay extra wages to the chaukidars if only the 
assessments were equitable (rule Paper No. 6), Mr. Frazer, District 
Magistrate, Rungpore, truly said: “The panchayets are not to be trust- 
ed to be fair in making assessments,’^ Jlf, Cook he make mention 
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of concrete cases as may be seen in Papers Nos. 6 and 2, respectively. 
THib Secretary, Anjumani Islainia, Chandpur, very rijrhtly said. 

Through the clever tact of the village Pan(‘hayets it is these dumb 
fellows who are made to \K\y the whole of the chaukidtwi tax (vulv 
Paper No. 2). 

If the maximum is raised it will hit the harder, the inarticulate mass, 
more than any one else. The truth of this will be evident if the assess- 
ments of a few unions are scrutinized. It may be said that unless the 
maximum is raised, the assessment will be inecjuiiable, as on examina- 
tion it will transpire, I daresay, and what is needed is e(iuitable assess- 
ment and nothing else. 

There are talks of raising the status of the chaukidars. I think I am 
too diill-hcaded to understand the imjxyrt of these. I come from the 
interior of a village and I live there amongst the mass and 1 am 
expected to know them intimately. A chaukidar is a chaukidar and 
shall remain so even if you ]>iiv hiiA four times as much as he is getting 
now. AVith four times the j>ay no one of a better cla.ss will cmne 
forward to don his uniform and shoulder the proverbial lathi. It will 
Ik* very difficult to get Epaminondas for chaukidarships, at least in 
Bengal ! 

Allow me to finish m> humble exhortation with the following sum- 
mary for the consideration of the llon’ble Member in (diarge, that the 
chaukidar! tax is tin* most odious of all the taxes, as , the villagers do 
not get any tangible return for it; the chaukidars* do V(*ry little work— 
they are not whole-time servants — and it is thought that they enjoy their 
pay as “pensions.” It is a direct tax, and levied often very ine(]uitably. 
There is no reason to believe that by raising the maximum tlie panchayets 
will henceforth become, as we call, Dharmaputra Yvdhi.stirs, and the 
maximum will govern the other assessments and the poor shall not be 
roped in and that they will have a chance of escape. Again I say that 
^ry little will be gained by raising the maximum and I pray that the 
Bill may be dropped. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: The attack made on the 
Bill is mainly made on the ground that it is not necessary to raise the 
pay of the chaukidar. I do not propose to discuss ilie otlier point — the 
question of raising the jnaximuin taxation — because I trust that the 
House is going to take the IBll into consideration and I shall have a 
further opportunity of discussing that question. The Raja Sahib has 
said that there is no necessity for this Bill. I can only say that for the 
last three years our District Officers have been pressing upon us the 
absolute necessity for raising the maximum of chaukidars’ pay. The 
hon’ble member seems to me to be going in a vicious circle. He saVs 
we get no work from these people and, therefore, we cannot pay them 
more ; we cannot pay them more because we do not get much work from 
them. If we pay them more, we shall be able to get something, and it is 

the. deliberate nnininn of almost all the Di.stricf Officers in fba nrnvinpo 
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that the only hope of getting the chaukidari system on a sound basis 
is to make tW chaukidar desirous of keeping his employment and making 
other people desirous of getting employment as chaukidar. At present, 
the chaukidar cannot be easily sacked and if you do dispense with his 
services, you can get nobody to take his place. There are many 
districts in which it will not be necessary to raise the maximum pay of 
the chaukidar and in those districts the Act will remain a dead letter. 
But practically in the wliole of Western, Bengal, thexe is not a single 
district with ihe exception of Mr. Cook’s distriid — 1 am coming to it 
later on— which does not report that it is absolutely necessary to get rid 
of the maximum. 

As regards the quotations from the report of the District Magistrate 
of Midnajiore, I think that the hon’ble member has rather misumler- 
slood the attack which he says the Commissioner has made upon him. 
The Commissioner’s rejmrt, as the House will see, is to the following 
effect:— # 

A strong attack on the Itill has, however, been made by Raja Maniloll Ringh 
Uo>’, Chairman of the District Boaid, Riirdwan a copy of whose letter and not 4 > 
dated the IHtl' ultimo is enclosed Tlie District Magistrate of Rurdv.an says that 
the Chaukidari Act has heeir superseded in the greater part of Riirdwan by the 
Village Self-Government Act The only part of tliat district where the Ghaukiduri 
Act is still in force is Asansol subdivision, an area of which the Raja has little 
acquaintance, and proliahty none of the members of the district Isiard consulted 
by him knows mucli. As the only part of that district which will hi affoctiMl by 
the Rill IS Asansol subdivision, an area where wages are high and there are numer- 
ous hig firms who could rightly lie assessed at Rs. 24, or even mori', for the share 
ol the cost of village clinukidnrs. Mr Hart is strongly of opinion that tlie Rill 
should he passed, and 1 agree with him. 

There is nothing there about big firms which can pay Rs. 24 running 
the subdivision. The point of the Commissioner’s report is that v’!h1c 
not denying tlie great knowledge of the Raja Saliih oi the Bnrdwaii 
district, that knowledge is mainly confined to that part of the distritt 
M'hich will not he affected by this Bill. As a last expiring cry Raja Mani- 
loll Singh Roy has suggested that after all there is no necessity to trouble 
the Council with this small Bill now; why not wait until we gel what we 
want by the introduction of the Village Self-Government Act? The 
Village Self-Government Act gives us what we want. The Raja Sahib 
is perfectly prepared to let us have what we want when the A(t is 
extended; he does not object to our raising this maximum to Rs. 24 as 
we then have power to do. It is really only a polite way of putting the 
matter off. The necessity of the Bill 1 explained fully when I introduced 
it. The Village Self-Government Act received a liad check last year 
from the non-co-ojx'ration movement. We all trust that the Act will 
comp into force as quickly as posvsible ; but we have certainly learnt from 
the experience of last year that it is not possible that we shall be able 
to force the pace with regard to it. We must introfliice it when the area 
is fit for it and wants it; also the extension of Village Self-Government 
Act is to a large extent conditioned by the number of Cinde Officers 
whom we can employ. We have taken steps this year to recruit a consi- 
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derable number of Circle Officers, but we have not f^ot nearly enough to 
enable us to extend the Village Self-Government Ad to the whole of the 
province. Therefore, I trust that the C'Ouncil will take the Bill into 
consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT! T have disallowed the following item 
because the matter is outside the scope of the Bill : — 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJi to .^^love that in clause 2 
after the word “ salaries ” the words “ and numbers ” be inserted. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: May I rise to a point of 
order? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: What is the point of order? 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: The point that 1 want to 
raise is that once permission has been granted it cannot be revoked. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 have got the power of disallowing 
a motion at an> stage. 

Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: I bow to \our ruling. 1 
beg to move m\ next amendment that in clause 2 for the words “ after 
consideration of the views ” the w’oids “ with the consent ” be substitut- 
ed. 

1 admit that at the present moment the sub.stitution that 1 want to 
make in the Bill cannot Ik? found in the Village Self-Government 
Act itself. In that respect it is an advance upcm the Act of 1919. It 
ought to be, because we are now in the year 1922 and we ouglit to advamo 
and it, in practice, it is found that this new section, as i want to frame 
it, proves a success, there ought to be also an amendment in the Act ot 
1919. Now* as regards the necessity for this substitution my contention 
is that this jdirase “after consideration of the views of the Board or 
Panchayet is really a dead letter provision in the Act itself. What 
really takes place is this; the panchayet of the union board is asked to 
give its opinion but there are reasons to believe that as a mutter of fact 
no effect is given to it. Besides the two factors considered in the Bill, 
viz., the panchayet or the union board and the District Magistrate, there 
is another factor which doe.s nut find a place in the Bill, but in reality is 
a factor, viz., the police. No recommendation of the panchayet or of the 
union board is really accepted without the concurrence of the police. 
Therefore, my point is that wdien it is admitted that the Chaukidari Bill 
^is a very unpopular measure, when the pay of the chaukidars i.s going to 
be increased and when there is opposition to it the words with the 
consent be substituted for the words “ after consideration of the 
views. The result of the substitution will be that it will throw 
greater responsibility on the panchayets and I submit that once that 
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reHi>()nHibility is thrown on the panchayets, there is no reason why it 
should not properly exercise its responsibility and when there is a case 
made out for the increase of pay it will be the first to apfiee to it. When 
its consent is' given to the increase, there will be smooth and efficient 
adininisti’ation of the panchayet system in the mufassal. 1 therefore 
move that it is for the better and effi(’ieni administration of the 
jwncbayeti system in the mufassab that my amendment should be 
accepted. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved the following motions: — 

That in clause 2 for the words “ aft 4 »r consideration of ” the words 
“in compliance with “ be substituted. 

That before the word “ Panchayet “ the words “ majority of “ be 
inserted. 

That in clause 2 for the words “ of the village ” tlie words “ of the 
chaukidari union “ be substituted. 

lie addressed the (Council in Bengali in support of his motions. A 
translaiion of his speecli is as bdlows: — 

My hon’ble colleague Raja Maniloll Singh Roy has not Wn success- 
ful in carrying his motion in this (’ouncll in this regard. His objection 
seemed (|uite j)lausible, and from my experience as a member of the 
District and Local Boards, 1 can confidently assert tliat the imposition 
of tne chaukidari tax is a grave injustice. During tlie Hindu and 
Mussulman rule in India, no sort of tax was imposed on tlie jieojile for 
the maintenance of law and order. This tax has its inception since the 
establishment of the British rule in India. In the year 1793, Lord ('oin- 
wullis suggested that this tax should be met from the Stamp duties. 1 
fail to see why tliat has not been done, and 1 have accordingly put in a 
question to that effect in this (’ouncil. If the Government can meet the 
expenses under the head “ Town Police,” then why should not they 
pay for this item alsoP Nobody should deny here that the country 
people are poorer than the towns people. And still the cost of the 
village wat(‘hmen fulls on the shoulders of the villagers. From the 
report of the Bengal Village Police Investigation held by Mr. D. J. Mac- 
neil, it is apparent that the village watchman realised one anna from each 
thana, but the Government had no particular connection with the matter 
of realising taxes, etc. In 1876, the position of the watchmen was 
estublished as to the realisation of dues, etc., but in 1892, in accordance 
with an amending Act, their powers were greatly curtailed. Under these 
circumstances we view with apprehension the amendment of this Bill 
again. It seems to me that the sole object of the amendment of this 
Bill is to increase the pay of the chaukidars. But it is a matter of 
profound regret that although the money will be realised by sucking th^ 
life-blood of the poor villagers, the villagers wdll not be benefited in the 
least in return. 

Originally there was a limitation in fixing the salaries of the chauki- 
dars from Rs. 2 to Rs. 6. The Government want to do away with that 
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restriction now. At present chaukidars are available on Rs. 5 or (i per 
month. So it is extremely undesirable to torture the pinir by im reasin^f 
the pay of the chaukidars. In the Chittaji^onj^: Division, a persistent 
effort was made to increase the pay of the chaukidars. Mr. K. C. l)e, 
the late Commissioner, proposed to increase their pay to Its. S per nioiUh. 

However, 1 have nolhin^^ much to say about motions Kos. 14 and 15. 

I would prefer the insertion of the words “majority of ” before the word 
“ Panchayet,” because in that case our purpose will be sei vr ’ At the 
same time, I must observe here that the Ma^Mstrate should not fix the 
salaries, etc., of the (‘haukidars without consulting" the panchayets. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 move that for the ]ao. 
posed new section 12 in clause 2, the followinj^" be substituted namely: — 

“ 12. Salaries of Chaukidars. — The salaries of cliaukulars apiminted 
for any village shall be determined by the fninchayet of the village 
subject to the aj)proval of the District Magistrate.” 

The nmemlmeiit I pro])oso is not a n(‘w thing. Tin* coriesj>onding 
section of the Act of 1S70 ran as hdlows:— 

“ The panchayet shall, from time to time, determine the monthly 
salaries of chauki(lar.s to be apiK)inted.“ 

It was only lu section 8 of Act 1 ot 1892 that this powei \sas trans- 
ferred or given to the District Magistrate, and that the character’ of the 
chaukidai’s as village servants was almost repudiatcMi. That was regret- 
ted by the District Administration (amimittee. That was also legret- 
ted by the Police Commission of 1992 -9d. Thereaftto, Mr. Savage* jiro- 
poaed that tlie village chaukidars should be brought under the contiol 
of the panchayets, and it was with this object in view^ that lie introduced 
what is known as the present system. 1 would tln*refi)re only go back 
to what w’as conceded by the Act of 1870. 1 do not ]>ro|)iis(* anv new 

thing. At the same time, I do not go so far as section 12 of theAct 
of 1870, because there the w'hole jKiwer was given to tin* panchayet to 
determine the pay of the village chaukidar; but hen* 1 only juoposf* that 
the salaries of the chaukidars ap|H)inted for any village shall lie deter- 
mined by the jranchayet of the village, subject to the a])i)ioval of the 
District Magistrate. Here 1 have jirovided for the final voice of the 
District Magistrate in this matter, I think, therefore, that tliere need 
be no such apprehension on the |M)int that if tlie |K)wer be conceded 
to the jmnehayets, uniformity will not Ik* maintained, or that the pan- 
ehayets will only be guided by their sw^et will. That will not be the 
case. On the contrary, it will restore the jmsition of the jmnehayets 
and at the same time emphasise the character of the village chaukidar 
as a village servant. I cannot understand why this jK>wer which wus^ 
conceded by the Act of 1870 cannot be given to the panchayets now, 
even after 50 years. If the ixiiichayets cannot Ik* entrusted with this 
power and cannot be allowed to use their discretion in even so small 
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u mutter as this, I do not understand why there are such tall talks of 
villajfe self-KOvernment and all that. With these few words, 1 propose 
the amendment for the acceptance of the Council. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I have a motion similar to that 
moved hy Rai Ilarendranath Chaudhuri. This ameiidmeni goes to the 
root of the very cardinal {>rinciple of the Reforms. If I had my own 
way, I should have suggested that the question of the salary of thi 
chaukidars should he left entirely at the discretion of the panchayets, 
but sad exj)erience during the past sessions of this Oouiicil has convin- 
ced me that many members of this Council ai’e so enamoured of the 
term “ progressive ” in connection with the realisation of responsible 
Government that they fight rather shy of being susjH'cted of making 
too rapid a progress towards res|K)nsil)le Government; so, I have been 
obliged to add the words “ subject to the approval of the Magistrate.’' 

I have made it very modest and 1 hojK" that this moderate Council will 
accejit this amendment. 

The main question involved in this amendment is, wlio is to be the 
final authority in deierinining the salaries of the chaukidars, who is 
to be the master — the jHmple who have to find the money, or their 
Civil Servant the Magistrate. Even a cursory glance at the juovisions 
of the ('haukidari Act of 1870 tells us what the attitude was 
in the pre-reform days. This Act gives absolute i>ower to the District 
ilagistrat(‘. It is he who has the ]K>wer of a])|)ointing the jianchayet; 
it is h(* who has the jKiwer of fining j^eople for nd'using to serve as 
I>anchayets; it is he who has the power of determining the number of 
chaukidars to lie ajiiKiinted; it is he who has the power to determine 
their salaries, and to apixnnt, fine or dismiss the chaukidars. In fact, 
the Magistrate is sujueme. His very word is law; his every senttuice a 
decree. He has got all the majestic |)owers which were so fondly 
described by his now admirer, the great Prime Minister of England the 
other da>. Rut, when the (luestion of money arises, when it is neces- 
sary to find money to jiay the chaukidars, what does this Act provide? 
Section l-l of the Cliaukidari Act provides that it is the panchayet who 
is to find money for the salaries and e(iui}>ment of chaukidars by assess- 
ment imposed on the householders. So, after all, there is some power 
left in the hands of the j)eople. They have to find that money, they have 
to i)ay the money. A great ix>wer indeed! 

Of course, all this was enacted more than 50 years ago, when the 
[)eopie were asleep — when the i)eople wTre unconscious — when the 
people were in a torpor. But, now, in 1922, when the people have 
^awakened, when there is a new life pulsating through the country, 
when the very essence of responsible Government— “ no representation — 
no taxation,” is heard from one end of the province to the other, is Uiere 
any member of this Council here, with soul so dead that he does not 
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feel the indignity, the humility of the position, when his salaried public 
servant, the District Magistrate, is to contimie to be master for ever 
and for evermore? The Hon’ble Member in charge, himself hi$ real- 
ised the absurdity of the jK)sition, Wause we find it suggested that the 
District Magistrate is to consider the opinion of the pnnchayet«. 
But what value is there in this advisory character of the imnchayet’s 
opinion? We know the value of our resolutions even in this Council, 
^cause -our resolutions are merely advisory. They can be put a stop 
to; they need not he acted U]>on. Let the people, who have to ptiy 
the money, have the real power. Let the Magistrate’s opinion be advi- 
sory. We have no faith in tlie eternal su|X'riority of the steel trame. In 
the light of the lleforni Sclicnie if the Ueforin has any meaning at all — 
whether it is a bridge joining the old hureaucrai'y with full resjxmsible 
Government — or whether it is an act of the British I’arliameiit or whether 
it is a mere exi>eriinent, one thing imisl be made clear to every body 
concerned — that the Magistrate or the administiutivc oiliciu must remain 
content to be merely the jmblic servant — the executive hand and 
nothing more. Tlie final authority must pass into the liaiids of the jM'ojde 
or th(‘ir repn‘sentatives. The old steel fraim* is getting lusty and hn|K‘- 
lessly out of date, it must be suj)j>lante(l by a new steid frame (‘om posed 
of the will of the peo])le. This is the birthright of the ]H‘0]>1(‘. No l>ogey 
of “ sacred trust ” or “ high destiny ” can deiirive us of oui divine 
right to live like men, to think like men, and to act like men. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Although not a miifassal 
member, I have followed with very great interest the s]>eeches of tin* 
two jnevious sjKuikers and I havi^ also taken soim‘ intert*st in tlie |>io* 
gress of the Bill. I must say that 1 was a bit sui’inised' wlum 1 read 
this Bill not to find a solitary jirovision that the Chaiikldari tax shall 
he determined hy the District Magistrate after eoiisullation with tlie 
panchayet. 1 do not wdsh to enter into the merits of the (juestionwh(‘ther 
the chaukidari tax .should he increased or not, hut what strikes me as 
incongruious is that in the year of grace 1922, the rion’hle framer of 
the Bill has stuck to the old wooden and antediluvian method of 
administration by providing consultation with the local body in the 

• Bill. 

What is the use of the words “ after consultation with tlie ]ian- 
cliayets, the District Magistrate will fix the salary of the chaukidar?” 

*I8 it necessary to have any statutory provision for this jmrjHise? Surely 
as a matter of courtesy and form, the District Magistrate wall consult the 
local bodies. Therefore, Sir, it will lx* merely deluding the people hy 
simply inserting the words ‘‘ after consultation wdtli tlu^ village ]>an- 
chayet, etc.’' The consultation with the village jianchayet would he 
like a consultation betw'een a Member of Government and certain out- 
side gentlemen by the issue of a courteous letter from the Secretariat 
as to “ what do you think of this matter or that.” I think it is an 
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insult to the intelligence of the people of the province in these progres- 
sive (lays. 1 think these words, therefore, should either be deleted al- 
together or the clause should be remodified in the way proposed by Rai 
Harendranath (jhaudhuri and Babu Indu Bhushan Uutta or by Shah 
Syed Emdadul Ha([. I would prefer the latter because I do not want 
the authority of the District Magistrate to be altogether eliminated. 
The District Magistrate should have the power of supervision over the 
work of th(^ local bodies. Their supervision and guidance are of invalu- 
able help to local bodies, and I am sure they will ivy to guide these local 
bodies with iiivi and sympathy. I therefore think that the old w(KMlen, 
antediluvian methods may be substituted in these progressive days by 
a more liberal delegation of jx)wer to the imnchaycds or village unions. 
Well, us has been (‘orrectly described bv Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, 
those who pay the piper have the right to call for the tune; therefore, the 
representatives of the |)eo]>le who ])ay the rates and taxes should be 
the masters of the situation subject to the guidaiu'c and control of the 
District Magistrate, ’as the case may be; but to leave everything in the 
hands of the District Magistrate and sim])ly ]dace the ])ancbay(‘t or 
village union in the position of an advisory IkkIv, would rather be an 
insult to tlie intelligcMice of the peojde. 

1 tlierefore opjjose this ])art of the Bill. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; 1 l)(‘p io sii])p()rt 
tlic uiiu'iidineiil of Halm Salisli (llmiidni Mukliaiji. Sir, my feetli 
bciiif' laid 1 am afraid of spakiiijr- I was told liy a Icadiiifr memlior ol 
this (hmiicil that tho Hoii’hio Kir-lohii Korr hoard that I usod the word 
“ cheat ” instead of the word “ ” in connection with the dehate 

rcffardinj. the arrant to the ]’a])('r-Book Department — 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You ou^dit not to make any reference 
to that matter. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER 'CHOSE Bahadur: I was only say- 
iiiff that on account of my had teetli 1 was not heard ])ro])erly. How- 
ever, Sir, T bejj to jfive my reason for sujijiortint; this amendment; and 
that is this: In the first place, as has been jxiinted nut by Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Rahadur and other members, “after eonsultation, etc.,” 
are tenns that are meaningless and have pot no lepal bindinp force, 
and therefore they oupht not to have any jilace in a lepal enactment.^ 
Apain, I suppose, it is contemplated that the con.sent of the villape 
ivanehayet should lie taken, and if the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson aprees 
to that, it will obviate a preat many difficulties; for example, any objec- 
tion to the increa,se of the rate from Re. 1 to Re. 1-8-0 will be avoided. 
Noliody will have any right to object to that ; at least, I for my part 
will support the Hon’hle Mr. Stephenson as regards that portion of 
clause 3 of the Bill, but if this consent inserted here is not accepted, 
then it will be my bounden duty to oppose clause 3 also; but if the 
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increase in salary' is made with the consent of the panchayet and the 
rates and taxes are fixed by the imnchayet, 1 8npjK>se nobody has any 
right to object; and it may be conceded that the cliaukidars are entitled 
to some increase of salary if the villagers can afford to pay it. Now, 
it is an admitted fact that local self-government means self-govein- 
ment from the bottom; we are going to get self-government from the 
top; that being so, what is local self-government? It means j)i>wer 
of taxation. If this power of taxation is taken away from the villagers, 
it is no g(X)d giving them any ix>wer or consulting them, and it is no 
good talking of local self-government at all. Therefore, it is in tlu' 
best interest of Government, it is consistent with the policy laid down 
by Government that the panchayets should 1 h‘ consulted, they should 
be the body to impose the tax and to increase the salary. The only 
thing that (‘an be said is this, and that is why 1 do not sujijMwt Hai 
Ilareiidranath rhaudhuri, that the jiaiu'hayet will 1 k' always very un- 
willing to make any increase; th(M*efore, the projK)sal may not coim‘ 
from the panchayet. In that view 1 do not su])|X)rt Kai llaremlraiiath 
rhaudhuri that the salaries of the chaukidars. . • shall 1 m‘ de- 

termined by the jianchayet subject to the a]>proval of the ])istri(*t Magis- 
trat(\” Tor the pnvsent T would think that the District Magistiati* 
should be the proj)oser and tak(‘ the comsent of th(‘ ]>aii(‘hayet. 1 hat 
seems to me the only jH'optw course to take; theri'fon*, 1 siip]>ort Halm 
Satish rhandra Mukharji’s proposal. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I sui^inirt the amendment 
mov(Ml by Hahn Indu Bhushan Dutta. Th(‘ rliaukldan Act is giadu-^ 
ally coming to Ik* I'estricted only to those ar(‘as wh(‘re tin‘ Bengal \ illagt* 
S(df-( lovernment Act, li)19, is not being extemhsl. It is (h'sirable that 
the i)anchayets should 1)(‘ given >(01110 semblanci* ol jHiwei or dis(ie- 
tion in those jdaces wlnu’e the A(‘t will continue to remain in foice. In 
fact, the original Act gave them full power. lh(‘ subs(*(ju(‘nt amend- 
ments which were made were all of a retrograih* nature and took away 
gradually those pow’ers from the panchayets and concentrated tluon 
in the hands of the District Magistrate who only registered the opinion 
of the darofjn in the.se matters. 

When the Act was last amended the District Magistrates W(‘n* in- 
variably the Chairmen of the District Boards and were in intimati* 
relation with the village organisations, but the system is now chang(*d 
and it no longer holds good with respei t to almost all District Boards, 
where non-ofiScial chairmen, like Raja Maniloll Singh Roy, are now 
working. In the fitness of things the Chairmen of the District Boards 
should have been the controlling and supervising authorities in these 
self-governing village organisations, but as we cannot have this desir- 
able change as yet the opinions of the panchayets .should in my opinion 
be allowed to prevail as much as possible. 

The chaukidars are not whole-time men and need not 1 k‘ given the 
salaries of whole-time servants. I have found dn imjuiry^ that they 
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ordinarily employ themaelvea in their personal or other concerns and 
devote only a poition of their time to the work entrusted to them. 
Nobody would think of i>ayinjif to the Territorials in j)eace time the 
salaries of soldiers in the barracks. The village panchayets are un- 
doubtedly the best judjifes to find out what allowance — I will not call 
ii salary — should be ])aid to a man of the village for the part-time he 
could afford to devote for the work of the village. 

Tliese are my reasons for which I think we shall be justified in 
giving our sui)port to the amendment. 

Mr, 8YED NA8IM All: I rise to support the amendment of Rai 
Harendraiiatli Chaudhuri, and my reasons are tliat Rai Harendranath 
Gliaudhuri lias really brought into prominence a (piestion of principle 
whi(‘h is involve(l in this. When the Act of 1870 was passed, in fact 
the principle was that the jianchayet should be the final authority. When 
the Act was amended by Act 1 of 1892, just the ojiiwysite principle was 
accepted, viz., that the District Magistrate should be the final author- 
ity. Tlie jiresent (luestion is as to who should lx» the final authority 
— whetluM' the village j)anchayet or the District Magistrate. The Bill, 
as it has been drafted, still maintains the position that the District 
Magistrate would lie the final authority, but he may consult the views 
and wishes of the panchayet if he so likes 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr, H, L, 8TEPHEN80N: May 1 ]x>int out that it is 
not “ inu}/ consult,” hut that he shall consult 

0 

Mr, 8YED NA8IM ALI: Assuming that he is Inmnd to consult, he 
is not hound to give effect to the views and wishes of the jxinchayet. 
The whole i|uestit)n is which principle should be accepted. Reading the 
amendments one by one it apjx^ars to me that Babu Satish Chandra 
Mukharji is of opinion that w'e should add the w’ords “ with the con- 
sent.” Now' if we put in those wmrds, what do we really get? We get 
this: the District Magistrate should fix the salary with the consent of 
the jianchuyet, hut suj>posing there is a difference of opinion, who is 
the final authority? If this amendment is given effect to, the result 
would be that the Act would not jn’ovide for those cases in w’hich there 
would be a difference of opinion betw’een the District Magistrate and 
the panchayet. AVe must make some provision about this, and if the 
- section be amended in this way, I think there would be difficulty in the 
interpretation of the section, e8|)ecially when there is a difference of 
opinion between the District Magistrate and the village jmnchayet. 

Shah Syed has gone rather to tlie opposite iK)int. His amendment 
is that the District Magistrate must fix the salary in compliance with 
the wishes of the i>anchayet. To me it seems that he would give the 
final autliority to the imnchayet. The District Magistrate must be 
bound to comply with the findings of the panchayet; it may be the 
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majority, but by majority I mean tbe majority of the memWrs of the 
jwnchayet, so that Shah Syed would rather make the jianehayet the final 
authority, and his intention is that the DLstriet Map^istrate would have 
absolutely no hand in the matter; he would have ab.solutely no discre- 
tion in the matter. 

Then, the amendments of Uai Harendranath Ohaudhuri and Balm 
Indu Bhushan Dutta to me, it .seems, have tried to follow a via mnlui; 
instead of jnovidin^, instead of making the authority the pamdiayet 
final, and instead of making the District Magistrate altogether helptss 
in these matters in which there ought to be interference for some reason 
or other, 1 think Rai Harendranath fhaudhuri lias jnit it correctly when 
he says that the real authority must be the village panehayet because 
the village ])anchayet has got to find the money, has got to decide what 
salaries Imve got to he paid to the chaiikidars, they know the serMces 
rendered In the chaiikidars, they know the quantity and (luality of tlunr 
work, and, therefore, their suggestions should have the greatest \alue, 
and in almost all cases their wishes must be given effect to. But, if 
tlnu'e be any s]>ecial ('ircuinstances, in any ]>arti('ular case, then tin* 
District Magistrate may or may not interfere, .so that Uai lluren<lranath 
(liaiidhun and Babu Indu Bhu.shan Dutta projHise that th(‘ ultimate 
a])]n’oval must come from the District Magistrate; in other words, as a 
matter of course, the salary would Ik‘ fixed by the jmnchayet, but if 
there are any cases in which the Magistrate thinks that the jianchayet 
has not a( l(‘d pro[K*rly, he may withhold his sanction, and until lh(‘ 
wishes of the jmnchayet receive the final approval of tlu^ District Magis- 
trate, the\ will not have the force of law. So my opinion is that the 
amendment, as jirojiosed by Rai Harendranath (’haudhuri and Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta, would rather follow the middle course between two 
ppjKi.site princijdes, and 1 therefore supjKirt this amendment. 

Mhuilvi YAKUINUDDIH AHMED: I also beg to sujqHiri the ameiid- 
meiits of Rai Harendranath (diaudhuri and Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 
During the last session I spoke on this subject, and 1 desired that the 
villagers who jxiid taxes for the chaukidar’s pay, should be the masters 
of the chaiikidars. The chaiikidars should keep watch and ward for 
the village jx'ople from whom he receives his jiay. ()f course the District 
Magistrate ought to have a hand in the matter; as Magistrate of the 
District, he fixes the salary, but with the ajiproval or with the consent 
of the village peojde and the panehayet. Now, in every union there * 
would be constituted a union board who would also represent the views 
of the villagers, and I think that to work it harmoniously the District 
Magistrate should always consult the opinion of these villagers who 
form the members of the union board. Nowadays we find that the 
chaukidars are required to do the menial work of the sub-inspectors of 
the police, or are engaged in doi^g other work, neglecting their jiroper 
and legitimate duties of keeping watch and ward over the villagers. 
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Therefore, I to submit that in order to inake the villagers work 
harmoniously in these ptvnehayeis under this Chaukidari Act it is the 
])an( ha>'ei’s duty and not the duty of the District Magistrate to see that 
the cliaiikidars do their work i>roi)erly in the village, and the villagers 
if they find that the ap{H)intmeni of khe chaukidars is in the hands of 
the villagers would see that the ehaukidar did his work properly, and 
th(^ (‘haukidar would do his work better. On the other hand, if the 
ehaukidar is ai)]K)inied by the District Magistrate without any consulta- 
tion whatever and even against the consent of the villagers' and the 
panchayet, 1 think the chaukidars will never think himself a servant of 
the public for whom he is employed, and that is the reason why I 
supjiort this amendnient. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I have to reply with regard 
to a considerable number of amendments. The first two may be taken 
together, because the grounds on which 1 cannot accept them are the 
same. 

Babu Sutish ('handra Mukharji ])roiK>ses to mak(‘ the salary of the 
ehaukidar dependant on the consent of the panchayet. Shah Syed 
Emdadul J\iU\ goes a little further and makes the Magistiates, as has 
bedti i>oinled out, the mouthpiece of the panchayet, with no initiative and 
no power of control or approval. It has already been pointed out that 
under the Act of 1871, the ])ower of fixing the pay and the number of 
the chaukidars was vested in the pinchayet, but that was found from 
ex[)eri(‘nce not to work. Even so, even in the Act of 1871, their ixiwer 
was not unfettered. As regards the number of the chaukidars, they 
were limited by a ])rovision which required that for so many houses 
there should be at least so many chaukidars; as regards the i>ay, their 
discretion was fettered by maximum and minimum limits which limits 
were fixed b2 years ago and, therefore, are not suitable now. 

Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji advances an argument admitfedly 
going further than the Village Self-Government Act goes; that was 
passed two years ago and in 1922 we have further advanced than 
we were in 1920. But he forgets that the ('haukidari Act only applies 
to those areas whii'h were not sufficiently advanced even for the Act of 
1919; therefore, it is wrong to bring forward the argument that because 
two years have elapsed we should therefore go further. In this parti- 
cular matter we cannot even go so far as we did in the Village Self- 
Government Act two years ago. The effect of these two amendments 
will be to place the whole res])onsibility for the salary’ of the chaukidars 
ujKm the panchayet. The panchayet is not an elected body, it is an 
apixunted body, therefore, the arguments based on the necessity of the 
])eople having a voice do not apply here. The panchayet is a body con- 
sisting of human beings and it is liable to the influences that most of 
us are liable to in the way of outside pressure. These amendmente ask 
US to place upon the panchayet, which has not got the support which 
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is derived from being elected, and which is in an area which is not 
suflBcieutly advanced for the most primitive form of self-government — 
we are asked to place upon that [wnchayet a resjwnsibility which we have 
not placed u])on the elected meml)er8 of the union boards. My main 
ground tor o])ix)sing these amendments is that it is unfair to place that 
responsibility on piuuhayets, to make them undergo the unjxijmlarity, 
which in their case will he visited on them personally, of raising the 
chaukidurs’ salary even when tliey think tliey ought to. I think the 
Council will agree that the utmost we .should do is to place them in a 
similar position to the resimnsihle members of the village unions, and 
that is what the Hill does. 1 think the llon.se can rely uixm it that no 
District Magistrate is goiiig to disregard the reasonable views of the 
IKini'lmyets. There is no reason to think that he will wish to jKiy the 
chaukidar a salary in excess of that which the real mind of the village 
considers fair. We h.ave had reixirts from all districts on chaukidari 
affairs since the last cold weather. One iioint 1 gather from them is 
the fact that the District Magistrate is alive to the necessity for carry- 
ing the village with him in the matter of chaukidurs’ salaries and in 
the matter of the number of chaukidars to be npi>ointed. Some of the 
districts esix'cially in Eastern Bengal do not want to raise the salary, 
those in northern and western Bengal have insisted on the necessity of 
increasing the .salary of the chaukidars, if possible by decreasing the 
number. I think the llou.se may b<‘ jierfectly satisfied that the District 
Magistrate is not going to take the views of the village jmnchayel merely 
for the piirpo.se of throwing them aside. lie is Iwund to consult lliem 
and there must he many memlK'rs of tliis Domse who have exjM'ncm'e 
of village unions ami no one has even suggesU'd that the Magistrate does 
not jKiy reasonable deference to the views of the union boaid. 

The next amendment of Shah Saheb is liefore the word “ raiicha- 
yet ” the words “ majority of ” be ins«*rted. D is purely a formal 
amendment which, I think, is unnece.ssary for the reason that the 
expression “ I’aiichayet ” is used throughout the Act. Th(> duties and 
re.siHinsibilities of the individual memliers of the panchayets are referred 
to but the panchayet is a corixirate body and the wishes of the pancha- 
yet mean the corporate wishes of the panchayet or the wishes of tlie 
majority. Therefore, I do not think this formal amendment is neces- 
sary. 

The next is also a formal amendment and it is not only unnecessary 
but I am afraid wrong. The chaukidari union is not mentioned in the 
Act at all. ITie Act speaks only of the village. Section 4 of the Act 
says that the District Magistrate may, from time to time, by an order 
in writing under his hand, declare any local area or group of dwellings, 
within the district of which he has charge, to lie a village for the 
purposes of this Act. It is under that power that the District Magistrate 
has created what is known as chaukidari unions. The expression 
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Chaukidari Union ” is first mentioned in the Chaukidari Manual.* 
In the present Manual, such villages are referred to as Unions an( 
nowhere in the Act do we find that exiyression. It is not an expressioi 
known to the law and the expression would be meaningless here unlesi 
we have a definition of it. 

I now come to tlie amendments of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri 
which I entirely agree are much more reasonable, but I am afraid ever 
tliese I cannot accept. Babu Indii Bhushan Dutta will excuse Tne if ] 
decline io discuss the (jiiestion of the stress and strain of a steel frame 
work ; but he states that he regards this amendment as representing i 
cardinal principle of the R(‘forms. I trust he does not mean a deadlocl 
for that is what the ])roiw)sed amendment wfhild lead to. It says tlia^ 
the salary of a chaukidar shall be determined by the panchayet of tin 
village subject to the ap})roval of the Distri('t Magistrate. Now whal 
would happfui if the ])anchayet determines the salary of the chaukidar 
say, at Rs. 4 ? the District Magistrate says, no, I cannot agree tc 
Rs. 4.” Then what hapjHUis? As has been ]W)inted out by Kai Jogeu* 
dra (diunder Ghose Bahadur tlie chaukidars would g(‘i no salary at all 
until tlieir salaries have been fixed by the panchayet and the District 
Magistrate lias ajijiroved. Erom that ])oini of view, this amendment 
is worse than the amendment of Babu Satish ('handra Mukharji as it 
does not leave the initiative to the Magistrate. There is no solution 
of the deadlock. Even under the Village Self-Government Act, when 
the original aiipointment of the chaukidar is left to the nomination of 
the village unions, if the Magistrate does not ajiprove of the nomina- 
tion, and no suitable fresh nomination is made within a reasonable 
time, the Magistrate can apjioint. But here, if the Magistrate does 
not approve of th(‘ salary of the chaukidar, there is no way out. That 
is the reason why we are unable to accept the proposal. 

As regards the other s]K*eches, 1 have got only a few remarks to 
make. Rai Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt flahadur seemed to beg the whole ques- 
tion by tr\ing to discuss what is the projier salary of a chaukidar. 
He is willing to leave the determination of the salary to the panchayet, 
but at the same time he wishes to bind the panchayet, to accept his view 
that the (diaukidar should not be i>aid a full-time wage. Rai Jogendra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur objected to the jwer of taxation being taken 
away, but, Sir, I may point out that the power of taxation is not being 
taken away by this Act. The panchayet, unfort.unately for himself, 
has still to assess the tax; the only power that these amendments wish 
to give to the panchayet, and the Rill does not give, is a power of fix- 
ing the salar}^ of the chaukidars. 

I can only say that, considering these amendments with the utmost 
care, Government are not able to accept any of them and I trust that 
reasons whioh I have given to the Council will be found sufficient, 
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The amendment of Hai Harendranath Chaudhuri was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES. 


Ahm«d, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Emaduddin. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wasimuddin. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

A4imed, Munshi Jafar. 

All, Mr. lyed Natim. 

Ml, Munshi Amir. 

Ml, Munshi Ayub. 

A* 2 am, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 
Barma, Ral tahib Panohanan. 

Bhattaoharjl, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvl HaAzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhuri, Ral Harendranath. 

Das Cupta^ Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Oe, Babu Fanindraial. 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Chatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmanl. 

Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 


Had, Maulvl A. K. Fazl-ui. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Karim, Maulvl Failul. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamid ud-din. 

Makramali, Munshi. 

Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mahtndra Chandra. 
' Moltra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

I Mukharjl, Babu Satish Chandra. 

I Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhone. 

I Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

; Nakey, Mina Muhammad All. 
i Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

! Ralkat, Mr. Praianna Deb. 

Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

; Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

I Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. 

I Roy, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mohan Singh. 

' Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Saliaja Nath. 
Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhonb. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Azaharuddin. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Banerjee, Ral Bahadur Ablnas Chandra. 
Bose, Mr. S. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble the Nawab Balyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Das, Babu Bhishmadev. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

French, Mr. F. C. 

Goode, Mr. 8. W. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

James, Mr. R. H. L Langford. 


Kerr, the Hon'ble Sir John. 

Lang, Mr. J. * 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

MItter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Muliick, Babu NIrode Behary. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd'Ur 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kihaunish 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 41 and the Noes 32, the motion was earrnsl. 

I’he amendment of Babu Satish (3iaiulra Mukharji and tlio three 
amendments of Shah Sycd Emdadul Haq were deemed to have failed. 


Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: 1 move that elause 3 be omit- 
ted. In moving this, I beg to submit that T hav(» tried to examine the 
provisions of this Bill as dispassionately as I could and to plac(‘ on them 
as favourable a construction as possible, yet I cannot resist the con- 
clusion that, if tliis Bill is accepted, as amended by the majority of tlie 
Select Committee while the good that it may do is at liest problematic, 
the injury that may result from it is both olivioiis and certain. W<* 
have appended a note of dissent to the Rejxirt of the Select ( ommittee 
in which we have attempted to discuss at some length the nature and 
the probable effect of this clause. I have urged two principal objec- 
tions. My first point is that the chaukidari tax is already highly 
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unpopular. The chaukidars are supposed to be maintained not for th( 
ordinary duties of watch and ward to the villages, but mainly to helj 
the district jiolice in their work. Besides this, the chaukidars hav( 
many other duties to i)erform. For instance, they have to wait upoi 
the District Magistiates, the Subdivisional Officers and even the Circh 
Offic(‘r8 when they are out on tour. When His Excellency the Vicero;) 
is j)leased to jmss tlirougli a district in a 8i)ecial train, the chaukidan 
are summoned to guard the railway lines and the ratepayers’ property 
are left luactically unprotected during the chaukidars’ absence as Vice- 
regal guards. The difficulty has already been experienced in realising 
union rates even in the areas where the Village Self-Government Aci 
has been introdiKied — a legislation, which has got several redeeming] 
features, such as, the provisions for the improvement of village sani- 
tation and village education, whereas the Chaukidari Act has got lu 
such provision in it to make it in any way i)opular to the ordinary rate- 
payers of the country. Therefore, I venture to submit that any proposa. 
to increase this already highly unpopular tax will not be acceptable to the 
]x*ople of this country whether rich or i)oor. My second point is that 
though the maximum limit be raised to Re. 1-8-0, it will not l)e very help 
ful to increase the income of the unions by any substantial amount, 
because the number of people, who can be Unssessed the maximum amount, 
is very small. What is the average number of villages in a union? The 
list of all the village unions is not available. Take the list of at least 
three thanas in the Sadar Subdivision of Burdwan and this will give 
us an idea. There are 26 union boards, consisting of 444 villages sc 
that the average number of villages in a union is about 17. What ie 
the average number of chaukidars in a village? It is one to a village. 
If the chaukidar’s ]>ay is increased by Rs. 2 and that of the daffadar 
bv R(‘. 1, each union must iticrease its income by at least Rs. 35 per 
month ()!■ Rs. 420 a year. Assuming for the sake of argument that 
tlu're is such a man in each village who (‘an be assessed at the maximum 
rate of Rs. 18 of whi('h he alivadv ]>avs Rs. 12, the income that may be 
deiivf'd fi’om this inciva.se is only Rs. 102, leaving still a balance ol 
Rs. 318 (-120—102) to make up. This sum of Rs. 318 must be realised 
from the ordinary rat('i)ayers. So, however, clever may be the argu- 
ment in suj'port of this provision, and however great mav be the soli- 
citude of the Government to give relief to the pool, the burcbm must 
fall on them. I venture to submit that anv attempt on the part of the 
(R)vernment to im'ivase this already highly unpopular tax will he 
stronglv resent('d bv the pHiple of this country. The present tempera- 
ment of the House, I am afraid, seems to lie such that the Executive 
Government can get any measure they please, passed bv the Tiegisla- 
turo without the slight(\st difficulty; hut there is a moral limit to the 
eomp'tencv of the Government in this matter. They should come for- 
ward with anv proposal of anv amendment only when the existing 
law is found to be so defective as almost unworkable; otherwise not. 
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Such experienced members of the Indian Civil Service as Messrs. Birley 
and Cook consider this change as unnecessar}' and inexjH*dient. If 
there is any discontent among the chaukidars in some quarters it is due 
to the non-co-oi>eration movement; it is sure to die out with the dis^ 
appearance of its cause. When this temporary feeling vanishes jR‘ace 
and contentment will reign again among them. 

Th6 Hchi’Mo Mr, H, L, STEPHENSON: May I rise. to a iM>int of 
order, Sir? Is the hon’ble member in order in discussing the ([uestion 
of raising the salaries of chaukidars which has already been jxissed by 
the House? The hon’ble member is now sjHnrking of a sjX'cific jK)int. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You should not go into the question 
again us it has ali'eady l)een passed. 

Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: This pmvision for the raising of 
the maximum limit of assessment has got a direct connec tion with the 
(piestion of salaries. 

Now to turn to my ])oint. If we agree to change the law to increase 
the pay, even in some places, it will be followed by a universal demand 
for higher remuneration by the chaukidars throughout tlu‘ proviiu'c^. 
Ib’cssing need for higher jray in some ]>articular area may Ik* met by 
a more careful and a more ecpiitable assessment. 1 think th(*re is 
absolutely no justification for changing the law for it. 

The proposal for reducing the number of chaukidars cannot be 
entertained for a moment. 1 remember the Hon’ble MemlK*r mention- 
ing it while moving to refer this Bill to the Sedect Committee in the 
last S(‘ssion of the Council. The strength of the force is now nnich 
smaller than it was in the days of the chnhran system. If wc* n*duce 
their number still more to increase their ])ay, we shall be doing a double 
mischief, viz., increased taxation and no wwk'in return; l>ecause their 
number cannot be reduced so much as to render additional taxation 
unnecessary. So T respectfully re<iuest the Council not to listen to 
any argument, not to agree to change the law and thereby yuit a halter 
round our own necks unconsciously, but to refuse to reviw* the exisC 
ing Act on this point. 

Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I beg to support the motion as 
moved by mv friend, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh Roy. I do not think 
there is anv necessity for me to make a speech in support ef this 
resolution after the able wav in which the mover has dealt with the 
subject. The only question before the House is whether the tax is 
likely to be popular; of course taxation, as a rule, is unpopular, but 
of all the unpopular taxes this form of direct taxation on the poor people 
of the province is the most unpopular, and I am sure they will not 
tolerate it. It has been said that bv amending section 12 we have, in 
A TYiAnnpr. consented to raise the pav of the chaukidars. T do not deny 
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that. Whenever and wherever it is necessary, if the panchayet thinki 
so, let them raise it, but I can assure the Council that either by th( 
reduction of the number of chaukidars or by a more equitable systen 
of taxation, this maximum of Re. 1 will be quite enough to provide fo; 
any increase in the pay of chaukidars that may be effected. The service 
of the chaukidtirs as protectors of proi)ertieH in the villages has becGm( 
a by-word of ridicule. The jK‘ople do not appreciate their services, an( 
I doubt if they will agree to this direct taxation being increased even b) 
a single pice. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that clause 3 Ik^ omitted 

He addressed the (Council in Bengali in support of his motion. A 
translatio]) of his sj)eech is as follows: — 

] do not want to take up the time of the Council. But I canno 
understand why the chaukidari taxes should be Rs. 18 in place o 
Rs. 12. Th(‘ rate for the union board is Rs. 84. The reason for tliii 
is the itnju’oveineiit of education, sanitation, ]niblic health, etc. Wha 
is the utility of the increased rate? In the mufassal, the jxinchayeti 
are always busy in complying with the wishes of the zamindars. Thii 
mean carrying coals to New^castle. llie rich always try to get theii 
taxes reduced. This they do by exercising their influence. Therefore 
th(‘ whoh‘ burd(‘n tails on the shoulders of th(‘ less affluent ]XH>ple. ! 
have seen, Sir, that these taxes are usually realised by selling the mov 
aides of the iXKir. And what does the })<)or man do? He bears th( 
burden calmly and does not dare to ap|>eal to the District Magistrate. Tin 
arguments which the rich ]>eople advance in regard to the inc.reased taX' 
ution, are, if I am allowed to say so, almost ridiculous. I have heart 
a gentleman saying that the taxes in his tah.sils are calculated at the rat( 
of Rs. f) or G only. He says that that is the rule; that is the Govern 
ment order. I can multiply instances like this. But it is nd use doin^ 
so here. 1 should, therefore, ask, with all the emphasis 1 can command 
that this lu’actice of reducing taxes should forthwith be put a stop to. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; The amendmeni 
])roi)osed is a direct negation of the prof)osals contained in the Bill 
When I supported the Bill as amended, I thought that with the pancha- 
yets having a right to determine the salaries of the chaukidars, the 
question for raising the rate would be unnecessa^)^ because the pancha- 
yets consisted of the villagers themselves and would determine the rate 
of wages for the chaukidars. In that view of the matter, I think 1 
cannot sup]>ort the amendment which is a negative one, and I must 
supiRU't Government in this matter. The salaries of chaukidars must 
be increased some day or other. That being so, money must be raised, 
Now, by the amendment which has been carried by this House, powers 
have already been vested wholly in the panchayet, who represent the 
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dumb millions in the mufassaL to determine the salarieo of tlie chauki- 
dars. If that be so, there is no objection whatsoever. So I submit 
that as the first motion was carried by the House, the second one should 
not be allowed. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I Wg to opixise 
this amendment. During the intnKluction of the Hill I tried to explain 
to the House that this salutary provision was intended to make con- 
sideration for different circumstances obtaining fn the \illages At 
jnesent there are jieople in the villages with wide difference in ciri une 
stances. One man may be able to jxiy four or five time.s the taxes 
paid by the ordinary tax-i>ayers, but in the present Ibll there is no 
jn-ovision for making him pay according to his means. Now what is 
the principle of taxation? Tlie principle is that th(‘ jx^rsons who are 
best able to pay should bear tlie largest share ol taxation; but under 
the present law the maximum is fixed at Ks. V2 a >eai, whereas th(‘ 
ordinary cultivator ymys Rs. (> or Rs. 9 a year. Thtuviore, this provi- 
sion has been made in order to make the rich |HM>ple ])ay the largest 
share, so that the burden of the pool may be lightened. Take a con- 
crete case, as |K)iiited out by Rai dogeiidra Ohumhu’ (ihose Ihihadur, 
it is the pancfiayet who will fix the salaries of the chaukidars, there- 
iore, the amount to be raised from the Milage (‘iitiM‘l\ dt'ptmds uixm 
th(* decision of the jmiuhaNet. The next point is how to laise the 
amount. On that jKiint if we find that there au* 4 or 5 rnh men in 
a village w'ho can pay the major jKirtion of the tax, tin* balance a 
trifling balance— can be distributed over a large numlier of jioor rate- 
payers, which would tighten their burden. I am afraid this amend- 
ment has been moved under a misapprehension that it is the |K)or who 
will have to {Kiy the largest share. It is tiue that in th(‘ ])anchayets, 
iicli ]>eoj>le exercise great influence; assuming that the jxxn jxMiple 
are more heavily taxed than the rich ones, there is that salutai\ pro- 
Nision in section 20 of the Act wdiich acts as a chei^k. Section 20 lays 
dow'u that no a]>ix‘al as of right shall lie from any ordei jiassed by a 
jianchayet as regards the i*evision of any assessment; but the Distiicl 
Magistrate may call for the general list of assessmeni in any 
village and shall so call for such lists on the apjdication of ten late- 
payers in such village and may pass such orders on any lists so called 
for as he thinks proper. So if the ixinchayets take it into their head 
to distribute the larger share of the tax among the [Kior ratei>ayers than 
the rich, pressure might lie brought to liear uixin tin* District Magis- 
trate on the application of ten villagers to have the list revised by him. 
In this way, the ixxir rateixiyers can have their remedy and their burden 
lightened in respect of the payment of the chaukidari tax. 1 strongly 
oppose this amendment. 

Mr. 8YED H A8IM ALI : I also oppose this amendment. My reasons 
are these. Section 15 appears to me to be an enabling section. It 
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does not lay down that the panchayets are, in all cases, to fix the maxi- 
mum at Re. 1. There is a jwwer vested in them of raising the maxi- 
mum to 1(h. 12, and the object of the present Bill is to increase the 
maximum to Us. 18. Therefore, it is purely an enabling section— an 
enabling amendment. Now, it has been argued by the supporters of 
the amendment that if this amount is increased, it will tell upon the 
|K>orer people, but looking into the section more closely, I think that 
if this amendment be allowed, the result will be just the reverse. 
Shah Syed Emdadul Ilaq has said that in the village panchayets it is 
the rich f»eoj)le who often succeed in having the lowest amount of taxes 
assessed ujwn them on account of their influence. If that t)e so, I 
think the Shah Sahib was not justified in moving the amendment of 
clause 12 by which he jmrported to give entire i)owers to the panchayet 
itself. If the panchayet is so corrupt, then I do not think that he 
was justified in giving these pow'ers to the panchayets at all. We have 
(tarried the amendment and the iKinchayet is now practically the sole 
authority after the section has been amended. Therefore, we have to 
rely on the jwnchayet in tins matter. Babu Indu Bhushaii Dutta has 
said that if there is an increase in the salary of the chaukidars, it may 
be met somehow or other by making an adjustment, but how is that 
to be done? If the salary of the chaukidars is increased, the pancha- 
yet will have to find the money. The maximum has been fixed at 
Rs. 12, which will not affect the rich i)eople who are few in the villages. 
Therefore, the maximum amount \^ich can Ihj raised by taxing the 
rich would remain the same, and the salaries would have to be paid by 
the iK)or i)eoi)Ie. So, if there be no i>ower in tlu' panchayet to tax the 
rich j^eople up to the highest limit, the difference on account of the 
increase of the pay of the chaukidars must be j)aid by the jx)or; so that 
in order to meet this awkward situation more money is required, but 
the panchayet has not the power to realise the difference or at least a 
portion of the difference by imiK)8ing addifional tax on the richer classes 
because the maximum has been fixed at Rs. 12. Therefore, if we 
practically carry this amendment, w^hich refuses to increase the rate of 
taxation from Rs. 12 to Rs. 18, the result will be that the rich people 
wull not at all suffer, but that the difference would have to be met by 
the poor people. On the other hand, if this increase is allowed, it 
would mean that a substantial portion of it might come from the pockets 
of the rich people, so that the i)oor w^ould not have to suffer much. 
I am therefore of opinion that if the amendment be carried, it would 
rather tell upon the jxwr |)eople. 

Miulvi HAMID-UO-DIN KHAN: I rise to give my whole-hearted 
support to the amendment moved by Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh Roy. My 
reason for this is that people who have any knowledge of the mufassal 
know that rich ])eople are not often taxed according to their means. 
The panchayets often impose the lesser share upon the rich people and 



1922.1 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


lo; 


make up the difference hy larger im]K)siti()n8 on the poor. Of all the 
taxes that have hitherto been iinjx)sed, to my 'mind, the chaukidari tax 
is the most unpopular. Just now we have passed a resolution to the 
effect that the salaries of the chaukidars shall be determined only by 
the panchnyets; and if this clause is passed into law, the resolution 
already passed bec'omes null and void. The panchayets aie in a pisi- 
tion to imjxise the maximum amount of all taxes ui>on the rich jMHipIe, 
wliich is not often done in tlie mufassal. and thereby imrease the 
salaries of the chaukidars, if it is at all necessary. To m\ mind \shen 
the union boards are estaldished throufrhout the Piovince, v\lioh‘-time 
chaukidars mi^^ht be employed, and it is then and then only that tlu'ir 
salai’ies should lie increased. Otherwise, in view of the conditions pre- 
vailing^ at present in the mufassal, there is no reason why the chauki- 
dars’ salaries should be increased. 

With these words, I supix)rt the motion. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am u^^ainst direct taxation and 
also against the imjKisition of additional luxation. 1 am of opinion 
that as the Government is res[K)nsible for the juotection of the life and 
proiKU'ty of the people, it is the Government who ought to jHiy thel 
additional taxes. But in this particulai case, I am sorry 1 do not agitK) 
with the mover of the amendment. WV have just resolved to 
increase the maximum pay of the chaukidars Il’ich was Rs. G. Owing 
to the high price of IwKl-grains and other necessaries of life, it has 
Wcome absolutely necessary that the pay of the chaukidars should be 
materially increased. IJiat lieing the case, the only course left to us 
is to increase the maximum rate which can be levied ujKin the villagers. 
It apiiears from the Rill that Rs. 2 was intended to lie the maximum 
rate, but the Select Committee have reduced it to Re. 1-8-0 j)er month, 
and 1 am of opinion that it api)ear8 to be very reasonable. I therefore 
oppose the amendment. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I oppose the 
amendment. I have listened to the speeches of the several speakers, but 
I cannot persuade myself to believe how consistent our conduct will be 
to omit the section after we have carried the former amendment. The 
object of the Rill is, as far as I understand, to increase the pay of the 
chaukidar. On economic grounds they are entitled to ask the House to 
have their salaries increa.sed. If so, is it reasonable •^r the imunbers 
of the Council to argue that their pay should not be more than what was 
fixed previously? If you want the services of the chaukidars as the 
defenders of your life and property in the villages, you ought certainly 
to come forward and see that their pay is increased. You ought not to 
put them in the same condition as they were in before. When the Rill 
was introduced by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson some time ago in this 
Council, I brought to his notice what was the opinion of some of the 
Lieutenant-Governors with regard to the chaukidars. They were viewed 
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iiH mere beawtH of burden. Now their status should be put on a proper 
level and on a proper basis ; therefore, my humble view is that this 
amendment — if il can be called an amendment for the omission of this 
section— is not consistent with the provisions of the Bill. 1 think the 
provisions of the Chaukidari Act and the Village liocal Self-Government 
Act ought to be in harmony. When the latter Act was passed, the same 
question w'jis put before the old Council, but to my regiet it was then 
thought neces.s^iry that the District Magistrate should have the su})reme 
voice in the matter. But wdiether it may have been the condition 50 years 
ago or even before that when the regulations weie in force, the position 
of the cJiaiikidars was not thought to be on a high level and attempts wei'e 
made— if the hon’bbi members will refer to the history of the subject 
tliey will be satisfied that there was such a desire on the jiart of the 
authoritjcs — to increase the pay of the chaukidars. 

As regards the pay, the previous proposal in the Bill was Rs. 2 per 
mojith. The Select (^mimittee has fixed it now at Re. 1-8-0. I^et us 
be satisfied with the views of the Select Committee and since you have 
given tlie j)anchayets a free voice in the mattei’ of determining the 
salaries of the chaukidars, is it reasonaWe, is it just and pro])ei foi this 
House t() say that the whole thing should be omitted and the ('hauki- 
dari Bill be put to a crash? I am very sorry theiefore to say that I can- 
not HU|r|K)rt such a proposal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; The s]>ee(hes \\hich have 
already been made on this amendment leave me very little to say. The 
mover’s si)eech was full of .sjiecial pleading. “ (’haukidars are useh‘ss 
l)ut we cannot reduce tlieir numlier; chaukidars do no work liut if we 
r(‘duce the number of chaukidars in an area they will be overworked. 
The jiay of the chaukidars is .sufficient and a rearrangement of the 
uss(*ssment will give us enough to raise their jniy. The Chaukidari Act 
is un|K)j)ular because it is not in the Village Self-Government Act ” and 
so forth, but the gist of the whole speech comes to this: “ Do not ruin 
the jMior wealthy man who now {xiys R.s. 12 a year by making him pay 
Rs. 18.” 1 w'ould not lay stress on the argument that because the Coun- 
cil has raised the pow'er of the pancbayets to increase the p^^y of the 
chaukidars, it is at least fair to give the ixiiichayets the means of raising 
the chaukidars’ pay, lx‘cause I regard the raising of this maximum as a 
desirable {hing^ii it.self quite aixirt from the question of increasing the 
chaukidars’ pay. The crux of the whole thing is the equity of the 
assessment. There is a very general complaint that a-ssessments are 
not always ecjuitable. The remedy is te my mind an increase in the 
numlier of Circle Officers to look after these assessments, but,- as I have 
explained, we have not enough Circle Officers to go round the whole 
province. To my mind, the great advantage of raising the maximum of 
taxation is that in itself it helps to correct the inequity. A is the richest 
r>&n in the village and pays Rs. 12. Z? is a good deal less lich than 
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.1. Obviously he cannot piy Rs. 12, he must ]wy R.s. 6. C is less rich 
than D. Therefore, he must {xiy Rs. 4 anti so on until you come down 
to the pople who pay from annas G to annas 12 and the iK'ople who ought 
to pay on a pro})er standard Rs. C or 7 in a year are assessed now on a 
romiKirisou of their wealth with A's at annas 12. The result of that is 
to include in the lowest class a very large number who ought to be 
exempted altogether and wli(» could be exempted if only for the pur|x)se 
of taxation we had not started with a com])arison of the other assessee’s 
wealth with .4’s. If you raise the ass(‘ssable maximum from Rs. 12 
to Rs. l(S, A ])ays Rs. 18, li pay'^ \{>. 12 or 1‘i and you scale U]) the 
whole way down with the result tliat the really |K)or are exem]>ted as 
they ouglit to be. 1 regard the raising of the maximum of taxation not 
merely as a means for providing tlie extra cost of raising the salaries of 
cliaukidar.s but as a most valuable aid towards the eiiuity of the ass(‘ss- 
nient. And for that reason 1 trust the House will r(‘j(*ct this amendment. 

As regards tlie amendment of Shah Syed Kmdadul Ilai], I am unable 
to see that it has any piinciple at all at the back of it. It is to move 
lhat in claus(‘ d, ior the words “ one ru|H'e eight annas " the words 
“ on(‘ ru])ee four annas ” be substituted, if motion No. IS 1 h' not carrnsl : 
that is to say, “ for H(*aven’s sak(‘ let us save soirndhing from the rum.” 
1 do not think that 1 need take up the time oi the Council in discussing 
that amendment. 

A division was then taken with the following result:— 


AYES. 


Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

All, Mr. Syed Erfan. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Bhattacharji, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Rai Harendranath. 

Das Cupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Dutta, Babu (ndu Bhuthan. 

Haq, Mauivi A. K. Fazhui. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadui. 

Karim, Mauivi Faziui. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid-ud-din. 

Makramall, Munihi. 


Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Nakey, Mirza Muhammad All. 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojendra Klehor. 
Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh. 

Roy, Rat Bahadur Lalit Mrhan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh, 
j Sarkar, Babu Jogeih Chandra. 


NOES. 


Jbddy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Wasimuddin. 
Aii, Mr. Syed Naeim. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Carey, Mr. W. L 

Chaudhurl, Mauivi Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Hon'bie the Nawab Salyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Oat, Babu Bhlehmadif. 

De, Babu Fanindraial. 

Donald, Mr. 4 . 

Ouval, Mr. H. P. 


Emerson, Mr. T. 

! French, Mr. F. C. 

! Chose, Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 
I Coode, Mr. |. W. 

I Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

> dames, Mr. R. H. L Langford. 

; Kerr, the Hon'bie Sir John. 

' Lang, Mr. 4 , 

, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'bie the. 

McAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

MItra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra 
Miner, the Hon'bie Mr. P. C. 

MukherjM, Babu Nitya Dhone. 

Rahim, the Non'ble Sir AbtHir 
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Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Krlthna Cftamfra. 
Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Ipry, Mr. H. E. 

Itophtnson, Mr. H. L. 


Swan, Mr. J. A. L 
Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes beinp^ 24 and tlie Noes 3G, the motion was lost. 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that in clause 3 for the word 
one ruj)ee eight annas the words “ one rujiee four annas ” be sub 
stituted. 

The motion was put and lost. 


The Hon’ble Mfi Hi Lt STEPHENSON: In view of the amendmeii 
that has Wn carried, I do not propose to move any further motions ii 
regard to the Hill to-day. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 24tl 
August, 1922, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Ill 


Prooeodings of the Bengal Legislative Counoil asaembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Oouiicil, met in the rouncil {'hamber in the Town Hail. 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 24th August, 1922 at d i’.m. 


Present: 

The D(“i)uty-l’re.sidenl in the Cliair, tin" TIon’ble tlie four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Ilon’lile the three Minislcis, and 9b 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Overbridge at Poradah. 

*XXIV. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (n) Is the TTon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of I'ublic Works aware of the faulty 
construction of the staircase leading to tlie overbridge at Poradah 
junction ? 

(Ii) Are tlie Government considering the desirability of asking the 
railway authorities to connect the slaiicase with the jilatform as in 
the case of the other three idatforuis i* 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) No. 

(I>) The attention of the authorities of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
will be drawn to the subject-matter of the question. 


Inspection of the office of Deputy Director of Agriculture, 

Western Circle. 

*XXV. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Deimrtment of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries be ideased to state whether, and, if so, how n^any times the 
Director of Agriculture inspected the office of the Deputy Director of 
Agriculture, Western Circle, during the last two years? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the HoWMe the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): The Director of Agriculture has not inspected the 
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offic(‘ nf llif' I)oj)iiiv Dirertor of Agriculture of any Circle during the 
last two years. Such iiisj)ection8 have not hitherto been considered 
necessary. 


Superintendent of Sericulture. 

•XXVI. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; (a) Will the 
Ifon’hle ilie Miiiisier in charge of the ])cj)artment of Agriculture and 
1 n(liistri(‘s la* ])leased io state whether it is a fact that a Sub-Deputy 
(-ollccto! has been aj)|)()inted as the Sericulture SiijHu intendent of llengal ? 

(h) What were his s]K‘cial claims to such an a]>iH)iiitment ? 

(r) Has he got any scientific training? 

{(1) Is it a fact that there are several scicuitific men trained in Japan 
and h ranee with 10 or lb years^ exi)erience in the dej>arlment? 

{(') Why was a Sub-Deputy Collector prefeired to such candidates? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(M and (c) The memlKU* is referred to the reply to the unstarred 
question No. 48 (o), (h) and (c) asked by Ibibu liidu Dhushan Dutta 
at the meeting of the Legislative (’ouncil held on tin* 8rd July, 1022. 

{(I) Lxcej)t the Deputy Director of Sericulture there is no otii(‘er in 
the Agricultuial De]>artment who has received a sericultural training 
in Jajian oi Liance. 

(c) The (juestion does not arivse. 


Authority controlling payment of fees to pleaders in mufassal. 

•XXVII. Ra« NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: 

(n) \\ ill the llon’ble the MemW in charge of the Judicial Department 
bt^ jdeased to state whether he exercises any control over the monies 
s|)ent as lawyers’ fees in the mufassal? 

(h) If the answer to is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the name of the controlling authority? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur« Rahim): (a) and (/>) Under the Civil Suits Rules and the 
Rules for the Prosecution of (Timinal (^isevs, the Suiierintendents and 
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal, is the officer who exercises 
control on behalf of the Ooveriiment in the matter of jiayment of fees 
to pleaders in the mufassal. The Member in charge of the Judicial 
Department is entiled to give suitable directions in ^ny particular 
matter he thinks necessary. 
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^XXVIII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hoii’ble the ilinister in (‘barge oi the l)ei)artinent of Agriinilture 
and Industries be jdeased to state whether he is aware (luit the wages 
ot local agricultural labourers have risen very high which has alfected 
their employees esj)ec]ally the poor cultivators? 

(h) If so, are the Government ccmsidering the desirability of ircruii- 
ing labour from the Santhal Ihirganas or other places and thus giving 
some facilities to the recruiters as is done in the case of re(‘ruiting for 
tea-gardens ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; (a) GoNernment are aware that the wages of agricull ural 
laboureis have risen during the last few years. 

(6) No. 


Price-lists of commercial products. 

*XXIX. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the 
llon’ble the Ministiu' in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be ])leasi‘d to state whai steps have b(‘en taken to (Uisure 
correctness in the jnejiaratioii of pric(‘-lists of commeicial products ]>ul>- 
lished Ibi’tnightly in the Calcutta (ia:cttc since the aiiswcu' to my starred 
(luestioii No. IV, on the 4th July, 11)21, in which it was said that tln^ 
(|uestion of improvement was under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: (iovernment have since issued a revised set of rul(‘H for 
the preparation of the fortnightly wholesale and retail |>rices current 
return. A copy of the revised rules is laid on the Idbiary table. 


Facilities to Moslem students for study in Calcutta Technical School. 

•XXX. Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: Will the lIonMde the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state whether any definite .steps have b(‘en taken, or are in 
contemjdation, to safeguard the interests of Moslem students in the 
matter of admission and hostel accommodation and also to assist thereby 
the awarding of free tuition and s(‘h()larshi|w in the newly established 
Technical Institute in Calcutta? 

Ths Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: It is presumed that the question refers to the Calcutta 
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Technical School. As the construction of the school has not been begun 
and it is uncertain when money will be available, the matters referred 
to in the question have not yet been considered. 


Leaky roofs of Eastern Bengal Railway oarriages and of 
inland steamers. 

*XXXI. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Is the Uon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that roofs 
of many of the intermediate and third class carriages of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway, as well as those of the inland passenger steamers leak 
HO much in this rainy season that the passengers have to open their 
umbrellas for protection from rain? 

(h) If so, are the (lovernment considering the desirability of drawing 
the attention of the Railway authorities and of the Joint Steamer 
Companies to this state of afl'airs? 

TheHon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (Government have no information on the subject. 

(h) The attention of the Railway authorities and of the Joint Steamer , 
Companies will be drawn to the subject-matter of the question. 


Bengal and Calcutta Police. 

•XXXII. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: {a) Will the Hon hle the 

Member in charge of the I’olice l)iq>artment be pleased to state whether 
it is open to any officers of the Ifengal Police to be transferred to the 
Calcutta Police and vice rersd? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the names of the officers with their ranks who have 
been so transferred during the last five years? 

(r) What is the percentage of the Anglo-Indian Assistant Commis- 
sioners in the Calcutta Police and what is their salary and status as 
compared with those of the Indian Assistant Commissioners? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Btepheneon): (a) It is understood that the question 
refers to officers of the Provincial and Subordinate Police services. 
Such transfers are exceptional, but there is no bar to them if the cir- 
cumstances of the case and the public interest make them desirable. 

(h) No transfers have been made within the last five years. 

(c) Fifty-five per cent, of assistant commissioners are at present 
Anglo-Indians. They have the same scale of salary and status as Indian 
assistant commissioners. 
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^XXXIII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in char^^e of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of taking steps to help the village people to organise 
themselves into “ Consumers’ Associations ” with a view to enabling 
them to procure daily articles of necessity at a cheap rate? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Three Consumers’ Associations have l)een started as an 
experimental measure for the benefit of village people. If the experiment 
succeeds, ste})s will be taken by the Co-o]>erative Department to spiead 
this form of co-operation. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Inspectors of Factories. 

114. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) With reference 
to the reply given by the lion ’hie the Member in charge of the Depart- 
ment of ('Omnierce to the motion for the refusal of the demand for an 
assistant Indian Insjx'ctoi of Factories made in connection with the 
Supplementary Dudget in July, 1922, will the Hoirble the Memlw^r in 
charge of the Dej)artmenl of (’ornmerce be pleased to stale how many 
additional Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors of Factories have In^en 
ap|K)inted by the Government of Dombay simv the passing of the Indian 
Factories (Amendment) Act of 1922? 

(h) Will the llon’ble the Member be pleased to slate under what 
head ill the Bombay budget for 1922-23, provision for such additional 
Inspectors has been made? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Sir John Korr): (a) and (h) It ap|M»ars from Jiage 252 of the 
Bombay Civil Budget estimates for 1922-23 that luovision has Wn 
made under Detailed Account No. 37A.— Miscellaneous Deimrtments— 
Amalgamated Factory, Boiler and Smoke Nuisances Department—for 
one Chief inspector and nine inspectors. The Bengal Government have 
no information as to the number of inspectors who have been appointed 
in Bombay since the passing of the Indian Factories (Amendment) Act 
of 1922, ^ 
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Jute forecast. 

115. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur (a) WiU the Hon ble the 

Miriinter in diaiKe of the Department of A^^rieulture and Industries be 
jdensed to state whether any attempt is made to bring the infoimation 
of the jute foiecast inquiry to the knowledge of the prcnlueers of jute? 

(h) If 80 , will the^ llon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
methods adopted to bring the information to the knowledge of the culti- 
vators simultaneously with the reading of the forecasts from the stejis of 
the Town Hall to the jute dealers? 

(c) If not, are the (lovernment considering the desirability of 
adopting means to disseminate this information, simultaneously with 
the announcement from the steps ot the Town Hall, Calcutta, for the 
beiK'fit of th(‘ cultivators from (‘veiv police-station, (*very village union, 
and Tanchayeti head(juarters us well as from all tin* inqKirtant market 
places ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; (a) and (/>) No special attempt IS made to bring 
the results of the jute forecast iiKjuirv to the knowledge of the (‘ultiva- 
tors. Figures for the districts are, howevei , juildished in the respective 
district headquarters. They are also jmblished in the newspaixus. 

(c) (lovernmeiit are not aware of any demand on the part of the 
cultivators for the information. 


Travelling and halting charges of certain offlcers of Pabna. 

116. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in (’barge of the AjqKiintment Dejiartment be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement of—(u) trav(dling, (h) halting, (r) horse, (d) house, 
(c) ex(‘hange (‘omixmsation, and (/) overseas allowances drawn by the 
f(dlowing officers of the Pabna district and their names when not 
mentioned since their posting to the district, month by month till 
31st July, 1921?, and the works iierfornied by them for these travelling 
and halting allowaiuvs: — 

(1) Uni U. M. Das Bahadur, District Megistrate, 

(2) the Hon’ble S. K. Sinha, i.c.s., iSubdivisional Officer, Sirajganj, 

(3) Mr. T. K. Ghose Chaudhuri, Suiierintendent of Police, 

(4) the Deputy Sui)erintendents of Police of Pabna and Sirajganj and 

the Circle Ins|K*ctor of the Police in the district, 

(6) Babu Chunilal Mukharji, Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Pabna, 

(6) the Deputy Magistrate posted at Pabna Sadar, 

(7) the Deputy Magistrate posted at Sirajganj, 

(8) the District and Additional Sessions Judges, Pabna and Bogra, 
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<9) 


( 10 ) 

(H) 

( 12 ) 

(13) 

(14) 

(16) 

T16) 


the Settlement Officer, the Assistant Settlement Officer and the 
Charge Officers and the Revenue Officers of the Pabiia-Bogra 
Settlement, 

the Superintendent, the Inspector and the Sub-Inspectors of 
Excise, 

the Deputy and the Sub-Inspectors of Schools, 
the Civil Surgeon, 

the Sub-Deputy Magistrates and Collectors, 
the District Sub-Registrar, 

the Kanungoes in the Settlement and general departments, 
respectively, and 

the Jailor and the Assistant Jailor? 


MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, H. L. Stephenson): The infonnation is not readily avail- 
able and Government are not prepared to undertake its collection as it 
would involve an amount of trouble and laliour wholly incomnuMisurate 
with any object to be achieved. 


Waiting rooms at stations on the Assam-Bengal Railway. 

117, SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state— 

(?) whether it is a fact that there are waiting rooms specially 
reserved for Europeans at the Akhaura, Laksam and (ffiand- 
pur stations of the Assam-Bengal Railway; and 

(tV) whetlnu* it is also a fact that there is no covered waiting rooms 
at these stations for Indian ladies? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khap Bahadur: (i) No. Indians who conform to fluropean habits are 
entitled to use the 1st and 2nd class waiting rooms labelled “ Eurf>p(*an 
style ” at Chandpur and Laksam Railway stations. There is also a 
sepaiote 1st and 2nd class waiting room at Laksam labelled “ Indian 
sVle.” At Akhaura there is a general waiting room which is in a 
temporary building. 

(n) At Chandpur, there is covered accommodation for Ist and 2nd 
class Indian ladies; at Laksam, there is a Ist and 2nd class waiting room 
for ladies marked '' European style,'* and at Akhaura, there is a wait- 
ing room provided for ladies in a temporary^ building. 

The permanent station buildings at Akhaura have not been recon- 
structed since they were destroyed by earthquake in 1918. 



118 QUESTIONS. [24th Attg. 

Meohuabazar incidents Inquiry Committee. 

118. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Politi(‘al ])e]>artment be pleased to state — 

(/) wliether any steps have ))eeii lak(*n to form a committee of 
inquiry into the incidents at Mechuabazar for which a reso- 
lulion was passed on the 21st February last; and 
(ii) if <he answer to (i) is in the affirmative, what was the result 
of the* inquiry? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Mr. H. L. Stephenaon): The member is referred to the note to sec- 
tion 78 (Rule 24) of the Bengal Ijegislutive Rules and Standing Orders 
and to tlie list kept in the lobby in accordanci* therewith for the infoAia- 
tion of members. 


Presidency Jail outbreak. 

119. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hoii’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state whetlier it is a fact that a Muhammadan prisoner was interfered 
with by a jail warder at the Aliiwre Jail during his naiiuiz? 

{h) If the answer to clause (d) is in the affirmative, what stops have 
been taken against the said warder? 

MEMBER inoharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): {a) and (h) Tlie members is 
referred to paragraphs 2 and I) of (Government Resolution on the report 
on the iinjuirv n'garding the mutiny at th^' Presidency Jail published in 
the Suiqdement to the Calcvtta Gazeiie of the IGth August, 1922. 
/iHie inierference did not, it has been found, take place during the 
Iti'isoner’s namnz. Wliat steps should be taken against the head warder 
are under consideration. 


Pabna weaving industry. 

120. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (u) Is the Hon’ble" the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that thei’c is an extensive weaving industry in many of the villages 
of Sadar subdivision in the district of Pabna? 

(h) Will the Hon’lde the Minister be pleased to state ^\hat,^ep«, 
if any, have been taken by Government to encourage the industrylP 
(r) If no 8tei>s have l)een taken, are the Ooveniment conBideruig 
the desirability of taking my steps? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble^ the 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 
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The Hoffble the Nawib 8A»YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

{b) In order to encourage the weaving indiistrj^ a Government 
Weaving School was established at Pabna in 1915, and subsequently, 
in 1918, a peripatetic weaving school was also established to conduct 
demonstrations in the district. The passed students from these schools 
are granted loans for the purchase of improved weaving machinery. . 

Some co-operative weaving societies have been formed and the que«- 
tion of the establishment of an Industrial C(>-oi)erative Union at Ihibna 
for the supply of yarn at wholesale rates and the disinisal of the finished 
products is now under consideration. 

(c) and (d) These questions do not arise. 


Transfer of Circle Officers. 

121. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desirability 
of adopting the same principle in the matter of transferring a CircJe 
Officer from one station to another every three years as is done in the 
case of Collectors and Subdivisional Officersip 

The'Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: There is no such principle 
in the case of Collectors and Subdivisional Officers; nor is Government 
prepared to lay down a fixed and definite rule in the case of Circle Officers. 


Railway Advisory Councils. 

122. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI; (a) Haa 

the attention .of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department " 
of Public Works been drawn to paragraphs 140, 141, 142 and 143 of the 
Report of the Indian Railways Committee of 1920-21 presided over by 
Sir William Ackworth in which the constitution of the Central and 
Local Railway Advisory Councils has been recommended? 

(fr) Have the local Government been consulted by the Government of 
India^in the Railway Board about the recommendations made in the said 
proposals, particularly in regard to the representation of the provincial 
legislative Council on such advisory bodies and liaison between the 
Government and the Railway authorities P 
iJ so, what opinion has been given on these questions P 

A 

the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the establishment of the 
Boards of Communications in the Punjab and the United Provinces P 
(e) If 80 , what is the constitution and what are the functions of the 
toid wdies. 


9a 
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(/) Ha« the efitablishinent of such a Board been under ihe contem- 
plation of this Government ? ^ 

The Hofi’Ue the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIp 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(h) The Ooveriinient of Beiipfal were not consulted with regard to the 
establiHliineiit and constitution of the Central Advisory Council, but were 
consulted with I'egard to the establishment and consititution of Local 
Advisory Council. The pi^iviiicial proposals included representatives 
of the Bengal Legislative Council and of the local Government. 

(c) The Government of Bengal agreed with the provisional proposals. 

(d) Yes, in the TInited Provinces but not in the Punjab. 

(c) A copy of the United Provinces Government Industries Depart- 
ment llesolution No. 10()2-XVIII-(S9 of 22nd May, 1919, and of United 
PiYivinces Government letter No. 1785/XVIlI of 26th August, 1920, 
are laid on the table. 

(/) Yes; a proposal was cursorily examined in 1919 when it was 
decided not to ])roceed with it. 


Statement of rainfall. 

123. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: Will the Uon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agricultur(‘ and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the tnble a comparative statement giving the aver- 
age rainfall for tlie last ten years in every distri(*t of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Tlu‘ member is referred to the statements of monthly 
and annual rainfall in each district of Bengal which are published every 
;\ear in the supplement to one of the March issues of the Calcutta 
Gazette. 


<< Raiyatwari ” settlements in Sunderbans. 


124. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Don ble 

the Member in charge of the ])ej)artment of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state what rate of rent has come to be fixed generally — 


(/) in the area covered by raii/afwari settlement in the Bakargaui 
Sunderbans; and 

(ii) in the Sunderban lands settled by way of raiyatwari settf^unJi 
in the district of the 24-ParganasP 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUf [EIKHO 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Mahara)adhira]a Bahadur of Burdarin): 

(i) The niembei is referred to rule 31 of the rules |>ubli8W 



1922.] questions;* 121 

with notification No. 861 T.R., dated the 29th May, 1916, on pajyes 
974 — 979, Part I of the Calcutta Gazette of the 81st idem (copy placed on 
the Library table). 

(ii) The rules for the raiyatwari settlemeni of the Siinderbans tracts 
in the district of the 24-Pur|]funas, publishei] witli notitication 
No, 1601 L.R., dated the 15th February, 1919, on pa^^es 806 — 811, 
Part I of the Calcvtta Gazette of the 19lh idem, do not sjx'city any 
rates of assessment, which will have to be decided after consideration 
of the economic circumstances. As, however, the usual rent-fi’ee |>eriod 
of three years has only just passed, there has not Wn any settlement 
yet on payment of rent. 

Sittings of Standing Committee on Local Self-Government. 

125. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will tin lion ble the 
Minister in char^n* of the l)e]>aitment of liO(‘al Seli-(iovernment be 
jdeased to state the number of sittinj^^s of th(‘ Standinj:> ('omniittee on 
Local Self-lioveriiment during th(‘ last oitieial year and liow many of 
their recommendations have Ix^en accepted b\ tla‘ (iovernment? 

MINISTER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): The 

Standing Committee attaclied to the Local Self-dovernmeni IX^ixirt- 
ment met on eight occasions during 1921-22. A joint meeting of the 
Local Self-dovernment and Medical and Ibiblic Health Standing Com- 
mittees was also held during the year. Fnder the rules their functions- 
are advisory and their proceedings confidential. 


Sittings of Standing Committee on Medical and Public Health. 

126. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; Will the lion hie the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-(iovernment be 
pleased to state the number of sittings of the Standing Committeei on 
Medical and Public Health during the last official year and how many 
of their recommendations have lieen accepted by the (loveniment? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Standing 
Committee attached to the Medical and Public Health Deiiartments met 
on nine occasions during 1921-22. Under the rules its functions are 
l^isor^ and its proceedings confidential. 

Ministarial Offloers of the Settlement Department. 

IJX iHauIvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: («) With reference to the 
reply given to clause (6) of unetarred question No. 117 put by m© on the 
29tf August, 1921, will the Hon^ble the Member in charge of the 
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129. Rai PYARI LAL DOSS Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the De{xvrtraent of Education be jdenscd to state 
whether any ordeis were received from the Secretary of State sanc- 
tioning the abolition of the majority of ai)iH)intment.s in the tdd Subor- 
dinate Educational Service ? 

(h) If so, will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
number and date of the orders? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (n) The (luostioii is iH)1 iimliMstiMul. 
Under the present constitution no orders of Ihi' Secretary of 
State are necessary for the aludition of any nuniher of posts in tlie 
Subordinate Educational Servic’e. The present (*use, however, is sub- 
stantially one of reor^»‘anisation, not of abolition. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

Financial control over Calcutta and Dacca Universities. 

130, Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Uon ble the 

Minister in charge of tlie Department of hMucation be pleased to state 
what financial control, if any, can this (’ouncil or the Oovernment legally 
exercise over the Calcutta and Dacca Universities, res])tHdively F 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. G. MITTER: The statutory ixiwers of Govern*- 
ment are embodied in Section XV of A(*t II of 1857 and in Section 37 (1) 
of the Dacca University Act (Act XVill of 1920). Apart from statu- 
tory powers, whenever Government makes any grant to eitlnu* of these 
universities and the latter accept the same, it can legally imiKise any 
reasonable conditions for financial control. 

As regards the Council, it has the right to vote or reject a grant to 
the university annually. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Ilon’ble the Minister 
be pleased to explain what he means by ** n^asonable conditions for 
financial control ” in his reply to question No. 130? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER:! think the wordn tire (piiU' (dear. 
"When any specific question arises then be may ask this (lucstimi. 


Colleotor of TippM’a. 

131. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
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whether the present Collector of Tippera attends office reguldWy every 
day? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state when he usually comes and how long he 
remains in office? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
comjmrative statement showing — 

(t) the usual hour of attendance of all officers in charge of districts 
other than Tippera ; and 

(ii) the period of their stay in office? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L, STEPHENSON: The prescribed working 
hours are 11 a.m. to 5 I’.M., but j>art of a District Officer’s work is done 
elsewhere than in his Court office. (loveniment have no reason to 
suppose that the present Collector of Tip|)era is not attentive to his 
duties and do not projwse to make inquiries on the lines of this question. 


Bengal Tenancy Act, Amendment Committee. 

132. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state how many sittings of the Committee for the amendment 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act have taken place since the date of its 
appointment ? 

(h) Is there any member on it who represents the Chittagong 
Division ? 

(c) If the answer to clause (h) is in the affirmative, will he be pleased 
to state the name of the member and the principle on which the selec- 
tion was based ? 

(d) Have the results of the discussions of that committee been 
printed ? 

(c) If so, will he be pleased to lay a printed copy of them on the 
Library table ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN:(a) Forty-three. 

(b) and (c) There is no non-official representative of the Chittar 
jong Division on the Committee, but Mr. W. H. Thompson was Settle- 
ment Officer of Tippera and Noakhali from 1914 to 1919 and hence has 
knowledge of that Division. 

(d) and (c) The report of the Committee has not yet been received. 
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^ Alleged delay in the disposal of settlement suits in 
Tippers district. 

133. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon hie theMemlnr 

in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be jJettsed to 
state — 

(t) the number of suits arising out of different sections of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, which were iKUiding in the TipjK'ra 
Settlement office after the last INija vacation; 

(n) the number of suits instituted after that time, naming their 
sections ; 

(lii) the number of suits which had been remanded to Tipi>era Settle- 
ment Court from the ap{)eal court, naming their sections; 

(it) the number of suits which have been finally decided and those 
which are jK^iidiiig yet among the suits referred to in (i), {n) 
and (ill) and when the remaining suits may be hojied to lie 
disiKised of; 

(r) whether it is a fact that no date had been fixed for a long time 
even after the remand of some suits from the apix^al court; 

(vi) the number of suits of section 108 which have been remanded 
from the apjieal court and the number of suits among them 
which have not been finally decid(*d and are jiending yet; and 

{vii) whether it is not a fact that suits under seidion 108 are decided 
according to the records. If so, what is the reason of delay- 
ing to decide the suits of this nature? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (i) to (rn) Tile information wanted will hav(^ to lie 
collect(‘d from the records of cases, (ioveiiiment do not consider that 
the result would be commensurate with the time and labour involved 
in collecting the information. 


Facilities to Moslem prisoners for prayers. 

134. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Depaitment of Revenue (Jails) 1 k‘ pleased to 
state whether any facilities are given to the Muhammadan prisoners of 
the Bengal Presidency for the offering of the live daily naimzes and the 
Jumvia and Id Nairmzes? 

{b) If the answer is in the affirmative, will he be pleaded to state 
m detail wtat these facilities are? 

The Hon’Ue Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The matter is under 
consideration by a Committee: meanwhile facilities are being given. 
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(h) Prisoners are supplied with water in sufficient quantity for 
ablution at each prayer time and jjermitted to use their blankets or bed 
sheets as prayer mats. They are allowed to say Friday prayers 
collectively and a reasonable time is allowed for the purpose. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY! Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
be j)lcased to explain what he means by “ reasonable time ” for the 
offering of Friday prayers collectively? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; Keasonable time means 
reasonable time. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: Does it mean five minutes? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 think the member is ask> 
ing for an exi)ression of opinion. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’ble the Meml)er in charge 
aware of th(‘ fact that the use of blankets and be<l-8lieets as prayer mats 
is abominable if not absolutely forbidden under the Muhammadan law? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I^o, I am not aware of it. 


umber of suits in each district. 

135. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in cFarge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the number of suits in each district in the months of 
April and May of the yeai- and those of the cnirrent }ear? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unUarred qnestion No. '35, showing 
the number of civil suits in each district in the month of April and 
Jday of the years 1921 and 1922. 


Diitrlot. 

mi. 

ms. 

^ aprti. 

May. 

aprU. 1 

May, 

Bikarganj 

1 

9,211 

10,413 

1 

9,688 

11,347 

Baokura 

6,981 

648 

4,671 

610 

Birbhum 

8,008 

663 

6,174 

1,104 

Burdwan 

9,219 

2,018 

i 

7,014 

2,175 
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Dittrlcl* 

18it. 

mi. 

April. 

May. 

April. 

May. 

Chittagong 

9,255 

3,024 

7,501 

4,197 

Dacca 

17,294 

1,827 

15,038 

1,648 

Dinajpur 

16,841 

1,831 

9,441 

6,724 

Faridpur 

19,630 

1,747 

14,1135 

5,980 

Ilooghly 

9,130 

2,703 

5,910 

3,813 

Jessore ... ... 

18,493 

2,614 

.14,710 

1,798 

Khulna 

11,648 

1,984 

8,459 

2,339 

Midnapore 

6,334 

1,833 

4,294 

1.791 

Murshidahad ... 

10,622 

933 

8,579 

679 

Mymensingh ... 

30,296 

2,236 

30,873 

3.040 

Nadia 

14,302 

1,641 

10,710 

3,797 

Noakhaii 

12,283 

1,191 1 

7,436 

3,248 

Pabna and Bogra 

10,073 

879 ' 

9,069 

898 

UajHliahi 

8,286 

3,258 

8,803 

1,623 

Rangpur 

20,148 

3, .592 

16,001 

3,515 

Tippera 

17,616 

1,345 

16,474 

1,544 

24'Pargana8 ... 

21,897 

2,353 

16,854 

1,915 


Additional Magistrates and Deputy Magistrates. 

136. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hou ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— 

(i) the name of the districts in which there are Additional Magis- 
trates now; and the total number of the Additional Magis- 
trates during last year ; and 

(n) the number of Deputy Magistrates in Bengal who have been 
given the power to try appeal cases P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The districts in which there 
are Additional Magistrates now are: 24-Pargana8, Midnapore, Dacca, 
Bakarganj, Mymensingh and Chittagong. 
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Tlie ma!!rinium number of Additional Magistrateff at any one time 
during the last year was 7— one for each of the six districts named above 
4n(l one for Tippera. 

(li) There were on 1st July, 1922, 19 Deputy Magistrates who had 
powers under setcion 407 (2), Ciiminal Procedure Code (power to hear 
appeals). 


Dacoities in Brahmanbaria, 

137. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Poli(‘e Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(/) the number of da(H)ities alleged to have been committed in the 
Brahmanbaria subdivision of (he distiict of Tij)peia from 
January to June, 1922; and 

(ii) the number of persons alleged to hav(‘ committed dacoities 
arrested ? 

(/>) Had there been any trial of persons alleged to have committed 
dacoities up to date P 

(r) Is it a fact that there was a regular fight between the Pidit'e and 
inmates of the house when dacoity was committed in th^ house of Pyari 
Mohan Poddar of Majlishpur? 

(d) Is it a fact that a man was arrested with wounds next day after 
the dacoity P 

(e) Has he been put on trial P If not, whyP 

(/) Will the Hon’ble th^ Member be pleased to lay on the table, a 
copy of the first information report in connection with the MajlishjJur 
dacMuty P 

Th6 H0n»ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON! (a) (i) Twenty-three. 

(ii) Eighty-one, 

{h) Yes. Three persons have been placed on trial for dacoity and 
105 persons are being proceeded against for bad livelihood under section 
llO, Code of (Criminal Procedure, of whom 78 have so far been arrested;. 
43 of them have been ordered to give security. 

(c) Y'es. 

{( 1 ) Yes. 

(e) He could not be placed on trial on a charge of dacoity for want j* 
of sufficient evidence against him in the case. He was, however, pro- 
ceeded against immediately for had livelihood and has been ordered to 
give security for three years. 

^ (/) A copy of the English translation of the first information report 

ia laid on the Library table. 
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Miniitirial oflMIrs of oeriain offloes fit tho Eduoation Departmaiit. 

13d. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) WilHh^ 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of Ihe Department of Education he pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that ministerial officers attached to the offices'^ 
and institutions subordinate to the Director of Public Instruction, have 
been excluded from the list of the officers of the Education Dejiartment, 
whose pay has been recently revised? 

( 6 ) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’hle the 
Minister be pleased to state why this particular class of ministerial 
officers has been so excluded? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the pay of these ministerial officeis ranges 
from Its. lo with an ad /n/rr/m allowanc(‘ of Ks. 4 -H-()? 

{(]) Will the Hon’ble the Minister b(‘ pleased to state whether it 
is in the contemplation of (lie (iovernmeiit to revise tlie pay of tliese 
ministerial officers? If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: {a) Yes. 

(h) The Educational Senii'c n^>rganisaUon has Wen t^vken in 
sections, teachers and inspecting officers being dealt with first as being 
the more important and the more numerous class. Their cases were also 
the more urgent as the ministerial officers had been granted ad inivrim 
allowances. 

(r) Yes. 

{d) Yes. Their cases are under consideration and it is expected that 
orders will issue at an early date. 


Recruitment of Deputy Collectors from Subordinate Civil Service. 

139. Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: Will the lioiEhle the 
Member in cliaige of the Appointment Department he pleased to state — 

(?) the number of Deputy Collectors to be recruited by promotion 
from the Suboidinate Civil Service this year; 

(ii) whether these appointments will be made as usual in December; 

(Hi) whether the rules for recruitment of Dejmty (mllectors from 
among Sub-Deputy Collectors have been modified in accoril* 
ance with the introduction of the competitive examination fcm 
recruitment; 

(ir) if 80, in w’hat respects; 

(v) whether the Sub-Deputy Collectors will be permitted to sit for ' 
the competitive examination for the llengal Civil Service; 
and 

(ri) if so, under what conditions? 

The Hon'iHo Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: (i) Four. 

{ii) Yes. 



(m) The introduction of competitive examination for direct recruit-, 
ment does not necessitate any change in the procedure for recruitment 
by promotion. 

V ^{iv) Does not arise. 

(v) and (vi) Such Sub-Deputy Collectors as were recruited under 
the old system and are in all respects eligible for the competitive 
. examination and desire to appear in it, will be permitted to do so. 


Non-official Business. 

Amendment of Standing Order 24(2). 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that in sub-clause (2) of the 
’Standing Order 24, for the word “ fifteen,’’ the word “ ten,” shall be 
substituted. 

He delivered his speech in Bengali in support of his motion. A 
translation of which is as follows: — 

It is my iiiteniion to amend Standing Order 24. I wish to curtail the 
time-limits from 15 to 10 minutes. This is extremely ne<iessary. In 
order to remove any misaj)prehension which the members might cherish, 
I beg to submit that under Standing Order 04, the time-limit allowed to 
us is specially stated there. It is necessary under that Standing Order 
that the time-limit of 15 and 00 minutes, as allowed there, should stand, 
and I do not like to curtail the time-limit therein allowed. As regards 
Standing Order 24, 1 should strongly emphasise the necessity of reducing 
the time-limit especially when any special matter demanding special dis- 
cussion is, brought forw^ard before the House, otherwise many members, 
who want to have their say on a matter of urgent jmblic importance, are*^ 
debarred from this privilege on account of the shortness of time. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): The motion 
before the Council is as follows : — That in sub-clause (2) of the Standing 
Order 24, for the w ord ” fifteen ” the word ” ten ” shall be substituted. 
Has any member any objection to leave being given? (After a pause.) 
As no objection has been taken, the matter stands referred to a Select^ 
Committee in accordance with section 100 (Standing Order Gl). 


Restiutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: We now resume the discussion on 
Xesolution No. 1 which was moved by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin 
^Himed at a previous session of the Council, and the discussion of which 
Ksd not concluded. 



Th® Jtsolution was as follows 


Improvement of water-supply. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED; This Countir 
lecommends to the Government that a committee, consisting of three 
elected representatives of this (\mncil and two expert Kn^Mneers and 
three representatives of the district boards of l^en^fal and the nn^ver, 
formed at once to devise ways and means for the provision of an exteh- 
sive system of water-supply in th(‘ Province, and to suf,^^^est othei 
necessary improvements for the increased supply of j)ure drinking water 
and water for cultivation purposes in the mufassal.” 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved, by way of amendment, that 
for the words “ three representatives of district boards ” the following, 
words be substituted, namely, — > 

One representative of district boards, one representative of local 
boards, and one representative of union boards.” 

The Shah Saheb spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. The 
translation of his spc'ech is as follows : — 

Water is essential for human subsistence, but Bengal is turned into 
a desert owing to its scarcity, l/et alone juire water, people cannot get 
^ even foul water in the two sultry months of April and May. No remedial 
measures are adopted for the removal of this dire necessity. We enter- 
tained hope that steps would be taken to remove this long-felt want by 
the union boards by raising a loan from the distri(*t boards. Nothing 
has been done in this direction. Originally Ihe postal charges W(‘re met 
by the Government : now the union boards have to meet these charges, 
and the union boards raise money on loan from the district boards. The 
mover and three other sjieakers wish to take in representatives from the 
district boards. I for one should think that there sho\ild be one 
representative each from the district, local and union boards, respec- 
tively. Sir, formerly a member of the Legislative Council was elected 
by the members of the district boards. At present the member is elected 
by the direct votes of the local board members also. I admit that the 
district board representative is a mucli more enlightened and educated 
member than the local board member, but the re])resentutive of the 
' village union board is certainly fully cognisant of all village matters. 
Every one is an expert in his own way. 1 hojjc, therefore, that neither 
the mover nor any member of this House would be opposed to the idea 
of a representative from each of the dihtrict, local and union boards- 
respectively. > 

BabU 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI being absent, the following 
analogous resolution standing in his name was deemed to be with- 
drawn : — 

This Council recommends to the Government that steps be fakeff^ 
forthwith to make a survey of the drinking-water sources of the province^ 



and to ’make a ten yearn' prof^ramine within which to remove the drink?/ 
ing water scarcity in the country/' > 

: Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I move that thin 
Council recommends to the Government that active steps be taken tO 
remove the water scarcity in Ilen^'al by providing funds for sinking at 
least 20 tube-wells in each district during the next 12 inontlis. 

'V* 

The resolution needs no si)eech to commend itself to the good sense of 
the House. The recent drought with which we have been visited leaves 
no doubt whatsoever in the mind of any j)erson that there is urgent need 
to organise the drinking water system in Bengal. Pestilence has assailed 
Bengal from one end of the country to the otluT, for districts w^hich 
within our cxiMu ience had not hitherto run dr)’ have run dry : and districts 
have been attacked with cholera for the cultivators have had to content 
themselves w’ith dirty, stinking water. My reason for asking for sinking 
only 20 tube-wells in each distri(;t during the next 12 months is due to the 
fear which all of us fK)ssesH of the grandiose eloquence of the Hon'ble 
Minister. I understand that at the rate of Rs. 800 per tube-well the cost 
will be about Rs. 4 lakhs. Gur Hon’ble Minister has too often satisfied us 
with expressions of sympathy and has wound up the debates by telling 
us that if we supplied him with funds he would grant us all that we 
required for the purpose of sanitation and health. I wish to tell the 
Hon’ble Minister that we consider the sinking of tube-wells of paramount 
importance and that it will not avail him and the Government to^ell 
us at this stage that although he is in sympathy with our desire he can- 
not entertain the proposal because he has no funds at hi*s disposal. I 
accept the amendment of Shah Syed Kmdadul Ha<i that for the words and 
figures 20 tube-wells in each district ” the words and figures “ 500 
tube-wells in Bengal distributing them in the several districts according 
to their area and requirements,” be substituted. I leave it to the dis- 
cretion of the Government to find out at which places these tube-wells 
can be sunk so that they may yield the best results. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved, by way of amendment, thatf 
for the w’ords and figures 20 tube-wells in each district ” the w'ordsAiid 
figures " 500 tube-wells in Bengal distributing them in the several 
districts according to their area and requirements,” be substituted.# 

He spoke in Bengali in supjwrt of his amendment. A translation of 
lis speech is as follows : — 

The mover of the original resolution has justified the necessity for 
ihis amendment, so it is unnecessary for me to say anything on the 
lubject again. 

. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur; I move that this Council 
looommends to the Government to consider the question 4)f sinkinftT^j 
aibe-wells and renovating, restoring and re-excavating tanks for the 
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supply of drinking water and of granting subsidies to local authorities 
for th# purpose, wherever necessary. 

I do not think that any elaborate speech is necessary on the subject. 
The fact that there are no less than 11 resolutions placed on the table 
shows the imixirtance of the subject and I am sure the inijxirtance of 
th© subject is fully realised by the Minister in charge of the Public 
Health Department. This resolution, which I have the honour to move, 
is not in any way intended to move the so-called aiwithetic. or rather 
as some people might say the immovable Health Department of (lov- 
ernment: what I want to emphasise by moving this resolution is this 
that the public have felt during the last six months a very strong 
and crying need for drinking water owing to exceptional drought 
prevailing in several parts of the countr}' and although I believe that 
the Government is quite alive to the fact that there is great scarcity 
of drinking water throughout the province, they have not been able 
to do anything for want of funds. My resolution is intended to 
strengthen the hands of Government so that Government may exjxMlite 
the proi>osals they wish to bring forward before the Council and they 
may be assured of the fact that they will receive every sympathetic 
consideration at the hands of the hon’ble membt'rs. We want the 
Government to lake up the subject in right earnest and whatever jiro- 
})oaal they may consider necessary. There are different proiK>sals made, 
some proposing 500 tube-wells, some pro|X)8ing two lakhs of rupees to 
be allotted for the puri>ose and, in various different forms, concrete 
proposals have been made; but 1 have not made any concrete proiMwal. 
We all know that it is the Government and the Government alone with 
its large resources of officers and exprience and knowledge of affairs 
are in a better position to formulate a scheme. Therefore, what 1 want 
to do by moving the resolution is to strengthen the hands of the Gov- 
ernment and ask the (jovernment to expedite the matter and bring for- 
ward proposals for the determination of this problem. 

With regard to second part of my resolution for restoring, re-<‘xca- 
vating and renovating tanks in different parts of Bengal, I think, 
if the Government consider the feasibility of so amending the Ijocal 
Self-Government Act as to make it compulsory on the owners of these 
tanks and ponds to renovate, re-excavate- and restore them as may be 
required in the interests of public health, a great deal of improvement 
will l)e effected within a measurable distance of time. We all know 
that in the urban areas we have got th© Municiiml Act which erajK>wers 
the local authorities to call upon the owners of tanks not only to cleanse 
and fill them for the projier supply of drinking water, but also 
to remove any cause of infection which may arise from the pollution, 
of drinking water. I think some such procedure ought to be adopted ^ 
And it will go a great way to mitigate the sufferings caused by the 
want of pure drinking water. 
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As regards the subsidies to local bodies, I may mention that 
although I have used the word subsidies ” I do not mean that it should 
in all cases be subsidies, but in some cases a dole to the local bodies 
who may not be able to meet the entire cost. Monetary help to such 
struggling local bodies who are sincerely anxious to meet the scarcity 
of drinking water within their own areas is a great encouragement to 
them. 

These aie the proposals which I have to make with regard to my 
resolution which I have put kdore the House and hope it will receive 
a sympathetic consideration a< ihe hands of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I have your jwmission to 
amend my resolution by deleting the words “ during the current year ’’ ? 

The p(‘rmission, by leave of the Council, w^as granted. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: My resolution, as amended, runs 
thus: “ This (Council recommends to the (iovernment that the initiative 
in removing the water scarcity of Bengal be taken by providing funds 
and arranging for tlie sinking of at least one tulH^-well in each thana) 
area of Bengal.” 

When during the last sessions of the (Vmncil, we jxissed a grant 
of lls. 50, 000 for ex[)eriment in boring oj)erations in connection with 
the water-sui)[)ly of this juovince, w'e naturally felt how intifully small 
this amount was to coi)e with the great scarcity of water, that undoubt- 
edly prevails in this jirovince. We, however, appreciated the fact 
that the Hon’ hie Minister was evidently alive to the seriousness of the 
question. What, then, was our disapjKiintment to find in this new 
supplementary budget that is coming in this session, that no provision 
has been made for this juoposal. 

Even His Excellency the (lovernor has been convinced, after his 
recent short tour in the mufassal, that this question of water-sup])ly is 
one of the most serious in Bengal. The remarkable drought of the 
last summer months has brought into ugly prominence the pitiful con- 
dition in which the ]>(‘ople of the mufassal have to live. For mouths 
together, jH*o|)le have died like flies from cholera, simply because they 
had not any good drinking water. 

1 do not know if all the members of this Council realise what is the 
state of affairs during the spring and summer months in the mufassal. 
Those who 8i)end their summer holidays in Calcutta or Darjeeling may 
have no chance of knowing it, but we, w’ho live in the mufassal know 
in what a sad plight we have to live. During the last summer months, 
some of my zamindari officers in the mufassal left their cutcherry, 
because the tanks had dried up and no good drinking water could be 
had in the neighbourhood either for love or pioney. People wefe strain- 
jngf mud through their cloth to squeeze Qut pome water— and what port 
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of water? I wish I could send a sample of that water to the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of Public Health and I am sure no resolution would 
have been needed to move him to instant action. 

It is no use describing the details. They are only too well-known 
to the mufassal members. The district boards have l)een doing their 
utmost, but their funds are limited, their resources are limite<l. The 
terrible drought of this year has brought to light another fact, viz., 
the unreliability of our tanks as constant sources of water-supply. 
The tanks are, at best, merely reservoirs of rain water, getting filled 
up in the rainy season and drying up in the summer. Tliey cannot be 
dej^ended upon in times of drought. It is diffi(Uilt to keej) them from 
I)ollution. Then again, rivers which supply drinking water to many 
villages in Eastern Bengal are getting jjolluted and silted u]). We 
cannot, therefore, de{)end on these tanks and rivers for a constant 
supply of good drinking water. We must tap other water sources 
which are likely to yield a continuous supply. 

Tube-wells have lately come into prominence as affording a con- 
tinuous source of supply, and I Mieve that dee}> down in the soil of 
Bengal, there are sources of water, which can remove the water si'arcity 
of Bengal, if only they can l>e tapjXMl, in suitable places. There is a 
feeling that tube-wells are still in an ex})erimental stage. The mills 
in and around Calcutta have been utilising tul)(*-wells for a large 
number of years to remove their water difficulty; they are not in an 
ex])eriniental stage. I have t^iken expert opinion from Mr. S. Naug, 
a Bengali gentleman, who has sjKuuali.sed in tul)e-wells in America and 
he has assured me that all over Bengal, he can sink tube- wells, which 
will constantly suj)ply pure drinking water. The cost will not lx* too 
much. He has assured me that a gcaxl w’ell can be sunk in rijmnan 
places in the mutassal for Rs. 1,200 including pumps. 

The Hofi’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; ]>o you say in 

riparian municiimlities? 

Biri>u INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: No, Sir, I mean niral areas. 
ITiere is a feeling that tul)e-wells are difficult to manage and mufassal 
jxjople will not be able to look after them properly. I have it, on 
the authority of the exj)ert mentioned above, that by fixing small 
hand-pumps any labourer can easily work them and there is no danger 
of their getting out of order for a long time at any rate. If the (Gov- 
ernment will but take the initiative in this matter, the district and 
union boards will easily follow suit. This is such an important and 
complicated matter that the local bodies cannot take up such a vast 
question. In view of this, we naturally exjjected that the Hon’ble 
Minister would take up the matter in right earnest. It was, therefore, 
with the greatest shock that I saw the Hon'ble Minister's reply to a 
question put by Mr. Bijoyprasad Singh Roy yesterday— when the 
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Hon’ble MiiiiNter said— “ it is not practicable for Government to accept 
liability for the improvement of rural water-supply. The provision of 
an ade(|uatc supply is not imiKWisible, if the cost, like the need, is 
strictly localised.” Sir, I must confess that I do not understand this 
attitude. Because this need is strictly local, therefore, the cost must 
be raised locally— a lo^^i(;al syllogism indeed ! Are not all needs more 
or less local ? Go not the rural people jmy taxes ? Has not the Coun- 
cil fastened three taxations, yielding crores, on the necks of the 
Ix)or j)eople of this province? Have the district and union boards money 
enough to successfully tackle this problebi? District and union boards 
may help in the excavation of a tank here and a tank there, but can 
they take uj) a matter like this on their own initiative? I submit. 
Sir, that the (juestion is too wide for them. Let the provincial Gov- 
<‘rnment take the initiative and show the way. llien the local bodies 
will certainly take it up. Let them show that these tube-wells in each 
thana area will be sufficient to provide for good water in that jmrticular 
locality. If the |>eo])le see that these tube-wells are working satis- 
factorily and they can get. a constant supjdy of good water, they will 
take to th(‘ni on tlndr own initiative and this problem of costly water- 
supply will l>e solved for ever. Tlnue are not more than (iOO t lianas 
in Bengal and (iOO multiplied liy 1,200 means Hs. 7,20,000 and surely 
this amount, s}XMit on th(‘ relief of this great scarcity, is not a very large 
outlay. I apiK'al to the Tlon’ble Minister to accept my resolution and 
tackle the iiroblem in right earnest and not to put forward the curious 
argument that local needs must be met by local funds. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; I move that this 
Council recommends to tin* Government that a sum of Ks. 2,00,000 be 
allotted to the district boards during the next cold weather for the 
supjdy of drinking water in the villages. 

We passed a resolution in this Council a year and a half ago by 
which we recommended that Rs. 2 lakhs be granted to district boards 
for water-su])ply. That resolution still holds good, but it has not yet 
been given effect to. We, the people of Bengal are helpless. Under 
the Reforms we are told this Council would have supreme power over 
the transferred subjects, but as (uir resolutions are not given effect to, 
T say the jH*ople (d Bengal are just as helpless as they were before. 
Tumi }v tunin', tiimi shr tinuirc:'* Poor Bengal is in the same dark- 
ness as it was before the Reforms.” We, people here, are in trepida- 
tion while we rise to 8i)eak, for we find that in the words of the 
Psalmist ” our words are wrested all day long.” But when the Exe- 
cutive, who'jire supix>s(Ml to Ik* our servants, openly and defiantly 
repudiate our resolutions, we can do nothing. The people of Bengal 
are suffering greatly for the lack of the first necessities of life. It is 
useless dilating on their agony: it is well-known to our Minister. It 
is said that we have got no money. We imposed three taxes, but we 
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could make no provision for a pittance of Rs. 2 lakhs. We have got 
a surplus of Rs. 50 lakhs and we have got two supplementarv budgets, 
but in the dreary deserts of these' imges we tind no indication of a 
drop of water to moisten the jxirched lips of the |KM)i)le of Bengal. 
Not only are we helpless, but we find that His Excellency the Gover- 
nor is equally helpless. He sj^ke at Rajshahi as follows:— 

Tha two mam impresHioiiH wliich 1 have derived from the tour ns a wlude are 
the urgent need for an improvement in the supply of drinking watf‘r throiigliout 
the district and the necessity of increasing the facilities for medical advut^ and 
treatment available for the people These are the neeik which in the main must he 
supplied by local initiative and from local funds but the present deficiency in 
both respects is so great and so general that some help from (lovernment is certainly 
required. 

He promised to discuss the matter with his Ministers on his return “ with 
every wish to provide as 8j)eedy and as efficient remedies as |K)ssible.” 
He did nof know that, in the meantime, his Ministers have replied 
to a (luestion by a member that water-supply must 1 h‘ jirovidisl for by 
local funds. I am afraid he too wdll find himself helpless like us. 
He has taken this jxisition because he wishes to give th(‘ Ridornis the 
fullest chance. But he is here also to enforce the Kcdoinis. He should 
see that his Ministers give effect to tin* residutions of the (^lUiicil and 
act in consonance with the wishes of the jmqile. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: What is the 
date of that resolution and the wording? 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I do not lemember 

the sjK'cific date; the wording is practically the same as this resolution 
1 will give it to you later. 

The spirit of this Council when it first met and jias.sed the resolu- 
tion has undergone a change and I am afraid we can no longer lie 
counted ujHin to enforce our will u]X)n our Ministers. We Ire jirostrate. 
We retract and withdraw at every stej). Let our Ministers, therelore, 
take pity on the poor long-suffering jM'ople of Bengal and give them the 
relief so urgently called for. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved, by way of amendment, that 
for the words and figures a sum of Rs. 2,0(),0(K),” the words “ suffi- 
cient money ” l)e substituted. 

Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I ask if one single member 
can move three resolutions on the same subject ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: This is an amendment of the resolution 
of Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 

The Shah Sahib then delivered his spc^ech in Bengali, in support of 
his amendment, a translation of which is as follows: — 



Tlii8 is an amendifl^t to a resolution. In the original motion, 
Rs. 2 lakhs have been asked to be provided for. It is an insignificant 
amount. Rs. 6 or 7 lakhs at least are necessary to erect 500 tube-weUs. 
] would, therefore, ask that some such amount as is sufficient should 
he provided for for improving the water-supply in this country. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Goveniment that a general survey of the drinking 
water scarcity throughout Bengal and a comprehensive scheme of 
remedial measures be prepared with the help of the district boards and 
municijKilities concerned, and the scheme so prei)ared be brought before 
this Council and a definite feasible plan of action be settled and given 
effect to. 

Without discussing the several resolutions moved in this Council, 
I will simply explain my reasons why, instead of asking for a com- 
mittee, 1 suggest a course which, to my mind, wilt be beneficial to the 
province. 1 know full well that my esteemed friend, Sir Surendra 
Nath, is very keen on this subject and he has large schemes of sanitary 
imiu’ovement in his contemplation, and he will do his utmost to find 
out the pi’ojier way of helping us. 

1 do not think that the district boards have got less resjionsibility 
than Government. The public works cess has been placed at the di.s- 
{Hjsal of the district boards for the purpose of supplying good drinking 
water, for providing medical I’elief and other imitters of public utility. 
As the road (‘ess was entirely necessary for the maint(‘nance of 1 ‘oads 
and bridges, the public works cess was given to the district boards, and 
it we want to s]K‘nd any of this, we must find out what is actually 
re(iuired. It will not do to have a tube well in each thana and Babu 
Itidu Bhushan Dutta’s pro|K)sal, if ac(‘epted, will provide* each thana 
with a tube-w’ell in 8 years. 1 believe that is his pr(>]K)sal 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: 1 leave it to the Hon’ble Minister. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: You would like to si>end 
Ks. lakhs, but it is very difficult to conceive how the w^hole sum 
can be ])rovided in one year; but a tube-wTll in each thana will not 
remove the scarc'ity within the jurisdiction of that thana; a thana 
consists of 70,000 people and e«tends over several stpiare miles, and 
one tuW-well will not be of any use. My suggestion is that the dis- 
trict boards, with the help of their own officers and the police and the 
district officers, can easily ascertain what is recpiired within the dis- 
trict, how’ many wells or how many tanks have to be excavated, wiiat 
(piantity of water is available, and what quantity can be secured 
from the river also. At any rate we must first know what we actually 
require. In some cases, it may be that a tube-well will not 
be a proper remedy. In some cases, tanks may require to be ex- 
cavated or re-excavated. I know, in some cases, if fishing be allowed, 
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the villagers would be quite ready to excavate tauks; in this way, if the 
water be preserved and some i)re(‘autionarv measures taken, 1 think 
the tank water in many cases will he of great help, ami at the snme time 
it will not be veiy expensive to Government or the district luiard. 
In each district board there is a health officer and there are also overseers, 
and they can collecd the necessary information that is ivipiired. If we 
have a committee here that committee will Inive to go over 25 districts, 
and ascertain facts that can easily k‘ supplied by each district board or 
municipality. When this infonnation is collected, a summary of the 
proposals can Ih^ prepared and then, on that iniormaticui. a discussion 
may lie helpiul in this Council, or. if necessary, the Minister can hold 
a conference with selected representatives and a well thought-out 
scheme can be jirepared in which the district hoard and the local board 
and the Government can take part in removing th(‘ water scarcity. 
Tube-wells are not always suc*cessful. 1 know that recently in the 
Rajshahi Central dail, a tul>e-well has beem sunk — 1 do not know the 
exact ex])enditure— but the other day I heard from tlie SuiHM’intendent, 
in the presence of the gentleman who iiistalhsl it, that it \sas not doing 
well; of course 1 lu‘ard that the tulx'-well in the Kanchra]>aia dail was 
working well. The same gentleman, who instalhsl it at Kaiichrajiara, 
also installed it in the Rajshahi (Vntial Jail. We must ascertain if 
the people, who iiistal these wells, can guarantee tlnur (‘imtiniiaiice and 
reliability for 15 or 20 years; in that case, W(‘ can place soim* ndiaiu'e 
on them. I know that there are two or three .Vmm'ican Companies 
here that are trying to solve the (juestioii of sinking tul)(‘-vMdls at a 
moderate cost ranging from Rs. (SOO to Rs. l,2t)t) for each well Mv 
idea is that it will not be safe to sjx'nd so much mom*v on tln^se 
wells when we are not sure that thev will be succi‘ssful. My jdan is 
to have the necessary information collected and to ascertain A\bat ludo 
we can expit from tin* |)ersons conc’erned or from tin* district boards; 
th(‘y should also contribute as it is the ])rimary dut\ of tin* district 
boards, and they should not forget this primary dut> in n*gard to 
sanitation. They are sjiending money in retaining health ofl]ci‘rs and 
other sanitarv oversw‘rH, but the first duty is to siijijdv g(M)d drinking 
W'ater. 1 believi* that our Hon’ble Minister ^^ill be glad ty help, but 
the distri(‘t Ixiards must take the initiative and as<*t*rtain what is 
a(‘tually reipiired, and vhat hel]) can be secured from the local |x*o])le. 
In some places wheie there are several co-sharers in a zamindari, if 
the raivats are anxious to have a tank, the zamindars want an exorbi- 
tant nazur (Cries of ‘MJuestion, question”)- I «l>t‘ak of what I 
know jx^rsonally. I myself have got some zamindari; tliere may lx* 
exceptions and I believe there are several worthy men, but the diffi- 
culties are there all the same. These matters have to be dealt with. 
My fnend, Khan Bahadur Emdaduddin, Chairman of the District 
Board of Rajshahi, is here and he can .say whether it is not a real fact. 
However, I am a mufassal man, I have sufficient ex[x*rience of the 



Dlufassal, and I know as a matter of fact of several cases where people 
complain that they could not secure a suitable position for excavating 
u tank. 

Hailing as J do from the mufassal, 1 have sufficient experience in 
the matter. I know, as a matter of fact, that in many cases the j)eople 
ctmiplain that they cannot find opportunity for excavating tanks though 
they are piepared to spend money for the puri) 08 e. In some cases, they 
are actually prepared to raise money by loan for the purpose, to be i*e- 
j)aid with or without interest, say, within 8 or 10 years. So, the best 
thing for us is to ascertain their requirements, the ways and means, 
and the cheai)est method as to how the question of water-supply can 
b(‘ solved with the minimum amount of exj)enditure and with the maxi- 
mum amount of good results, and then I am confident the TIon’ble 
Minister will l)e in a jKisition to prepare a comprehensive scheme. 

Before resuming my seat, 1 would only mention one or two ix)ints. 
Heioie sinking a tube-well a geological survey is necessary so that we 
may ascertain that at a certain de])th and at a certain strata good drink- 
ing water may be available. It will be of great help to us and then we 
can depend uj)on the contractors and their sei’vices in regard to this 
will be fully utilised to our Ixmefit. I would therefore ask th(‘ Council 
to consider this question which is a simple one and which is this: fiist 
of all we must gather information and then prei>are a scheme, and uj)on 
that let us proceed, 

Mr, TARIT BHU8AN ROY: 1 move that this Council recommends 
to the (iovernment that immediate steps be taken to initiate a com- 
j)rehensive project or projects for providing a cheap and pure supply of 
drinking water not only in towns but also in rural areas with sjiecial 
refeience to the possibility of obtaining such supjdies b\ sinking tube- 
wells on an economic basis on an extensive scale all over the <‘ountry. 

There is no question which has agitated the public, mind moie deeply 
than the one relating to the adecpiate supply of (‘heap and pure drink- 
ing water in Bengal. It would be an injustit'e not to recognise the 
aiixie^ and earnestness of (Government to tackle this problem which 
has ^ce b(M‘nme incmisingly pressing. The severity of the drought, 
which Was felt all over Bengal in March and April last, has accentuated 
the necessity for immediate steps being taken for grappling with the 
problem of water-supply in plain earnest. Although any number of 
resolutions have Iwn re(*orded, pious wishers expressed, and even warn- 
ings given by Government for years past to improve matters, one must 
frankly confess that no tangible results have so far been attained. If 
the truth were to be told, the history of any efforts which have been 
put forth has l)een a history of disapiwintments and failures. Any one 
a('(|uainted with village life will perhaps bear me out when I say that 
scarcity of drinking water was never more acute and distressing than 
in March and April last when, under a cloudless sky and a blazing sun, 
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nine-tenths of the tanks had totally dried up and the [x^ple in most of 
the affected^areas fell victims to cholera and other epidemic divseast‘s. 
It IS a ell-known fact that even in normal times the water available 
in interior villages for drinking is full of filth and dirt. 

No one can deny the fact that (iovernment had lieen alive to the 
necessity and importance of this matter for a series ot years. Ever 
since 1904, scarcely an opi>ortunity has lieen missed by successive Lieu- 
tenant-Governors and Govemors to impress uixm local IxKlies the fact 
that the provision of drinking water in rural areas is one of the jiressing 
needs of Bengal. 

In the Local Self-Government Circular No. 7T (L. S. (i.L dated 
24th May, 1910, the tlien Sei'retai’}’ made the following jHM'linent obser- 
vations ; — 

Tlie opinion has been expressed tluii the fact ol nii a( tual deficiency in tlie 
quantity of water available m rural areas for drinking; purisist^s was exceptional, 
but the neetl of extensive improvement ol the source.s of supplv eniphnsized 
and the existenee of that need is undeniable. 

The resources of district boards are now liln'rally auKimmUHl by (iovernment 
by the annual grants made in ihe propoition ol ‘25 per (‘ent. ot the sums realis'd 
as roads cess, and the majority of districts should have no difficulty in pioiidlng 
money for a reasonable and regular improvement of the supplies of drinking water. 

As a result of an informal conference held at Darjecding in Oclohcr, 
1912, the Govi'i’iiment of laird ('armichael, recorded an im])oj'tuiit Heso- 
lutioii (No. 1518 L, S.-(j.) on the 11th of Novemlier, 1912, in which ili(‘ 
hofie was expressed that “each District Board and each rnion Com- 
iiiiltec should at otice begin to work on the lim‘s projKised above to 
increase the number of tanks at the dis])osal of the juiiilic for drndving 
water and to jireserve tlieir ]>urity, and that all concerned, otficials and 
non-officials, zamindars and raiyats, will co-o}H‘ra(e t‘V(M) til |M*iMoiiaI 
.sacrifice to remove tin* reproach whicli rests ujion ih(‘ Ihi'Hidency.’’ 
Lord (’armichael did not, however, stop here. Gn the 9rd of Novemlier, 
1919, he took an im]xirtant step in advance, and diM’ided to augment tin* 
resources of the district hoards by suiTendering the jiuhlic works c(‘hs. 
In Pehruary, 1914, Government, in their important circular No. 989- 
92M., addressed to the Divisional (Viinmissioners, conveyed the desire of 
Ills Excellency in Council to im[iress upon the district hoards, the im- 
portance of setting aptirt a suh.stantial sum for the sanitation of villages 
and small towns, for the improvement of w'ater-sujijily and for anti- 
malarial measures. Instruetions were also issued at tlie same time 
regarding the measures to be taken for providing a ]iure water-supfily 
in the interior. On the 25th of September, 1915, another important 
circular No. 2919-29 L. S.-G., wa.s issued by Government in wdiich after 
making the following remarks: — “ It has been the consistent policy of 
Government to re.serve to itself the powers of ear-marking a poHion of 
the public works less for the improvement of water-supply and similar 
objects,” Government felt the necessity of giving a warning to district 
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boardw a^ainHt auy increase in establishment or other recurring expen- 
diture which might absorb a large i>art of the additional income from 
the i)ublic works cess. Government went a step further and impressed 
ujxm the district boards the desirability of sjiending large sums of 
money in the excavation of tanks in rural areas. 

In March, 1917, Government felt again the necessity of circularising 
the Divisional (Commissioners on this subjecjt, and it was observed that 
during the year (1915-1()), 25*3 per cent, of the puldic works cess had 
been sj)eiit on water-supply by all the distri(*t lK)ards taken together, 
but that in scjiue districts the proportion whi(‘h the ex])enditure on water- 
supply bore to the ])ublic w^orks cess receijds was under 11 i)er (‘ent., 
while in one district it was as low as 6 {)er cent. 

In the concluding paragraph of tliis circular, the Governor in (Council 
depre(Mited the tendency to devote to communications large sums in 
excess of both the road cess receipts and augmentation grants and 
reiterated the desirability of utilising the jmblic woiks cess sj^ecially for 
^the improvement of water-su]>ply, and urged the necessity of subject- 
ing the budget estimates of distri(*t boards to careful scrutiny to see 
that ade^iiiate pi’ovision was made for expenditure on water-supjdy. 

My only justificalion f(U’ making the above extracts is to show how’ 
the district boards had failed to appreciate atid discharge their resixm- 
sibiliti(‘s in a mutter of such vital importam e in s]>ite of re]>eated advice 
and warning. 

A cursory examination of the figures showing the exj)enditure by 
district boards from year to year will unfold the same disapiK)inting 
j)icture of negle(*ted responsibilities. 

1 will not belittle the magnitude (d the j)robb‘m with which we are 
confronted. The surrender of the public works cess has, no doubt, set 
free about Rs. 29 lakhs a year, but is that amount sufficient for the 
reijuin’inents of the ])rovince? Tt is (d)vious that district boards have 
misapplied the funds at their dis]K)sal and spent moit‘ on communica- 
tions and less on schemes of w’ater-supply with the result that tlie 
solution of the ])roblem is as far off as ever. The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 
Mitter, who had realised the gravity of the situatioy and applied his 
mind to the solution of the jiroblem with his characteristic thorough- 
ness and attentiim to details, had expressed himself as follows, and I 
take this opportunity to quote his language: — 

Tlie Government, tlie Commissioners of Divisions, tlie District Magistrates and 
the Members of District Boards must realise that 42 millions and odd (out of a 
total population of 46 millions and odd) of the people of this province are vitally 
interested in this question and that it requires immediate settlement. The Govern- 
ment will be lacking in a very important duty if it does not do all it can to 
solve the problem of water-supply. 

The resourres of the district hoards have been materially replenished, 
hut they have, in the absence of definite and well-laid schemes, failed 
to apply their funds for providing drinking water to the people. 
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The first step is, therefore, to prepare sehemes after ascertaiuiiij? the 
needs of each thana. For doing so the crop and forest areas, waste and 
riverside lands, need not be taken into account as the necessity is limit- 
ed only to such of the populated ai-eas where there are no existing 
sources of supply of good drinking water. This can easily be done b> 
the district boards and lo(‘al bodies at a comparatively small outlay if 
they invite public co-operation. 

Unless this has been done, first energies and resourci's are bound to be 
frittered away as heretofore, with the result that public discontent will 
grow in volume and intensity throughout the province. 

The next step will lie to organise a systematic campaign in whiidi 
the public should be invited to particijxite. Tlie jiroblem is undoubtedly 
stupendous and the resources of local Inulies are limited. 

Private effort and public s])irit are essential for the su(‘cess of the 
campaign. I am sure it will be an easy task to stimulate both. It sites 
are acciuired by Land Ac([uisition jiroceedings, many a tank will lie 
excavated and maintained for jmblic benefit by individuals solely at 
their own cost, provided the light of fishery is given to them. K\en 
the cost of a(’quiring the land may lie recovered if the raised land round 
about the lake or tank is settled permanently as homestead sit(‘s. 'Fhere 
will be no dearth of applicants. 

The next and by far the most important (piestion is the |H)ssibility 
of tube-wells in Bengal as a cheap soun^e of supjdy of juire drinking watiu*. 

Mr. F. T. Norman has recorded the results of his long jxMsonal 
observations about cheap tube-wells in Lipan and he is enthusiastic 
about the introduction of the system in India. It is known as the 
Kaziisa system of deej) boring for water. Mr. Norman has observtsl in 
his interesting book: — 

That the Eazusa system of deep lM>nnR could lu* introduced int/O India, and 
with very j^reat advantage too, my ex|)erience of that country (J.ipan) and its 
people thorougidy persuades me. 

He is of opinion that Kazusa wells could be easily sunk in localities 
wdth suitalde geological formation, such as existed in and about the 
Oaujee Valley and certain tracts in the l^lnjab and the United IVo- 
vinces. Such wells are ordinarily carried to dejiths of dtiO, 480 and 720 
fe^t by means of a very simjde outfit cheaply and easily jinM urable in 
all ixirts of India and caintble of Inung handled by any village mixtry. 
A complete and new' outfit could lie got for much less than 120 yen on 
Rs. 180. A complete turn-out of American or Eurojvan well-lKiring 
apparatus, on the other hand, cohIh 7,000 to 8,000 yen landed in Tioko- 
hama. Mr. Norman, writing in favour of the introduction of the Kazusa 
system of Wing for water into India, has observed 

The initial outlay on a Kazusa well-l)oring apparatus is small ^ perhaps capable 
of being made in India for less than Rs. 200. It is so simple in construction an^T lo 
operate as to be well within the managing range of an ordinary Indian villager. 
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Being light and portable, it can be tranaported about with eaao and inexpensively, 
the piping used for the boring hole being but hollow bamboos is cheap. 

The average life of a well i»i Japan is 30 years. The water from 720 feet straia is 
both plentiful and good with a distinct sulphurous taste and odour when it comes 
bubbling up which, however, vanishes quickly upon exposure to the air and sun* 
light. The water is valued foi drinking purposes in Japan as it possesses consi* 
derable medicinal propiirties. The Kazvsa well is nothing more or leas than an 
artesian well. The sinking of a purely irrigation well does not cost more than 
Rs. 45 in Japan. A well for drinking water is sunk by a band of six operators in 
a short time at a cost not exceeding 100 yen as labour charges. I believe there 
are immense possibilities for introducing this system of wells not only in towns 
but also in the villages, 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: I beg to support the 
resolution moved by Uni Jojrendra (liunder Ghose Bahadur. I take it 
that the objecd of tliis resolution on this important question is to discuss 
the scarcity of drinking water in rural Bengal. The Hon’ble Minister 
is well aware of this (piestion and from several districts he has got 
first-hand information as regfards this (luestion. Now, Sir, various 
HjK'akers have given various suggestions for the solution of this ques- 
tion. Tiil>e-wells can only succeed where there is a concentrated jiopu- 
lulion, such as in mills, in niun!ci])uliiies and in jails, but in rural 
Bengal, wliere po])nlation is s<‘atiered, tnbe-wells can never l)e a success 
and my snlmiission is that money will be wasted. The question of rural 
vvater-sup[)ly is a question of money jmre and simple and nothing more. 
If 1 remember aright, three or four years ago before the Reforms were 
inaugurated, Dr. Bentley issued a note and in that noW he despaiied 
of the solution of this problem, bei'ause the magnitude of the task was 
so vast that the resources of the country were not sufticieni to get it 
through. Now, Sir, the (|uestion has been hinted at that the several 
local bodies, iminicijialities or the divstnet boards are not fully alive to 
the (luestion. That is not right. They are fully alive to the (juestion 
and they are doing their utmost with the limited resources at their 
dis})osal. It has been said that the jmblic works cess has been placed 
at the disiMisal of the district boards, but is forgotten that, with the 
formation of union Iniards, with the increase in the cost of various other 
materials, and with the limited resources of the distri(d. boards, their 
jKiwer is being diminished from day to day. The question of supplying 
fresh and cojiioiis drinking winter in rural Bengal can never be solved 
unless sutti(‘ient money is placed in the hands of the district boards. It 
seems to im* that the only w'ay of removing this scarcity of w’ater-supply 
in rural Bengal is by re-excavating the old tanks and by digging new 
wells. Tube-wells, as has been jwinted out by Babu Indu Bbushan 
Dutta, will cost at the minimum Rs. 800 to Rs. 1,200. The Bengal 
Chemical and l^harmaceutical Works, Limited, have invented a kind of 
tulK'-well the cost of which is estimated at about Rs. 3,000. But there 
is a cheaiier kind of tube-w’ells sold by Messrs. Leslie A Co. which can 
be had at Rs. 800. They are, however, very small and the success of 
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these tube-wells depend on the character on the soil. Exi)erienre has 
shown that at some place the soil is so sandy that these tulx'-wells 
cannot be sunk and so, Sir, they will never 1 h‘ a success. Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta has said that if you take one tulie-well in each thana 
the cost will be enormous and 1 do not think that district bcxu'ds will !)e 
able to take up such a costly scheme. The only solution of tliis parti- 
cular problem lies in re-excavating old tanks and dipfginp: >sells. 1 
submit that a feet diameter well can be sunk at a cost lu'tween Us. litlO 
to Rs. 400 ac(*ordinp: to the rate j>revalent in various districts and a 
4 feet diamter well can be sunk at a cost lad ween Us. cS(M) ami Us. tKK) 
Some of the union Imards desire to take up this (piestion, but they are 
handi(*api)ed for w’ant of funds. 1 know some of the union boards desire 
to bring this fact to the notice of the Ilon’ble Minister if he will be 
prepared to lend them some money, I think the (juestion may In* solved 
by them. 1 do not know^ whether district boards in Itengal w ill be jae- 
pared to lend money even on the security of their revenin* for the re]my- 
ment of their loans. Now', Sir, the question of loiiiis in rural anuis is a 
difficult one as the lo(‘al i)eople are not dis|X)sed to lend money to the 
district boards or union boards and 1 believe many hon’lde members of 
this House are aw'are that the Retrenchment (’ommittiH^ has asked 
the opinions of several district boards whether it is possibh^ to im rease 
the rate of road-cess. That is a (juestion which can la* solvial at sonn* 
future time, but at the present moment what 1 suggest to the ilon’ble 
Minister is to supplement the resources of the district boards by grants 
from the (lovernment. There is an anti-malarial scheme taken uj) by 
(Tovernment for eradicating malaria, which is due to bad drinking wal(‘r 
and my submission is, Sir, that the sup])ly of gcuid drinking watei ma\ 
be taken uj) as one of tlie items in the anti-malarial programme in rural 
Bengal. I resiiectfiilly submit that the Hon’ble Minister will be g(H)d 
enough to consider the resolution of Rai .logendra (^bunder (Ihose 
Bahadur. 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; The question of water 
scarcity is undoubtedly a very imixirtant one. This s(’arcity is recun ing 
year after year and has become almost a matter of certainty. Various 
proi)osal8 have been placed before us in the midst of whi< h we find some 
difficulty to make out which sliould be ac(T])table to us. I 

find the best solution would l>e to give our sui)port Ur the 

proposal of having a committee to inquire with a view to 

settle this ([uestion to remove this chronic difficulty. 1 am not 

one of those who have any prejudice against tube-wells. Recently we 
had to meet the same difficult question of wab*r scarcity in connection 
with Calcutta ; and there was a committee of which I was a memln^r, 
who undertook to find out whether it was possible to have tulx^-wells 
successfully introduced into Calcutta. Some experienwd gentlemen 
were invited and were consulted in that connection and we realised that 
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the problem was not so easy as some of my friends seemed to think. 
You cannot have tute-wells successfully sunk in all places. A mere 
tube-well not touching the spring below, i.e., a surface tube-well, if 
1 may so call it, is not at all worth having. But a deep and well con- 
structed tube-well will (‘osl you a lot of money, from Rs. 4,000 toRs. 5,000 
and not only that, but as a medical man 1 have realised that w^hile there 
is the possibility of getting good drinking water from a tul)e-well there 
is at the same time the great risk of the water being contaminated by 
surface water going along the sides of the tube-well into the spiing 
below. Mr. S(:ott, the ex{)ert, who was consulted by the Corporation 
Committee, exjdained to us how il was |)os8ible, if the work was badly 
done, for this (jontamination to arise. These are the reasons which 
have made me rather cautious in pronouncing any opinion upon this 
(juestion without further investigation. I have also found from the 
literature which I have l)een able to get in this connection that exi>eri- 
ments were done with tube-wells by that eminent Engineer, Rai Mutadin 
Sukiil. In Rajshahi exi)eriments were done some time ago in digging 
tulH'-wells in different, portions of that distri(*t. I mentioned that faci 
in the meeting of this Council on the 13th of July last in (*onnection with 
the demand for Scheme No. 2() under “ Agriculture.” 1 do not w^ant 
to take \\]\ the time of the Council by repeating what I said on that 
occasion, but 1 would ask Government not to negle(‘t the inist experience. 

There is another j)oint wdiich strikes me as rather against the use 
of tube-w’ells being iK)j>ular in rural areas. It is the question of untouch- 
ability. 1 do not. think there is anything to Ih‘ afraid of regarding this 
untouchability ((uestion in Cah'utta and its surroundings. But I have 
very little inforniatit)n about the mufassal. From what I have heard 
from some of ^jy mufassal friends, I am disposed to ask the Council not 
to altogether belittle the (luestion. It a committee is formed, it might 
consider whether the (piestion of untouchability W’ould not stand in the 
w'ay of the usefulness t)f tube-w’ells. Both among the Hindus and 
Muhammadans, there are orthodox as w’ell as lil)eral jxTsons. It may 
be that in places where modern civilisation has entered, this question of 
untouchability has practically Wn solved, but there are distant rural 
jdaces where iK'rhaps this question might stand in the way of the success 
of the tube-wells. 

There is a further question, the question of reserved tanks. I have 
not bi^en able to make out whether tube-wells would solve this water 
scarcity question to such an extent that reserved tanks could be done 
away witli. I am of opinion that reserved tanks, when properly kept, 
go a great way to solve the question of drinking water scarcity. Most 
of the diffi(‘ulties in this respect would disappear if steps are properly 
taken to observe the regulation for the use of the tanks. Besides tube- 
wells and reserved tanks, there is another alternative, viz., deep and 
spacious raasonry w^lls, If they are properly constructed and protected, 
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I venture to submit, they may be good substitutes for reserved tanks. 
I understand that in a deep well of large dimensions the question of 
untouchability does not arise. These are some of my jxnnts, which may 
be placed before the committee if one is apiwinted. In any case, 1 ask 
the Hon’ble Minister, instead of committing himself to one definite idea, 
to appoint a committee so that the whole ([uestion may be discussed in 
all its l)earings and definite findings might Ik* arrived at and jdaced before 
the Council. I realise that there is very little time to lose. We are 
now ill the middle of August and with the advent of Marih next we 
are sure to have water scarcity again — at least this has lK*en our ex|M*ri- 
ence for some years {>ast. So before the month of March conu^s again 
I devoutly wish that something should be done with a \iew of tackle 
the question. I therefore request the Iloirble Minister to ap]H>iiit a 
committee with instructions to submit their rejKirt within tliret* or four 
months. Tf, however, the aiquHiitment of a committee means the slich* 
ing of this all-important question, I should be the last jierson to >ui>]K)rt 
it. U]) and doing as the Hon’ble Minister has been in several other 
matters, I hojK* it will l>e |)ossible for him to formulate a scheme foi the 
jirevention of water scarcity within the next three or four months or at 
best to minimise its intensity in the coming monUis of March, April and 
May, 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED : I iiia,\ Im' 
io give cerlain facts whicli would go to show how diiticult a liwk it is' 
to remove the water scarcity and how far the district hoards in the 
mufasaal are prepared in this direction. Some time ago, according to 
the (loveriiment circular, the sources of water-suiiply were eMiinined, 
If I remember aright, so far as my district board is concerned, n map 
was prepaied showing all the jdaces where there was water scaicity, 
and we submitted this question this year kdore His Excellency. I 
rememlier all the facts and I may recapitulate them to show how diffi- 
cult the task really is. 

There are about G,500 villages in Rajshahi district and our atten- 
tion was drawn to about 1,4IK) of them which suffer badly from wah-r 
scarcity. Since that time we took partirular rare to ascertain liow many 
villages were badly affected and how many were without wat4>r during 
the last summer. As a result, we found that nearly 1,21)0 villages 
required siieeial attention. Now by exprience we knew that masonry 
wells were the best to provide good drinking water, hut suc h wells would 
eo,st us about. Rs. 1,200 eacdi and by calculation we found tliat almut 
Rs. 15 lakhs would be reciuired to remove this water scarcity. Fancy 
whether it would be imssihle for the Oovernraeiit to provide all this 
money. This is a serious question, and to my mind there is no jcraetical 
solution of the difficulty at the present moment unle8.H some means is 
devised to comiiel the [leople to contribute towards the eonstructicm of 
these wells. In this connection I may be pennitted to mention here the 
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procedure which obtained before. Formerly the procedure was that one- 
third of the cost of the sinkinj^ of wells or of the excavation of tanks 
was met by OoTeriimeiii, one-third by the district board and the remain- 
ing^ one-third by the local people. Some of my friends have accused 
the district boards of not haviil^ acted up to their responsibility in 
recent times. Far from it. I do not know how it happens — the Gov- 
ernment does not pay its one-third share, nor do the local people, with 
the result that the district board has to bear the whole burden of meeting 
this enormous sum of Rs. 15,00,000. Is it possible for a district board 
to pay sucli an enormous sum ? 1 therefore think that the old system 
should continue to be in force, by which Government should pay some- 
thing — the district board of course is alive to the situation — and the 
local i)eople ought to be coinjielled to contribute something. In the 
mufassal the villagers usually squander away their money, and it is for 
their benefit that (‘ompulsion is necessary in this direction. I do not 
know whether the Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act is appli- 
cable in this instance or not. Ilow^ever, I would request the Govern- 
ment to consider if this Act is sufficient for the puri)ose, and, if necessary 
legislation should be undertaken to realise money in this behjJf from 
the local jxHqde. Of course, we shall be quite prepared to extend this 
I)eriod of lealisation to five years. So if you do something w’hich would 
comind the local {XMiple to contribute, it is then and then only that the 
question can be solved, otherwise not. 

As regards the digging of tanks, 1 think masonry wells are prefer- 
able to tanks. As remarked by Rabu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, some 
co-shar(‘rs might take into their heads how to derive the largest benefit 
from the tank and might (‘ommence fishing in it. But we have found 
out by exiHU’ience that fishing makes the whole water of a tank unsuit- 
abl(' for drinking ])ur])oses, bediuse usually they go deepi'r and deej)er 
into the tank for fishing. . It is indeed difficult to guard the tanks, whilst 
it is not so in the case of masonry wells. These wells have been very 
successful and there is a fairly good demand for them. In one case 1 
know a tank has become overgrowui with weeds and consequently its 
wuiter has become unsuitable for drinking purposes, so that the very man 
wdio first prayed for the tank has now apjJied to us for a ma.sonrv well. 
As regards tube-wells, these are at an experimental stage, and we are 
making exixM'imeiits with one at the Sadar and another at Naogaon and 
another at Nator. However, we recommend and prefer masonry wells 
either to tuW- wells or tanks, and I would request the Hon’ble Minister 
to take stei)s to com|)el the local people to contribute not only towards 
its initial but also its recurring cost, and I hope he would do something 
in this direction. 

As regards the formation of a committee, I may say at once that 
I lun against it as 1 do not want to have the matter shelved indefinitely. ' 
Experience shows that every year an epidemic of cholera breaks out in 
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Lalpur, a village of Nator subdivision, when there is soaroity of water. 
The question is very important and I trust something will be done l)efore 
the next cold weather sets in. 

The Hon’bleSir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: In the Brst place 
I desire to coiigmtiilate the House upon the awakened interest which it 
has evinced in this great problem of water-sup]>ly of the pro^inc(^ 1 
claim that Government has contributed very largely towards producing 
this new interest in this important question, and it has partly been helped 
by the unfortunate happenings last year in connection with the drought 
we had in vsummer, and the outbreak of cholera in certain parts of the 
province. You will remember that about this time last year, Govern- 
ment appointed a committee— I think you, 8ir, were a member of that 
committee — for the purpose of reporting on the (piestion of \sat(M-snj»j»lv 
in the riparian municipalities on the left bank of the Hooghly : Mr. 1). H. 
Williams was the Chairman of that committee. In the report which they 
submitted, the committee recommended a system of tube-wells for the 
rijmrian municipalities. This re])ort has been circulated among the muni- 
cipalities concerned, and I am glad to be able to say that (S out of the 
total number of municipalities in the riparian area have already a])plied 
to the Sanitary Engineer to the Government to frame schemes for sink- 
ing tube-wells within their jurisdiction. We proceeded further than 
that. We circulated this report among the distract boarals and munici- 
palities of the province, inviting their attention to the recommendations 
of the committee and asking them to consider them in the light of the 
local conditions. Nor is this all—sometinies we ai’c chargisl with apaihy 
and neglect— and even with callou.sness to human suffering. No charge 
could be a greater calumny. We our doing our best. We have appoint- 
ed a committee to report on the question of w'ater-supjily for the right 
bank of the Hooghly and that committee has been furnished with the 
repoi’t to which I have referred. That indeed does not exhaust the sum 
total of our efforts within the short time that the new resjionsible Govern- 
ment has been in office. We feel — and this debate has confirmed mv 
vi(»w — that the system of tube-wells is perhaps not the sole solution of 
the question of wuiter-supply and that there are other consideration 
which have to be taken into account ; and I am glad to find that a note 
of warning has been sounded, in the course of the discussion, by my 
esteemed friends, Rabu Kishori Mohan ( haudhuri and** Rabu Satish 
Chandra Mukharji, who is so familiar with the rural conditions in the 
Hooghly district. 

The problem of water-supply is one of the most complicated, and on? 
of the most difficult. It has baffled the efforts of successive Lieutenant- 
Governors and Governors and now we are confronted with this great 
problem, as yet unsolved but recognised by public opinion, as one that 
needs urgent attention. That is the position. We are confronted wu’th 
this difficult problem; it urgently needs a solution. The Council asks 
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the Government to solve it. The Council has to lay down the policy and 
it is for the Government to follow it, but matters of detail should be left 
to Government. We constitute the executive authority; you lay down 
the policy and the principles, as they do in the House of Commons"; the 
details must be carried out by the Government itself. I am unable to 
acce])t the proposition that a committee should be appointed for the pur- 
pose* of in(|uirin;j^ into this very lar^e question. Let us analyse the prob- 
lem and look at it a little more closely. The committee according to 
the terms of the Resolution, is to consist of 8 or 9 members. Is it to be 
a stationary committee sitting in Calcutta and deliberating on the ques- 
tion of water-supply for the province? Or is it to be a peripatetic body 
moving from place to place in order to ascertain local conditions, local 
sentiment and local opinion? I presume that the opinion of the House 
will be that it should be a peripatetic body. That being so, we have to 
beai’ in mind that there are 29 districts in Bengal, and the committee 
would have to visit every one of them. Assuming that the committee 
should spend 15 days in every district — the shortest limit of time that 
can be assigned — it would take at least 14 months to visit the districts 
and collect information. It will take two or three months to deliberate 
and submit its report, and that brings us to nearly 16 or 17 months. 
Government will also take a few months to consider the report. ITiere- 
fore, for a period of at least 20 months or so, nothing will be done; no 
solution will be arrived at; every effort will be suspended; and in the 
meantime our people will suffer from the s(*-arcity of water and all the 
evil effects conseciuent ther(M)n. I ask my friends — Are they prepared 
to face a contingency like that? Do they want a repetition of th(* horrors 
which we witnessed last summer, which thrilled the community through 
and through and created a sense of deep distress in our minds? Do 
they want a repetition of this state of things? If they do, let them have 
such a committee; we are prepared to appoint one. If they do not, and 
believe that prompt action is nec^essary, then I say that such action can 
only be taken through the agency of Government. You can lay down 
the policy, you can avsk the Government to do so and so, and having done 
that, you can make the Government responsible for the execution of that 
policy, the details being h‘ft to the Government and Government alone. 
Therefore, it is obvious fhat a committee should not be appointed, and 
the fii’st motion must fall through. 1 hope you will not accept it. 

* Then I coAe to the question of the framing of a programme. My 
friend, Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji, for whose knowledge, of local 
conditions I have great respect, fixes a time-Fimit of ten years; he says 
that a ten years’ programme should be framed. My friend, 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, says that we must make a survey of the 
areas which suffered from drought. My friend, Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy, 
also wants a comprehensive survey. Now, I desire to tell my friends that 
this is exactly what we are doing at the present moment in different 
ways. We have not done it by a flourish of trumpets; we have not got 
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adrertising agents, to proclaim our achievements to the outside world. 
We are doing our quiet work in the solitude, the silence and the seclu- 
sion of the Secretariat. We have been doing steady, useful and honest 
work, and let me tell you what we have been doing. I will give you an 
insight into our work— I will not call it an achievement. We hold that 
the questions of water-supply and anti-malarial operations are 
indissolubly linked together and go hand in hand. Perhaps a third ques- 
tion might also be added, and that is the improvement of agriculture. 
All these three things are inter-linked and go together. Whatever will 
reduce malaria, whatever will improve the water-supply and whatever 
will increase our agricultural prosj)erity are bound to a(‘t aTid react u|H)n 
one another and add to the health and prosperity of the coiinnunily. 
That is the view of the Government ; that is the object which Government 
seeks to accomplish. 

Not long ago Dr. Bentley along with Mr. Huntingford visited Jessore 
and made a thorough inspection of the neighbourhood, went round the 
place in connection with water-supjJy and anti-malarial o])era- 
tions. I had an opportunity of discussing the matter with Dr. Bentley. 
He has been able to collect valuable materials which will be available 
in solving the water-supply problem in the area effected. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: May I inquire how many days 
they stayed at Jessore? 

The Hcm’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: They stayed 
long enough for their purpose. I am not prepared to answer that ques- 
tion. I do not think anybody has a right to ask such a (juestion. 1 am 
amazed to find such a question coming from an hon’ble member who is 
usually cautious in his remarks. I say, Sir, that they stayed long 
enough for their purpose — you may take that on my authority — and they 
have collected valuable information which I am sure will be most useful 
for our water-supply scheme in the affected area. Wlien the scheme 
is laid before me I shall be happy to ask you (i>ointing to Dr. Jatindra 
Nath Moitra) to inspect it and favour Government with your opinion. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is the Hoirble Minister 
in order in addressing an individual member in that way? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: I think the Hon’ble Minister should 
be allowed to proceed. 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I claim. Sir, 
that I am perfectly in order. I am acquainted with Parliamentary pro- 
cedure and I know that when a member is interrupted, he is entitled 
to reply to the interruption. 

Next, our idea is to send out Dr. Bentley and Mr. Huntingford, andi 
if possible, the Director of Agriculture, to the various districts and 

11 A 
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ascertain the local conditions with a view to elaborate, schemes of water- 
supply and anti-malarial operations, and, if possible, of agricultural 
improvement. That is the position. As they proceed from district to 
district they will get their ideas and formulate their schemes. It is 
precisely what Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri wants; that is precisely 
what Balm Satish Chandra Mukharji wants; that is also what Mr. Tarit 
Bhusan Roy wants; and these are the things which are being 
done by us without a flourish of trumi)ets, and I hope that in view of 
what we are doing my friends will not press their motions so far as this 
particular matter is concerned. 

There is another point in this connection which I desire to emphasise. 
His Ex(iellency the Governor has been taking a keen interest in the water 
supply problem and I had an opportunity of discussing the matter with 
him. It is the intention of Government to convene a conference at an 
early date in the winter for the purpose of discussing this problem of 
water-Hupjdy for the whole of Bengal, and I am authorised to state that 
His Ex(ellency will open the conference. Representatives from the 
rural and urban areas will be invited to it, and will have an opportunity 
of discussing this important question and laying their views before it. 
Is it posible to devise any other machinery — (*.all it a committee or what- 
ever you like — more effective for the purjwse of focussing valuable 
information and expert opinion than a conference of this kind? I am 
sure the matured views of the conference will l)e carefully considered 
by the Government and an endeavour will be made to give effect to 
them. Therefore, it seems to me that in view of the conferenco w’hich 
we propose to hold, the apimintment of a committee or the formulation 
of a programme to which some of my friends have referred, is unneces- 
sary, and 1 hojK* and tru.st that they w^ill w^ithdraw their motions in this 
connection. 1 find that my friend, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, nods 
assent to my proposal. 

Then 1 come to the question of aidesian wells. 1 claim, in one 
sense, to have given an impetus to the whole movement in this regard, 
and I am surprised to find language used in the Council in regard to 
myself in this connection which should not have been used at all. 
Nobody bad thought of these tube-w'ells until we published the report 
f)f the Williams Committee and until we took part in some exjierimenis. 

Dr. JATINDRA MATH MOITRA: In my budget speech of the first 
year, lief ore you j>ublisbed the rejicrt, if you will look up the proceed- 
ings, you will see that I raised this point. 

The Hcm’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I am very glad 
to see that my friend anticipated it. At any rate if my friend has 
anticipated me, I may at least take the credit of having given an 
impetus, an unwonted impetus may I say, to the whole movement in 
connection with tube-wells, for the movement has now behind it the 
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authority of Government. Well then, Sir, evidently there is consider- 
able difference of opinion with regard to the efficacy of tube-wells. There 
are ai’eas in which tube-wells (‘annot be sunk, and where they will not 
work properly. The original motion of Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy 
was that there should be 20 tul)e-well8 in every district. 1 think 
that was his motion. It is absolutely impossible to have tubt*-wells in 
every district. Take, for instance, the district of Jaliwriguri. The 
District Board of Jalpaiguri has written to us to say tluit tube-wells 
are impossible in that district. Therefore, to ask this Council to accept 
a motion of that kind, viz., that there should be a tube-well in evt‘ry 
district is to ask the Council to agree to something which g(H*s against 
the considered opinion of the jx'ople conversant with local conditions. 
That projK/sition seems to me to be absolutely untenable, viz., that we 
should have 20 tube-wells in every district without reference to the 
character of the soil. Everything de|)ends u|K)n the nature of the soil; 
nor can we have tube-wells in the district of Bankura. My advisei*H tell 
me that in rocky and granite soil, tube-wells cannot be sunk and we 
have in Bengal districts which are rocky and where the soil is granite. 
That being so, that jiropositioii must be rejected. 

Then, Sir, much more untenable is the pro|K)sition of my friend over 
tliere, Babu liidu Bhushan Dutta. lie wants u tub(*-well in every lhann. 
We have 637 thanas. lie wants a tuU^-well in every one of tlnun, in 
Jalpaiguri, in Bankura, and indeed in every place, no matter what the 
conditions of the soil are. May I ask him with all deference whether 
he considers this to be a rca^onalde, a sound and resjn)nsible pr()|Kv.sition, 
which should be laid for the acce])tance ol this Council? 1 do not think 
so at all. Will my friend reconsider this matter in th(‘ light of the facts 
which 1 have meiitioiK'd and modify his views? Iherefon*, it is obvious 
that we cannot have a tube-well in every thana. It is obvious that w(‘ 
cannot have tube-wells in every district. 

My friend, Shah Syed Emdadul Ilaq, wants to hav(‘ 5(10 tube-wells for 
all Bengal. SomelKKly here has said that the <*()st of a tubc-widl is 
Bs. 800. My friend, l)r. Haridhan Dutt, has told us that the average 
cost is about Rs. 5,000. I think that he is nearer the mark. 1 think 
that there are tube^wells which cost Rs. 10,000 if the bore is big and 
if you have to go down to, say, 250 feet. Then again, there are tube- 
wells which cost a great deal less than that. Therefore, it would lx* a 
safe thing to say that on an average a tube^well costs Rs. 5,000. Five 
hundred tul)e-wells all over Bengal at a cost of Its. 5,0(K) would mean 
Rs, 25,00,000. 

Dr. JATIHDRA HATH MOITRA: What about the Japanese system? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Is it suitable 
for this country? Has it been tried here on any extensive scale? We 
cannot waste our money upon wild experiments. We have to do these 
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things very cautiously. We must, indeed sometimes, make experiments, 
and I may mention that in four places, experiments will shortly be made 
with tube- wells, viz., Bally, Pabna, Bogra and Rampur-Boalia. We 
want to give this system a trial. Our policy of water-supply is simple : 
it is to sink tube-wells wherever practicable, but where it is not, 
to re-excavate old tanks, and link them up if possible, with perma- 
nent sources of water-supply. 

My friend, Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, has made an admirable 
suggestion, viz., that we should apply to the rural areas the system which 
was in vogue in Calcutta, viz., that tanks should be re-excavated on the 
requisition of the local authorities. I think it is a good idea, and when 
the Local Self-Government Act comes to be revised, I have no doubt that 
Mr. Goode and Mr. Tindall will bear this in mind. Therefore, Sir, so 
far as the resolutions regarding these tube- wells are concerned, we 
cannot accept them. The matter has not been tested, and Government 
cannot embark uj>on doubtful measures and waste jmblic money. Gov- 
ernment i'eel their sense of responsibility in this connection which I 
am sure you will approve of. This disposes of all the resolutions 
regarding tube-wells. 

1 have already spoken on the resolution regarding the apiK>intment 
of a committee and also regarding the diuwing up of a programme. 
Lastly, 1 come to the resolution of my friend, Rai Jogendra Chunder 
Ghose Bahadur. He wants Rs. 2 lakhs to be made over to disti ict boards 
for watcr-supjdy purposes before winter. Well, 1 may be ]>repaied to do 
that by reappropriation of loans which are discharged by local bodies, 
if the district Imrds will come forward with definite schemes andi 
plans and place them on a business-like footing, so that we can advance 
the loans, I think that will satisfy my friend. 

One word more. I think that I may accept the proposition of my 
friend, Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, with an amendment. 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Will that money 
be given as a grant or as a loan P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Loan! 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Rai Jogendra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur wants the money as a grant and not as a loan 
if 1 understand him aright. 

The Hon’bie Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; wants only 
Rs. 2 lakhs and is quite satisfied with loans. I do not think that 
anybody has any right to put into his resolution a meaning which he 
himself does not put on it. 

Rti JOCINDRA CHUNDER eHOSE Bahukir: I want a grant and 
not a loan. 
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Tht HOfl»We Sir 8URENDRA MATH BANERJEA: We cannot 
give you a grant. We are prej>ared to give you what we have. I think 
I ha^e explained that we are prepared to advance a loan of two lakhs to 
district boards by reappropriation. I think my meaning Is (piite i>lain. 
There can be no dispute about it. You were (luite satisfied with it and 
would have remained so but for the interruption. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDEHT: The Hon’ble the Mitiister should 
address the Chair and not carry on a conversation with the memlsTs. 

The Hon’Wo Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: This is the form 
of the resolution which I think I may accept. 1 have modified it-- 

This Council recommends to the Oovernment to consider the (jues- 
tion of sinking tube-wells and renovating, restoring and re-excavating 
tanks for the supjdy of drinking water and of giving loans or making 
such grants to local authorities us may be practicabh^ and ne(‘essary.” 

That is the proiK)sition which I am prei)ared to acc ept on behalf of 
Government. I hoi)e that in view of wdiat I have said, my friends, who 
have moved the various resolutions, will withdiaw them. 

Babu KISHORi MOHAN CHAUDHURh So far as my resolution 
is concerned, in view of what the Hon’ble tli(‘ Minister has said, 1 k*g 
to withdraw it. 1 do not think that anything more is necessary. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUD0IN AHMED: Since the inaugura- 
tion of the Reforms, we have often been anius(*d with fin(‘ sjM‘eches 
with regard to the rural water-supply and we have been waiting and 
waiting to find something more substantial than fine s)M‘echt‘s whicli aie 
not suflicient to drive away malaria and water scarcity from the pro- 
vince. Before 1 submitted my resolution, 1 jnit the following (jucstion 
to the Hon’ble the Minister — unstarred question No. 87— which was 
replied to yesterday : — , 

• 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Deimrtment of liocal Self-(iov(‘rn- 
ment be pleased to say what stei>8 he projHises to take for removing the 
scarcity of drinking water in the rural areas ? 

(b) From what sources does the llon’ble the Minister propose to 
meet the cost of these works? * 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (h) 

Government cannot undertake ordinarily to provide funds in th(^ form 
of grants from provincial revenues for rural water-supjdy, as this is a 
local need which is more properly a charge on the funds of local bodies. 

You will see that the reply is Neither here nor there. It has 
shelved the real question that I put and there is no proper reply. 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I rise to a point 
of onlei’. 1 h it i)ermi88ible to make criticisms upon a question to winch 
an aiiHWer had been given in this Council P It is not in the nhture 
of a reply to the observations which I have just made. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASiMUDDIN AHMED: From the reply to 
this important question jmt by me it is clear there is no definite scheme 
l)efore the Ilon’ble the MinisU'r to lay before this Council. There- 
fore, there was no other alternative but to ask for a committee to work 
out a conipreliensive scheme for the whole province. In my resolution 
there is no suggestion whatsoever that all the activities of the G-overn- 
ment should be j) 08 tponed till the rej)ort of the committee is out. Of 
course it will take some time before a comprehensive scheme is pre- 
])ared for the whole province, but that does not mean that all the acti- 
vities of the (jrov(‘rnment should be suspended and that people should 
die of tliirst and malaria and other diseases for which the Hon’ble the 
Minister is so very anxious. If he is really so anxious, then he should 
not shelve the (piestion. In his reply, he said that this was a local 
need and that local bodies must find the money for that. I ask this 
House if there was money enough to helj) municiinilities, why should 
there not be money for helping local authorities in providing water- 
su])ply for the whole province? If we examine, for the last ten years, 
the amount expended on rural areas as well as municipalities, we will 
find that a very large amount has been exiiended in aiding and supple- 
menting the resources of municipalities, but tlieie is no reason why the 
same claim sliould not 1 m‘ put forward by the disti'ict l)oards as well. 
It has been said that since the surrender of the public works cess, the 
funds (d district boards have been greatly augmented and, thereiore, th<‘ 
district boards should bear the cost. At the same time, it must he 
borne in mind that since the surrender of the cess, many responsibilities 
have been imjmsed on district boards, such as, the entei-tainment of 
Health Officers, free vaccination and maintenance of doctors, charit- 
able dis]K*nsaries, and other things. After meeting all these charges, 
it will be seen that th(‘re is very little left to devote to the improve- 
ment of water-supply. The district boards are trying their best to 
imj)r(^ve the water-s\ipply as mucli as they can. As I have jK)inted out 
in my si^eech, in the case of the District Board of Pabiia, it would 
take 126 years la^fore it cpn sink one well in each village. That is 
a task which is an im|H>ssible one; the district boards cannot be 
ex looted to remove all the want of drinking water within a reasonable 
time. When 1 moved this resolution, my object was to prepare a 
scheme and at the same time to find out ways and means. I do not say 
that Government should jxiy the entire cost ; I simply say that it should 
be left to the committee to decide which would be the best way of pro- 
viding money for all these things? The Hon’ble the Minister has said 
that the committee will have to go to each district and stay there for 
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at leaat 15 days. I do not think that such a procedure would l)e neces- 
sary because the conditions obtaining in all the districts of the province 
are almost uniform. Districts can conveniently be classified into two 
or three classes and it will require only examination of these conditions 
to find out what scheme of water-supply would be best for a particular 
district or particular group of districts. For instance, the Hon’ble the 
Minister has said that tube-wells cannot be a success in jmrticular dis- 
tricts but that they would be suitable as regards other districts. Uy 
that way, the committee may classify the districts. As the Hon’ble 
the Minister has not yet succeeded in finding out any compit'hensive 
scheme for the whole province, there is no reason why he should come 
forward to opjxise this resolution which aims at the very thing winch 
he stands so much in need of. Then there have been some suggestions 
whether there should Ih.‘ a loan from (Government or a subsidy. My rt‘so- 
lution is silent on the ixiint liecause it is only the representatives 
of the jieople of the province who can say what would be tin* k'st way 
of helping the distiict boards. 1 may say here that district boards 
have not enough money for doing all their works. At piesent all the 
district boards of Bengal suffer more or less from want of money. 
This year as regards the District Board of Pabna, we pnqiared a budgid, 
but at the end of the year we found that w'e fell short liy about 
Rs. 20,000. We had to ask the District Engineer to (‘urtail the exjKMi- 
diture by that amount. That shows that there is not sufficient balance 
left in Die hands of the district boards to pay interest and so it will 
serve no useful jmrpose to give them a loan. On the contrary, as was 
pointed out by the Iloirble the Minister, the constiiictiun of drams in 
stagnant areas would serve admirably to improve agriculture as well as 
supply of pure drinking water: but this would reijuiiv a vast amount 
of money which neither the district boards nor this (Government is in a 
IKisition to grant. For this puriKise, we may have recourse to a big 
company with a capital of three or four crores, so that it may finaiU'C 
at the initial stage and it may reali.se the amount by instalments. The 
only thing necessary for that is that (jovernment sliould conn* forward 
with a guarantee that it would pay 7 or 8 pr cent, interest on the 
entire amount exiHUided. Then private individuals may come forward 
to form a comimny in order to finance all these projects. Take, for 
instance, the case of the Nadia District Board. There was a scheme 
for improving the Bhairal) and the estimated cost was alsmt Rs. 1(1 lakhs. 
Years have j^assed away and yet it could not do anything for want of 
money. If there were a limited (company able to lend Rs. 13 lakhs or 
Rs. 16 lakhs within a short time, wdth that sum the area could have 
been improved and the \ieoph knefited by that improvement would lx* 
in a position to pay the money. Of course, in the initial stage, the 
people cannot jiay, but you would soon put enough money into the 
hands of the people by improving agriculture and by improving sanita- 
tion. Then you can expect the money back by instalments, say, in ten^ 
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01 * twelve ypai's time. For this, I think, the activities of the Gk)vern- 
inent need not be suspended. The Committee, if appointed, would 
work out a comprehensive scheme for the whole province. 

Then again, the Hon^ble the Minister has said that he is prepared 
to lend Rs. 2 lakhs this year by way of reappropriation. What will 
it come to, if this sum is distributed among 26 districts? Only about 
Rs. 8,000 or HO will go to a district. What help will that render to 
the district boards? There are, on an average, in a district some 6,000 
villages and to provide each village with a tank or well would take 
about a century. These isolated acts w^ould not be of much use. So, 
before we can spend our money, we must have a comprehensive scheme 
for the whole province and after that we can launch on a particular 
policy leaving the details to be worked out by district boards and other 
local authorities. We must have a scheme prepared by experts, such 
as, engineers, representatives of local bodies and other gentlemen who 
are best able to 8i)eak on the subject. With these words, I beg to 
submit that this resolution is a most harmless one and the Hon'ble the 
Minisler himself, by his actions if not by his words, supported the view 
that there is a need for a committee which must be appointed to find 
out a comprehensive scheme for the whole province. 

B^U AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to move that the question be 
now jiut. We have thoroughly discussed the questions. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT! There are three asi)ect8 of the ques- 
tion, viz.— 

(!) the appointment of a committee; 

( 2 ) sinking of tulie-wells; 

(/>) setting apart a sum sufficient for water-supply. 

I would ask Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy to reply to his ]X)r- 
tion. 

Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, I see, is absent, so I call upon 
Rai Jogendra ('bunder Ohose Bahadur to speak. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to a i)oint of order. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I moved that the question be now 
put. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I am already in 
]K)sse88ion of the HoUvSe. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I will put the motion for closure to 
the Council. 

The Ayes being 68 and the Noes 5, the motion for closure was 
carried. 
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TIW DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur has 
handed over to me the modified form of his resolution. It runs as 
follows : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government to consider the ques- 
tion of sinking tube-wells and renovating, restoring and re-eic^ivuting 
tanks and of granting such loans or grunts to local authorities for the 
purpose, as may be necessary and practicable.” 

Bsbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May 1 a.sk the Ilon’ble the Min- 
ister whether by accepting this resolution he accepts the iM)sitiou that 
the Government should tackle the question of water-supply in I'ural 
areas? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Certainly no . 

The motion in the above amended form was then put and agreed to. 

The motions standing in the names of Khan Bahadur Maulvi M asi- 
muddin Ahmed, Mr. Ilu.seyn Shaheed Suhrawardy and Balm Indu 
Bhu, shall Dutta were then put and lost. 

Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghosh Bahadur’s resolution was accepted in 
the following amended form: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a sum of 
Rs. 2,00,000 be allotted as grants or loans us the Government may think 
fit and practicable to the district boards during the next cold weather 
for the supply of drinking water in the villages.” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Will the llon’hle Minister 
lie jilea.sed to state whether the two lakhs whu h he pi(>|M)ses to allot in 
grants or loans will he given to one district in Western Bengal and one 
district in Eastern Bengal? 

The Hon'ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It would lie 
allotted for the whole of Bengal. 

Shah Syed Emdadul Haq’s amendment No. 9 consequently fell 
through. 

Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri’s resolution was then, hy leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy's resolution was then put and lost. 


8taff Beleotion Board. 

Maulvi A. K. FAIL-UL HAQ: In the absence of Mr. S. Mahboob 
Aley, with the permission of the Council, I move that this ( ouncil 
recommends to the Government that a staff selection board consisting 
(Jf oflBcial and non-oflicial members, in which there shall be a due pro- 
portion of Muhammadans, be appointed to receive applications from and^ 
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to «elect candidates for all appointments under the disposal of the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal. 

It may be argued that after the notification issued by Government 
introducing the system of comf)etitive examinations for recruitment 
to some of the sei vices, a resolution like this has lost much of its force. 
But I will submit to this Council that there are many services for which 
no system of com])etitive examination for the purpose of recruitment 
can be introduced nor has any such system l)een introduced for tliese 
services. 

As r(‘gards the services for which is system of competitive examina- 
tion has l)een or is going to W introduced, 1 shall ix>int out to the 
(Council that the rules are extremely defective and, if time |>ermiis, we 
shall discuss these rules in this Council and point out the defects with 
a view to their modification. I think there is a very strong case^for 
the appointment of a staff scdection board, as suggested in this resolu- 
tion. 1 am not, in urging this matter ujxm the attention of the ('ouncil, 
adopting a sort of mendicant policy either for the Muhammadan com- 
munity or for any of the minorities who form the inhabitants of this 
community. The question of appointments to the public services is 
always an important one for all the communities inhabiting this coun- 
try; and it always bristles with difficulties. Various considerations 
have got to be taken into account; various conflicting claims have got 
to be considered; and for a Government like the British Government, 
vaiious conflicting interests have not only to be considered, but justice 
and fairness and above all a due regard to the re(iuirements for efficiency 
in the juiblic services have got to be kept in view in filling up vacancies 
in the various services. SjKsaking on behalf of one of the communi- 
ties, viz., the Muhammadan communitv, I think T can say, without fear 
of contradiction, that my community has not had a fair repr(‘sentation 
in the public services up to the present moment. An illustration of 
what usually happens was afforded by the answer given to a question 
put by Maiilvi Bafi Fddin Ahmed regarding appointments in the Cus- 
toms Dejiartment, Tn the reply it was pointed out that in that depaii- 
menf tlnu'c is at presemt one Muhammadan appraiser and the (juestion 
was init as to whether there was any attempt made to secure (jualified 
Muhammadans for the department; the answer was that suitable 
Muhammadan candidates were not forthcoming and that was the reason 
why there is one Muhammadan officer in that department. Two in- 
stances were pointed ewi in which the gentlemen who had been appointed 
could not claim to ]iosse.ss high Fniversity qualification and their 
appointment was defended on the ground that they possessed character 
and intelligence befitting them for the post of appraiser. Now, Sir, 
character and inttdligence are terms which have various meanings and 
there cannot be any hard and fast rule laid down for testing character, 
and intelligence and, therefore, the appointments rest on the sweet 
will of the person making the appointments, to judge whether certain 
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candidates possess the necessary character or the requisite intelligence; 
or in other words, the person making the appointments can reject whom- 
soever he likes and can appoint whomsover he chooses; and as a matter 
of fact he can be a kind of despot. For the exercise of this kind of 
desixdism, Muhammadan candidates have suffered and suller so much 
that in this department, viz., the Customs, there is only luie Muham- 
madan. Can it be urged for one moment that for a ceiiturv and a 
half that this department has been in existence no Muhammadan could 
be found ]X)ssessing either the cliarac'ter, the intelligence or the edu(‘a- 
tional qualification required for the discharge of the duties in the 
Custom? I say that Muhammadans have not been a]>|>ointed lu*cause 
of the whims or caprices of those who made the a}>]H)intments, and as 
there was no authority to urge the claims of Muhammadans, these 
gentlemen w^ent on giving appointments to whomsoi'ver they liked and 
rejected whomsoever they chose, without any protest from any (juaiter. 
] submit that this is the wav in which Muhammadan claims have been 
overlooked. I therefore urge that a committee consisting of oliicial 
and non-official members should he appointed to reiadve apjdicaiions 
from and select candidates, and if there is any injustice done, it will 
be in the jiower of the committee to have the wrong righted. Th<‘r(* 
are various de]>artments under the (tovcunment of Bengal in whiidi the 
posts or at any rate the ministerial |M)sts will not he thrown ojHm to 
competition. It is very nec(‘ssary that there should la* some check on 
the whims and caprices of thos(* wlio make tin* aj>fH>iii(ments It is 
no good saying that {iualiti(‘d Muhammadans are not forthcoming. 1 
am not one of these — and I do not think that there is a single Muham- 
madan member in this Council — who will urg(‘ that Muhammadans who 
are not (lualified should ever be given ]x)sts in the ]uihlic servic(‘s. la't 
some minimum qualifications be put and as soon as Muhammadans 
])ossessing these qualifications are forthcoming, they sliouhl at once 
be given ap])ointments in order to afford a chance to the members of 
this community to qualify themselves for the public s(‘rvice. IVrhajis 
the Government member will say that there is no lack of effort on the 
part of the Government. It is with great regret we say that althougli 
there has been no lack of grmd intentions on the part of tin* G()vernm(*nt, 
there has certainly been lack of genuine effort. There have* been cir- 
culars after circulars issuerl and the.se circulars are now to lie found in tlie 
dusty shelves of the Secretariat. They are honoured more in th(‘ir hn‘ach 
than in their observance. The circulars regarding the apjiointment (»f 
Muhammadans in the public departments hav(‘ been a d<‘ad letter. It is 
(mlv the Secretariat appointments which are verv mucli in the pul>lic 
eve and there the Muhammadan claims are somewhat considered. 
There are hundreds of other department under the Government in the 
public services where vacancies occur and where* the Muhammadans 
have not a ghost of a chance: and these apix)intments never see the 
light of day, because no opportunity is given to anybody to ventilate it 
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in public. We have not got a press and we have not got any power to 
force the Government to consider our claims. It therefore always 
depends on the sweet will of the person who makes the appointments. 
For a particular candidate, the person making the selection may have 
a dislike and as soon as an opportunity occurs, he comes forward with 
the plea that the candidate does not come up to the standard of neces- 
sary qualifications. By all means lay down the necessary qualifica- 
tions and as soon as those qualifications are found in the candidate, I 
say that minorities as well as backward communities such as the 
Muhammadans should be given their due share in the public apix)int- 
ments. I am not going to accept the plea that qualified Muhammadan 
candidates are not forthcoming. Sitting in my office from six in the 
morning till midnight, I come across hundreds of young men who {assess- 
ing the requisite qualifications are not successful in getting a^iy 
appointments. I have been often told how their claims have been 
systematicially ignored in almost all the branches. It is no use telling 
us that circulars have been issued, but as 1 have already said, these 
circulars are honoured more in their breach than in their observance. 
I will now bring my remarks to a close; but I like to hear what the 
Government Member has to say and then I will submit what I have got 
further t(» say by way of reply. With these remarks, T commend my 
resolutions to the acceptance of the House. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: It is not at all 

pleasant for me to say anything which might be construed as going 
against the interests of the Muhammadans; but this resolution before 
you is one which takes a man^s breath away. The mover asks to do 
away with conijx^titive examination. Is that the way in which we are 
to conduct business here? We had passed a resolution by an over- 
whelming majority, I may say almost by the unanimous vote of this 
CouiKul and Government have talrendy laken action upon it. Now 
against that, Sir, what is this that every appointment at the disposal 
of the Government of Bengal should l>e made by a committee? Should 
the head of the department have no voice in the matter? Is this the 
way in which the business should be conducted? Favouritito has 
ruined my fellow-countrymen — the Muhammadans. I know that as a 
matter of fact 20 years ago the Bar was strongly represented bv the 
Muhammadan community and my friend, Maulvi Sirajiil Islam, and other 
Muhammadan lawyers were the shining lights who held their own 
against the l>est Hindu pleaders. But now what do we find? On 
account of the backstairs influence there are onlv two or tln*ee men in 
the Bar. It is not necessary to say any thing further. 

Mr. H. BARTON: I feel I must very strongly oppose any measure 
which has for its object the intrusion of any committee on the rights of the 
heads of departments to make their choice in filling up appointments in 
the way which has been suggested in this resolution. I do not think it is 
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right that in any matters relating to appointments apprehensions of this 
sort should arise on racial lines. I do not think it can be proved that 
heads of departments draw any particular distinctive lines as between 
various communities. Departmental heads must have for their various 
works those who are best Qualified for the appointments; there are vari- 
ous ways and means which the qualifications of candidates are tested and 
I do think that the discretion should be left entirely to the heads of 
departments to select and appoint those who suit their purpose best. 

I am also opposed to the intention in this resolution of claiming pro- 
tective rights for Muhammadans. I have nothing against Muham- 
madans, but it would appear that whatever else is done in the matter of 
appointments, the rights of the Muhammadans shall l)e first protei ted. 
I question the right of any community whether Hindu or Muhammadan 
or Anglo-Indian or any other in a matter of this kind, to claim special 
protection for its members. I think that this matter should be left 
entirely to the heads of departments and there should be strong (d))ecti«>n 
to allowing any particular community to intrude upon the rights of 
departmental heads. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAH DUTTA: I have to oppose this resolution, 
and T shall do it by illustration. I come from a part of the (>ountr\ where 
the population is two-thirds Mussulman and one-third Hindu. The 
respectabe Muhammadan community have of late improved a g(H)d deal 
as regards their English education, and they are very mmdi in evidence; 
yet at the same time when the (juestion of selection to an oflice bearer's 
position in any local body is concerned, the princi[dp that regulates their 
conduct is the numerical strength of the people, and not their ability, 
their honesty or their integrity. If this is underlying the ])riiiciple of 
this resolution, the less said about it the better, and we should not in any 
way tie the hands of the Executive. I remember in th? beginning of 
this Council the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdvan said 
that for the difficult task of administration "we recpiire the best brains 
and these brains have got to be imported, if nec(‘ssarv, from abroad. 
If that was a necessity, is it not also a necessity to have the best matei*ials 
from amongst ourselves? What is the good of ear-marking this parti- 
cular community or that for any particular appointment? lor some 
years now we have seen a sort of idea getting abroad— T do not know 
whether it has got any real foundation or not— that the more you can 
put into the head of Government that a particular conmiunity should 
have preferential treatment, the better for that community. 

MaulviA. K. FAZL-ULHAQ: I never sujjpented it. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I did not mention your name. 
1 8ay in addre.s»es cominfr from particular comniiinifies, not only Muham- 
madans, but others as well, they always try to press their communal 
interest ; it is bad for the whole country that communal interest is pressed 
in season and- out of season. We should be one community instead of 
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so many different casteH and creeds. I da not think my friend, the pre- 
sent mover of the resolution, who is considered to be a leader of the people 
wiH s<) far as to say that he believes in this sort of communal repre- 
sentation or partial or preferential treatment of a particular community; 
the basis of his argument seems to be that among Muhammadans there 
is no dearth of men of real merit. Certainly there are a large number of 
Muhammadans of real merit, but it will be indirectly putting the thin 
end of the wedge into the •general principle which has been accepted by 
Government that the selection for the higher posts should be by com- 
])etitive examination only, and a« it will affect the principle of competitive 
examinations, on general grounds, I think this matter of communal repre- 
H(*ntntion should not be brought in, in an indirect way. Another thing 
is that if you give somehow or other a semblance of communal representa- 
tion to a particular community in any matter, you will find the members 
of that community will try io extend that system in all matters. There- 
fore, I urge upon this Council, and particularly the community which 
comes in for discussion in this particular resolution, that this matter 
sliould not l)e ])ressed; Government can always protect the rights of par- 
ticular communities, and they have been doing so. Nothing prevented 
Governmeni from appointing two Muhammadan (Councillors to' some 
Government billets last year, though it cannot be affected that theie were 
not better candidates among other (‘ommunities. Is it to cudgel Govern- 
ment to be more indulgent that the subject under discussion is mooted? 

So, I oppos(‘ this resolution as it stands. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: The resolution 
which has been put forward by the learned mover demands consideration. 
It pains me that this resolution involves a question of racial interests; 
that should be avoided in the Council Chamber and I say with all humility 
to the learned Maulvi that he should withdraw this resolution. It is a 
question which, if pressed, will rise bitter controversy among several 
communities, and, therefore, my respectful submission to him is that he 
should withdraw the resolution. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: Speaking on behalf of the 
backw^ard classes, in general and of the Namasudra community in par- 
ticular, I feel inclined to endorse some of the grievances that have been 
enumerated by the mover. I shall give only one example to show that 
the present system of recruitment to the various seiwices of Government 
is not at all satisfactory. Last year there were about 20 candidates for 
the post of sub-registrars from the Napiasudra community alone, and 
most of those candidates were graduates. None of them, however, was 
given an apix>intment. I hope it will not be contended, even by the 
great champion of Chittagong, that a graduate is not qualified for a sub- 
registrarship. 

The resolution under discussion has been objected to on another 
ground, namely, the ground of communal interests. It has been said 
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that communal interest should iwt be brouplit before (he Council. But 
it is forgotten that as individuals make up u community, so communities 
make up the population of the provinces and as such the interests of the 
province simply mean the interests of the various commuiiiiics taken in 
their entirely and combination. I, therefore, do not understand that 
kind of proposition, which endeavours to serve the interests of the 
jwovince, and at the same time neglect the interests ol the ditferent com- 
iTiunities of which the province is composed. 

One outstanding^ factor in the consiitntion of the people of J-ien^^il 
should always be borne in mind. That tacior is this; out oi the 4(i mil- 
lions of the iXHipIe of Ren^ml, Muhammadans form prr eeiit.. their 
backward classes beinp: no less than ten millions stron^^ lorm about ‘Jh ]>er 
cent. Therefore the Muhammadans and the backward classes taken to- 
gether form about three-fourths of the entire population of Heno-al. How 
can one expect to serve the best interests of a province and at the same 
time if^niore the interests of thre(‘-fourths of its i>opulation. I do not 
understand. 

I re^Tet to remark that it is only a limited class, standing to /.j^ain ai 
the coat of the best interests of the jirovince, that always talks of conn 
petitive examination; but if we analyse this contention closely in the 
light of the foregoing resolution we shall find that there is something 
very rotten behind it. 

My submission now is this: A .selection hoard has been formed and 
let us see how it w’orks. If it does not work satisfactorily it w'ill be time 
then to bring forward a resolution of this character. 1, therefore, think 
that the resolution is to some extent premature. 

BabuKISHORI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: I am extremely sorry 
that a resolution like this has been brought forward by my respected 
friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq, that we should have communal rejne- 
sentation in public services and elsewhere. 1 have no intention of giving 
offence to my friends here or outside, and I reijiiesl ni\ friend sincerely to 
withdraw the resolution, or not to press for any decision of tliis (^mncil 
on this matter. It is a matter in which we should he very, very careful; 
degeneration in public offices shouTd be guarded against. It is not 
because certain communities preponderate in population, therefore all 
public offices should be divided in that proportion. Kdiication and 
character ought to be given special prefenmee. If my friend had asked 
that in every appointment, whether it he made by the district authorities 
or headquarters, a competitive test should he held of the candidates, and 
W'hatever the caste, creed or colour of them he, only merit should he 
given preference to, that would have been rather intelligible. 

In Bengal there are b2 ])er cent. Muhammadans. My friend, Mr. 
Nirode Behary Mullick, says that the Namasudrus are also in large num- 
bers in the province, but the fact is quite patent that out of the 52 per 
cent. Muhammadans in Bengal, very few are literate. The crit^uion 
should not be whether the Muhammadan is qualified or not, but he slum id 
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be given preference if he ntands first in qualifications and other things; 
that ought to be our guiding principle. In my district of Rajshahi there 
are, I believe, 85 per cent. Muhammadans; on a certain occasion when 
it was decided that Muhammadan friends should be given preference on 
the municipal board for Chairmanship, a certain gentleman was selected, 
but very soon he had to resign. In the district board we had to import 
a gentleman from another district, fortunately my friend, Khan Bahadur 
Emaduddin Ahmed came there. There seems to be a tendency 
here and theie, nowadays, to think of communal representation. We 
should be Indians first, or Bengalis first and then Hindu or Muham- 
madan ; it should he our sp(*cial endeavour that merit should be given 
])reteience to anything else. Be(*ause certain persons came from a 
zamindar family, he sliould get preferen(‘e, or because he is a Muham- 
madan, he should get preference, is not the correct idea. It will be a 
mistaken policy and we should not proceed on that. It is high lime that 
this glowing tendency should be contiadi(‘ted, and the leaders of the 
Muhammadan community should not come here to fight over it. We 
should try to be friendly and to act in concei’t and not to (juarrel over 
these matters. We should md be playthings in the hands of our enemy. 
We should go hand in hand, l^et our best sons, whether Hindu or Muham- 
madan or Namasudra, get the best, aiqHiintments in the jniblic services. 
If there are Muhammadan boys who have been educated, and if they are 
in hundreds, there are Hindus and others in thousands; lei the national 
aim be to strive to direct the energies of these young men to other direc- 
tions and not to (|uarrel about particular appointments. We should not 
say that because Hindus pnqMMuhuate in education, therefore, every 
appointment should be given to them. That is not my contention; let 
the best man get it. During tin* ]>artition days this was given promi- 
nence by (jovernment to a (*ertain extent, and they are to blame for that, 
but let some appointments be reserved for the backward community. We 
should not quarrel over these things, but should act in a friendly manner 
and send our boys to W trained in other technical directions — Agri- 
culture or other industries, liet them pros]>er ’in some other way, 
let them not be enemies ov(w these |)etty things. 

With these remaiks, I would reiiuest the mover to withdraw his 
resolution. 

Mr# 8YED NA8IM ALl! 1 fully support the resolution w'hich has 
been moved by Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haej. I think there is a good deal 
of misapprehension in the minds of our Hindu friends regarding the 
a(‘tuul meaning of this resolution. Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur has said that Muhammadans were very fond of favouritism, 
and that is the cause of their present downfall. Of course, when such 
a broad statement is made, it is very difficult to reply to such a state- 
ment in so short a time; after all we find that in spite of this the Muham- 
madans are advancing in education and in all matters by leaps and 
bounds, In spite of that fftct the Muhammadans are not lagging behind. 
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Mr. Bartou has .stiid that this Council should not intorfere with the 
discretion which the heads of the deiwrtments will have to exercise in 
the selection of their own officers. Certainly discretion must not be 
exercised, but this Council simply wants to lay down a certain principle 
which should lx; kept in view by the heads of the departments in the 
exercise of that discretion. This discretion must In' exercised, no 
duobt, but while exercisin(t that discretion certain princiides should 
be followed. To me it seems that this resolution intends to have a 
selection board so that there may be a sufficient number of Muham- 
madan candidates selected for comix'titive examinations, where ap|H)inl- 
ments will be made by coin|H'titive examination, and also to cover cases 
in which aiiixrintments will 1 m‘ made either by nomination or by some 
other method. Now, Sir, in the last 1. C. S. selwtion Ixxird, a 
Muhammadan was taken in to see that a certain projxtrtion of Muham- 
madans do fret an op|xtrtunity of sitting at the 1. C. S. examination. 
Everyone knows that the Muhammadans have pot to laboiy under special 
difficulties in the matter of education. In fact, with repard to most of 
them, it is the first peneration. Therefore, you mipht find many advan- 
fapes under which a Hindu candidate or a Hindu student mipht ha>e 
reeeiv(>d his education, hut take the case of a Muhammadan student 
who has received his education under special difficulties; consider the 
merits, hut (lie merits must he considered of the individual candidate; 
one has received education under very favourable circumstances and 
the otlier under most disadvantapes circunistances ; that mipht account 
for the difference in the list of successful candidates of the University. 
Hut as lepards the inherent merits, it mipht lx- that one candidate is 
fur sui'erior to the other. These an* the facts which the Muhammadan 
member of the sidection hoard will Ix' able to point to the other mem- 
IxM's of the hoard, so that the merits of the individual candidates can 
be considered. It may he said that the members of the hoard, even 
if not Muhammadans, can consider these thinps, hut it may he said 
(hat those pentlemen who are not Muhammadans, who are not six'ci- 
ally aciiuainted with the six-cial difficulties of the Muhammadan can- 
didates will not he able to jdai'e the special difficulties of the Muham- 
madan candidates before the hoard, and what the resolution wants is 
that there should be a sufficient numlier of Muhammadans on the 
selection hoard who would ixiint out the difficulties and disadvantapes, 
the merits of particular candidates, so that the board mav as a whide 
consider the resix>etive merits of the candidates. In the absence of 
anv such mernWr, injustice may he done to several candidates, 1 do 
not say intentionally, hut on account of ipnorance of the state of 
affairs; so what the resolution aims at is that in these matters where 
the appointment will he made by direct competition, a selection board 
will have to be formed, and on that hoard there oupht to lie a due pro- 
portion of Muhammadan members who will see that a sufficient num- 
ber of Muhammadans are sent up for the competitive examination. 
In the circular of the Government there is also a clause that if any 
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particular commuuity is not sufficiently represented, that will l>e taken 
into consideration. So, Sir, Rai Jo^endra Chunder Ohose Bahadur’s 
apjireheiision that the object of the resolution is to do away with the 
comiK^titive examination is not founded on fact. It does not want 
to do away with the competitive examination at all. Let there be a 
comj)etitive examination but let there l)e a selection board where there 
should be a sufficient number of Muhammadans who will see that a 
sufficient number of Muhammadans are sent up for that examination. 

As rej,mrds the other appointments which are to he made by nomina- 
tion, there are certain ^lifficulties, and my friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl- 
ul Ha(] has ])ointed them out. It is a matter of common knowledge, 
especially in West Bengal, that in many districts, as far as the appoint- 
ment of ministerial officers are concerned, there are very few Muham- 
madans. What is the reason? Of course, clerks in the munsif’s or 
sub-judge’s courts, or in the collectorate can l>e had from the Muham- 
madan community. Of course there might have been a time when a 
sufficient number of Muhammadans was not available, but I think we 
have now got a sufficient number who can discharge the duties of these 
ministerial officers. There are various ways to give effect to, or rather 
to remove this particular giievance of the Muhammadan community. 
In many circulars issued bv Oovernment it was distinctly said that 
while making appointments of ministerial officers, the District Magis- 
trate should see that at least one-third of the total number were taken 
from that particular community. The difficulty is about information; 
in most cases the Muhammadan candidates do not get information ; in 
fact, there are many instances in which it has been found that there 
are a large numl>er of Muhammadan candidates and these cannot avail 
themselves of the opiX)rtunity, on account of the ignoiunce of the 
vacamT. Such things are not uncommon. There are particular 
(Tunmunities who have got s|K*cial facilities for getting in- 
formation on ai'count of the fact that meifibers of those communities 
are already holding ap]>ointment8 in tho.se offi(‘es, and can inform their 
friends aiid relations. There is no intention to encroach uix)n the 
rights of Hindu friends. There is no intention to curtail the rights of 
anv ])articular community, but in justice and e(iuitv where there are 
suitable Muhammadan candidates who can equally discharge the duties 
of these offices, the.se Muhammadans should be given special facilities 
for this ])ai'ticular purpose. It may be said that these ministerial 
officers mav be appointed by competitive examination in which Muham- 
madans will be represented, and the best Muhammadans will be taken. 
It is not the object of the present resolution to encroach upon the rights 
of other communities, but simplv to give the Muhammadans their legi- 
timate .share. It is often said that ap|>ointments in public .services should 
not ]>e based on other considerations except that of merit. But it is 
very difficult to define merit. A man may be a first class M.A. but he 
may be all the same worthle.ss so far ns his administrative ability is 
concerned. He may be a good philosopher or a good professor, but 
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may not be a good Deputy Magistrate or a good Judicial Officer. Merit 
does not always count University qualifications. There may be a 
Muhammadan graduate who may not be a first class mathematician or 
a philosopher but his common-sense, his sharpness of intellet^t and other 
circumstances may especially fit him for the ix)st and, therefore, there 
should be a special selection board who would consider all these things 
and if it is found in a {mrticiilar cast* that, apart from University quali- 
fications, there are other things necessary, then that parti(‘ular selection 
board will consider those individual cases. So the resf)lution does not 
in any way want to do away with comiietitive examinations or to cur- 
tail the rights of my Hindu friends. What the resoluticm wants is 
this: That you take the best Muhammadans, you have given them 
opportunities of having a larger share in the administratiim of the 
country. You have agiced to give us due share in the dolilM*j‘ation of 
this (\)uncil by giving us a certain numW of s(*ais, you have given us 
this resjmsible jxisition, you have allowed us to take part in the 
deliberations which result in legislation of this particular province. 
Certainly, the Muliammadans can fairly demand, without in any way 
trying to impair or curtail the rights of other communities, a right to 
have also some share in the administration of our own country. That 
is not, I think, an unfair demand. But w'hat is the due pioportion 
which should l)e given and how much should b(* given is a matter wliich 
should be left to the heads of departments coTH‘ei*n(*d. AVith tlu'se few 
remarks T fully su])]K)rt the resolution moved by Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul 
Haq. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I do feel that in the matter 
of getting appointmei^s, the Muhammadans do not get tliat opjHU’tinnty 
w'hich they should get. This is one of my firmest convictions and 1 
am for giving them such facilities as would at least give them e<jua! 
opjairt unities having ecjual (jualifications to aspin* to different j)osts 
under the Government or in public bodies. This is all that I have got 
to say. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: This resolution, when I read 
it for the first time, — 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I might remind the membtu* that ho 
got only five minutes within w'hich he is to finish his spech. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL BahaAir: This resolution, when I 
read it for the first time, did not in any way give rise to my mind that 
it was intended as a step towards what is called communal representa- 
tion in public services. As regards the Muhammadan employment in 
the public services, there cannot be two opinions that there should be an 
adequate number of competent Muhammadans in Government service. 
But, Sir, I am rather surprised with (he form of the resolution, though 
the speeches show^ that it is intended to secure an adequate number of 
Muhslmmadans in public services. This resolution is so framed as to 
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take away practically all the responsibility from Government and to 
vest it in the selection board in the matter of all appointments. That 
is a retrograde step. The Council can only lay down a general prin- 
ciple and 1 think the Council have laid down, not only during the time 
when the reformed Council came into existence but before the present 
Council was inauguraied, that suitable candidates should be selected 
after competition in all ap|X)intments as far as practicable. And in 
this Council, after the reformed scheme, came into being, resolutions to 
that effect had been moved and had been supported not only by the 
Hindu members but also by Muhammadan members. I consider this 
resolution to be a retrograde step as going backward from the resolu- 
tions passed from time to time by this Legislative Council. Much has 
been said in the speech of Mr. Syed Nasim Ali which I have followed with 
great interest. He adheres to the principal of competition for select- 
ing suitable candidates, but 1 fail to understand that, although by com- 
petition a suitable candidate, wherever possible, can be selected, he 
holds that iiresiXH'tive of the merit or the eligibility of the candidates 
due weight sliould be given as regards the nationality of the candidate. 
Well, Sir, T think if in the selection of a candidate for any particular 
]X}st, there is a Hindu element juedominating in a particular depart- 
ment, surely Government will duly consider the claims of equally fit 
Muhammadan candidates. Surely my friend does not mean to say that 
in the case of a matriculated Muhammadan, as compared with that of a 
distinguished non-Muhammadan candidate who is far sui)erior to him, 
that tile Government at the sacrifice of efficiency should select the 
inferior candidate on the ground of nationality. I think the proposed 
selection board will greatly hamiH*r the GovernnuMit, will prejudice the 
services and will jirejudice the interests of my HWihammadan friends. 
As it at ])iesent stands, I believe our Muhammadan friends, wdio are 
making rapid progress in the van of education, will get, as they are 
gradually getting, larger shai'e in the services and in the patronage of 
Government. It is no use empliasising that we sympathise with the 
Muhammadan fihmds when we say that we do want them to take a 
larger share in the administration and in the public services of the coun- 
try. But at the same time we wish that they should befit themselves 
pio]>erly to take their pro|)er place. I reix*at, this resolution, if it is 
passed, will be a retrograde step. Further, Government will no longer 
Ih* res])oiisible for the efficiency of the public services and the whole 
blame will fall on the selection board. If the standard fails, the selec- 
tion board and the Legislative Council will l)e blamed and we shall have 
no right to call the Government in question if anything goes wrong. 
I therefore think this resolution should not be accepted. 

Adjournment 

The Council was jffien adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 
' 25th August, 1922, at tne Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Preoaedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assemblod under the 
provisions of the Covernment of India Aot 

The Counoil met in the Council Chamln*r in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 25th August, 1922, at 3 i*.m. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hon'hle the four Memberf 
of the Executive Council, the Hon’hle the three Ministers, and 96 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Cost of construction of Kidderpore Bridge. 

•XXXIV. Sir ASUT08H CHAUOHURI: With reference to the 
reply given to my starred (luestion No. XVlll on the .‘Ird duly, 1922, 
will the ITon’tde the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation 
be pleased to slate the probable difference in the amount of costs likely 
to he incurred in tlie construction of the Kidderj)ore Hridge if the con- 
tractors are paid for steel, etc. — 

(i) at the rate prevailing in the market at the juesent time; and 

(ii) at the tendered rate I' 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon'hle the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (i) Unices 5.70,000. 

(ii) Rupees 7,22,837. 

Members of Council as nonM>fflcial visitors of Jails. 

•XXXV. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Dejiartment of Revenue (.lails) be jfleased to 
state what action, if any. has l)een taken to give effect ttf the amend- 
ment of the Hon’hle Sir Abd-ur-Rahira, Kt., carried during the last 
winter session of the Rengal Legislative Council, to the resolution 
regarding the appointment of members of the la-gislative Council as 
ejt-oficio visitors of the jails located in their respective cjonstituenciesf 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’hle Mr. H. L. Stephenson): The member is referred to the 
answer to starred question No. LXII on this subject put by Rai Nibavan 
Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur at the meeting of the 10th July, 1922. 
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*XXXVI. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will theHon'ble 
the Member in ehar^?e of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state— 

(i) wlietlier the Oivil Surgeon of a district is almost always the 

Sn|)eriiitendent of the district jail; and 

(ii) wlietlier the Assistant Surgeon in charge of a subdivision is 

generally not the Sui)erintendent of the subsidiary jailP 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what is the reason for 
this difFerentiation P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) u) Yes. 

(ii) Yes. 

(h) In the case of a subsidiary jail the Assistant or Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon at the snlulivisional headijiiarters is, it (lualified, apixiinted 
Deputy Superintendent of the Jail. If he is an Assistant Surgeon, he 
receives an allowance of Rs. 20 for this duty, if a Sul)-Assistant Sur- 
geon, of Rs. 10. The Subdivisional Officer is e.r-officio Superintendent 
of the subsidiary jail but the jiost carries with ii no remuneration. 
The syslem voiks salisfaclorily and the Indian Jails Committee 84 W no 
reason to recommend any change in it. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Do I understand from the 
Ilon’ble iMember’s rejdy that in order to helj) the Assistant and Sub- 
Assistanl Surgeons jiemniiarily this differential ion is being maintained 
by (iovernmentP 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr, H, L. STEPHENSON: The arrangement is, as the 

hon’ble member says, that if the Assistant or Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
are plained in ( barge of jails, they get no allowance. 


Plans for development of Industries in Bengal. 

*XXXVIk Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minisler in charge of the Department of Agriculture 
and Industries be pleased to state whether the Superintendents of Indus- 
tries have submitted their plans for the development of Industries of 
^his Presidency P 

(h) If so, what are those plans P 

(c) How far has action lieen taken on those plans P 

(d) When do the Government expert to translate all the recom- 
mendations into action? 
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MINISTER in obarge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE ami 
INDUSTRIES (tho Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaufihuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) The SuiKniiitendenis of Industries from time to 
time make suggestions for the development of industries in their 
resi^ctive j urisdietions. 

(t), (r) and (d) II is not possible to f^Mve a list of all the supffifes- 
tions made. These ar(' considered by the Director of Industries as they 
are received, and action is taken on such of them as are considen'd 
practical. 


Newspapers publishing sale notifioatione. 

^XXXVIII. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Meml)er in char^'e of the »ludi(‘ial Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement vshowinpf— 

(i) the newspaiKM’s in fhis Presidency in which sale notifications 
are published under orders of the Civil (^ourts; sind 
(n) the number of subscribers forea(*h of those pa])ers? 

(h) Is such publication optional on the ]>art of the decTee-holders 
or is it compulsory ? 

(c) Is it correct that in sjute of such publications there are cases 
in which the sales have been set aside on the f^'round of want of notice 
to the judirment-debtors ? 

(d) Is it correct that at (’hittaf^^on^^ the publication of sale notifica- 
tion is now mad(‘ in a newspa]K‘r which has b(*en started only recently 
although formerly they used to be published in another news|>a]>(‘r ? 

(c) If so, wliat is the cause for the changer' 

(/) Which of the two newspapwa has the largiw cinailation in the 
district and elsewhere? 

{(j) Is it a fact that several mufassal Bar Associations protested 
against the orders of the District Judge on the ground that the newly- 
started newspapt'r had very little circulation for other reasons? 

(h) Is it a fact that several munsifs also made similar reports? 

(i) Is any subsidy being paid by the Government to this m»wspajK*r? 

(;) It so, what is the amount and for what reason is it ])aid? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Sir Abd-ur*Rahim): (^/) (/) and (n) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) The matter of publication of sale notii^es is within the discre- 
tion of the Court, under orders XXI, rule (57 (h) of the Civil Frm’.edure 
Code (see rule 100 (c), page ^50, Chapter I, General Rules and Circular 
Orders of the High Court). 

(c) and (d) The answer is in the affirmative. 
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(e) llie matter being left by law to the discretion of the Court, the 
Government does not think it desirable to investigate the reasons for the 
exercise of its discretion. 

(/) The older newspaper. 

(o) Yes. 

(h) No. One munsif of an outlying station informed the District 
Judge that he saw no advantage in publishing sale proclamations of 
his munsifi in the Svniti or all in the Jyoti. 

(0 No. 

(j) The ([uestion does not arise. 


Statrmeni referred to in the reply to starred question 
No. XXXVIII (a) (i) and (ii). 


DNffict wi til nanicfi of newfipapors in wliloti sale notlfleatioiui 

Numbt-r of 

aif pulili»lted. 

subocribont. 

Faridpur Disirici— 

The Sonjoy 

1,104 

The h’arid])ur Ilitaishi 


Bankura District-— 

Bankura Darpan 

.“iOO 

Noakhnli Districl — 

Noakhali Saiiniilani 

Not known 

Khulna District— 

Khulna 

40T 

Khulna Bashi 

HliO 

J agaran 

bOO 

Tippera Divstrict^ — 

Tripura Uitaislii ((Willa) 

800 

IVaja Baiidhu (Braliinanbaria) 

200 

Naba Banga (t'lmndpur) 

465 

Nadia District'— 

Bangaratna 

769 

Bartabaha 

375 

Jagaraii 

387 

Bakarganj District- 

Kashipur Nibaslii 

633 

Birbhum District— 

Birbhum Bashi 

405 

Rahr Dwi])ika 

480 

Birbhum Barsi 

500 
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Diltrioi with names of newspapers in which sal» notifloationi 
arc published. 

Number of 
iOlMoribert. 

Hooghly District — 


Chinsiirah Bartabaha 

1,100 

Biswadut 

1,600 

Rajshahi District— 


Hindu Ranjika 

600 

Presidency (Jazette 

414 

Malda Samacliar 

189 

Pabna and Bogra Districts — 


The Pabiia-Bogra Hitaishi 

1,100 

Suraj 

1,200 

Jessore District — 


Jashohar 

2,000 

Pallibaria 

999 

Ananda i*atrika 

1,177 

Myniensingh District — 


Charu Miliir 

1 ,500 

M u r sL i (1 a 1 )a d Di s t r i c t — 


Mursliidaliad Hitaishi 

657 

Jangipur Sanbad 

507 

Burdwan District — 


Burdwan Saiijibani 

650 

Pallibaslii (Kalna'i 

500 

Prasun (Katwa) 

400 

Ratnakar (A sail sol) 

187 

Dinajpur District- 


One paj)er (name not known) 

632 

Dacca District — 


Dacca Prakash 

1,621 

Rangpur Distri(.*t — 


Rangpur Darpan 

709 

24-Parganas District^ — 


24-Parganas Bartabaha 

1,800 

Midnapur District — 


Midnapur Hitaishi 

3,624 

Hijli Hitaishi 

426 

Chittagong Distriiit — 


Suniti 

919 
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Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I ask the Hon’ble Member 
as to what is the source of information from which the number of sub- 
scribers have been found ? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I obtained it from the District 
Officers. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: May I know if the Districf 
Officers made any iij(julry into the correctness of the number? 

The Hon’ble Sit ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 cannot reply off-hand. 

Publication of inspection notes of non-official visitors of jails. 

*XXXIX. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in (•haj'g(‘ of Ihe Dejnirtment of llevenue (, Jails) aware that the 
extracts from the insjK'ction notes of a non-official visitor to the Dacca 
Jail have been n‘cenily issued to the press by ihe Ibihlieity Officer, 
Ben^^al? 

(h) Will the Ilon’bh* the Member he ])leascd to stale whether the 
ins])ection nobvs of ihe visiiors of Jails are for ihe use of jiersons other 
than ili(^ Jail auihoriiies and intended for puhlicaiion ? 

(c) If so, will ihe Hon’hle the Member be ])leas(‘d to state whether 
a uniform practice is followcal in this regard in the Ali]>ore (Vntral and 
the Dacca Uiils? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; (o) Yes. 

(h) The answer is in the ne^mtive, hut (Government have a discre- 
tionary ri^^hi to pnhlisli them if they Ihink fit. 

(c) The (pieslion (lo(‘s not arise. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: As regards the answer (h), may 
I ask what are the occasions when (iovernineni tliinks it fit to publish 
these repoits? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The occasions are those on 
wJii(di tlu\v are published. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Are they in favour of Oovern- 
ment or against it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I have no opinion to offer 
on this point. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY; Will the IToiThle the Member be pleased 
to explain wdiether answer (b) means that Government have a discre- 
tionary right to publish .such insivctioii notes as applaud the jail 
authorities and withhold those which criticise them? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 have nothing more to adc 
to my reply. 

Supply of drinking water to court buildings in Chittagong. 

. *XL Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: (o) h iho lion hie Hit 

Member in charge of the Judicial Depart ineiii aware that the court build 
ings at Chittagong are situated on a hill with no suj)ply for drinkinjj 
water? 

(b) Are the Government (onsideri!‘g the desirability of having i 
filtered water connection to these court buildings? It so, when? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (n) A filtered water connect i(»i 
with a tap has been provided at the main entram e to the building, bul 
it is undeistood that the supply is not available fiom 10 a.m. to d-IlO r.M 

(b) Government aie making imjuiries whether water cannot be storei 
in a reservoii' in the morning so as to have ^\aiel• availalile during couH 
hours; but until the Municijiality can give a (‘untinuous supjily instem 
of an intermittent one, there will be shortage of water. 


Famine Relief Fund. 

*XLI. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the HoiCble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Kevernie (band Revenue) b< 
pleased to state what famine relief work has been done with the mone> 
budgeted for the year ]9!^]-:i2? 

{!}) If money has been sjient, will the Hoii’ble Ihe Member be jileasei 
to state how much has been spent and on what work it has been spent? 

(c) Is it not a fact that under the Devolution Rules the unspenl 
balances are to be transferred to the famine relii'f fund of the n(;xt yeai ! 

{(1) Where, in the Budget of 1922-2'b has the unspent balance for tin 
previous year been shown ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LANE 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan) 

(a) No part of the sum of Rs. 2 lakhs provided for in the budget foi 
1921-22 for expiuliture on the relief of, and insurance against, famim 
w^as required. 

(6) In view of reply to (a) this requires no answer. 

(c) In accordance with rule 9 in Schedule IV to the Devolution Rules, 
any unspent balance of the giant under “ Famine Relief is transferreci 
to the famine insurance fund of the province, 

(d) Under the rules, though an account is kept <d‘ the fund, tin 
unspent balances are not shown in the next year’s budget under any 
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Bpecific major head but merged in the general balances and are allowed 
to accumulate till the total of the fund amounts to a sum not less than 
six times the annual assignment, when the local Uovernment may 
suspend temporarily the annual assignment. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 

Development of communication in the district of Pabna. 

140. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: {u} Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of I’ublic Works been 
drawn to the urgent net^essity for the developmeni of communication by 
road and by railway in the district of Palina? 

(Ij) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the development of this 
district is being hampered owing to the lack of the means of 
communication? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether any 
scheme of railway or (‘onstruction of new roads are likely to be taken 
up in the near future? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) and (h) The devcdopment of road communications in the Pabna 
district is a matter which jiriinarily concerns local bodies. Government 
have no information in regard to the urgent ne(‘essity for constructing 
new' roads. 

Government are aw'are that the construction of railways in the district 
would be likely to accelerate the development of the area. 

(c) (Government have no information regarding the construction of 
new' roads. The question of the construction of a j’ailway from Tshurdi 
to Sadhuganj is under the consideration of the (iovernment of India 
(Railway Board). The Board have intimated that the wishes of the 
Government of Bengal wdll be borne in mind with a view to giving the 
project favourable consideration should the opportunity arise. 


Pabna Agricultural farm. 

141. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to give information regarding the Agricultural farm at Pabna 
under the following heads: — 

(i) Area of land acquired for the farm ; 

{ii) Baud Ac(juisitiou charge for the farm ; 
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(wt) Expenditure incurred for — 

(a) constructing buildings, etc. ; 

(h) excavation of tanks; 

(iv) Annual expenditure incurred during the last official year on — 
{a) staff of the farm ; 

(b) experimental purpose; and 

(r) Grants and receipts from the produce of the farm during the last 
official year? 

TheHon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (/) Twenty-one acres. 

(ii) Rupees 

(Hi) (a) Rupees 24,084; {h) Rupees 1,117. 

(iv) (a) Rupees lOr‘l-8-7 ; (b) Rupees 4,00!bl5-(). 

(v) Government grant — Rs. 5,505; Annual contribution from the 
District Board — Rs. 1, ()()(); Receipts from the produce — Rs. 2,295-*!-!) 
last year. This was the first year’s working and only about five acres 
were brought under cultivation as the buildings wer(‘ no; completed. 

Cows as plough cattle. 

142. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: (a) Will the llon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is a tact that in some districts, sj)ecially 
in Chittagong and Noakhali, cows are used by villagers for ploughing 
their lands? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of putting an 
end to this practice by legislation or otherwise? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

. (b) No. 

Removal of restrictions on the export of rice. 

143. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of (h)nimerce be 
pleased to state whether the local Government was consulted by ihe 
Government of India prior to their decision in regaj*d to the removal 
of restrictions on the export of rice in March last ? 

(h) If so, what w’as the opinion that was expressed by this Govern- 
ment about the advisability of .such a step? 

(c) With reference to the an.swer given on the 10th July, 1922, to 
clause (c) of my unstarred (luestion No. 140, w ill the Hon ’Me the Member 
be pleased to state how’ the “ fact that its price militates against Bengal 
rice being in great demand in the world’s markets ” has helped the 
Government in coming to the conclusion that the “ existing supplies 
in Bengal are adequate?” 
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(d) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showinfif, year by year, sinec 10] 8-— 

(?) the amount of the total produetion of riee in Bengal; 

{??) its export outside the province; and 
(???) import of rice into the province from outside? 

MEMBER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Sir John Kerr): (a) Yes. 

(/?) The local Uovernment are nol prejuired to disclose the contents 
of the correspondence with the Government of India on the subject. 

(c) The that high prices weie j)revailing locally must 
obviously tend (o reduce the foreign demand and to retain supplies on 
the Bengal market. 

{d) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement raferrel to in the reply to clause (d) of unstarred question 

No. 143. 


(r) Pi eduction of rice in Bengal. 


1917-18 



Tunfi. 

... 8,648,000 

1918-19 

... 

... 

... 6,901,000 

1919-20 

... 


... 8,254,000 

1920-21 


... 

... 8,219,000 

1921-22 

... 

... 

... 9,298,000 


(ii) |'^\portH of rico® fi 


oni Bengal 



KX 1*0 UTS 

UY SEA. 

Exports by 
Hail and 
JljTt'r. 

Exports to 
frontier 
countries. 

Total 

exports from 
Bengal. 

Foreign. 

Coasting. 


Toil's. 

Tons. 

Toiih. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1917-18 ... 

71,421 


285,502 

1,088 

361,074 

1918-19 ... 

l!’).6,.-!78 

45,570 

676,449 

889 

876,286 

1919-20 ... 

48,123 

1 30,817 

605,866 

1,010 

691,816 

1920-21 ... 

i 10,502 

31,456 : 

345,200 

914 

388,072 

1921-22 ... 

i 11,711 

1 

148,3.13 

396,148t 

948 

i 557,140 


** IiiclH(l 68 piiddy oouveited into rice. 

t Kxoludoi' flKm sof rioo exi>ortO(J from Bangui dinlug the qiinrter etuM the 3lit March, I»y Bombay, 
Barxla nnd Ouritrai liidlM, Oreat Indian Peninsula, N'lunSQuarantoed State, Mtdrai and Sunthero Mahratra, 
Jodbpur*Bntnnor, South India and M>80re lUilwii)’* as the returns from the Oovernment Eaamioer of Aoroantai 
Bombay, BaroUn and Central India itaUway in whose offl<'e the returns of the alKiremeotiODed railways are coih 
foUdated, have not ) et been reoeired. 
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(ill) ImportB of rice* into Bengal. 



Imports bt ska. 

Import* by 
lUU and 
Hirer. 

Imports from 
fr)ntier 
oountries. 

TnUl 

IroiMrts. 

Foreign. 

Ooftsting. 


Tons. 

ToriM. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tuns. 

1917-18 ... 

189 

296,:!26 

111,195 

32 

407,742 

1918-19 ... 

58 

223,443 

94,129 

35 

317,665 

1919-20 ... 

59 

522,339 

98,767 

37 

621,202 

1920-21 ... 

41 1 

294,635 

89,452 

24 

384,152 

1921-22 ... 

47 i 

1 

198,659 

75,083 

10 

273,799 


* Inclodw {Addy cooTerted into rioe. 


Reorganisation of the Co-operative Departnieiit 

144. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA; (a) With refmence 
to the uiistarred question No. 10*^ asked by Maulvi Maliainmed Madassur 
Hussain on the 21st February, 1922, and to the jinswers given thei'eto, 
will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Dejiartment of Agriculture 
and Industries be pleased to state — 

(?) to what stage the details of the scheme for the reorganisation, 
wdiich, as were given to be understood, were, at the time, under 
consideration, have developed and advanced; and 
(ii) when the scheme is likely to mature and be given effect to? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble the Minister, as President of the 
eleventh Co-operative Conference, was pleased to state that in spite of 
the difficulties of the Hengal finance the pressing question of the revision 
of the pay of the Inspectors and Auditors could hardly be postponed 
any longer? 

(c) If 80 , why has the scheme of revision and reorganisation been held 
in abeyance? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) (0, (li) and (cl The details of the scheme have been 
worked out, but in view of the appointment of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee it has been decided to hold the question of revising the pay and 
prospects of the Inspectors of Co-operative Societies in abeyance pending 
their report. Meanwhile, however, it is proposed, subject to the vote 
of the Council, to raise the pay of the auditors from Rs. 75 a month 

13 
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to Its. 75 — 3—150 a month with effect from 1st September, 1922. The 
cost on account of the majority of the auditing staff will be recouped 
from the audit fees realised from the societies under the Co-operative 
Societies Act. • 

(b) The answer is in the affirmative. 

Pabna incident. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I have your permission to 
ask a new question willi regard to a serious matter? With regard to 
the official c(ymmnn\qm thai was issued this nun’iiing on the report of 
the District Magistrate of Pabna, will the lion ’hie Member be pleased 
to state if there were any “ killed ’’ on that occasion, and what is their 
11 umber? 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: No rasualties have been 
rejKirted to Government as yet, and they have no further information 
than what was given in the communique. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

The discussion on the resolution moved by Maiilvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq 
on the aiqxiintment of a staff selection board was resumed. 


Staff Selection Board. 

Dr. HA8SAN 8UHRAWARDY: The resolution so ably taken up, 
moved and idaboi'ated by my friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul llaq, stands 
in the name of Mr. S. Mahboob Aley. We do not know what was at the 
back of the mind of Mr. Aley. Many of us seim to have lost sight of this 
fact. 1 commend the efforts of Maulvi Fazl-ul Ilaq to safeguard and 
advance the interests of the Muhammadan community. In connection 
with all the Muhammadan members of the Council, 1 suppoi't him and sup- 
port every endeavour to advance and safeguard effectively the interestvS of 
my Muhammadan brethren. I am afraid, however, I cannot agree to 
do so to the detriment of the interests of other communities. So much 
of communal matter has unfortunately been imixirted in the course of 
the debate on an apparently harmless resolution standing in the name 
of Mr. S. Mahboob Aley that alarm and misgivings have been caused 
in the minds of our Hindu colleagues in this House. Rai Jogendra 
vJhunder Ghose Bahadur apprehends that the Muhammadan members 
want to lay the axe at the very root of the system of competitive examina- 
tion. There are other members who have sounded a note of alaim and 
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said that perhaps the Mussalmans are trying to jfet the interests of their 
community not only safeguarded but forwarded to the detriment of the 
interests of others. I do not think the Moslem members want to do 
that, nor do I think that it is the intention of Maulvi A. K. Fnzl-ul 
Haq either. We do not want to create bad blood in the Csmncil. We 
have got to work smoothly in friendship and harmony, and not to 
wrangle over doubtful communal questions. 1 do not think we should 
introduce an element of discord among our colleagues and 1 trust 
Maulvi Fazl-ul Haij will drop the discordant element from the resolu- 
tion. 

We find that in the competitive examination wliich is to be ludd for 
entry into the executive, police, excise and other gazetted services, a 
selection committee has already been apix)irited by Government as 
suggested and asked for in the resolution. Government have apiH)inted 
the committee with an eye to safeguard the interests of various (‘oni- 
munities. This committee is com])osed of a well-balanced number of 
officials and non-officials. There is a Muhammadan member, a Hindu 
member, and a member from the depressed class. There are other 
committees, for example for the provincial and Indian Educational 
services. 

Now about the ministerial services. This resolution j)erhaps wants 
to have a selection board also for ministerial aj>iM>intments. I think 
we should not be obsessed with the idea of having a seh'ction board 
for anything and everything. We have got enough to go on with. At 
present the Finance Department is watching the interests of the Muham- 
madans with regard to ministerial appointments. The provision in the 
P'inance Department rules is quite generous. I think, for the juesent, 
the matter should be left with the heads of the (lejmrtmeiits concerned. 
Perhaps communal interests will be l)etter served and safeguarded in 
this way, than if we rush matters and had a selection board for every 
appointment from a chaprassi to a deputy magistrate. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I rise to op|)ose the resolution and I 
desire to do so on two grounds. First, because of its imj)li(;ation — the 
obvious implication—that the heads of departments do not discharge 
their duties projierly. I am not prepared to accei)t that statement with- 
out .sufficient data. The second implication is that the claims of our 
Muhammadan brethren in the matter of Government appointments are 
ignored. Where is the justification of making such a statement? In 
to-day’s Awrita Bazar Patnka I see an advertisement headed “ Gov- 
ernment of Bengal— Finance Department— Notice ” ;of a) clerkslilip 
examination to be held in October next for the recruitment of nine clerks 
of whom seven should be Muhammadans for the lower division of the 
clerical service in the Bengal Secretariat and attached offices. I oppose 
the resolution on the second ground that the policy underlying it is 
subversive of true national solidarity. It raises an unfortunate barrier 
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between one community and another and begets distrust, suspicion and 
unnecessary irritation. Resolution of this kind pre-suppose an attitude 
of mind which does not contribute towards the growth of united national 
consciousness. Resolutions of this character generally tend to weaken 
the mutual bond that exists between us. We find it difficult to combine 
and present a united front l)ecause our interests are always gravitating 
towards tliat big centre, namely, “ Self.” I hope Maulvi A. K. FazLul 
Hacj will kindly see his way to withdraw the resolution. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 think it is a great pity that 
Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq should have thought fit to raise this question before 
the Council. I hope 1 cun claim some consideration at the hands of my 
Muhammadan friends here, because it was at their request— at the 
insistent sugg('stion of Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq himself, that early in the 
life of this Council, I withdrew my resolution regarding competitive 
examinations, even at the risk of earning ridicule and odium, simply 
because they wanted to come to some settlement regarding the propor- 
tion of Muhammadans in the public services of Bengal by discussions 
outside the Council. As far as I know, no serious attempt has been 
made regarding this matter, and here in this Council today, I find 
Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq moving a resolution which is tending to degenerat^e 
into a sort of racial squabble. 

Ilis resolution can have but one meaning, and it is this, that both 
Government and the non-Muhammadans have neglected the cause of 
the Muhammadans in the past, and th(*re is a danger of their doing 
so in the future; hence it is necessary to have a due proportion of 
Muhammadans in the selection committee. If Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq’s 
idea was only to fix the proportion of Muhammadans in the public ser- 
vices, he might easily have pressed for a certain perc(‘ntage — it would 
hnve been a very easy matter after the Lucknow Congress-l>eague 
Compact. Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq knows it better than any other member 
of this House because he was one of the authors and signatories of the 
Lucknow Coiign'ss-League Compact. I am surprised that Manlvi 
Fazl-ul Hn(i, knowing that a definite proportion of Muhammadans can 
be secured merely for the asking, should press for the appointment of 
such a committee. But evidently he is not satisfied with that propor- 
tion or he cannot trust other communities to do justice to his community. 
It is very unfortunate, because we want to come to an amicable settle- 
ment and such a communal question should not have been raised in 
this Council at this stage of the Reform Scheme. I must say that the 
view that non-Muhammadans have done injustice to his community or 
that there is a danger of their doing so in future, cannot be justified by 
actual facts. He has said with a flourish that hundreds of Muham- 
madan candidates wait upon him from morning to evening in vain search' 
for jobs. If the Maulvi Sahib and the Council will pardon a personal 
reference, I may tell him that scores of Hindus and Muhammadans wait 
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upon me and many other members for recommendation. I repeatedly 
tell them that I am looked upon by the Government as an oppositionist 
and that my recommendation would be of no avail, but still they come. 
What does it signify? It means not that Muhammadan boys do not 
get any jobs, but only this, that there are not enough jobs for the large 
number of qualified young men, be they Muhammadans or be they non- 
Muhammadans. That is all. It is all a jmrt of the great unemploy- 
ment question. I have recommended many Muhammadan candidates, 
but can the Maulvi Sahib tell me how many non-Muhammadans he has 
recommended ? 

Maulvi FAZL-UL HAQs Thousands. The heads of departments 
and others will bear me out. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: You cannot provide all your young 
men with jobs. 

I am simply astonished that Mr. Surendra Nath Mallik should come 
forward at tlie fag-end of the debate to favour this Couiudl with such 
an irresponsible declaration that Muhammadans did not get pr(>])er treat- 
ment in the iwst in the matter of apixdntments. This is a most irresjxm- 
sible statement made without facts and figures, or does he think that his 
new official position makes him think that any statement he makes is 
authoritative? 

It is a well-known fact, specially in East Bengal, that since the 
memorable days of Sir Bampfylde Fuller, every facility, and more, 
have been offered to the Muhammadans. Many honourable Nawab 
Sahibs had and have their vigilant eyes fixed on this matter. Does not 
Maulvi Fazl-ul Ilaq know of this? Have we grudged them any of the 
appointments? Out of five Assistants Registrars in the Co-operative 
Department, only one is a Tlindu. Have we complained of this? Two 
Muhammadan members have left this Council having got lucrative jobs— 
Have we not rather congratulated them on their good luck? 

I assert that the claims of the Muhammadans do receive proper con- 
sideration. Even if this will not satisfy them, let them demand a pro- 
portion of appointments— we have no objection. I can understand this 
attitude. I will go on supporting this attitude. But I do not under- 
stand this insinuation that non-Muhammadans neglect the interest of 
Muhammadans, nor their attitude of calling for the appointment of 
a committee with special Muhammadan members to consider a racial 
question. 

Then, Sir, there is another grave danger in the resolution of Maulvi 
Faz-ul Haq. It looks like an insidious attempt to keep some appoint- 
ments out of competition. In this resolution, there is a danger or a 
threatened set-back of the movement towards competitive examinations. 
We have been urging for competitive examinations for months and 
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months together, and we are glad to find that Government have at last 
shown an inclination to accept our view. I ask seriously—Is this the 
time, is this the occasion for suggesting seletdioii boards and other 
methods and paraphernalia of nomination? We must have all Govern- 
ment posts recruited by open competition only. Of course, all communi- 
ties will have their interests safe-guarded by having a luopurtionate 
number of posts, but the main avenue f(;r employment is com- 
petition — not nomination — not favouritism — not nepotism. The system 
of nomination — be it by a Government officer, be it by the Principal of 
a college, or be it a selection board, is gradually breaking the backbone 
of the young men of Bengal. Are you going to perpetuate this perni- 
cious system ? No, I say, a thousand times no ! If you value the man- 
liness of y(jui* l)oys, it you value self-respect, dignity, straightforward- 
ness, novel' for a moment suggest any methml, wlnVli may, in any \v:u', 
lead to any system of nomination and backdoor influence. There will 
be pitfalls and dangers ahead ! I earnestly request my friend, Maulvi 
Fazl-ul Haq, that as we are of one mind in several matters, he will be 
pleased to withdraw his resolution, even now. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: On a suliject like 
this, it is extremely difficult for one to s|)eak witli frankness, but never- 
theless, however unpleasant, the truth must be told. Of course, it is 
un])alatal)le that in the days of open comi)etition somebody should raise 
this (juestion and ask for the apjKiintment of a staff selection board to 
discourse the same from the many phases which we (*annot divulge. 
There is a Persian proverb saying that there is something within me 
of which the fragrance is out, but I cannot sliow its colours. TluTe aie 
advocates of free selection ujK)n ojien comi)etition and of leaving every 
discretion to the authorities. But I ask with all seriousness if in the 
matter of selection by the authorities, and the heads of departments, 
are they really free? 1 say No.’' 1 think many heads of depart- 
meiits would welcome this staff selection board in older to save them- 
selves from the imiKirtunities of their subordinates. It is an ojJen fact 
that there have sprung up certain families from which alone officers are 
selected whether they are sufficiently qualified or not. The heads of 
dejiartments are forced to do this, because the ])eople already in the 
service approach the heads of de}>artments at whose disi)osal the jx)st 
lies, and with all soils of importunities try to secure it for a man of 
their own. 

Mr. Barton has raised the question that he does not favour the idea 
that any particular community should have an advantage over another 
and should ask for any favour whatsoever. I ask, are they not the rate- 
payers of Government? Do they not supjxirt the Government? Are 
they not entitled to the loaves and fishes of the State to which they 
largely contribute ? Is educational qualification or the knack of passing 
the examination the only test for securing Government appointments? 
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Are educational qualifications the only claim to high roads to emohr 
ments ? I think not. 

If the various ooinmiinities which form the population contribute tc 
the general cofter, they have a corresponding right to the loaves and lishcf 
of the State which must be distributed with some consideration, nc 
matter whether they have got high qualifications or not. It is neces- 
sary that they should have the necessary qualifications but not high 
qualificahons. There wa.s an interesting answer given by the Ilon’ble 
the Minister in charge of Education. A question was lusked, how ie 
it that B.l.’s, M.A.’s and others have been put in the lower grade 
whereas English teachers with lower qualifications have been put in n 
highei glade? In answer to the above question, the Hon’ble the Minis* 
ter said that those gentlemen who had taken service for teaching classics 
had been put in the lower grade lKH*ause their higher education in other 
subjects was of no avail and was of no benefit. Therefore he was justi- 
fied that though they had higher qualifications, they were only entitled 
to the lower grade. As has been pointed out by Mr. Syed Nasini Ali, 
there are many posts in which Ehilo.sophy and such other things have 
no place. On the contrary, they are a disijualification. The only thing 
necessary is that the candidate must have the necessary (jualificn lions 
and nothing more. If there is a post vacant for a clerk and if an M.A. 
■applies, it is generally assumed that as he has applied, he musi get it. 
I should say, ‘‘ no,” in spile of his high qualifications. The passing of 
University examinations has engendered in him a very high ambition 
and the post of a clerk would be too low for him. II(* will ever lead % 
discontented life and when he finds that his fellow students are sitting 
on the lienches as munsifs and deputy magistrates with what heart can 
he work as a clerk drawing Ks. 40 or 50? We have also learnt by 
exjx'rience that if you apixiiiit a man with a lesser qualification and at 
the same time necessary qualification, he will work with contentment 
and great efficiency. He will not bother the authorities for an incre- 
ment of pay in time and out of time. 

I know the affairs of the mufassal. Whenever there is a vacancy, 
sometimes there are public advertisements, and very often not. When 
the applications come to the office, there are various ways of manipula- 
tion and all the applications do not reai^h the authoiity having the jmwer 
to dispose of them. They are put up before him at a time when he is 
in his best of humours and the head clerk or supt^rintendent, in his usual 
whining tone, sjieaks about this man and that man, till the man who is 
a pet is apjKiinted. The claims of other people who have got equal 
qualifications, .sometimes better qualifications, for the job are not taken 
into consideration. Under the circumstances, it is highly necessary 
that there should be a selection Imard which should receive applica- 
tions and the authorities re(iuiring officers should send in their requisi- 
tions to it. If you think that undesirable, candidates would be thrust 
upon Tieads of departments, in that case, you may leave the final approval 
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to them but at the same time I venture to think that it is desirable that 
the board should make the selection. The selection board is a necessity. 

I beg to point out another thing. Not to speak of Muhammadans, 
even among Hindus there are some communities which have some 
hankering for appointments and they justly put forward their claim. In 
answer to some question, I find that there were no less than 30 candi- 
dates for a police sub-inspectorship and none of them was taken. A 
member questioned ** were they qualified ? How is it? Are they not 
residents of tliis province? Applications from unqualified persons are 
not taken at the time of selection. They are thrown out because even 
among Hindus there are some gentlemen to whom giving appointments 
to another class is a great sin and they cannot simply bear it. With 
that object in view, they make selections from other quarters, throwing 
away the claims of deserving jxirsons. With these words, I strongly 
8upix)rt the resolution put forward by Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: The debate has 
been prolonging and 1 do not wish to detain the House longer, but I 
wish to draw attention to certain facts which I may be j)ermitted to say 
are strong facts in this connection. As for myself 1 do not crave, for 
my own community, any indulgence. I know that service is the last 
thing for which we ought to crave but justice and fair-play require that 
we ought to have a share in the administration and we find that the 
circulars which have been issued by (Government are not observed or 
rather observed more in their breach. If I remember right, there has 
been a circular that one-third of the appointments should be filled up 
by Muhammadans and the fate of other communities iunong Hindus 
which may be called depressed or backward and the fate of Muham- 
madans had been linked together in the same chain because there are not 
sufficient advocates to uphold their cause. There has been a circular 
to the effect that one-third of the apiwintments should be filled up by 
Muhammadans. Babu Tndu Bhushan Hutta says that Babu Surendra 
Nath Mallik made a gross missUtement when he said that Muham- 
madans were not getting their due share. If facts are necessary, I can 
give instances, but the rules preclude me from naming any partic.ular 
|)erson or place. So, I do not mention particular names. I know it for 
myself and I know it for certain that in a certain place, the sherishtadar 
was a Brahmin and all the api)ointmenis — the District Judge was an 
European —were given to Brahmins and to no other community whatso- 
ever. It took some time to draw the attention of the officer to this fact 
but when he came to know of this, he was very much enraged and what 
he did was that he took up the list and judged for himself. Finally, he 
called on the sherishtadar for an explanation and his nearest relative 
was driven out of employment. This is a strong fact. I myself know 
a Bairagi who had passed B.A. with honours. He was a candidate for 
the executive service and he was going hither and thither to all the 
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leaders of the Hindu community as well as the Muhammadan community 
because probably he was the first {)erson in his district to pass the B.A. 
examination with honours. No Hindu gentlemen would recommend him 
for nomination. I do not blame them because sometimes self-interest 
comes in. I do not blame all Hindu leaders bt^cause I know there are 
many whom I admire very much for their imjxirtial views. But in 
practice these things hapiJen. There was a Muhammadan leader who 
took up his cause and put up his case before the authorities. This 
happened only two years ago. You w'ould be surprised to hear that he 
was not selected and an ordinary Hindu B.A. was given preference. 
Of course, there are many Euioix^ans who are very strict over this affair, 
who have been seeing that the Oovernment circular is given effect to 
with punctiliousness and strictness. They are doing justice to all. 

I beg to submit that when Babu Indii IBuishan Dutta at one time 
put forwjird a resolution, it is we that prevented him from pressing it. 
These are facts and I draw the attention of the House to these things. 

I respectfully reijuest my friend, Maulvi A. K. Kazl-ul ILuj, to 
withdraw his resolution in order not to embitter the feelings of other 
communities. 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): 1 think that we have a reasonable 
cause of (juanel with the mover of this resolution in that he has moved 
a resolution which apparently he has not read and he has 8j)oken on a 
resolution which is not put before the House. When 1 received notice 
of this resolution, I circulated it to all the de])artments as they are all 
equally concerned in tlie reply. In not a single case did it enter into 
the head of any iKuson dealing with it in any of the departments that 
this question was one ot communal interest. It was a.ssumed l)y us all 
that the object of this resolution was to affirm a ininc.iple that (jovern- 
ment should, where it could not introduce a comiH*titive examination, 
take the assistaiu^e of a representative commitU*e to helj) it in selecting 
its oflBcers, and on that basis we have prepared our reply. The imn’ble 
mover, however, has dejniited entirely from the wording of the resolu- 
tion and has given the debate a twist which the following spt^akers 
unfortunately have followed. 

There are two statements in the mover’s s[)eech which I wish to 
contradict. The first is his statement that the Muhammadan c*ommunity 
has not had a fair representation. That 1 take to refer, lus the motion 
does, to the Government of Bengal. The attitude of the Government of 
Bengal in the matter of Muhammadan representation is i)erfectly well- 
known and I claim that no one can maintain that the Bengal Govern- 
ment has not carried out its attitude to the letter in the matter of 
Muhammadan representation in all services at its disposal. The second 
point was the assumption made by the mover that the rules for competi- 
tive examination are so bad that he proposes to knock them to pieces 
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and frame new ones in consultation with the Legislative Council. I 
deny that these rules are bad. They may require changing next year, 
but if the motion of which the hon’ble member has given notice comes 
up before the House at all, I hope to be able to convince the House that 
our rules are immensely l)etter than his. The mover got his nearest to 
the matter of the resolution when he mentioned a particular service. 
I did not want to interrupt his eloquence as I hoped that perhajw it was 
merely the first of the many services which he was going to mention ; 
otherwise 1 should have risen and ixdnted out that he was out of order 
in that the Customs Service is a central subject and is not within the 
scope of this resolution. 

Now I may devote myself to the resolution which perhaps I may 
read - 

** This Council recommends to the Government that a staff selection 
board consisting of official and non-offi(;ial members, in which there 
shall be a due proi)ortion of Muhammadans, be a])pointed to receive 
aiqdications from and to select candidates for all appointments under 
the disposal of the Government of Bengal.’’ 

There are two punts in this resolution. The first is the staff selec- 
tion board. If you start a staff selection board, what is to be the func- 
tion of this board. The mover has not told us wludher his selection 
board would be one for the whole of Bengal. If so, 1 say at once it is 
irap)ssible; for each service we must have a sejwiiate sele(‘tion board. 
We must have a selection board app)inted ml hoc foi‘ the s])ecial pur}X)se 
of selecting for that particular service. It would be beyond the wit of 
man to app)int one selection board which will be the best selection 
lK)Hrd foi‘ each individual service. If we are going to appunt a selec- 
tion bojii'd at all, we must api>oint it for a particular service. It is useless 
to ap]>oint a p‘rson with a knowledge of p)lice work on the staff’ selec- 
tion board foi' the selection of a chemist. Therefore, I put it to the 
House that “ a staff’ selection board ” for the whole of Bengal is an 
impossibility. I do not wish to press that j)oint because if the original 
mover had moved the resolution p)ssibly he might have told us that 
he did not want one staff selection board but was prepared to accept any 
number. 

The second essential i)oint in the resolution is that it refers to apjwint- 
raents under the disposal of the Government of Bengal. What are the 
appointments under the disiw.sal of the Government of Bengal? I 
myself, as Member in charge of the Appointment Department, si)end 
half of my time assuring i)eople that I have no apjwintment under my 
disposal and it is a fact. Going through the public services of Bengal, 
there are the Bengal Civil Service, the Bengal Subordinate Service, the 
Excise Service, the Excise Subordinate Service and the Provincial Police 
Service; the Imperial Services are, of course, not under the disposal of 
the Government of Bengal. All these five services, from this year 
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forward, are to be recruited by competitive examination at the express 
wish of the Council and there is no pluc^ for a staff selection board in 
a comi)etitive examination because the selection is done by the comjieti- 
tive element in the examination. As Mr. Syed Nasim Ali has jK)inted out, 
there is a selection board, not to select the candidates but to reduce the 
number of candidates to a fixed number. There is a certain amount of 
misapprehension as regards the virtue of the number 200 which is fixed 
as the number of candidates foi* the puriK)se of the comjietitive examina- 
tion. The number 200 is taken because all experts are agreed that that 
is the maximum number wliich an examiner can examine on a comi)eti- 
tive basis. If you get beyond that number, the examiners cannot do 
it on a competitive basis and cannot comjxire one man with another. 
If it is merely a jmss examination, they can take uj) any number; it is 
merely a question of increasing the number of examiners. But if it 
is a competitive examination, you must have tlie same examiner for 
each pai)er and no examiner, so we are informed by our ex|»erts, can 
with any conscience examine more than 200 ixijyers and place them in 
the order of merit as l)etween each other. 

Turning to the other services, the Public* Works DejMirtment are 
contemplating a com{)etitive examination for their services at the 
disposal of tlie (Jovernment of Bengal. The Sub-Registrars are aj>iH»int- 
ed at present on the nomination of Commissioners of Divisions from all 
over Bengal and that means that every body gets a chance. That system 
wull be continued this year, but 1 am informed that the Minister in 
charge lias under consideration the question of introducing a com|Mditive 
examination next year. The iMirest Service already has a selection 
committee, and on this joint I may jorhai>s emjduisise the tact that a 
selection committee is not (juite the same as a staff selection botird by 
which I understand the mover to mean a board which actually selects 
an officer and apjoints him. The selection committees which have been 
set up by this (lovernment are only advisory committees and this 
(lovernment is not i)rei)ared, so long as it cannot introduce (omjxditive 
examination into the service, to hand over its resjonsibilities for the 
actual apjointmeiits to any committee. What it is j)rei)ared to do is 
to associate with itself a committee for the jnirjioHe of advising it in 
the matter of apjwintments, hut the resjwiisibility for the actual appoint- 
ments must remain with the Government and Government cannot divest 
itself of that resjKUisibility until a comj)etitive system is introduced. 
In the Judicial Service the power of appointments has nothing to do with 
the Government of Bengal. Under the law, it is vested in the High 
Court. In the Secretariat for the lower division ap|)ointraents are made 
on the basis of cpmpetition. A competitive examination is held and 
those j)er8on8 who pa.ss the competitive examination are given appoint- 
ments. For the Upper Division, we have hitherto taken the nominees 
who have been sent up by the Commissioners for the provincial and 
subordinate services but who have been unable to get any appointments 
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in either of the services. In future, we are perfectly prepared to consider 
the question of putting these appointments, which are very few annu- 
ally, into the competitive examination held for the provincial and| 
subordinate services. 

There are already staff selection boards for certain medical institu- 
tions and certain educational institutions. There are boards apix)inted 
to assist the Minister in health appointments and so forth. I think thnt 
the Council will agree that the resolution that appears on the paper has 
been sufficiently met by what the Government is actually doing as regards 
the services at its disjwsal ; and in working out the lines which Govern- 
ment was to take on this resolution, I had intended to wind up the 
si)eech by saying that as Government had already accepted the principle, 
which the mover is obviously desirous of putting before the Council, 
I would suggest that the motion should l)e withdrawn. Whether that 
appeal has any effect on the present mover, 1 cannot say. But if the 
motion is put to the vote, Ooveniment must oppose it in its pn‘sent 
form l>ecause one staff selection Irnrd is imj)ossible. 

Mauivi Ai K. FAZL-UL HAQ: My closing words on this debate will 
be very brief, but I shall try to remove certain misapprehensions wliich 
I find have arisen. I am sorry that I have been misundcistood. I am 
really very sorry that my language lent itself to the c(uist ruction that 
has been put u})on it by some of my Hindu friends here, but if I have 
been surprised at the heated debate which has given rise to the discussion 
on this resolution, I have been amazed at the alarm wiiich has been evin- 
ced by my Hindu friends as regards the intention which it is said underlies 
this resolution. Only the other da\, when 1 made certain jmssing refer- 
ences totlie ('ulcutta University, 1 was faced with opjHJsition on all sides 
l>ecause 1 attempted to show that Muhammadan interests are being sumi- 
ficed in that institution*. Yesterday, when I wanfed to draw juiinted 
attention to 1 would not say the injustice l)ut let us say, the non-cxinsidera- 
tioii or inadequate consideration of Muhammadan claims, 1 am again 
faced with remarks from all sides, criticisms attributing motives to me 
and even insinuations, whi<‘h I submit my lapguage doas not bear out. I 
am really sorry that this should be so. I may say at once, and I do not 
care if I offend anybody, that this attitude on the part of my non-Moslem 
friends bodes ill for the future, the political future, of this country. We 
want home rule, we want self-government, we want liberty, we want 
freedom and we want independence. Can we not have a little toleration 
for the needs and nece.ssities of our less fortunate brethren ? Can w^e not 
develop in ourselves that real civic spirit which allows us to subordinate 
our interests in order to foster the common interests of the country as a 
whole? What is it that I said? Did I ever say that incompetent Muham- 
madans should be put in any of these public posts ? Never ! I never used 
the word incompetent. I was treated to certain copybook maxiims, 
efficiency, incompetence, and all that sort of thing. I never said it. You 
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read into my speech words which I never used and then proceed to criti- 
cise me. I am one of the most ardent advocates of eflSciency in the pub- 
lic service. I would be the first person to denounce any policy which 
would seek to pitchfork an incompetent person, he he a Hindu or a 
Muhammadan, or a Christian or a Jew. 1 do not Ixdieve, 1 say, in a 
medicant policy. I do not believe that Islam was promulj,^ated by the 
sword. But I believe in the good sword of Islam. I believe in the 
sword of Islam triumphant over its foes not by mendicancy but by that 
kind of sword which showed to the world what Islam could do in the days 
of Khaled and Saladin. 1 do not believe in a mendicant jxdicy. 1 say 
these things because I want to make it clear to the House that nothing 
is further from my intentions than to ask for any favour. 1 ask for 
a just treatment. I think I can say that in the past Muhammadans did 
not receive just treatment. My friend, Mr. Mukherji, was pleased to say, 
‘*oh! that was an insinuation.” Well, Sir, just as lawyers do, I would 
cite the latest case that c^mes from the High Court. There was a vacan- 
cy there and there w^ere certain candidates, a Muhammadan candidate 
and half a dozen Hindu (uindidates. The real competition was between 
the Muhammadan candidate and a Hindu fandidate. Both of them were 
Barristers. The Muhammadan candidate was a graduate of this Uni- 
versity but the Hindu candidate had not even passed his Matriculation 
examination. Will you be surprised to hear that the Muhammadan 
candidate w’as not appointed!^ Is this preferential treatment shown 
to Muhammadans? This is one instance and I can give you a hundred 
more if you like. Not that the officials are hu'king in good intentions, 
but somehow’ these things do take place and I think my Hindu friends 
would be the very first to admit that these things do take place. 

Talking of efficiency, 1 would put a concrete case. Supposing there 
are 10 posts to be filled up in an office and supposing Mr. Donald is to fill 
them up only from members of the Muhammadan community, of course, 
by a competitive examination. Even if the competitive examination is 
held, would not there be a row’? Why? The reason is obvious. Because 
it w ould be rightly thought that other communities must have their due 
share in the publi(‘ services of the country’, if we are to ncce[)t the ])rin- 
ciple that all the communities must travel towards a common goal. I do 
not for a moment attach much value to this — I do not personally — but they 
have got a value of their own. Supposing a man gets a clerkship on 
Rs. 40 or Rs. 60 a month. He can then give education to his son and 
other poor relations. He becomes a source from which all these persons 
draw necessary expenditure for their education, in other words, that clerk 
really becomes the means of imparting education to say, half a dozen 
persons among his family members. Education is a costly thing, but that 
is the way in which a man educates his children who in return may 
become useful members of the public service in future. Not only that, but 
they may fit themselves politically and otherwise to take their share in 
the administration of the country. That certainly is a consummation to 
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winch we are all looking?. And though I say that public service should 
not be the be-all and end-all of our ambition, it is not right, it is not 
proper, it is not fair, it is not just to deprive any community of their due 
share of appointments. I was talking yesterday of minorities. By 
that I meant minorities of all kinds. Muhammadans as a matter of 
fact are not in a minority in this province. There are other communi- 
ties, for instance, the community to which my friend, Mr. Mullick, 
belongs. There is the community, whose representative, Mr. .Barton, 
did not realise what I meant by moving the resolution and does not yet 
realise the danger his community is confronted with. I meant all 
these communities in the province. 1 am in favour of comiKHitive 
examination, but I want to make it so elastic that all the communities 
may be repres(uited in the puldic service of the country. I re])eat for 
the hundredth time that I do not want any incomj)etent men to come 
in but all 1 want is that comi)etent men from all communities should 
be H'presented in the ])ublic seivice. 

My friend, Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, expressed his sorrow that of 
all persons I should have moved this resolution. I do not know whether 
he meant it as a compliment. What am I here for— a Muhammadan mem- 
ber representing a Muhammadan constituency? If I were not to push 
forwaid now and again the claims of my community, what am 1 here 
for? Tb(' Muhammadan (’ommunity might luive as well elected Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta. They have sent me here, rightly or wrongly, to 
j)ush forward their claims. 

My friend, Professor Mukherji, said that certain appointments are 
now reserved for Muhammadan, but does not my friend know that such 
a thing has happened be(‘ause we stand here and clamour for our rights in 
this CouiHul and now and again push forward our claims? It is the 
result of the hammering that we give. Let us keep quiet and then we 
will find that Muhammadan claims will be forgotten. It is because that 
we show some amount of activity that our claims are recognised. That 
is the justification for our being here and bringing forward the Muham- 
madan claims before this Council, I admit that sometimes I go beyond 
the limit and I may confess I am a bit of a fanatic in this matter and it 
may strike my friends that I may overdo it sometimes and that I feel 
that 1 am here for no other purpose than that. When I was a boy, I 
remember to have read that he w'ho aimeth at the sky shoots higher 
than he whr aimeth at a tree? That is why I want 32 annas so that I 
may get 8 annas. If I ask for a full share I know that I will get 30 
per cent., but if I were to a.sk only for 30 per cent., which is even 
less than our due, I am afraid we would get nothing at all. After all, 
it is a question of haggling and wdien there are so many communities 
putting forward their claims, this must happen. Therefore, my Hindu 
friends need not be afraid at all about our claims. I say all my life 
I have bt'en a nationalist but I have never advocated that the interests 
of any community should be sacrificed. But what I want is that there 
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should be just treatment, equal treatment of all; and if at any time 
I advocate a policy of self-government or home rule, it is on a basis 
of equal partnership and equal rights — not that a particular community 
should be subordinated to another community, but that all communi- 
ties should advance hand in hand towards the common goal, under the 
segis of the British rule. 

Reference has been made to my esteemed friend, Mr. Mallik. He 
has found it by himself by personal investigation how the Muhammadan 
community had suffered previously for the last fiO years or even a 
century. The Council will be surprised to hear that out of two crores 
of rupees spent in the higher appointments in the Corporation not more 
than Rs. 500 goes to the pockets of the Muhammadans at the present 
moment. There are thousands of officers in the Corporation and 1 am 
not exaggerating when 1 say that not even fifty of them are Muham- 
madans. Of course 1 am leaving out peons and chaj>rasis. That is 
the condition of affairs in the Corporation. 

As Mr. Stephenson has told us, this question of staff selection board 
is nothing new. I am sorry that I have no time to discuss the kind of 
selection board we want and as regards the resolution, I may say that I 
do not want to hurt the feelings of any community but as regards the 
suggestion of withdrawing it 1 am afraid 1 cannot do so. I am however 
prepared to amend it by deleting the words “in which there shall be a 
due proportion of Muhamniadans.” 

Babu KfSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: ( an the member, at this 
stage, amend his resolution f 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I object to the amendment being 
made at this stage if we are not to be given an opportunity of discussing 
it. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray); 1 shall 
put the question before the House. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May I in(juire what pro- 
cedure is being followed? There is no such provision in the rules under 
which this matter can be put before the House. You can suspend the 
rules and allow the amendment to be nioved, but if any one objects, how 
can the amendment be put to the House? 

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You can do so by leave of the House. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But I do not find any such 
provision in the rules. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Is the member in order in discussing the 
Deputy-President^s ruling ? 

The Hon’bla Mr, H. L STEPHENSON: I might make my position 
clear at this stage. Even if the amendment is moved, the Government 
is not going to accept the amended resolution. 
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The amended resolution, which runs as follows, was then allowed by 
the Deputy-President: — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that a staff selection 
board consisting of official and non-official members, be appointed to 
re(^eive applications from and to select c,andidates for appointments under 
the dispo.sal of the Government of Bengal.” 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: Before you put 
the amended resolution, may 1 ask why I was not allowed to speak on the 
resolution ? 

Tho DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The Ilon’ble Mr. Stephenson wanted 
to speak first. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur; Rut there were 
other speakers too and until they had finished speakin^^ the debate should 
not have been stopped. 

The (jiiestion being put a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


Alial, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddtn. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wasimuddin. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Azaharuddin. 

Atimed, Maulvl Raft Uddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

AHmed, Munshi Jafar. 

All, Mr. Syed Erfan. 

All, Mr. lyed Nailm. 

All, Munshi Amir 
Ml, Munshi Ayub. 

#«am, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 
Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Haq, Shah tyed Emdadul. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banerjea, IN Non'ble Sir Surendra Hath. 
Barma, Rai lahib Panohanan. 

Barton Mr. H. 

Bose, Mr. 8. M. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Kishorl Mohan. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Rai Harendranath. 

Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Oas Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Do, Babu Fanindralal. 

OeLIsle, Mr. 4 A. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Or. Harldhan. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emoreon, Mr. T. 


Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

I Hussain, Maulvl Mahammed Madassur. 
Karim, Maulvl Faziul. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamid-ud-din. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raflque Uddin. 

Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Ershad All. 
Makramali, Munshi. 

Mullick, Babu Nirode Behary. 

Nakey, MIrza Muhammad All. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

RIshI, Babu Rashik Chandra. 
Suhraarardy, Dr. M 


French, Mr. F. C. 

Chatak, Rai Bahadur Nllmanl. 

Chose, Rai Bahadur dogendra Chunder. 
Goode, Mr. 8. W. 

Hlndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntingford, Mr. G. T. 

Kerr, the Hon’ble 8lr John. 

Lang, Mr. J, 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdvrtn, 
the Hon’ble the. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Mitter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. c. 

Moltra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

Mukharji, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 
Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhone. 

Mukherjl, Profoiior 8 . c. 

Hukhopadhaya, Ubu tarat Chandra. 
Naeker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Raa, Mr. W. R. 
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r MUb nitiiliartiwtr. 

_ j Uku Wn^min Klilitr. 

Hiy iib iii bM r l , Mr. Krtoima CliMira. 
Mir MMMMNiri Mila Maimiitlii Nath. 
Mart Mi t m mi n Krtihiia. 

Miri Bihi Naifil Nath. 

Mari Maharaja tahaiur Kihaualsli 


Mart tljarprotati tlnfh. 
Mart Mr, I. N. 

Mart Mr. rant ihutaii. 


Mar, MW tahaiw Lattt 
May, Maja MaNNan INiih, 
iaiam, Khan Mahaiar MMm. 
tarkar, iahii NlUHaara Nath. 
Spry, Mr. H. E. 

IttphintM, Mr. N. L. 
luhrawartfy, Dr. Hawan. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L 
Walih, Mr. C. r. 

WINon, Llautmant-Colantl M. P. 
Wordiwarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 28 and the Noes 60, the motion was lost. 


Agriouttural Demonstration centres. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNOER CHOSE Bahadur: I move that this 
Council recommends to the Government that in every thana there should 
be established an agricultural demonstration centre under one demon- 
strator having both agricultuml and veterinary knowledge. 

At the very outset I most sincerely thank the Hon’ble Sir Surendra 
Nath Banerjea and Mr. Goode for giving effect to the resolution regjird- 
ing medical relief and also providing drinking water to the poor people 
of Bengal. But there is one more vital matter. To the poor cultivator 
his bullocks are as dear as his children. If he loses them he loses all. 
Every year lakhs of cattle die in epidemic in some districts or other. 
Rinderpest has claimed its millions in Bengal. We ought to under- 
stand what that means. It means the loss of cattle of a cultivator which 
means his entire self. It also means the permanent poverty of the 
people. It means the dearness of the price of rice which easily our 
$ujala Bufala motherland yields to us in a great measure if the cattle 
do not die. It is, therefore, of the utmost importance that preventive 
and remedial measures should be taken. In every civilised country 
millions are spent for this purpose. Bengal is wholly an agricultural 
country and, therefore, our need is much greater than that of any 
other ♦country. Three things of most essential and vital importance 
in this country are — (1) medical relief for the fxior and helpless, 
(2) supply of drinking water, and (8) preventive and remedial meas- 
ures for cattle diseases. When the last three taxes were imposed, I 
proposed an amendment that one of them should be ear-marked for 
essential and vital purposes. That was disallowed and we were told 
at every step that there was no money for vital purposes. I do not 
despair. I would even be prepared to an imposition of another tax 
f(w vital purposes if that is ear-marked for them. My resolutitvn was 
of a more extended character but Mr. Swan kindlv proposed to me to 
make it more limited. Therefore. I have adopted the suggestion and 
iusi now it is of a very modest character. I have taken this oppor- 
tunity of bringing these facts before the Council because of the neces- 
sity of greater activity. 
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Rti LAL1T IMHAN SINGH ROY BalNUhirs I more, ^ 
amendment, tlmt ihe motion of Bai Jogendra Chunder Oh(m 
do take the following form, namely,— 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that in evtiy iluuMi 
there should be established not more than three demonstration oen^:^ 
according to the area of the thana, under one demonstrator with know* 
ledge of agriculture.*^ 

The resolution of my esteemed friend, Bai Jogendra Chunder Glioae 
Bahadur regarding demonstmtion centre in every thana is very eom* 
mendable, but with the hoi)e of making it more effective and a practi- 
cal one, I want to alter it a little and the explanation which I am going 
to offer will, I doubt not, satisfy my friend. 

The agricultural problems loom large before us. We have started 
agricultural experimental farms at Burdwan, Chinsura, Sibpur and 
Kalimpong. Numerous researches have been made, but I am sorry to 
say that those are rather for the agricultural specialists than the prac- 
tical formulro which our peasants pursue. To give a iurther stimu- 
lus, an agricultural school was started at Chinsura, but the object has 
failed, students from the cultivating classes are not forthcoming. To 
teach the middle (dass or classes of p(‘ople other than the agrimiltural 
class, the method of scientific^ agriculture is sheer waste of money and 
energy as these students like best to become dei)artmental demonstra- 
tors than farmers themselves. Thus it has become evident that the 
improved method of agricultural system must be brought out, out of 
the cloisters of the University to dwell upon the practical fields. I 
thank my friend that he has brought this resolution before the House, 
But good as it is, its obvious good intentions cannot be fulfilled, unless 
a broader as]>ect is taken. One demonstration centre in one thana 
means something inconvenient to our peasants. To make the points 
more clear and tangible, I beg leave to state the number of thanas and 
their areas of some of the districts of this province : as mentioned in 


the District Gazetteer, 



Thnna 

Square milei. 

Howrah 



11 

610 

Himlwan 



23 

2,689 

Hooghly 



13 

1,189 

Miilimpore 



36 

6,186 

Birbbniii 



9 

1,732 

MurahidalmH 



23 

2,148 

24-Parji(aiiR8 ••• 



41 

4,844 

Daukura 


... 

9 

166 

2,621 

20,934 


Adding these together, we get 166 thanas and 20,934 square ttiiles 0f 
roughly speaking, one thana for 126 square miles, which again rougUy 
means, a space, say, 12 miles in length and 10 miles in breadth, 
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^ ® Sir, what I mean to say, is it 

pOa^ that onr peasantry will take full advantage of the demonstra* 
tiO«; Oliiitres, which we are proposing to open for their benefit? I think 
t^y Aould not be able to derive benefit from this arrangement. In 
the rainy sewon they would not be able to attend as that will be the 
time for cultivation, and again, in winter, after gathering the harvest, 
they will not be able to attend as at that time they will have to look 
after their own affairs. Besides these facts, our villagers are extremely 
conservative, they lack initiative power and consequently curiosity. 
They will not traverse so many miles to learn new truths which miglit 
be profitable to them in the long run. To teach them we have to reach 
them/ they will not come of their own accord to us and, therefore, to 
reach them we have to start demonstration centres nearly in every 
village. But this is impossible, first because the funds will not permit, 
and secondly, where shall we get such a large troop of agricultural 
demonstrators? That is why I propose that two or sometimes three 
demonstration centres should be opened according to the area of a 
thana. The average area of a thana being divided by three becomes 
three spaces, two of them are 8 by 5 miles; and ono of them is 10 by 
4 miles. Still this area is a big one. The average area of a thana, 
namely, 126 square miles, is a thing which cannot uniformly be found 
in all the districts. In the districts of Burdwan and 24-Pargana8, the 
average is nearly the same. In the districts of nof>ghly, Howmh and 
Murshidahad, the number of thanas is far above the average. But in the 
districTs of Bankura and Birbhum, the number of thanas is far below 
the average, in the case of the former there is one thana in every 291 
square miles, and in the case of the latter, there is one thana in every 
194 square miles. Thus one demonstration centres for so big a space 
as 14 by 14 miles will be of no use; here, if we divide the area by three, 
we will get three spaces, two of which may be 10 by 7 miles and one 
14 by 4 miles. This, however, may he practicable. I want this small 
and limited area, as I want to teach the real cultivators of the soil the 
various truths regarding agriculture. 

Our soils in many places are showing signs of diminishing returns. 
This is certainly the result of over-exhaustion. They can be re- 
couped if scientific method of manuring be applied to them. The first 
demonstration that is to be made to them is to teach them how to 
increase the profit from crops which they generally cultivate. Secondly, 
we have to teach them the improved method of manuring. Thirdly, we 
have to show how to increase their outturn for their benefit by trying to 
introduce better and more profitable crops, which have been properly 
mvestigated and experimented in Govemment farms. 

It may be assumed that the demonstrators will tour through the 
and will explain to the villagers practically on the spot and 
'0 tiieir own fields but even in this case, the area of a thana is too 
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big for one demonstrator; moreover, whatever jHuctical ^emd&etii 
tions may be made on the spot, the majority of the demonstrati^j 
should be made on the demonstration farms; in this case the peasant 
ought to attend the demonstration centre to understand it piopeiiy 
The next point of my friend is that every agricultural demonstrati^ 
should have veterinary knowledge also, which is impossiUe. 
cannot get men at once having these double qualifications and 
cannot wait for them. I, therefore, request my friend to drop the idea 
That can be separately looked after by the Department. Lastly, I be| 
to add that if the required number of demonstrators according to thii 
scheme be not available, I hope the Government will agree to under 
take to launch the project at once with the few demonstrators, whi 
will be available, assuring us that in future, as more and more demon 
strators will be available, the sphere of activities will similarly Im 
increased as proi)o8ed. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: I support the resolutioi 
cordially. The district demonstration farms cannot attract owing tc 
the distance, our village cultivators to come and see model farms and 
the modes of using improved implemenis and can do very little towardt 
educating the cultivators in agricultural matters for whieh 
purjxwe they are established. Now the time has surely come when 
there should be an extension of these institutions for economic and 
other reasons. These demonstration farms should be started for every 
thana so that the cultivators may reap the benefit in the matter of 
improved agriculture from the demonstration farm and they at the 
same time can get advice in the matter of improving their cattlei and also 
when their cattle is ill. At present they cannot do much work owing 
to their number being very small. 

As regards the amendment 1 think it will be very costly to have 
three demonstration farms within the jurisdic^tion of each thana. 

'Willi till sc fc'.v words I support the original resolution. 

Mauivi HAMID.UD.DiN KHAN; I rise to give my whole-hearted 
support to the resolution moved by Rai Ji.gendra Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur. My reason is that unless there are demonstration centres 
at every thana, the jioor cultivators cannot be lienefited. They cannot 
all go to the headquarters of their districts where there are demon- 
stration farms at present. I beg to point out only one other matter 
and that is that the demonsrntors who will be appointed for these thanu 
should have some training in veterinaiy science. So far as I can underi 
stand, unless they have veterinary knowledge," they cannot do rnneh 
good to the people by going to the villages, because the question fll" 
improving the cattle is an essentially important question not only in 
Ben^ but also in any other part of the world. In my part of ^ , 
province, foot and mouth disease is so prevalent that the onltivat(M 
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4?ei in very great difficulties. If the demonstrators have some 
pary knowledge it would prove to be of great help to the pow 
If there are farms in every thana, demonstrators will have 
^ opportunity to go into a village and to impart the knowledge of 
improyed oultivation to the poor villagers. At the present moment, 
what itf the position of these cultivators? There is no attraction what« 
ever for them to go to the headquarters which may be very far from 
their villages to get instruction in improved methods of agriculture. 
For these reasons, I say that these farms should be established at every 
thana and that the demonstrators should have some veterinary know* 


With these words, I support the resolution. 


Hal MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs I desire to speak 
on the subject. Having been connected with the agricultural farms 
and the work of the demonstrators, I beg to submit that the resolution 
of Rai Jogendra Chunder Ohose Bahadur seems to me a very large 
order. It is very difficult to get hold of many demonstrators e8i)ecialiy 
located in each thana. I am inclined to think that the proposal made 
by Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Roy Bahadur may demand the consideiation 
of the Council. The work of the demonstrators is not a very easy one. 
They move about from village to village to explain to the cultivating 
people how the work is to be done, and what manure is to be applied, 
I may say from my personal knowledge that the cultivators are very 
slow to accept the views of these demonstrators because their views 
are opposed to their old crude ideas. It is necessary for the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge to consider whether it will be an easy matter to carry 
out the resolution suggested by the Rai Bahadur. I submit to the 
Council that we will have to proc(*ed on the lines suggested by ihe demon- 
strators. I think it is necessary to have more farms for this j)urpose, 
I am afraid we cannot at this stage ask the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Department to provide us with more fanns in different parts 
of the province. I therefore think it is better for us to improve gradu- 
ally accepting the views of Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Roy Bahadur. 

nlibM TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: These two resolutions, the 
CMde moved by Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur and the other 
Oloved by Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Roy Bahadur, deserve the most care- 
lil consideration on the part of the House. There are 668 thanas in 
3l^gal. I do not know if the Rai Bahadur has calculated the cost 
would be necessary for opening out so many agricultural centres. 
If I am to admit frankly I have very little faith in the improved method 
of, agriculture. If one would look into the budget carefully, one would 
that the Government exi)enditure for improved agricultu^ exceed# 
% about two lakhs the income from the improved method of ,agnV,ttIr 
If the villagers are to be taught this sort of economy, I thin^ 



iw AGtaeUIOTALDSMOlTSTteroNCENTl^ 

thevillagerfl would not come forward to learn these thin^. 
orer, there would be some difiSculty in getting lands and theie would 
be difficulty in getting qualified agricultural experts. Of course) the 
mover has the best of motives. He wants to improve the food-supplj^ 
of Bengal, but I doubt whether his object would be fulfilled by the 
establishment of so many agricultural centres. 

With these words I oppose the resolution. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali supporting Bai 
Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur. A translation of his speech is 
as follows:— 

Agriculture can be improved if the cultivators are properly trained, 
and at the same time immense good will be done to the country if they 
are given any training in the treatment of cattle. Cattle pest has 
become the by-word of the country, and some remedy must be devised 
for its prevention. If a number of veterinary doctors are available 
in the country, the pestilence may be averted to a certain extent. With 
the increase in the cost of living the prices of cattle have gone up, and 
it is physically imi)08sible for the poor agriculturist to purchase his 
cattle at an enhanced cost, and the result is that he cannot cultivate his 
pasture lands. It is, therefore, that starvation stares us in the face, 
and the country is now on the verge of bankruptcy. The zamindars 
would not exempt the cultivators from paying rents under any circum- 
stances, and the money-lenders would not refrain from charging high 
rates of interest. The inevitable consequence of all these is that the 
cultivator is forced to mortgage his landed proj)erties at prohibitive 
rates of interest, and when he is hemmed in on all sides with insur- 
mountable difficulties, he is under the painful necessity of disposing of 
these at a nominal price. Milk-supply has become scarce consequent 
upon the destruction of cows, and adulteration is, therefore, so prevalent 
in these days. I would, however, strongly urge that with the further- 
ance of agricultural education a veterinary training should also be 
imparted to the poor cultivators in order to save the country from 
pestilence, famine and other ills. 

The Hon’Me the Niwab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI* 
Khen Behatflir: Government are fully aware of the necessity of 
increasing the number of demonstration centres in Bengal. They have 
already announced on more than one occasion that it is their policy to. 
have an agricultural demonstrator for every police-station in Bengal 
This is a goal which cannot be reached immediately. There are 614 
police-stations in the province, and at present we have only 79 demon* 
strators. The number can only be gradually increased not only on^ 
financial grounds but also because the training of these demonstratbri 
;bkes time, and only a limited number of qualified men can be turned ! 
out each year. In the supplementary demands which were voted^ fe 1 





se^ the Gotincil ^ade proTiaion for 50 new denumatratora 
jb Mapped during the current year. This is the largest number of 
pOW, for which it will be possible to find trained candidates. The 
me^ proposes that our demonstrators should not only be agriculturists, 
but should also have some training in veterinary knowledge. This is 
a matter which has been engaging my attention, and I have been in 
Consultation with the Veterinary Adviser to the Government on the 
subject. It has been decided that in future our demonstrators should 
be given a short course of training in first-aid, cattle-breeding and 
cattle hygiene. A number of demonstrators have already gone through 
a course of this kind and it is intended that gradually a similar veteri- 
nary training should he given to all the demonstrators in the department. 
I am, therefore, in agreement with the mover of the resolution, and I 
accept the recommendations wdii<‘h he has made. 

As regards the amendment moved by Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Roy 
Bahadur it is open to objection on the ground of expense, because it 
involves the acquisition of more land, and on the ground that if a 
demonstrator is to he in charge of three centres much of his time will 
be wasted in travelling from one centre to another. Whereas for his 
work to be really useful, it is ne('e8sary that he should be constantly 
present at the demonstration farm and look after it. One man cannot l)e 
expected to work proiierly in three places. The expression “ perfect 
knowledge of agriculture too is vague. There are many degrees of 
agricultural knowledge and I do not think a very high degree of know- 
ledge can be expected from the men of the demonstrator class. We 
hope, however, that the training which they will get in our secondary 
agricultural schools will do something to raise the standard. 

There are over 600 police-stations in Bengal and many years must 
elapse before we can provide one demonstration centre for each of 
them. I think, therefore, that we should l)e well advised at present 
to content ourselves with aiming at the provision of one such centre 
in each thana. When that has been accomplished the question of 
additional centres may reasonably l)e considered. While sympathis- 
ing with the obje<!t of the mover of the amendment and with his enthu- 
siasm for agricultural propaganda, I suggest that bis amendment is 
IWematare and ask him to withdraw it. If he is willing to do so, I am 
then^ accept the original resolution as moved by Rai Jogendra Chunder 
Obose Bahadur. 

* The motion of Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Roy Bahadur was put and lost, 
Rai Jogendra Chunder Ohose Bahadur’s original motion was tka 
pat and agreed to. 


EaUbfishment af a Seagal Radiologioal Inetituta. 

Up. HAttAN ftUHRAWAROY: I move that this Coimeil leefls* 
pMncIa to the OoTernmest that early be taken to eatablieh »t b 



•aitable centre in Bengal a Badiological Inatitnte to be phwwd iit.(to!g|9 
of a specialist. 

On the 2l8t of Felwuary this year, a resolution was moved in tb if 
Council urging Government to take immediate steps to establi^ » 
Indium Institute in Calcutta. In the course of the debate, the Hon’Ue 
Bir Surendra Nath Banerjea expressed his symimthy with the resdutioa, 
but he was rather sceptical as to the usefulness of Badium as a cUnttTe 
agent in cancerous and other malignant growths. The Hon’ble Vinjftfr 
went into the question of the relative value of X-rays and radium and be 
advised the House to go by expert opinion as to the usefulness of radium 
and dwp X-rays as a curative agent. He convened a meeting of the 
Standing Committee on Public Health on which I had the honour to 
serve and got the opinion of the members as to what steps should be 
taken for the establishment of a Radium Institute in Calcutta. In the 
resolution now before the House I am asking the House to consider the 
desirability of establishing a Radiological Institute, which is a combi- 
nation of a Radium and X-rays Institute. By Radiology I mean the 
science of curing diseases by means of rays from radio-active 
bodies like radium, actinium, and also X-rays, ultra-violet 

roys, Finsen rays, etc. X-rays are classified into soft rays, 
t.e., those which are not very penetrating and hard rays, 
t.e., those which are very penetrating and pass deep into the tissues. 
When radium was first introduced, its value as a curative agent was 
very much recognised in the treatment of cancer because all the three 
grades of radium rays, viz., the Alpha, Beta, and Gama rays pass 
deeper than the deepest X-rays and it was for this reason that the medi- 
cal profession thought that they had found in radium rays the means 
of curing disea-ses of a malignant nature; and this fact has given rise 
to the difference of opinion among experts which the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter referred to previously, namely, whether the deepest X-ray therapy 
was the panacea for the cure of cancer or whether it was the radium 
rays. I submit that it is a combination of both these— Radiology— 
which is the best curative agent. Professor Sietz and Wintz of Erlagen 
in Saxony have worked a technique by which they are curing malig- 
nant growths specially of a cancerous nature, cent, per cent., and so 
great has been the success of this technique that it has revolutionised 
the treatment for cancer in every Radiological Institute in the C<mti- 
nent of Europe and in America. So far as we know, by means of other . 
methods, cancer only in its very early stage can be cured undw favour- 
able conditions by extensive operation, but in its later stages the oaM ‘ 
is inoperable— a term by which the surgeon means that one can operate, 
but it may not be of any value to the patient, who may die of the shock 
of the operation or that the result of the operation will not be of aiw 
material advantage to the patient and the disease may get 
into the whole system. It is only in the very early operable in i nt that 

cun has been effected by drastic operative interteienoe. 
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f!&cli an operation for the cure of cancer of the womb is named after 
a Iplsbrated gynaecologist named Warthiem’s of Vienna. Erlagen tech* 
nilM is now replacing Warthiem's operation in Warthiem^s own hos* 
pital'in Vienna, by demonstrating the great advantage that radiological 
treatment has over surgical operation performed even in the earliest 
stagOs of cancer. Now what I wish to impress on the House is that 
Eadiology is the best and a sure cure for cancer. Let us see what ia 
the opinion of the medical profession and scientific world at the present 
time. 

I maintain that there is a very large body of opinion in Europe and 
America that radiology is a cure for all cases of cancer, not only in the 
very early stages of the disease but even advanced cases yield to this 
treatment. What is the present position of the profession outside this 
line of treatment ? The present position is that unless a cancer case is 
in its. very early stage recognised and operated on, it is incurable even 
by an extensive surgical operation, and what I have now stated will, 
I trust, be borne out by the hon’ble Surgeon-General, Colonel Wilson, 
who is a surgeon of great repute and who, till recently, so creditably 
occupied the Chair of Surgery in the Medical College of Bengal. He 
will, 1 am sure, bear me out that unless cancer of the womb is treated 
at a very very early stage, one may operate upon the jjatient, but one 
can never say that one will give the patient any cure. In Europe they 
have no prejudice against operative treatment, yet what is the treatment 
resorted to for such cases in up to date European hospitals P They take 
the help of Radiological treatment. But what do we find here in India P 
In India, we have a great dread for and prejudice against operation; 
so Homoiopalhy, TInani, Ayurvedic and other systems are resorted to, 
because they promise to cure without the aid of a knife, and without a 
surgical operation. That is one of the reasons why these systems are 
so popular in this country. Now, Sir, here is a disease which has no 
chance of cure unless operated upon at the ealiest stage, and here is a 
community who is afraid of the knife and has prejudice against surgical 
operations. Therefore, Indian patients will come to the surgeon not at 
the early stage of their disease but after they have tried Hakimi, Unani, 
Homoeopathy, etc., and when every other system has failed, they come 
as a last resort to the surgeon when no suffering is too much for them. 
Ki that stage at best only a jialliative operation, that is a non-curative 
peration which may give only a partial or temporary relief can be 
fared to the patient after undergoing the risks of a most extensive 
juration in a run-down and emaciated patient. 

Another point which has also special reference to our community 
% connection with the treatment of cancer of the womb, fibroid tumours 
I the womb and in many other diseases associated with that organ is 
hi social ideas and customs of our country. Our females will never 
lit themselves treated by the celebrated gynsecologist of the day. I 
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had the advantapre and benefit of getting a training at the Rotnfida 
Hospital in Dublin — one of the largest gynaecological institutions in 
the world— and I was astonished to find what a large number of women 
came there for the treatment of what would be considered here as tlie 
most trivial cases, ailtl they always got cured, because their diseases 
were in an incipient stage and attended to early. But the women in 
this country owing to their time-honoured custom will never consult 
a male doctor. They seek the advice of female quacks or an indiffer- 
ent female docior till their disease growls from bad to worse and reach 
the inojM'rable and incurable stage. Therefore, dread of operation on 
the one hand, and the social condition and juejudice on the other, helps 
the fatal malignant disease of the womh to grow till an inoperable stage 
the pjitient, driven by the excruciating pain and suffering associated 
with tlie disease, either suffers a ixiinful lingering death or at last 
offers herself for treatment by the surgeon’s knife. But con- 
sider what have we got to offer as a substitute in the case of 
lladiidogical treatment? The i)atient never sees the surgeon who 
0 }>eruieH in a dark roimi and behind a screen. The rays are thrown over 
the diseased pnrl ot the body, from over the doilies without any undue 
exposure and, as if by magic, the disease disajqx^ars without the patient 
feeling the treatment or knowing any thing about it. There is no fear 
of keeping the caily cases away. I think here is a wonderful means of 
cure before us. If it be argued that Radiological therapy can give 
cure only in 95 i)er cent, of cases, I ask what other system can give even 
6 jier cent? It has certainly the potentiality of relieving pain in cent. 
I>er (!ent. of incurable and inojitU'able cases. Morphia injections and 
other narcotics and sojMirific agents only deaden jiain and that for a short 
IXM'iod. They do nothing else. Radiological treatment gives permanent 
relief to the patient and also gives a longer lease of life and rest. If 
the Ilon’ble Minister wants a definite case I may be allowed to refer to 
a rec<mt case of a lady patient within my knowledge who suffered day 
and night for several months and did not know what sleep w^as in spite 
of most iK)tent norcotics. She consulted the celebrated doctors and 
gyniec(dogists of the country, but they c'ould not give her any relief 
and said she was suffering from cancer. The lady got no relief. She 
consulted Hakims, Kabirajes, Ilonueoixiths but all to no purpose. She 
was treated with raoi’idiia injections but that too failed to have any 
effect as the disease grew older. At last the Radiological Institute at 
Ranchi was suggested and she was sent there. She has returned from 
there and lias got relief even at that advanced stage. She has improved 
in health and is free from all the symptoms of the disease. Even if it. 
was not an absolute cure, what does it matter? Its value is purely aca- 
demic, but it is certainly a sure means of alleviating the sufferings of 
the patient, and, I think, if only for this reason, the members of the 
Council should give their 8Ui)port to my proposal. But I have said it 
cures all early, and nearly aU well recognised cases of malignant disease. 
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W« are voting money for surgical instruments and oi)eration theatres. 
Hundreds and thousands of ruiws are siKuit for instruments indented 
from Europe and America in order to give to our imtieiits the liest chance 
of recovery. If the Hon’ble Minister is not satisfied that Radiological 
therapy is an alwoliite and sure si)ecifi(‘ for cancer, and malignant growths, 
the hon'ble the Surgeon -(ieneml will, I am sure, k^ar me out when I 
say that no surgical treatment insures and promises a certain cure not 
only in malignant cases but in everyday surgical ()]H*rations like an 
amputation for a smashed leg and thigh. Does that stop us from doing 
our duty by our patients? I think a strong case has been made out for 
the House to vote money for the establishment of a Radiological Insti- 
tute. 

Now let us see how much money will be reijuired. If once we get 
Rs. 50,000 worth of radium, we can proceed to work. We spend a 
large sum of money in surgical instruments and apjdiances wliich are 
liable to rust, deteriorate' and depreciate in value. On the contrary, 
the value of radium hardly goes down; it lias every chance of appreciat- 
ing in value, be(’ause in Europe and Aimu-ica thme is only a definite 
quantity and they are fre([Uently in need of radium, tln^y may buy from 
you in which case you may sell it at say Rs. 75,000. Then willi our 
stock of radium you will be able to cui'e jXMqde of fatal diseases and 
earn a handsome revenue as fees. It is a business pro])osition and I am 
sure would apinnil to the memkus representing tin* Rengal (liamber 
of Commerce. It is a reproductive scheme. If you can sjiend this 
amount of money it will lie a source of income, for you will be able to 
send emanations of the radium to v\(‘althy out-station patients. So the 
combination of X-ray and radium will not only be ot immense Iwnefit 
to suffering humanity, but also be jirofitable. We must admit that 
although radium is a costly thing, its value as a curative' agt'nt is un- 
doubted and immensely outweighs its sterling value; and what is 
Rs. 50,000 or a lakh of rui)ees compared to its usefulness. Therefore, 
we should not hesitate to spnd a couple of lakhs for the establishment 
of a well eipiipped Radiological Institute in. Rengal. Whether Calcutta 
is the best place or not, it is for the Ilon'ble Minister with the help of 
his expert advisers to decide. Personally sjxiaking, howev<*r, 1 think 
Calcutta is a very suitable place; for here we hav(‘ already got the Lady 
Minto Electrical Annexe in charge of an exjKU’t with a staff of trained 
nurses. This can be developed and converted into a fully ecjuipiXMl 
Centnil Radiological Institute. The money sptmt will not k*. wasted. 
Radium does not deteriorate in the heat of the plains. The cost ot 
embarking on such proposals which may involve a lakh or a lakh and 
fifty thousand will l}e amply justified by the considerations which I 
have advanced in its support. You may take it, Sir, that radiological 
treatment is not in an emperical and exi)erimental stage. It is regarded 
in the light of an exact science. In India we are generally and mostly 
^ded by what is done in the British Isles. In St. Bartholomew’! 
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Hospital in Ix)ndon, where Colonel Wilson, our present Surgeon-Oeneral 
had his training, there is a. Radiological department. Tliere are in the 
City of London about half a dozen Radiological departments attached 
to different hospitals and the University of Cambridge confers a diploma 
in Radiology. But in Calcutta, which is the second city in the British 
Empire, the London of the East, we have not got a single institution 
for the purjxjse. Cur i)eople have to go to Bihar for treatment at the 
small Radium Institute which has been established by a retired I.M.S. 
officer. The premier province in India — the commercial and intellec- 
tual capital of India — ought to have a Radiological Institute. It is the 
most suitable centre for establishment of an Imperial Radiological Insti- 
tute at a very early date and like Cambridge give training and diplomas 
in Radiology. 1 commend the resolution to the notice of the Hon’ble 
Ministei’ and api)eal to the non-official members of the House for their 
wh()h‘-l!eint(‘d support. 1 also ai>i)eal to my hon’ble friend, Balm Suren- 
dra Nath Mallik, th(‘ non-official Chairman of the Calcutta Corjwration, 
to see that the Calcutta (>or{K)ration gives adequate supjwrt and grant to 
this laudable object. 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I am rather glad that my 
friend, Dr. llassan Suhrawjirdy, has thought fit to bring Indore the Coun- 
cil this pioposal and has quite justly given us a discourse on the wonder- 
ful achievements of that excellent element radium. As medical men 
we are vitally interested in the observations and experiments over radium 
carried on by medit^al men and scientists all the world over, and nothing 
has startled us more during recent years than the di8(‘overy of radium 
and its apj)licati()n foi* medical purposes. All throughout the civilised 
world radium is being tried to cure cancer, tumour, etc., and large sums 
of money are being spent for tliis purpose. We all earnestly hope that 
ere long we shall find out what diseases may be eradicated and cured 
with the help of radium. It must be admitted that the Government in 
this country are not totally inactive in this resjject. Not far from this 
city— I mean al Ranchi — we have a Radudc.gical Institute in which very 
useful work is being done at the present moment. As a medical practi- 
tioner in this city, 1 have (‘ome in contact with a few cases of wonder- 
ful results achievtul at Ranchi. Since then I was thinking whether the 
work of the Ranchi Institute could not be made more widely known; 
and my friend, Dr. Ilussaii Suhrawardy, has done a service by giving 
that publicity to radium, and we are thankful to him for the same. I 
agree wdth him so far. But 1 humbly differ from him when he says that 
another Radium Institute should be at once established in a suitable 
place in Bengal. I believe he must have Calcutta in view. Ranchi 
was not outside Bengal till only the other day, and it is not a very dis- 
tant place either from Calcutta. Those who want benefit of the radium 
treatment can easily go there and make arrangements for it. Although 
great expectations are reposed on the wonderful achievements of radium. 
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I do not think that the time has come when we should insist upon the 
Ckrrernment to establish another centre in Calcutta. I person^y feel 
that perhaps the day is not very distant, but my friend may be consi- 
dered to be impatient if without waiting for the results of the experi- 
ments in radium carried out all the world over, especially at Ranchi, 
he asks us to recommend to Government to sjkukI a large sum of money 
for anothei Radium Institute in (-alcutta. However anxious I may be 
for the popularisation of radium, however anxious I may Ik* that there 
should be a thing of this kind nearer our home, 1 am (lis|K)sed to advise 
the Council to wait for a short time. Another point that strikes me is 
that even if we decide to have a place for radium treatment in Calcutta 
at once, we need not make a seimrate arrangement for that pur|K)se. We 
have in this city the largest medical establishment in the blast — I mean 
the Calcuita Medical College to which the Tro])ical Sidiool has recently 
been added. What justification w^ould there be in multiplying institu- 
tions. The proper course should be to ask the authorities of the Medi- 
cal College to extend its s]>here of usefulness by making ariangements 
for radium treatment in Calcutta. I believe Cidonel Wilson and other 
gentlemen connected with Government will gladly take upon themselves 
to see how far the facilities of the Medical Ccdlege can b(‘ utilised for 
this purpose and our object will be gained without incurring any very 
large expenditure. In any case, it is the opinion of many that we should 
rather wait a short time to find out how tilings woik, liefore the 
establishment of a separate Radiological Institute in Cahuitta is decided 
upon. 

SURGEON-GENERAL with the GOVERNMENT of BENGAL 
(Lieutenant-Colonel Ra Pi Wilson): With your indulgence and that of 
the members present, I should like to make a few brief remarks in con- 
nection with the very excellent proposal put forward by ])r. Hassan 
Suhrawardy. I do not consider that this is the particular place or the 
particular occasion for a technical discussion as to the advantages or 
disadvantages of radiological treatment. I claim to have a little know'- 
ledge of the subject, but I am of opinion that it should be left to a com- 
mittee of experts w'ho are working upon the subject to submit its report 
to Government for decision as to what steps should be taken. I think 
the members here will all agree that the time has come in India, and 
particularly in Calcutta, for the establishment of a Radiological Institute 
which should be worked in connection with the Lady Minto X-ray Insti- 
tute. We have radium to a certain extent in Bihar and I think there 
is some in Bombay also. I believe only Ranchi }K)s.sesse8 the (|uantity 
of radium necessary for curing what are called remediable diseases, 

In the matter of quantity, 250 300 milligrammes of radium would be 

required to cure malignant diseases, such as cancer — that is the infor- 
mation which I gained from the Radiological Institute of London. 
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Now, Sir^ this is not the place for discussing a technical question 
like thivM. We do not know fully as yet what are the limitations or 
possibilities of radium ; it is early yet to speak on the subject with any 
degree of cei tainty, I would like to have the opinion of a large number 
of medical men working upon it in connection with the cure and allevia- 
tion of cancer, for it is particularly with regard to this disease that we 
wish to make Calcutta the c(‘ntre of such an institute. Calcutta is the 
centre to which most of the poor people come when they are attacked 
with diseases requiring an operation of surgical importance. It is no 
use wiying that the lesources at the disposal of the Radiological Insti- 
tute at Uancdii are sufficient to (‘ope with the demands of the poor 
peoj^le of Bengal as well as of Bihar. So I think the centre must be 
at Cahiutta. 

I greatly admire the enthusiasm of Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy, but I am 
not quite certain that T share the ojdiniism with which he regards this 
question of radiological treatment. I do not deny that a Radiological 
Institute is necessary and essential. If we can find the funds, the 
sooner the beticu’; hut we should first want more detailed information 
and knowl(‘dge about the matter. It is not a scheme which it will do 
for us to rush into hot-hcuidod. We must first of all have expert opinion 
with regard to the amount recjuired, the technique in (‘onnection with 
its wojkiiig, the particular kind of building r(‘([Uiit‘d and so forth. 
I agree with Dr. Jlassan Suhrawardy with regard to the necessity and 
imporiaru'e of a Radiological Institute for (’alcutta, but I wunild suggest 
to him that lu‘ should leave the matter in the aide hands of the Tlon’ble 
Minister wluj would, 1 am perfectly certain, have it put forward in a 
detaiiled form. As it is u measure for the public good and for the relief 
of human suifering, T am sure it would receive the consideration which 
the Hon’ble Minister always gives to such (piestions. In these circum- 
stances, T would suggest to Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy that this matter 
should he put before tlie Ilon’ble Minister in detail, so that when funds 
are available it would be taken in baud. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRAJ During the last session an identi- 
eal resolution was moved by my friend, Mr. Tarit Bhiisan Roy, and I 
whole-heartedly su])])oried it. The main grounds of my support were 
that from all aeeouuts wdiieh we received from the daily press and medical 
journals, it seemed that the value of radium was not certainly less than 
a straw to a drowning man; and the amount of evidence that had been 
collected by the radiologists of Europe had shown that they were doing 
useful work. During the last session the Hon’hle Minister very kindly 
invited us to a committee mainly on the lines desired by Surgeon -General 
Wilson. We met and it was found that the consensus of opinion was 
neither for nor against it. The idea was evenly distributed, and as a 
matter of fact, the committee desired Dr. Kedar Nath Das, who mm 
then going to England, to inquire about the radiological institutes in 
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Euiope and inforjn the Council what he found there. I do not know 
wlbi Dr. Kedar Nath Das has reported to the Council and the Hon’ble 
Misidter, but this much is certain that he is favourably disposed 
tof^ards the question of establishing a Radiological Institute in Calcutta. 
At one time, my friend, Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy, was against this pro- 
posal, but I am very glad now that he has agreed to the establishment 
of such an institution. 1 had to discuss this question with him for 
several minutes to convince him that a Radiological Institution was u 
necessity in Calcutta. However, I am very glad to see that he has not 
only agreed to the proposal but he himself has brought forward a resolu- 
tion like this, over which he is now an enthusiast. 

As regards the question whether a Radiological Institute should Ik» 
established in Calcutta or at Ranchi, may 1 know ahy Rmigal should 
be dependent on Ranchi in this resjKH'ty Rcngul is sufliiimitly rich — 
although there is financial stringency here — to establi'^h a Radiological 
Institute of its own; furthermore it has got a M(‘dical (i)llcge, whilst 
there is none in Bihar, and so it is fitting that a Radiological Institute 
.should be established in ('alcutla in connection with the local Medical 
College. It will teach the students Radiology and will 1 h* a source of 
immense relief to the large mass of suffering huniaiiity. I have 
explained that there was a committee on this particular subject, for the 
information of Surgeon-Ucneral Wilson who was not on tli(‘ committee; 
so I do not like that a further committee shoiild b(‘ ai>iK)inlial to further 
thre.sli out the (juestion ad mfiuiium. The tinu' lais come wlii'ii a j)ro- 
nouncement from our kind Ministei should he mad(‘ !U’(rj>tiiig our 
demand for the establishment of a Radiological liistilnh* in (’uleutta. 
In this way it will greatly add to the useful ness ol tln‘ Medical (jollege 
so far as th(‘ relief of suffering humanity is coneci ikmI, 

With these few remarks, I heaitily su]>j>ort the icsolulion so ably 
moved by my friend, Di*. Hassan Suhrawardy. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 do not think that I have 
a right to 8i)eak on the subject. 1 have never s(‘eii radium in my life, 
nor do I want to. If it is a fact that there is going to h(^ an institute, 
it is bound to be in Calcutta. It is a shame to tliiiik that our iieople 
should have to go to Ranchi, Balasore and places of that kind. For 
us, the people of Calcutta, it is absurd, most prelK)steroiis. What is it 
that you are speaking of Rs. 9 lakhs and things of that kind. It is a 
disgrace if we cannot find this amount for establishing an institute of 
this character for the amelioration of suffering humanity, but it is a 
I»«po8teroU8 idea to think of going to Ranchi. If it is to he established 
anywhere, it is to be in (^alcutta and (’ah utta only, l)ecause Calcutta 
is the best of all places. There is no place like (Calcutta. So far as the 
Corporatiou is concerned, the members of the C()riK)ration will lie large- 
hearted enough to give every coii.sideration to the claims of an institute 
like this which is for the purpose of ameliorating suffering humanity. 
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They have alwayn been benevolent in this respect ; they have always beell 
■ helping? institutions like hospitals, nurses^ institutes, bacteriological 
laboratory, bal)y clinics and maternity homes in the shape of grants. 
Why should they not? If there is to be an institute like this in Calcutta, 
certainly they will be glad to contribute their share to it. All I can say 
is that if there is going to be an institute, it is bound to be in Calcutta 
as there is no jdace like Calcutta. Everything good and great must be 
in Calcutta for it is the greatest City in the East. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjoa): I think 

that the thanks of tliis Council and of the public are due to Dr. Hassan 
Suhrawardy for bringing forward this resolution bi'fore the Council. 
Dr. Suhrawardy, if 1 may say so without im])ertinence, is inspired almost 
with ajmstolic fervour in regard to the establishment of a 
Radium Institute in (.alcutta. We have learnt a great deal from the 
learned discourse which he has }>resented to us tins afternoon. I think 
1 rightly interpret the sense of this Council when I say that we all 
desire U) sympathetically consider the question of the establishment of 
a Radium Institute in Calcutta. Having n^gard to tin* financial jx)8i- 
tion of the (iovernment, its attitude at jiresent must be one of non- 
committal, although at the same time I may say on behalf of the Govern- 
ment that it has the dee]K‘st sympathy with this j)]‘()])Osal and it is only 
a question of time as to when a Radium Institute will be established in 
Calcutta. 

My friend, Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra, has referred to the meeting of 
the Standing Committee of the Health Depaitment in which this matter 
was co’isidered. Dr. Moitra was present and so was Dr. Suhrawardy. 
We commissioned Dr. Kedar Nath Das who was then proceeding to 
England and Dr. Mackay to obtain information in England with regard 
to the work of radium institutes in that country. Dr. Das unfortu- 
nately has not been able to jirovide us with any information on the 
subject. We are awaiting the re}>ort of Dr. Mackay. Then, Sir, 
matters of detail have to l)e considered. A question has been raised as 
to whether it should be in Calcutta or whether we should associate our- 
selves with the institute at Ranchi. Sjx*aking j)er8onally, not on behalf 
of the Government, speaking as a public man born and bred in Calcutta 
and proud of this city and its traditions, I say that if an institute of 
that kind is to be established it ought to have its home and habitation 
in this city and this city alone. I am very glad to find that that is the 
feeling expressed by my friend, Mr. Mallik, the acting Chairman of the 
CoriHU’ation, and what is more, he has anticipated the judgment of the 
Corporation in regard to the financial help which we may derive from 
that body in this connection. He has told us that the Corporation, in 
conformity with its traditions of beneficence in supporting institutions 
of this kind, will undoubtedly lend its countenance and its financial aid 
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to Hm institute when it has been established. I am sure he is a good 
pnqiiMt and he has anticipated what the verdict of the Corporation will 
be. If he continues to be, at the time, as I am sure he will be, the chief 
ex^^utive oflScer of the Cori^oration under the new Act, I am confident 
that he will employ all his great power and influence in fulfilling the 
anticipations which he has outlined above. 

Mft Da Cl CHOSE: If the new Act permits. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: My friend says 
if the new Act permits. We shall see to it that it does, because it will 
be a most useful institution which should receive the active financitil 
support of such a great body ns the Corjwration. Therefore, Sir, sjx'ak- 
ing on behalf of myself I will say this that I am in the deejvst symixithy 
with the resolution of my friend, Dr. Suhrawardy. SjKMikiiig on behalf 
of the Government, I may express the same feeling. As a member of 
the Government I am not at present piuinitted to pnxet^d further, in 
view of our financial difficulties with which the (k)uncil is so familiar. 
Well, the sympathy of the Government — not the li|)-d(‘c]) symj)aihy 
which my friend, Rai Jogendra riuinder Ghose Rahadur, was sometimes 
content to impute to Government — the sympathy of the (iovernmeiit, if 
it is real, if it is active, is a moral asset which has a value all its own 
and I have not the slightest doubt that this symj)athy when funds jH’rmit 
will materialise in a case like this into a(‘tive supix)rt. Reyond that 1 
am not prepared to go. I trust that with the assurance which the 
Surgeon-General has given to Dr. Suhrawardy and with which 1 thorough- 
ly associate myself, my friend will see his way to withdraw the resolu- 
tion which he can bring forward again. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: We have heard what the medical 
meml)ers of this House had to say and what the Surgcon-Gen(‘ral, tlio 
expert adviser of Government, the Chairman of the Calcutta ('orjwra- 
tion, and the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the l^ublic Health and 
Medical Departments. I thank them one and all for the warm HUpjK)rt 
they have given to this resolution. I am, however, surjuised at Rai 
Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt Bahadur’s s{)eech. The {K>int raised l)y Rai Dr. 
Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, that the Radiological Institute should l)e 
located outside Calcutta and that we should go to Ranchi has been 
repudiated by every meml>er who has sicken including the Surgeon- 
General. Apart from the fact that the Ranchi Show is a small and 
incomplete one, it is not a Radiological Institute. Calcutta is the 
medical capital of India, it is the centre, where the sick, lK)th rich and 
.poor, are attracted from all parts of India, by the fame of its eminent 
idiysicians and surgeons, and it is here where all the modem resources 
for the cure and relief of sick are handy and it is here that we should 
here our Radiological Institute. If an operation is inadvisable, the 
pitient will attend the Radiological Department just as they are now 
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advised to be {daced in the Surgical, the Medical, or the Eye Departiaeiii 
as the case may be. The Rai Bahadur thinks, because the School ol 
Tropical Medicine is situated in Calcutta, the Radio Institute should 
not be established. The case is just the reverse. If the Rai Bahadur 
took the trouble of finding out what goes on in the countries outside 
India or even outside Bengal, he would see that just as in every well- 
organizcnl institution in Calcutta there is a maternity ward, a surgical 
and medical ward, in Europe there is a Radiological Department also. 
Therefore, a Radiological Institute must he associated with advantage 
with the biggest and the largest medical institution in India. I need 
not say anything more than this. I have got on my side the opinion 
of the greatest expert in this House, Ijieutenant-Colonel R. P. Wilson^ 
F.R.c.s. (England). 

With regard to the point raised by my colleague, Dr. Jatindra Nath 
Moitra, I may inform the House that in the cold weather, when this 
question was discussed in the Standing Committee of the Public Health 
Department, I did not oppose the idea of a Radium Institute being 
started. He has thoroughly misunderstood me. In the l)eginning of 
my s|)eech 1 wanted to ex[)lain for the benefit of the lay members, the 
difference between a Radium Institute and a Rtuliological Institute. 
I think that Dr. Moitra does not require elucidation. I certainly 
supported (leneral Deare in the meeting of the Standing Committee. 
He explained clearly the difference of opinion regarding the curative 
virtue of the deep rays of radium and the Si)ecial X-ray. He never 
opposed the establishment of a Radium Institute nor did I do so. I have 
explained at some length at the beginning of my sjx^ech that the com- 
bining of X-iays — intensified X-rays and radium has given the best 
results. That is all that 1 have to tell my friend the Opthalmologist 
for his suggestion. 

Before I sit down I must offer my thanks to the Surgeon-Oeneral, 
Colonel Wilson, for the great sup|)ort he has given to the scheme and 
his ex|H*rt sui)iK)rt, no doubt, will have much weight with Government; 
1 am also grateful to the Hon’ble the Minister for his ever-sympathetic 
sup|)ort to my resolution like everything else that is introduced in this 
Council for the advancement of Public Health in Bengal. With the 
assurance that I have got from the Surgeon -General and from the Hon^ble 
the Minister, I think that I should withdraw the resolution. But I do 
so temporarily to bring it forward again if I find that Government are 
not taking the first opiwrtunity of putting the coat of building and 
equipping a Radium Institute in the next year’s budget. 

The motion was then, by leave of the CJouncil, withdrawn. 

Mtuivi Mcl. RAFIQUE UDDIN KHAN being absent, the following 

resolution, standing in his name, was deemed to l)e withdrawn: — 

This Council recommends to the Government that the postponed 
scheme of the jxirtition of the Mymensingh district be carried ^^*11 
early as possible,” 
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Mr. tYED NAHM AU: May I be permitted to move that reaolu- 
tioa in the abeence of Maulvi Md. Bafique Uddin Khan f 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENTs I hove already called on another 
person to speak. It is too late. 

Mft EYED NA8IM ALI: Unfortunately Maulvi Md. Rafique Uddin 
Khan is not in good health. He i.<i just coming. 

Dr. A. BUHRAWARDY: I rise to a point of order. Two members 
cannot address the House at the same time. 

Ral RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahidur: Maulvi Md. Rafique Uddin 
Khan has entered just in time. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: On a i>revious occasion I had to do the 
very same thing when Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur was {nissed 
over. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I think that Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur is in 
possession of the House. 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT; Yes, he is. 

irrigition Works. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move that this 
Council recommends to the Government that immediate stej>H be taken 
to prepare a comprehensive scheme of irrigation works for the province, 
and that detailed projects be forthwith undertaken and that excavation 
work be commenced from the beginning of the next official year, if 
not earlier. 

In moving this resolution, I ought to begin by stating that cerUin 
observations in the Annual Irrigation Revenue RejK)rt for Bengal for 
the. year 1918-19 tempted me to move this resolution. What 1 desire 
is the working out of a combined project of irrigation works of a com- 
prehensive character. 

Railway versus Irrigation is a large topic. It is time to amend post 
policy. The dire distress at Khulna should set us athinking, why famine, 
scarcity of food-grains and distress is so very frequent in this country. 
The question is one of grave importance. So far back as 4th Septerabttr, 
1801, the late lamented Mr. Romesh L'handra Dutta, c.i.E., i.c.,s., 
speaking on the economic condition of India at the Philosophical Institu- 
tion, Glasgow, among other things, said — 

We tkoald try to ascertain how far the sources of national wealth in India 
havt been devaloped by Railway! aad bow far the annual harreats of the people 
iM^vf been made lafe by irrigattoo vorki. 

16 a 
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We can very well make the same inquiry in this year of grace 1922. 
There is no doubt that the question is one of first importance both for 
the rulers and the chosen representatives of the people to decide. We 
are often asked and oftener reminded to differentiate between famine 
and scarcity of food-grains. But all the same we are constantly hear- 
ing from one or other part of the country tides of suffering and dire 
distress due to scarcity of food-grains— in fact due to famine conditions 
and this state of things continues in agricultural Bengal. It is, there- 
fore, HO much the wonder. The condition of the people of the Khulna 
district (no less than 4 millions, I am told) is a sad and harrowing tale 
of woe and suffering resulting in disease, slow and painful deaths and 
suicides. A worse state of things cannot be conceived. 

One who has seen the irri^^ation works in the United Provinces, Sind, 
the Punjab, Madras, Bombay and Bihar and is also conversant with 
local conditions in Bengal, will, let me hoi>e, admit that very small 
attention has been jmid to the question of irrigation in Bengal. To me 
this seems unfortunate. 

I find in the resolution on the annual Irrigation Revenue Report for 
Bengal for the year 1918-19, it lias l>een admitt(‘d ihat the whole 
(juestion is one of irrigation combiTied with agricultural and sanitary 
drainage.” What I ask this Council is, to give practical effect to this 
official view in dealing with the whole problem of irrigation in Bengal. 
In this Presidency, very little thought has been si>ent over this matter. 
Bengal is pre-eminently agricultural and yet it is in Bengal that irriga^ 
tion which forms the most essential feature of agriculture has been 
relegated to the position of least importance. If a comparative table 
is prepared giving the (juantity of crop production in the lo(*alitie8 which 
have the facility of irrigation with that of lo(‘alities without irrgation 
facilities, it will be found that the production of irrigated land is better 
and higher than that of land without irrigation facility. To design and 
carry out an elaborate and extensive scheme of irrigaton in Bengal — 
a scheme, again to quote the official language — ” combined with agri- 
cultural and sanitary drainage ” is not likely to tax the skill and energy 
of the Engineers of the Bengal Irrigation Department. I have no doubt 
that at the present day, wt will find many engineers among the irriga- 
tion staff in Bengal of the tyi^e of Sir V. Cautley, who designed and 
C4irried out the Upper Ganges Canal project from Hardwar to Cawnpur 
with thousands of minor canals and Eajbahas with syphons to irrigate 
every piece of land in the United Provinces. Many among us must 
have seen the Solani aqueduct, the Pathri viaduct, the Asafnagar fall, 
the Nadrai aqueduct (Lower Ganges Canal) on the Upper and Lower 
Ganges Canal in the United Provinces. These works and the construc- 
tion of the Ganges (Upper) Canal in the United Provinces are monu- 
merts of engineering skill. I mention these facts simply to show what 
insuperable difficulties have been overcome in constructing inigation 
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WQ^ks in the United Provinces and other parts of the country. I con- 
fidently hope that Irrigation Engineers in Bengal are as skilled in their 
profession and as resourceful as their brother officers in Upi)er India, 
Sind and other places have been, and when the task is given to them 
they will rise equal to the occasion in designing a plan of in-igation 
combined with agricultural and sanitary drainage and l)est suited to 
Bengal 

If I remember aright, I think that in reply to a question in the first 
session of the Legislative Assembly, it was a<lnutted by Government that 
the return on the capital outlay on Irrigation works I'ame up to 9 i)er 
cent, not a poor return after all. I mention this fact by the way only 
to show that irrigation works cannot be (dassed under the head “ non- 
productive works.” It pays the country in several ways. It brings 
revenue to Government Treasury and better crops to the agriculturists 
and we all know what this means. 


Bengal has got certain irrigation canals. The total area irrigated 
by those canals during tlie year 1918-19 was 8t),T49 lU’rew. TheiV^ 
cannot be a iiroper lei'ord and better proof of Bengal’s inadequate irriga- 
tion system. I hojx^ to be able to prove my (‘ontention by comparison. 

I find it officially admitted that ” i>erhaj>s the most im|H)rtant condi- 
tion of the growth of agriculture in India, with all whicli that growth 
implies, is the jirosix^rity and extension of tlu‘ Irrigation system.” 
Records of irrigation in Bengal do not sliow that the matter has been 
looked into in this way in our Presidency. We all know that irrigation 
is carried out in four priiiciiml ways, and they are also classified under 
three main heads, viz. : — 

(а) Productive work ; 

(б) Protective works; and 
(c) Minor works. 


To have an idea of the extent of irrigation works in other parts of India 
it will lie to the point to mention that to the end of the year 1918-19, the 
ciipitul outlay on prmluctive work amounted to £8,807 millions. In 
this particular year, the total receipts including land revenue duo to 
irrigation from the productive canals, amounted to nearly £6 millions 
and the total expinises including interest to £275 millions. The net 
profit, therefore, during the year 1918-19 from productive works was 
about 2-2 millions giving nearly 5*7 per cent, ujwu the original outlay. 
This is only an all-India average. Now a few words about protecive 
works. They are not dire^’tly remunerative, but as they are constructed 
for the protection of precarious tracts and guard against the necessity 
of expenditure on relief works during famine. Construction of these is 
as necessaiy as productive works. By the end of 1918-19, the capital 
outlay on protective works had amounted to £7 millions. This is also 
an all-India figure. There were 120 minor works up to the year 1918-19. ^ 
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Capital exj)enditure on these works was about 4 ;6 millions. Direct an<l 
indirect receipts from these works were over j 6427,000 millions and 
resulted in a profit of about £169^000. It is here only that I came to 
an interesting point of comparison. During the particular year 1918-19, 
length of main and branch canals with distributaries was over 66,129 
miles. What is the portion of this mileage likely to be in Bengal f 
Twenty-five millions of acres of land was irrigated during the year 1918-19. 
Bengal canals, however, irrigated only 80,749 acres. The point is 
important in making a comparison. In other parts of India, 15 major 
works were under construction at an estimated cost of nearly £2*6 
millions and the net revenue anticipated from these works was £104,000. 
Here again, Bengal had nothing to do with these works that were in 
progress during the year 1918-19. Besides these 15 major works pro- 
jects for 7 estimated to cost £453,000 were awaiting sanction. It is 
only here that Bengal comes in with one project — its Grand Trunk Canal 
project which has now been sanctioned. But this will be a navigation 
cnnal for the facility of inland trade. It is not the combined irriga- 
tion project of the kind Bengal is so badly in need of. Other Govern- 
ments in India than Bengal were engaged in investigating 11 new 
projects estimated to cost £31 millions and this outlay was expected to 
yield a net annual revenue of about 2J millions. The most important 
of these works are the Thai or Sindh Sugar Doab project, the Sutlej 
Valley project and the Sukher Barrage project. The Thai project will 
cost £()| millions and when completed will irrigate 1} million acres. 
Then again the Bhakra Dam Scheme on the Sutlej is estimated to cost 
about £9 millions and is being designed to store water to a depth of 
360 feet above the river bed. This dam, when completed will irrigate 
1 *4 million acres. Has Bengal ever conc^eived any irrigation project like 
thisF Of other important projects in other parts of the country, I may 
mention the Cauvery (Metur) reservoir project in Madras comprising a 
dam and a canal 78 miles long with connecWd distributary system. 
The cost will be between £2 to 3 millions and will yield a good return. 
This work when completed will irrigate 37,000 acres. Next comes the 
Sarda Canal project (United Provinces). Its cost will be about £4 
millions and exj)ected return 9 per cent, and the work when completed 
will irrigate 2 million acres. The Sutlej Valley project (the Punjab) 
when completed will irrigate more than 3 millions of acres. 

I ask, again, if Bengal can boast of any irrigation work worth the 
name while they are numerous in other provinces. The recently sanc- 
tioned Damodar Canal project has very little to recommend it— 13 per 
cent, of total cropped ai-e irrigated by canal water but Bengal Canal irri- 
gates 80,749 acres. In the Punjab, nearly 9 million acres are irrigated 
by canal water and about 270,000 acres are annually added to the irrigated 
area of the province. It may be contended that the Punjab is very dry 
and requires an extensive system of irrigation works. But is not failure 
of crops in Bengal due more to want of rain than excess of water? 



mRIGATION WORKS. 


lit.} 




« distress in the Satkhira subdivision and neighbourhood sorely 
afleoting a population of hundred thousands of }>eople, the lost Bankura 
famine and dire distress in other districts in Bengal were all due to 
scarcity of water. Had there been an adecpiate system of irrigation 
works, both protective and produ(‘tive in Bengal, crop i)ros|H‘(‘ts and 
condition of the people engaged in agiiculture or who live also on agri- 
culture would have been much better and we would have heard nundi 
less of distress caused by failure of crops, scarcity of ram. It is signi- 
ficant to note that the iJeople of Bankura have taken the initiative in 
organising a co-operative Irrigation Bank. 

The fact that in the whole of Bengal only 8(),74ii acres ot land are 
irrigated by canal w^ater is in itself sufficient to show’ our total indiffer- 
ence and apathy in the ciuestion of irrigation. 1 have dealt with and 
am still dealing wdth all-India irrigation figures only to show the atti- 
tude of other Governments in the matter of irrigation. 

I have given acreage, of irrigated land in Bengal. In the United 
Provinces, millions of acres or more are irrigated by canal water and 
the Sarda Canal project when completed will irrigate many million acres. 
Sardah-Kiclilia Feeder (Project) eivnal will irrigate 1145, (100 acres. 1 
next come to Bombay irrigation figures. In Sind and IVccaii together 
about 3 million acres are irrigated by Goveunnumt canals. Besides, 
Sukker sebenie (Sind) irrigatc's 24 million acres ami in ])ec(*an and 
Ouzerat ;140,000 acres are irrigated. Madras irrigation figuicvs me ecjually 
interesting and I intend to conclude by giving them here. In Madras, 
7 million acres are irrigated by regular canals. Jbvsides there arc (^ther 
schemes of irrigation and of these the IVrivar lake sclieme has been 
recognised to be the boldest and most interesting rt^servoir scheme in 
India. The scheme needs mention for its spinal f(*ature. The Periyar 
river, with its source in the Western Ghats, flows westward through 
Travancore. The Madras Engineers constructed an iinmensf' masonry 
dam 175 feet in height. No light task in an almost inaccessible gorge 
3,000 feet above the sea, thereby creating a reservoir of over a million 
cubic feet capicity. 

The water from the reservoir is carried by means of a channel 
IJ miles long tlirough a range of mountains to the opi>OHite side of the 
watershed, thereby diverting the river from the western to the eastern 
slope of the ridge. In the year 1914, 174,000 acres were being irrigated 
from the lake. 

I repeat again, has Bengal ever undertaken any irrigation project of 
this kind? Money and engineering .skill are now needed for a network 
of canals not only for agriculture and navigation but also for sanitary 

drainage. 

I beg to submit to the Council that the reason why I have spoken 
about the number of acres iirigated in other provinces is simply to 
draw a comparison between the work done here and in those provinces. 
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I know for certain that the Hon’ble Member in charge of Irrigation 
takes a keen interest in the "subject. I know for certain that, lie is 
trying his best to improve the irrigation system, but still I think it 
necessary to move the (Jouncil for this purpose in order to impress upon 
it the absolute necessity of jxiying our due attention to this im[K)rtant 
subject. Without irrigation notliing can be done in Bengal. 
This is a fa(:t which is known j^rhaps to every member of the 
Council; this is a fact which cannot be gainsaid; this is a fact which 
can be asceitained from the reports I have referred to. My submission 
to the (Council is that here I am not discussing a controversial jioint. 
I am not discussing a jxditical matter. I am referring to the real, 
solid work which the Council can do, namely, to look to the irrigation 
affairs of their own country. If we do that, if the attention of the 
Council is referred to this matter, I am quite sure our iK)sition will be 
very secure. If we fail to do that we shall remain where we are. 

With these words, I commend my resolution to the acceptance of 
the Council. 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: The House has been treated 
to a long and learned discourse on the subject of irrigation works by 
my esteemed friend, Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur; if I now 
want to make a speech even one-tenth as long as he has done, I am per- 
fectly certain the House will not like it. So I refrain from doing this. I 
presume my friend, by his wise sjx^ech, has already convinced the Coun- 
cil of the necessity for a scheme for irrigation work. Learned as he 
is, experienced as he is, he must have in his written s|)eech given all 
infomations al)out the subject, and 1 hoj^e Government will give due 
consideration to his remarks. Now I only want to ]K)int out that my 
amendment suggests the omission of th(* last two lines. I feel the 
necessity of a comprehensive scheme for irrigation works in our pro- 
vince; I also feel that the preparation of this scheme should be taken 
up at once without waste of time, but I am bound to differ from the 
mover when he says that this scheme should l)e forthwith undertaken, 
and I still further differ from him when he says that excavation work 
should commence from the Wginning of the next official year. Here 
I think he is suggesting something which is practically impossible; 
this is the reason why I have taken the privilege of pointing out that 
perha]xs these two lines might be omitted. My amendment is that the 
following words be omitted, viz., ‘‘ and that detailed projects be forth- 
with undertaken and that excavation work be commenced from the 
beginning of the next official year, if not earlier.” 

Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH RdY BdMdur: I move, by way of 
amendment, that in the resolution of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur, after the word ** province ” the following words be inserted, 
namely, — ” on the basis of the Sone Irrigation, if possible/’ 
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I congratulate the hon’ble mover for his bringing in the question of 
irrigation before the House, and I beg to second the resolution so ably 
moved by him with slight addition as mentioned in my amendment. It 
must be remernkTed that the nineteenth ceiiturv, and si)ecially the 
latter part of it witnessed many fine exploits of irrigation works in 
Madras, in the Punjab and even in Orissa. 1 remember <hat General 
Sir Arthur Cotton, the highest authority on scientific irrigation in India, 
at one time contended, that the famine question can k definitely settled 
by undertaking irrigation on an extensive scale; his belief in water- 
ways was so great that he even thought of connecting the rivers Ganges 
and Sind with the rivers Nerbudda and Can very, and thus to bring the 
eastern part of Afghanistan into close touch with Assam. But the 
bureaucrats of India found that the wholesale irrigation of India meant 
the abandonment of railway projects. They, therefore, raised an alarm 
to which Lord Curzon had to yield, lie ajqxhnted an Irrigation Com- 
mission in 1901, and in 1908 they submitted their report. They recom- 
mended that 0,500,000 acres (‘ould be irrigated and further asserted 
that any more iind(‘rtaking would not be profitable. Accepting their 
findings to be true, Lord Curzon, in his final budget speech in 1905, 
remarked that the irrigation (juestion was yet the maximum programnn* 
open to human agency and finite power. 

Thus the (|ueslion of irrigation on an extensive s(‘al<* was shelved. 
Before that, the Government had two pro}K)salM before them in Bengal. 
The Kajmahal Canal (\»mmittee of 1841 recommended a scheme of 
permanent line of inland irrigation ktween the Ganges at Kajmahal 
and the Hooghly at Mirzapore. They further recommended that it 
would be remunerative and that it would add to the agricult\ire and 
commercial resources of the province. 

The next scheme was the Eden canal project. This scheme ori- 
ginated as a sanitary measure because practically shaking, it is an 
offshoot of the fatal epidemic which visited the district of Burdwan 
in 1861-62. The .scheme was proposed in 1878, and in 1874 the head 
of Kana Nodi was opened and (*uts were made to connect the canal 
with Kana Damodar and Swarasati. Finally, it was ofx^ned in 1881 by 
Sir Ashley Eden. When a demand for water arose in 1882, 20, (KK) 
acres were irrigated from this canal. Rapidly the irrigatc^l areas rose. 
As the canal wa.s undertaken as a sanitary measure, there was previously 
no water-rate, and water was supplied free. Water-rate was imjiofled 
afterwards. Then came the agitation for a thorough system of irri- 
gation through this canal. An Irrigation Commission on Damodar 
was appointed, but their findings were the same. They remarked that 
to make the Eden canal scheme an effective one, a weir at the head 
sluices costing about Rs. 8 lakhs should k constructed. But they 
farther added that as the canal was run at an annual deficit of 
Bs. 10 , 572 , the scheme should be abandoned. 
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Now, Sir, all these years, we have two reports: fields suffering from 
scarcity of water, and in others from flood. For the first, irrigation 
is necessarv, and for the second, drainage works will l)e required for 
flooded areas. The districts on the left bank of the river Ganges are 
tile natural basins of the river, and consequently they require also 
better drainage works than irrigation. The districts of East Bengal 
and flooded areas of the river Dainodar and other rivers are similarly 
in need of drains for their surplus water. Irrigation was practised 
from a very long time in West Bengal, that is in the districts of Bui*d- 
wan, Rankura, Biibhuin, Ilooghly and Howrah. The indigenous 
methods of irrigation, that is irrigation by dams, wells and tanks, are 
very expensive and incomes realised fall usually far short of expecta- 
tions. But Bengal, on the other hand, stands pre-eminent for gigan- 
tic engineering undertaking. No other province in India possesses so 
vast, and at the same time, so large an expense of fields and meadows 
blessed with convenient slopes, and along with it an extensive amount 
of water-su])])ly. Thus Bengal, like the Punjab and Madras, has been 
designed by nature as an ideal province for an extensive scale of im- 
gation. But Bengal has had her characteristic too. The irrigation 
canals which have turned the deseits of the Punjab into laughing corn- 
fields, or the deltic canals which have comi)elled the black cotton soil 
of the soutli lo yield a bum|H»r harvest, will be of little use hero. The 
natural configuration of our countiy requires jierennial canals on the 
model of the Sone system. It is an example of recent practice in the 
construction of scientific canals. The Sone canals have one heading 
at a common point, and have a common diversion weir. They consist 
of two main lines, one from eacdi bank. The project was undertaken 
in 18fi9, and was finished in 1875. The total cost was Rs. 15 lakhs. 
From these a net work of branch canals, namely, the Patna, the Buxar 
Canal, the Arrah Canal issue and running side by side with the river 
foi some miles, finally fall into the river Ganges. 

So 1 propose that this Sone system of irrigation should be introduced 
in Bengal. There is no denying the fact, and it is admitted by Gov- 
ernment itself, that the great want of the Burdwan district, specially 
of the central and of the western parts, is a proper supply of water for 
irrigation purposes. 

Artificial irrigation is also urgently wanted in the district of Ban- 
kura. The district has numerous rivers and streams and canal irriga- 
tion was not unkown. The native rulers excavated an excellent canal 
called the “ Subhunkari ” khal, which has long since been silted up. 
It ought to be opened at any cost, because, economic calculation should 
not be the first consideration when we know that Bankura has been 
set aside by famine as its permanent abode. The district of Birbhum is 
similarly in need of irrigation. There are two rivers of considerable 
importance and the river Ajoy is one of them. Engineers should be 
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eni^oyed to find out means to launch extensive canal irrigation. Avti- 
ficitl irrigation, specially canal iiTigation, is also iiecessarv in the 
tbanas of Arambagh and Khanakul in the di.strict of Hm)ghly. 

Thus, Sir, to put the whole thing into a nutshell, it is evident that 
we are in need of irrigation. We re(|uire it because we want to irrigate 
our fields to supply focal to our increasing |K)pulation. After wliat 1 
have said, I hoj)e the Government will find that any scheme for irriga- 
tion properly launched will fmprove the condition of the country and 
at the same time will minimise the dangers of famine. 

With these words, I beg to second the resolution of my friend, the 
Rai Bahadur, with the addition as mentioned before. 


Bibu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: I rise to support the resolu- 
tion so ably moved by llai Mahendra Ghandra Mitra Bahadur. The 
food problem is growing very acute every day. Bengal in the past had 
to produce food only for the children of this countiy, but Mother Bengal 
has now to find food not only for her own children, not only for her 
foster children, but for the starving millions of other countries. It 
is admitted by all that nature is rather very kind to Bengal, and we can 
easily get food-crops in this (‘ountry, but we should try to fight against 
the vagaries of the weather. Now, Sir, in other jirovinces the Govern- 
ment i.s trying to improve the food-sujiply by adopting imjiroved form.s 
of irrigation, but Bengal has been neglected for a long time. It is the 
duty of the Reforms (Council to see that amends are made for the remiss- 
ness of the past. 

With these few words, I beg to support the resolution of Rai Mahen- 
dra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


TN Hon^Ma tha MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAHS If the thinness of the House is any indic^ation of the 
interest that Bengal takes in its irrigation projects, 1 am sorry for 
Bengal. 

The point at issue, however, is this. My esteemed friend, Rai Mahen- 
dra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, wants tlie Irrigation DeiKirtinent to produce 
a comprehensive scheme lor irrigation in Bengal. Whilst, however, he 
has given us certain interesting facts regarding the conditions of irriga- 
tion in other parts of India, like Madras and the Punjab, he has not 
given me anything with which I could worry the life out of Mr. Hunting- 
ford and his subordinates with regard to how we could fit some of these 
irrigation projects of the Punjab and Madras into Bengal, with its 
abnormal rainfall, and with its river system so very different from these 
two provinces. What also I have missed in the Rai Bahadur’s argu- 
ments ia that he has not brought forward a single scheme relating to 
Bengal regarding which the Irrigation Department has been remiss, to 
Use Hie picturesque language of Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri. It is, 
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easy to make a general criticism, and had that criticism come from some- 
body else than my esteemed friend, the llai Bahadur, I would probably 
have taken him to task very severely ; but as it has come from Mahendra 
Babu I shall let him down gently with this remark that in this province 
when we have to consider irrigation schemes, we, in the Irrigation 
IJepartment, must be told that these are your schemes which you have not 
considered, these are the schemes wliicli you have not been able to bring 
iorward, but when we are told by the twoilai Baliadurs of the Hooghly 
and Burdwan districts the way how the Kistna and its tributaries canalise 
the country through which they flow, the way that the ctinalisation system 
in the Punjab has made a barren countryside into a smiling happy home, 
when we are told by Itai Jiulit Mohan Singh Itoy Bahadur after his 
mentioning to us some ancient history regarding some of the Damodar 
projects, that the Ajai river can be canalised after the system of the Sone 
river in Bihar, one really grows despondent, because these are impossible 
suggestions for a province like Bengal. Ikt although I have to turn 
down these ideas, 1 do not wish for a moment for the mover and his 
supporters to understand that I do not sympathise with the idea of 
irrigation projects for Bengal. On the other hand, 1 think that there 
is a great deal for us to do in the Irrigation Department to improve the 
present condition of some of the rivers, but what I feel is that the resolu- 
tion as worded is an impossible one for me to accept. We have got 
schemes, we have got projects, we have got a programme and since 
191!) we have steadily carried on with that programme which consists 
of several drainage and irrigation schemes. At the present moment the 
projects that have been taken up are JiT in number, and the area affected 
in square miles is 3,491; of this seven projects affecting an area of 
231) square miles have been completed and brought into oi)erations; seven 
projects with an urea of 711 square miles are under construction; one 
project affecting 82 square miles has been san(‘tioned, but no work has 
been done owing to W'ant of funds. There are nine projects affecting 
924 square miles which have been prepared and are under technical scru- 
tiny by Oovernment, and 13 projects affecting 1,544 square miles are 
under investigation, whilst the examinations of some t)f these projects 
are nearly complete. Apart from that, we have got projects like the 
Damodar Canal which will, if we are able to bring it before the Council, 
and if my friend on the right will finance it, mitigate a great deal of the 
hardships that are now to be found in the tracts through which the 
Damodar passes. But what I do feel is this, that as the Member in charge 
of a responsible department, I cannot possibly accept a resolution 
of a general kind like the one which has been brought forward, although 
I am quite prepared to give this assurance to the mover of the resolution, 
that if he cares to meet me and the Secretary of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment and point out to us any particular scheme that he has in view, we 
shall satisfy him with regard to the condition of that scheme or with 
regard to the possibilities of that scheme in the near future. But as it 
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siiinds, we are not prepared to accept this resolution, especially on the 
givunds that have been pressed before us, viz., that we should have some 
irrigation schemes simply because the Punjab and Madras have tlicir own 
irrigational schemes; because in such matters we have got to consider 
the local conditions, the rainfall and the river system of the province, 
with which we are concerned. 

I hope. Sir, for these reasons, the mover of the resolution will under- 
stand that it is not possible for Government to ac'cept a resolution of this 
kind, and that he will withdraw it. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I have listened to 
the speech of the Hoirble the Maharajadhiraja Hahadur. My resolu- 
tion was to have a scheme prepared for the whole j)rovin(‘e and not to 
confine it to any local area. That point has been missed. I have not 
come before the (youncil with a .specific sclieme, but a scheme of wider 
survey and wider aspect. That is not confined to a }>arlicular project; 
if I have brouf^dit to the notice of the (\mncil facts and fi>»ures dealing 
with the irrigation system of other provinces, T have done it for the sake 
of comparison and nothing more. 1 am perfectly aware of tlie fact that 
the conditions in Bengal are not the same as those in the Punjab and 
other places, and my point in the resolution was that a scheme, a good 
scheme, a wider scheme, for the whole province should be made. 1 am 
sorry this has not met with the ai)proval of the Maharaja, and conse- 
quently I hav(‘ nothing more to say than this, that he will kindly con- 
sider whether a definite scheme for irrigating the lands of Bengal should 
not be taken up. But if a scheme be prepared partially for a particular 
locality that will not serve the purpose. I need not say anything further, 
I only hope that the (/ouncil will accept my resolution. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWAN: May I explain one point here to the Hai Bahadur’:^ 
According to expert advice no genei al irrigational scheme fnr I he prov- 
ince of Bengal is jKXssible. We can only take up iiidi\ idual schemes for 
individual areas. 

The amendments of llai Dr. riaridhan Dutt Bahadur and llai Lalit 
Mohan Singh Roy Bahadur were then ])ut and lost. 

The original motion standing in the name of Hai Mahendra Ghandra 
Mitra Bahadur was then put and lost. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.ii. on Monday, (he JJSfh 
August, 1922, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Prooeedinga of the Bengal Legislative Ceunoil MemMed under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

The Couticil met in the CouikmI Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Monday, the 28th AuguHt, 11)22, at 3 p.m. 


Present; 

The Deputy- President in the Chair, the Ilon’ble the four Members of 
the hiXeeutive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 91 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Professor of Clinical and Operative Surgery in Calcutta 
Medical College. 

•XLII. Mr. S. MAHBOOB ALEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charj^e of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the present Professor of Clinical and Opera- 
tive Surgery in the Calcutta Medical College is not an F.R.C.S.P 

(h) Is it a fact that a meml>er of the Indian Medical Service who 
goes on study leave and comes out successful in the F.R.C.S. Exam- 
ination, is given an allowance of money as bonus and accelerated promo- 
tion in recognition of his meritorious work? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Fellowship of a Royal 
College of Surgeons is an indispensable (lualifiinition in a [)erson holding 
any im]x)rtant teaching ap|K)intment in any hospital or school in the 
British Isles? 

{(1) Is it a fa(‘t that a memter of the Indian Medical Service, who 
is also an F.R.C.S., was available in Calcutta? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Priinupal of the Medical College was not con- 
sulted regarding this aj)iM)intmentP 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state on whose 
recoinmondution or nomination this appointment w^as made? 

{(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reason for 
not following the })ast practice of apiminting an F.R.C.S. to the post? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL lELP- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) The 

facts are as stated. 
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, (6) No bonus is paid, but study leave counts for service and pension 

Hrldle a daily allowance of about 10 shillings a day is g^iven during) the 
course of study. If the course of study has been duly approved and is 
successful, six months’ acceleration in promotion is also given. 

(c) The Minister has no information. 

(rf) Yes. V 

(c) and (/) Nominations for such posts are made by the Surgeon- 
General and the Principal of the Medical (\)llege has no voice in such 
appointments. 

{g) It is not the practice invariably to ap|X)int an F.R.O.S. to this 
post. The most suitable and exj^erienced man is ordinarily selected. 


Varole Khal Bridge near Poradah. 

•XLril. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (./) Is the Ilon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of l^ublic Works aware that the bridge 
over the Varole Khal in the INmnlah subdivision was demolished by the 
railway authorities in 191() when constructing the embankment for the 
Poradah chord line? 

• {h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aw%are that the District Board and 
the Government Engineers have fre(jueiitly approached the railway 
authorities to replace the bridge w'ithout effect ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that the railway authori- 
ties have made a great number of pits and excavations and ditches in 
constructing the embankment and railway sidings at Poradah? 

{d) Is the Hoirble the Minister aware that these (*x(*avalions, etc., 
are a sourc'e of danger to public health as they are full of water- w'oeds 
and anopheles mosquito larvm? 

ie) Are the Government considering the di'sirability of asking the 
railway authorities of connecting these ditches together and taking them 
up to the bridges near at hand or converting them into tanks where 
possible? 

MINISTER in oiNrge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon'blo the Newab Saiyid Nawab Ali Cheudhuri, Khan Bahadur); 

{a) There was no i)ermanent bridge over the Varole Khal at Ihiradah 
at the time of the construction of the chord line by the Eastern Bengal 
Railway authorities. There were the jxists of an old timber bridge which 
had been destroyed by flood some years ])revi<)usly and, on these, a bamboo 
foot-bridge was erected annually by the villagers. The Railway author- 
ities did not demolish the foot-bridge. 

(6) No. The facts are that after inquiry in 1917, the Government of 
Bengal decided that the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities sliould 
not be required to provide a bridge over the khal, but that if the Dis- 
trict Board were prepared to do so the Railway authorities would be 
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moved to relinquish the land containing the site of the bridge. The 
District Board, however, expressed their inability to find funds for the 
construction of the bridge. 

(c) It was reported in 1914 that this was the case and the Railway 
authorities were at the time requested to make arrangements for draining 
the borrow pits. * 

(d) The attention of Government has not been drawn to the matter 
since 1914. 

(c) The matter will again be brought to the notice of the Railway 
authorities. 


Brajo Mohan College, Barisal. 

•XLIV. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: (a) 

Will the TIon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Educa- 
tion be pleased to state whether the Brajo Mohan College of Barisal 
receives any contribution from Government for its upkeep and main- 
tenance? If so, how much? 

(h) Was there any capital grant for land acquisition, construction - 
of buildings, etc., for this college? If so, how much ? 

(c) Wbat is the present constitution of the Governing Body of the 
College Council? 

(d) Is it correct that there existed, or still exists, a tension of 

feeling between the President and the Council? If so, what is that due 
to? ' 

(r) How often did the College Council meet during the incumbency 
of the present President, and how many of these meetings did the Presi- 
dent attend? 

(/) Did the District Magistrate of Bakarganj submit any report to 
the authorities regarding the management of the college? 

(//) Was there any departmental inquiry on that report? 

(//) If so, what had l)een the result of the inquiry? 

(i) Is it correct that the Principal of the College, Professor 
N. G. Mukherjee, m.a., had gone away on long leave and is at present 
serving as the Principal of the Ilungpur Carmichael College on a higher 
salary P 

(j) Has any Principal been appointed in his place? If not, why 
not? 

(h) Who is acting for the Principal? 

(/) What are his academical qualifications? 

(m) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the names of the gentlemen on the teaching staff of 
the college with their academic qualifications and salaries? 
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Are the Government considering the desirability of revising the 
oomtitution of the Governing Body and the teaching staff and also of 
itnproving the general corrdition of the college? 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Mr. P. C. MITTER): (a) Yes, Rs. 14,400 a year. 

(b) Yes, Rs. 1,56,000. 

(c) The constitution of the college is as follows : — 


pTcsulvnt. 

(1) Mr P. H. Waddell, District Magistrate. 

Members. 

(2) Babu diand Mohan Ghatterjee. 

(3) Babu Tarini Kumar Gupta. 

(4) Babu Jagadish Mukherjee. 

(5) Babu Sukumar Dutta. 

(6) Babu Sara! ('haiidra Guha. 

(7) Babu Nilratan Mukherjee. 

(8) Babu Nritya Gopal Mukherjee, Princijxil (on leave). 

(9) Maulvi Mofizuddii) Ahmed. 

(10) Maulvi Ilemayetuddiii Ahmed, 

Secretary. 

(11) Babu Kali Prosaiina Glursh, Vice-Principal. 

(d) Yes. The tension is due to the lact that several members of 
the College (knincil are oiHMily showing their sympathy foi the non- 
co-operation movement and have taken a promimnt jiart in organizing 
steamer strikes, picketing of .sclunds and other breaches of law and 
order. 

(e) Eighteen times; six times. 

(/) No formal report has lieen submitted but there has been corre- 
spondence on the subject. 

(g) Yes. 

(h) The report is inider {-onsideration. 

(i) Yes, but it is not known whether he frets a hiffh^r salary. 

{}) Yea, officiatinft arranfrements have been made. 

(k) Babu Kali Prosanna Gbosh, Viee-Prineipal. 

(l) He has passed the B.A. examination and is working in the 
college since 1889. 

(m) A statement is placed below. 

(n) The question is under consideration, 

le 
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Names and qualijications of the teaching staff at the beginning of the 
current Session {VJ21-22) with (i) Changes^ and (it) Additions during 
the last se'^swn ( 1920 - 21 ), 


No. 

' Degreos with names of ! 
j Cnlvcrslties, Cittsstjs, 

^ I Honours, eto., with 

j dates (with detiila as 
j to provloiiK teaching, 
j expel lence). 

Present 

post. 

1 

1 Date of ap- 

' pointment to 
present post. 

1 

Pay or 
statuu. 

1 Bentarks. 

1 

. , 3 

f ' i 

4 5 , G j 

7 


Hfi. 


1, ' BAhu Nrityniftl ’ M. ^ in Kiii.'lirth, oIaw 
M ukhurjw. B.A. wltli 

I iionoiirx in Kiifrlirtli, 
iHt Division (1!)04). 


PritioipRl 2.lr(i Aiiffust. 
nnd i*ro- Dili. 
fc‘'8or of 

KtiKliHli. 


I 


370 Left the College on one 
1 year's leave in Sep- 

I teniher last and the 

Vice- Principal np- 
j pinted In his piece 

os officiating Prin* 
clpal. Baliu Bejoy 
Uanjan Das Guptas 
M.A., First in ctais, 
1. Group has been 
wo’klng an ProfosHor 
of Kinglisli in his pUoe 
as well as in the 
place of Profpwor 
Milk nnd a Klshore 
Oliakravcrtiy who 
nmlgiifid hlH post in 
October last. Babu 
Hem Otiandra Ghoahi 
I M, A , olau Iljias been 

a| i>ointfld a tutor 
from the 2itd Novem- 
( her to luwi-'t the other 

I Professors for teach- 

ing KiiKll'ih. 


J. Bubn Hon nnd ra 
K lunar Chou- 
dhnr) * 


M.A. ill English 1 i'rofessor I 18*h .Jaiinarv, 
(lionp A. class HI of Kng- 1V13. 

(Hxn). M A. in I hsh. I 
Piiigllsh, Giotip B j j 

rlusllU9l7). 


3. Bnlni Mnkuiida 
Klsliore Clink- 
ravoi tty. 


kf.A. in Kiiglisli, 
Group A, class II 
tlUI2). 


Do. 


24tb .Inly, 
1918 


140 


4. Babn Devendra 
Nath Cliiflerji. 


M.A. In Knglisli, 
cltiAKlI (l»lt;i; M A 
with Hononrs In 

English, class II 

(11114). BL, class 
II (1919). 


Do. 


27t)i August, 
1017. 


6 . 


Bab'i .Htendra 
Nath Das Gup- 
ta. 


Bat'u Hemanta 
Kunmr Basn. 


M.A. in Knglish, class | 
11 (1017), B A.. I 

Honours class II ' 
(1019). ; 


28th Augnat, 

1010. 


.M.A. in Philosophy, 
class 11 (1008) ; B A. 
Ilonouni class 11, in 
iSanakiit an) Philo- 
sophy (1002). 


Professor 
of 1 hilo- 
soph) and 
Logic. 


2iid M ifch, 

1011 . 


125 


I 

I 

105 There was no chtof* 
during the 1 m 4 
laiiioo. 
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Cui rent lea, Clasm 
Honours, eto„, wi 
df<tes(wlth detaiU 
to prfTlouH te><chtt 
experience). 

of 

ss, 

th Present 

M poat. 

iR 

1 

1 

Date of a 
j polntment 

1 present poet 

1 

” iUt 

1 

ftemarhia 


1 ’ 

1 3 

1 4 


5 

e 

1 

1 T 

7. 

1 

1 Babn BhabaU 
ran Chakra 
Tcrtty. 

» 

M.A. in IMiilo'«oph\ 
olawi II ( 1011 ) 
Sanskrit. Gioup D 
olaau It (1914) . R.A 
HonoiirH in Simsknt 

• Professor 
: of Philo- 

. Sophy Hiid 

liORlC. 

6 th July, 1914 

j 

Ka 

161 


8 . 

Bnbu Qof)a 

Chandra Bliat 
taoliarjl. 

M.A. In Philosophy 
class 11 (1817), 

Do. 

1 

1 

3Ist August, 
1918. 

115 


9. 

liabu Ohiiita 

Haran Roy. 

1 

j 

M.A, In Miithctnaiics, 
class 11(1902) First 
iu order of merit. 

1 

Professor ' 
of Matlie- ' 
matics. 1 

JrdJuly, 19 M. 

310 


10 . 

1 Bfibu nohlm 

1 .’vnniftr Bhatta- 
j charji'o. 

i 

M,A. in ,M ithematlcs. 
class I (1910) ; n,A. 
Honours m .Mathe- 
niHtics (I90K). 

Do. 

1 

1 

13th August, 
1817. 

135 


11 . 

Pandit KHmiiil 
Kanta Vulya- 
ratnu. 

Pas 8 .'| .Srtnskrlt Title 
Examination 

1 

Professoi ' 
of Hans- 
krit. 1 

HM9 

150 


13. 

1 

Bnhu AtuI Chan- 
dra Das Uiiptft 

1 

1 

M.A. in Bauskrlt, 

Group A, oluiM II 
('914); BA. 

Honours in Sanskrit. 

Do. 

1 1 .3th Beptem* 
j 1 h)i, 1015. 

i 

195 


18 [ 

t 

Babii Knlipra- 
■ana Ghoah, 

B.A. (IH81). Third 
Dirisioii. 

1 

Vl'v-Pnn. ^ 1889 
cipal ami 

Professnr ( 
of Hlsto. ' 

ry« 

1 

9il5 


14. 

Rabti Nllratan 
Mookerjl, 

M.A. in History, (hss 
in (1908), 

Profewaor 
of Histo- 
ry. 

1 1 

1 j 

j mb .Jui>, 

! 1911, ‘ 1 

145 


15. 

Maulvi Abdus 

S<bhAQ. 

Final Madrasah passed 
and rearl up to 
Utitranre Standard. 

Professor 
of Arabic 
and Per- 
sian. 

I3rd NoTcm- 
1 ber, 1911. 

i 

1 

no 


IS. 

Maalrl Md. Bur- 1 
hanaddin. 

Passed th • Final 
Madrasah and the 
Title Rximination, 
Fakhnil Mahaddislu, 

«at for I.A. 

Do. 

1 Sfith Noreni* 
iMf 1917. 

105 

licft the College on one 
\ car's lea re in July 
last rihI Muhammad 

Ryed All appointed In 
his roona. 

IT. ] 

Baba Hemendra 1 
Nath Roy. 

)f.A. In Chemistry, I 
claw II (1913); B.A. 
Honours in Chemis- 
try (1911) 

^rofeaaor 
of Cho- 
mlstry. 

9tlj July, 1918. 

140 


il. ] 

liba Ifibeodra E 
NathOapU. 

l.8o. (Paw Oonme). E 

1 

)emooitra- 

k>r. 

6th February, 
1919. 

60 
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QUESTIONS. [28th A0O/ 

DmUi Qf a political prisoner in Midnapore Central dul. 


•XLV. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA JANAH: (a) Has the Hon’ble 

the Member in charj^e of tlie Dejyartment of Revenue (Jails) received 
any report as to tlie cause of the sudden death in the Midnapore Cen- 
tral Jail, of a political prisoner, Rabu Ounudhiir Hazra, B.sc., the 
Ex-Head Master of the National School at .Mahishadal? 

(h) If HO, will Ili(* Ilon’ble the Mt'iiiher be pleased to lay a copy ol 
the rejx>rt on the table? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) Yes. 

(h) A ropy of the Medical Officer’s TiiiiJiite is laid on the table. 


Copy of Medical ()fficrr\<i ininuic on ihe death of non-co-operation 
prisoner Ciinadhar Hazra on 1st May^ Vd22^ referred to in the reply 
to clause (h) of starred question No. XLV. 

On 20tli AjHil, Hf22, affer inoriiiiij,^ meal, No. 40W A, special 
class convict (lUiiadbar Ilazra, first (‘omplaiiK'd of colicky jniin in the 
stoonacb and said lie was subject to it off and on. He was treated with 
canninatives and ojiiafes for alb‘viafion of pain. 

Next morniii^^ (27th April, 11)22), the fa(*e indicated that he was in 
jmin, which was said to he a little less than the previous day, I 
noticed slig-ht tymjianiiis all over the abdomen and a feelinji^ of resist- 
ance in the hyixi^fastric re;;ion. Urine was said to be scanty and irri- 
table. ITc bad pas.siMl a stool of black hard lumps the previous day and 
none since. Uiilsi* was found fair and temperature 102 2*^ F. He had 
been admitted into hospital on that day early in the inorniii^^ (27th 
April, 1922), before I came and saw liim. Tnnitmeni was commenced 
with an effervesi in/x salini' drau^>’bt and carried on with beladonna, 
buchu, alkalies, fomentation on the loins, and hoUwater bottles on the 
abdomen. 

On the moriiinfjf of the next day (28tli A])ril, 1922), the patient 
said that he felt a bit better but did not l(X)k better. No tenderness 
anywhere excejit above the jnibis to any marked decree was noticed. 
Some dull pain all over the alidomen was complained of. Pulse was 
found soft and iiuick. Temperature 101 *2° F. was recorded in the 
morning. Oeneral (‘ondition low. Iligh-coloured urine, two ozs,, was 
drawn off witli an imlia-rublier (’atlieter. Diffused peritonitis seriously 
interfering with the funetions of the kidneys was strongly suspected. 

In course of the day no more urine was passed and condition grew 
worse. The man was found in a critical (‘ondition by me after siiuset. 

, There was bilious vomiting and practically suppression of urine on the 
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and 28th instant. Stimulants and injwtions of strychnine and digi- 
talis failed to resuscitate him and death oct'uiml at 8-15 p.m. (28th 

April, 1922). 


At 9-20 A.M. on the 29th April, 1922, I inuformed ihe pod mortem 
examination of the l)ody under rule 102, BengalJail ('ode, and examined 
the abdomen only, usin^^ the knife myself to avoid toiu'hing the sus- 
ceptibilities of the relativcfi and friends of the deceased. 


The coils of intestine in the indvic fossa were found matted together 
ill lumps, covered with flakes of lymph and bathed in a whitish thin 
fluid which turned out to be jnirulent on examination under the micro- 
scope. Higher up, the same inflammatoiy process had extended in 
varying degrees. The cmcum and vermiform apixoidix did not show any 
signs of original affection. The kidney (right) was congested within, 
but the capsule w’as |K»eled off easily. There was no jxuforation of the 
gut anywhere or of the bladder. 


I concluded that the death was due to acut(‘ sujipurative jieritoni- 
tis, but failed to trace any cause for it. 


H. (’. Mi'KiiKlUKK, Captain, 
Mr (heal Officer, 


Special class prisoners and non-co-operation prisoners. 

*XLVI. BBbu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Memlier in charge of the Department (d' Iteveniu* (Jails) be jdeased 
to state the number of sp(‘cial class prisoners who have suffered from 
diseases such as smalt-jK)X, chicken-pox, influenza, tyjdioid, etc., in the 
Alipore Central Jail as well as in the Midnapoie Central Jail and other 
Jails in Bengal when* such prisomus are confiiKMl? 

(b) Will the lion ’ble tlie Member be ]>lcased to lay on the table a 
statement containing the names of the non-co-ojHuation prisoners who 
have died in the jail, mentioning the diseases they died of? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Member lx* pleased to lay on the table a 
list of the non-co-oj)eration prisoners who are still ill in the jails with 
the names of diseases they are suffering fiom? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the MciuImm* be pleas(‘d to lay on the table a 
statement showing the names of such juisoners on whom disciplinary 
punishments have been inflicted and the nature of such punishments 
since December last? 

The Hofi’Ue Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Thirty -five prisoners 
have suffered from di.seases named and other serious diseases as detailed 
in the statement laid on the Library table. 
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(b) k list is laid on the Library table. 

(c) The hospital attendance varies from day to day and it would be 
impossible to give an accurate list at any one time. 

(d) It is not in the public intfM#^*-'^ that the names of those guilty 
of infractions of prison discijJine and the punishments awarded to them 
should be published. 

Prifioi|»ai of Calcutta Madrasu and Assistant Director cf Public 
Instiuoticn for Muhammadan Education. 

^XLVII. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur; (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to stati* whether any Muhamnuulati member of the Educational 
Service has ever held the posts of Princiinil, Calcutta Madrassa, and of 
Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education P 
(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there is a strong feeling 
in favour of apj)ointing quaiified Indians to these posts? 

(c) If so, are the (Government considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing Indians to these jawts? 

The HCf»»ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; (a) The answer is in the negative. 
(h) This feeling has been brought to notice Imt there is also a 
feeling that well (jualified and symjmthetic EurojM^an officers should be 
in charge of the duties of these [)osts. 

(c) matter will be considered when occasion arises. 


Infant Industries of Bengal. 

«Xi:V1ll. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur; (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister in chaige of the Deimrtment of Agriculture 
and Industries l)e pleased to state — 

. (i) whether any amount of money is earmarked annually for grant- 
ing subsidies to the infant industries of this Presidency; and 
(ii) whether any sueli industrial eoneerns have approached the Gov- 
ernment for any kind of subsidy? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^bl# 
^ )(inister be pleased to state the action by Government in this 
4ufiaction? 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE iiKl 
MtOUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab AM Chaudbirii 
Khan Bahadur); (a) (i) No. 

(ii) Two applications for financial assistance were received in 1921. 
(h) Financial assistance was not given in either case, as it Was not 
recommended by the Director of Industries. 
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Trtv0lNiig ailowanoes of 8 ub-inspeotors of Schools in East Bengali 

*XLiX. Babu JOGESH CHANDRA SARKAR: (a) h the Hon ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that 
recently the AiTountant-General, Dengal, has enforced the daily allow- 
ance under paragraph 1325 of the Comixinion to the Civil Service 
Hegulations by issuing retrenchment slips, in the cases of the Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools in the Hajshahi Division, instead of allowing 
them to draw ordinary travelling allowance aciorifing to the Civil Ser- 
vice Regulations, which they had been hitherto doing, altbougb the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, in his letter No. T.M. t)3 of the 5tli May, 
1920, to the Director of Public Instruction, Ihuigal, ruliMl that “ the 
Sub-Inspectors of Schools in East Bengal should 1 h‘ allowed to draw 
travelling allowuince under ]>aragraph 13-17 {h) of the Bengal Com- 
panion to the ('ivil Service Regulations 

(h) Are the Government considering the d(‘sirahility of ascertaining 
what led the Ai'countaiit-General, Bengal, to enforce paragraph 1325 
of the Companion to the Civil Service Hegulations in the face of his own 
ruling {)ennittiiig the sub-inspectors of schools to draw the travelling 
allowance under 1347 (h) of the Bengal Companion (u ih(‘ Civil Service 
Regulations ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The mailer has h(‘en brought 
to the notice of the Director of Ihihlic In.'^lruction by the Insixudor of 
Schools, Rajshahi Di^ision. 

(li) The ])ir«*ctor of Public Instruclion is in coiresjHindence willi the 
Accountant-General on the subject. 


Cinchona Plantations. 

♦L Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Ilon’hle 
the Meinl)(*r in charge of the Department (d Iteviuiue (ijund Revenue) 
be plea.sed to state wludher he is awan* of the contents of the recently 
published report on the Indian trade inquiry conducted by the lm|Mirial 
Institute dealing witli cinchona hark produced in India giving the 
quantity of quinine resiiectively produced and r(‘(juir(‘d by the Provinces P 
(h) In the light of this recent ie})ort, is the llon’ble the Member 
now prepared to modify and iinonsider the rejilies given to my question 
No, 92 on this drug on the 5th July, 1922? 

(c) Is the Ilon’hle the Member now’ jirepared to consider, as riecom* 
Oiended by the Imperial Institute, the desirability of extending the 
cinchona plantations in the near future for the jirodiictioii of the drug 
equal to the reijuirements of the province? 

(rf) Is the Hon’hle the Member now^ ready to institute a systematic 
inquiry by competent authorities, viz., by a CommitU^e consisting of an* , 
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officer of the Forest Department, one from the Agricultural Departmenti 
and the Quiiiologist to the Government, to examine the districts of 
Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and the Chittagong Hill Tracts and the Sunder- 
ban areas, with a view to extending the plantations? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
copies of detailed reports of the investigations of 1907 and of 1918 in 
search of suitable areas for further extension of the plantations? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Member in a ix)sitioii to state the relative 
proportion of the drugs found in Java and local barks and also their 
respective cost of extraction? 

{(/) If not, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to ascertain 
the percentage and (‘ost (»f extraction in each case. 

(h) ]f the Government are not considering the desirability of 
accepting the conclusion and the suggestions of tho authorities of the 
Imperial Institute with reference to cinchona bark in their recent 
repoit on this subject, will the Hon’ble tli(‘ Meml)er be pleased to state 
the reasons for this? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwaii): 

(•<0 Government are not aware of the contents of the reix)rt. 

(/;) and (r) In view of the answer to (a) al)ove these questions do 
not arise. 

{(I) No. The district of Darjeeling has been explored several times, 
but sufficiently large areas suitable for jdantations have not l)een found. 

The districts of Jalpaiguri and Ghittagong Hill Tracts and the Sun- 
derbans are not suitable for cinchona cultivation. 

(c) (\)pies are laid on the liibrary table. 

(/) The (luestion is not very clear. The figures for the Dutch planta- 
tions for the year 1920, as furnished in the latest report received and 
those for the Bengal plantations for 1921-22, are, however, given 
below :~ 

Average j)ercentage of (juinine sulphate in Java and Bengal barks 

(huchona Ijedgieriaiia — 

Java ()*06; Bengal (Mungpoo) 0*58; Bengal (Munsong) 4*86. 

Cinchona Hybrid- 

Java 0 ‘93; Bengtil (Mungpoo) 3;81; Bengal (Munsong) 3*91. 

As regards the cost of extraction, the member is referred to para- 
graph 5 of the Annual Reports of the Government Cinchona Plantations 
and Factory in Bengal, which contain information as regards the cost 
of manufacture of quinine in Bengal. The cost of manufacture includes 
the cost of the quinine in the bark as well as the cost of extraction. 
Information as regards the cost of manufacture of quinine sulphate in 
Java is not available* 
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^ { 9 ) Government understand that quinine in Java is manufactured bj 

a private company. In the circumstances, tliey cannot undertake t( 
appertain the information. 

(h) In view of the answer to (^;) uIkivc, this (luestion does npt arise 
at present. 


Prices of food-grains and vegetables. 

*Li, Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) h the 

Hon* hie the Member in charge of the ])c])artnient of (\)inmei‘(!e aware 
that the prices for the orJinary food-grains and even vegetables have 
risen considerably and that the |KK)rer classes of ))eoj)le in the interior 
of the province are passing through great privations? 

(b) Are the Government considering the dt‘sirability of standardis- 
ing the prices or ameliorating by any other means the condition of 
the poor? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon’Me 
Sir John Kerr): (a) The pri(‘e of common rice, though still much above 
the pre-war level is at present slightly lower than it was at the same 
time last year, and the jM()s|)ects of the coming harvest are excellent. 
The prices of some of the chea|K'r food-grains have fallen slightly in the 
last six months. Owing to the long drought (‘uily in the year, the judee 
of vegetables is slightly higher than usual. No rei>ort of great priva- 
tion in the interior arising from geneial economic conditions has reached 
Government, nor are the facts such as to give rise to apprehension. 

(h) No. 


Medical practitioners on field service. 

•Lll. Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Ilorrble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Ijo(‘al Sedf-Government 1)6 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the U)Ui\ number of Medical men of the private i)ractitioner8' 

class from Calcutta who took temporary (‘ommissiouM dur- 
ing the great war; 

(ii) the total numl)er of Assistant Surgeons in Government 

employment in Calcutta, who went to the front on temporary 
commissions in the Indian Medical Service during the great 
war; and 

(Hi) the substantive pay and allowance of the Assistant Surgeons 
prior to their taking temj)orary commissions and the pay 
and allowance which they got while on active duty as a 
Member of the Indian Medical Service (T. C.)P 
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Tha Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) I have 

no information. 

(^ii) Ten AssiHtant SurKeoim, while employed in Calcutta, volun- 
teered for general military aervice. Infonuation is not available in 
the Civil Department as to how many of them actually went to the 
front. 

(m) Grade pay and allowance, if any, attached to the a])pointment 
held prior to their taking temporary commissions. Their pay and 
allowances in the Military Department were as follows: — 

(a) While in hulia . — As laid down for i)ermanent Lieutenants of 
the Indian Medical Service with charge allowances on the usual terms. 

(h) When on Field sendee or employed out of Jndm.—£\ is. per 
diem, with free rations or comi)ensation in lieu theieof and quarters (the 
latter only if available, no allowance in lieu thereof being admissible). 


Muhammadan candidates in the Bengal Engineering College and 
Hostel accommodation therein for Muhammadans. 

•Llll. Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Kducatioii pleased to state 
whether any definite {xu'centage of admissions are reserved for Muham- 
madan candidates in the Bengal Kngine<oing College Department and 
in the several bi’anches of its Apprentice Department? 

(h) Arc the Government considering the desirability of leaerving 
admissions for Moslem students on the same basis as is done in the 
(-alcutta Medical College? 

(c) Is the llon’ble the Minister aware of the hostel arrangements for 
the Moslem students studying in the difi'erent dej)artments of the 
Bengal Engineering (Mege? 

(d) Are the Govtumment considering the desirability of improving 
and enlarging the hostel accommodation for Moslems in the same pro- 
jwtion as may be necessary on account of the percentage of annual 
admission ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; (a) The Bengal Engineering Col- 
lege comprises— (/) the Civil Engineer classes which are affiliated up to 
the B. E. standard of the Calcutta University, (n) the Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineering classes, and (Hi) the Mining classes. The 
number of annual admissions to the first-year class is restricted to 40 
in the case of Civil Engineer classes, and to 85 in the case of the other 
two classes taken together, the exact numl)er to be admitted to each 
being determined by the Principal. There are no rules reserving any 
places for Muhammadan students who are treated on equal terms with 
students of other denominations in the matter of admission. 
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‘f’ib) The Bumber of regular studenta admitted to the Oalcutta Medi- 
cal College each year is generally 120 and one-foiirlh of the total num- 
ber admitted has to be Muhammadans. The applications from Muham- 
madan students desirous of joining the Bengal Engineering {\>llege have 
hitherto been so few that no rule of the kind has betMi considered neces- 
sary. The matter will be considered as soon as circumstan(‘e8 require. 

(c) There is a furnished barrack for 16 Moslem students who make 
their own arrangements for messing, (lovernment paying for the expen- 
ses of employing a cook and one other servant and also jmying boarding 
stipends to Moslem students on a sliding si^ale. The value of the 
stipend is Rs. 6 a month if there is only one Moslem student, but this 
is reduced as the number of Moslem students increases and it is only 
Rs. 2 per mensem if there are more than 12 such students. 

{d) Government will be prejiared to consider the (juestion of improv- 
ing and enlarging the existing hostel accommmlation for Moslems if 
it is found to be defective or insanitary and if the Governing Body of 
the College moves the Government in the matter. 



Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Temporary piece-workers of Secretariat Press. 

145. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (r;) Will the 
Hon’ble the Memlier in charge of the Department of h'inance b(^ jdeased 
to state the reasons for not following the unifonn jirocedure and time- 
limit in making the temporary piece-employees of tin* Bengal Sec're- 
tariat Press permanent? 

(h) What (Consideration, if any, will be given to the temporary piet^e- 
employees who put in from five to thirty y(»ars’ H(*rvice? 

(c) Will the Ilorrble the Memlier be pleased to state whether the 
temporary inece-workers will get any remuneration in the shape of i)en- 
sion, gratuity, bonus or such when render(*d invalid by disease or 
accident? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state under whose 
orders, and why, the payment for working time-work for tiffin has lieen 
stopped? 

(e) What is the criterion for a person being marked “ regular m 
irregular ” in atUmdam^e, taking into cx)n8Lderatiofi ahsenoas htm 

work on medical ceHificate, or without medical certificate? 

(/) Are all the temporary piece-employees who have been woil^ing 
from 6 to 30 years classed as irregular” ? 
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MEMBER inohargrof DEPARTMENT «f FINANCE (the HMPbte 
Sir John Kerr): (^) The expression ** uniform procedure and time- 
limit is not understood. Promotions from the temporary to the per- 
manent piece establishment are governed by rule 38 of the rules for the 
management of the Printing Department which is as follows: — 

“ 38. Men will be selected for promotion from the temporary to 
the i>ennanent establishment oi^ account of their qualifica- 
tions, regular attendance, general good cxjnduct, and length 
of HCTvice on the temporary establishment. Except on spe- 
cial grounds, no man above the age of 30 years will be 
admitted direittly to the iiermanent establishment.” 

(h) There are no men on the temporary pier*e establishment who 
have been employed for 30 years continuously. In making promotions 
from the temporary to the pennanent pie<*e establishment the cases of 
those men who have been longest on the temiKuary establishment are 
examined first in accordance with rule 38 (juoted alnive. It is open 
for a man with a bad record of attendance or other disipialifications to 
improve, in whic h case he may 1 k" seb*cted for jwomotion later on. 

(c) Under the recent orders of the (lovernmeiit of India, piece- 
em])loyees on the jH'rmanent establishment are eligible for pension pro- 
vided they have ])ut in 25 years’ continuous and ap])roved service, 
whether su(‘h s<‘rvi{‘e be classified as ixMinanent or temjiorary. Tem- 
porary ])iec(‘-employees with less than 25 years’ service are not eligible 
for invalid ixuision, but they may be granted wound ]>ensions or gratui- 
ties in accordance with the Civil Service Regulations. 

{(J) Payment for the tiffin hour when engaged on hour-work has 
not lH*en stopix'd. 

(e) A man is considered ” irregular ” who is fre(|uently absent from 
work. When a proper medical ctMtificaie is submitted the jieriod of 
absence is left out of consideration. 

(/) Any men who have Ihmmi passcxl over for promotion to the per- 
manent piece establishment bec'ause of freciuent abseiu'es may be con- 
sidered as irregular, vide answer to (5). 


Educational services below Bengal Educational Service. 

146. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: Will the Hon^ble 

the Minister in charge of the I)e|xirtment of Education be pleased to^ 
state whether the Government propose to improve the educational ser- 
vices below the Bengal Educational Service in the following manner, 
namely 

(i) by filling up 50 per cent, of the posts of lecturers by men selec- 
ted from among the teachers of high qualifications and long 
experience ; 
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(m) by placing 25 per cent, of Enfrliah teachers in the selection 
grade instead of 11 per cent; and 

(m) by granting the benefit of the time-scale of pay to all officers 

according to the length of their service in the appointments 
concerned ? 

Tht H9fl’M6 Mfa P, Ca MITTER* (?) This is not conitemplated 
thoQgh teachers are sometimes stdected for these appointimmts. 

(n) The selection grade referred to is apparently the cadre of assis- 
tant head masters of high schools. There is one such ]mis 1 in each 
school; it is not contemplaied io add to the number or to create other 
selection grade posts in schools. 

(ih) This has not Wn found feasible and it is not projwsed to re- 
open the matter. 


Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway. 

147. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the llon ble 
the Minister in charge of the l)(‘partment of Public Works be jdeaHed 
to state whether the Senior Government ]ns])ector of Railways, (h'rcle 
No. 2, Calcutta, has made the in(|uirv and submit IimI his report (*ontem- 
plated in answers to mv unstarr<‘d f|uestions No. (SI and No. 57 for the 
meetings of the 2drd NovemlK»r, 1!)21, and Ifith January, 11)22, resjiec- 
tively ? 

(h) If so, will the TIon’ble the MinistfU' lx* plejised to lay a cojiy of 
the report on the table? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (^0 Yes. 

(h) A copy of the report (LettiM's No. 181 of 10th February, 1922, 
and No. 476 dated 6th May, 1922), together with a copy of the memorial 
to which the report refers, are laid on the library table. 


Pargiter’8 History of the Sunderbans. 

148. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Imnd Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether all the Government publications and sfw- 
cially such books as Mr. PargiteFs History of the Sunderbans, are 
generaUy printed and reprinted in re.sponse to a demand ■ from thc» 
general public ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that Mr. Pargiter’s book deals with a period of 
great complexity and that the terms of many of the Sunderbau settle- 
ments, dealt with by it, have not as yet expired ? 
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(c) What was the necessity of publishing the later Eevenue fiistory 
of the Sunderbans from 1870 and onwards by Mr. AscoliP 

(d) How was the demand for it ascertained P 

(e) How many copies of Mr. Ascoli’s History of the Sunderbans 
have been sold up to date? 

(/) Is it a fact that it is only to bring Mr. Pargiter’s Revenue 
History of the Sunderbans from 1766 to 187p up to date that Mr. Ascoli’s 
later history was published? 

(ry) If so, what reasons are there for considering that there in 
no necessity to reprint and republish Mr. Pargiter’s earlier history of 
the Sunderbans? 

Tha Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) No. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Mr. ]\argiter*s History contains an account of the Sunderbans 
for the period 1766 to bSTO. Subse^iuent to this, different systems of 
administration were adopted for the Sunderbans. Much time and 
energy had to be wasted in older to get an idea of the state of affairs 
from the mass of old correspondence and documents which lay scat- 
tered in the rei’ord-rooms of different revenue offices. To remove this 
inconvenience and to renew the utility of Mr. Pargiter’s work, it was 
considered advisable to bring it up to date. 

{<!) The question does not arise. 

(c) Eight copies. 

(/) Yes. 

(//) There are sufficient copies for the use of the officers of Govern- 
ment, and there is prat’tically no public demand for it. 


Matfaripur bil mtt aanal. 

149. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: Will the Hon’ble the^Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation \ye pleased to state — 

(?) whether the sluice-gates on the side of the Madaripur bil route 
c<anal were kept opim during the last two months; 

(i/) whether it is a fact that the nvs crop, almost wholly, and the 
aniun crop, partially, have l)een damaged by inundation in 
the area north of the canal due to the insufficient passage for 
water ; 

(Hi) whether recently there has been a breach causing a violent 
flow of water towards the south ; and 
(/r) whether it is correct that the avs and armn crops of the area 
south of the canal were never damaged, the water level be- 
ing much lower than that of the canal and the northern 
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; MEMBER in olw of tflRICATION (the 

iftm’bto the MaharaJadMriJi Bahadur of Burdwan): (i) The sluice- 
gates on the side of the Madaripur l)il mute were kept always open up 
to and inoluding the 22iid July when it becunie absolutely necessary to 
close the gates to ensure the safety of the Manikdah entrance. 

(ii) It is not a fact that the aus crops have l)een almost wholly, and 
the ainnn croi) jiiirtiaHy, (Tamaged by inundation in the area north of 
the canal due to the insuffii ient passage for water. * 

(ui) There has l>een no breacdi but a (‘ul was made by the villagers 
in the sixth mile of the embankment on the morning of the 19th July. 

(iv) It may generally be stated that the nus and a man crops of the 
area south of the canal are not damaged in years of tirdinary flood. The 
water level is a little lower than that of the canal. 


Reorganisation of Educational Services. 

150. Rai PrARI LAL DOSS Bahadur: (a) Will the ITon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the ])(‘|mrtnient of Education be jdeased to state 
whether he received from a deputation sent by the All-Bengal (lovern- 
ment School Teachers’ Association on the JOlli April, 1922, a written 
statement setting forth the grieVamrs of the difl'enuit classes of teachers 
under the recent reorganisation? 

(h) If so, what action, if any, has been taken ni the matter? 

The Hon'ble Mr, P, C. MITTER; (o) A deputation led by Rabu 
Bidhu Bhusan Mukharji waited uixm the Minister at Dacca on the date 
mentioned. A cojiy of the proceedings is laid upon the table. There 
were comparativ(‘ly few officers who did not immediately receive an 
increase in j);iV of pt^ cent, with six months retros[x*ctive effiut and 
the total salary bill of the servici* has nearly doubled so there could 
hardly be any grievance in the majority of cases. 

(h) It is not pro{>osed to reconsider the reorganisation scheme as a 
whole, but the readjustment of a few anomalous cases will 1 k‘ considered 
by the Director of Public Instruction as opinirtunity offers. 


Copy of proceedings referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred 
question No, 150. 

A deputation led by Balm Bidhu Bhusan Mukharji and three other 
members of the Sukmlinate Educational Service waited uimn the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education on the 10th April, 1922, at 
8^ A.M., at the Ramna Circuit House, Dacca. 

Mr. Wordsworth introduced the deputation to the Hon'ble Minister. 
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The deputatian submitted a note to the Hon^ble Minister. Hr. 
Wordsworth discussed with the deputation at lenfjfth all the points that 
were laid down in the note. 

The Hon’ble Minister in his reply said that although he sympathised 
with the members of the Subordinate Educational Service, he was afraid 
it was not iK>S8ible to start another reorganisation on the basis of the 
suggestion of the dej)utation. He remarked that the scheme of the 
reorganisation of the Subordinate Educational Service had been before 
the old Government and the Government of India for many years. 
Nothing tangible, how^ever, wms done in the past. Soon after his assump- 
tion of office he took up this ({uestion and the reorganisation was now 
an ac(!omplislied fact. There can l)e no doubt that by the reorganisa- 
tion the rank and file of tlie service had benefited considerably. He 
observed that it was fjuite possible that in reorganising a service con- 
sisting of several thousand memlxTs and divided into a different num- 
l)er of grades, anomalies might have crept in here and there. There 
might also be causes for dissatisfaction legitimate or otherwise, with 
regard to individuals or grou])s of individuals. It was not possible, 
however, to re-examine the reorganisation although there were cases 
of individual injustice or injustice to groups of individuals; but that 
lie would he pn‘pare<l to re-examine such cases ju'ovided such re-exami- 
nation did not touch the general scheme (rf the sanctioned reorganisation. 
He observed further that the total salary bill of the reorganised service 
represented an ultiimfte increase of nearly hundred per cent, and that in 
his opinion it was a sure index that the service as a whole had benefited 
considerably. 

As regards the suggestion that the total period of the service of each 
individual memlw'r should have been taken into account in counting 
increments, he |)ointed out that at one time he intended to follow this 
procedure, but ])ra(‘tically audit difficulties stood in his way. It was 
point(*d out that if that ])rocedure were followed then it would have been 
necessary to examine eacdi individual fiise. Considering the total 
number of officers concerned and the length of the service, such an 
attempt would have meant postponement of the Reorganisation' for 
many more months; and in view of the financial difficulties it might 
have ultimately meant |)ostponement of the reorganisation for years. 
After taking into account these audit difficulties he decided upon the 
flat rate of increment embodied in the resolution. This flat rate did 
not mean any financial advantage to Government taking the service as 
a whole. Although it w^as quite true that those members who had put 
in long service had benefited less by this flat rate, it was equally true 
that a considerable number of members of the service benefited more 
bv this arrangement. He regretted that it was not possible to go back 
on this decision. 

As regards teachers in Normal Schools, senior pandits and maulvis 
who were graduates, he assured the deputation that he would be in* 

^ dined to look up these cases as oases of individual hardship and he 
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llwld Mr. Wordsworth to ffo into this qiipstioTi and ffire it his 
ireful and sympathetic consideration. 


In conclusion, he reminded the deputation that many of the anomu. 
lies would disap|)ear in course of time and the main (|uestion was im- 
provement of the service as a whole and md whether the nswj^aniHation 
as such could he eriticised here and there. He ajrain assured the depu- 
tation that he would he prqmred to eousider individual cases of hard- 
ship. 


The deputation thanked the Hon hie Minister for his kind assur- 
aucet} and his courteous and symiiathetu' attitude towards the disputation. 


Meeting of Syndicate on ** Id ” ckiy. 

"tSl# Mauivi A, K* FAZL-UL HAQ: Will tin* Hou’hle the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Kdueation he pleased 14 ) stat<’ - 

whether it is a fact that the Syndicate of the (\ilcutta Univer- 
sity IieTd a meeting on the l(hu>7Ath(i day, viz., on flie 
4th August last which was a gazetted holiilay; and 

(it) wlietlier the offices of the Hniversit\ were o|)en on that day 
eithei wholly or jiartially? 

Tho Hon’ble Mfi Pt c« MITTER* (/) Tin* Ituiversity reports that 
a meeting of the Syndicate was held on the 4th August, Meet- 

ings of the Syndicate are often held on gazetted holidays. 

{ii) The offices of the rniversity were rlos(‘d on that day. Only 
some assistants and menials were in attendam^e and they were paid a 
special allowance in ac(‘ordancc with a prescribed scale. 


Non-sittings of Bengal Legislative Council on Saturdays 
and ceremonial occasions. 

152. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Legislative Department bo pleased to state 
what were the amounts paid to the mufassal members of the Hengal 
Legislative Council month by month, during its sessions, as travelling 
allowances for not holding sittings of the Onincil on Saturdays, during 
the year 1921 and from January till 31st March, 1922? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state how many 
mufassal meml>ers of the liCgislative Council went home on Saturdays 
to return again on Mondays for the sitting of the Council since its 
inauguration till Slst March, 1922, and the names of such members, 
month by montk? 


IT 
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(c) Is the Oovernment aware that much of the non-official Inisineae 
cannot bo transacted owinf? to not continuing the sitting of the Council 
on Saturdays and this entails financial loss to the Government in the 
shape of additional travelling allowances to the mufassal members? 

(rf)^Will the Government be pleased to state for how many days 
since the inauguration of the present (kiuncil, its sessions could not 
be held owing to cejemonial occasions and will the llon’ble the Member 
be pleased to state in detail what were these occasions with their 
dates ? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
HOfl’ble, Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (n) The (luestion is not fully understood. 
If the member means to ask what was the amount s})ent by members 
owing to travelling allowances for week-end journeys over and above the 
amount that would have been s])ent if the members had stayed in 
Calcutta and drawn residential allwunce, the figure for the period April, 
1921, to dlst March, 1922, is Us. 22,000. 

(h) The member is referred to the reply given to iinstarred question 
No. 151 of the last July session giving tlie mimlxu for the iKuiod up to 
Hist March, 1922. 

(c) The (juestion of not sitting on Saturdays, excej)t in cases of neces- 
sity, follows the time-honour(‘d (uistom of the House of Commons, The 
attitude of Govennuent in regard to travelling allowan(‘e for week-end 
journeys will be explained in the <lebate on the resolutions on this 
subject. 

(h) Three days, i.e,, the 25th, 27th aiid 2(Sth March, 1922, on account 
of the arrival of His Excellemy, the piesent Governor of Bengal. 


Payment of CHaukidars. 

158. 8HAH8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Lord Cornwallis, some time Governor-General of India, 
made a provision by regulations, that the wages of watchmen should be 
met from the stamp duties? 

(h) If the answer to clause (n) is in the affirmative, what is the 
reason why the pay of chaukidars are not met from stamp duties? 

(c) What is the rea.son for the diffluent ial treatment whereby in 
municipal areas the exi^ense of w'atchmen is met by the Government, 
while in rural areas it is met by direct taxation from the j)eople? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hdilrta 
Mr. H. L. Btephensoi*): (n), (h) and (c) Various regulations from 1793 
onwMirds were made regarding village watchmen and finally the Village 
Chaukidaii Act of 1870 was jwssed. In municijml areas no watchmen 
in addition to the regular police are maintained. The member is 
j^f^ri^d to the published literature on the history of the village police. 
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m MiUlvi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon^ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of liocal Self-Government be pleased to state — 
(*) whether he is aware of a pamphlet called “ Vaccination and 
its Fallacy published by the Humanitarian Society of 
Bombay ; 

(ii) whether he has iakrti any expert opinion on the soundness of 
the grounds advanced in that pamphlet; 

(in) if so, what is that opinion ; 

(n’) whether he is aware that some sections of the Muhammadan 
community aie strongly against the system of vaccination; 

(v) whether the Government have (‘onsidered that the pamphlet 
is likely to stand in the way of the proper ojanation of the 
Vaccination Act; and 

(vi) The steps the (Jovernment are taking to stop tlfp spread of anti- 
vaccination views ? 

Th€ Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) No. 

(ii) and (iu) The ([uestion dot's not arise. 

(it?) Yea. 

( v) The question dcx's not arise. 

(vi) Illustrated posters and pamphlets are issued when a re|>()ri 
of an epidemic of sniall*}K)X is received. The Minister is informed 
that this action has proved very effective in disarming idijeclions to 
vaccination. 

Thefts and daooities on Howrah-Burdwin chord line. 

156. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (n) Is the 

Hon’ble the Memln'r in charge of the Folicx; Department aware of the 
increase oil railway thefts and motor and other dacoities at Kamar- 
kundu and other railway stations on the Howrah-Burdwan chord line? 

(h) If 80 , are the Government considering the desirability of mak- 
ing a complete list of u[)countrymen employed in tln^ Traffic and 
Permanent Way Department all over the said line and also of their 
friends, relations and dependants living with them together with the 
previous character and reiord of these men from the resi)e(dive police- 
stations from which they have come? 

Tb Hon’bia Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) No. The numlnr of 
cases of thefts during the first six months of this year within the juris- 
diction of Chandanpur railway jx)! ice-station in whiidi practically the 
whole of the Howrah-Burdwan chord line lies is 26. The figures for 
the previous three years were 48, 64 and 42. No motor or other dacoi- 
iies occurred at any of the stations on the line either this year or last. 

(6) This does not arise. 

17 4 
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Reorganisation of Preos and Forms Department. 

1S6. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; (a) WiU 

Je Hon ’We the Memher in (charge of the Department of Revenue 
Jails) be pleased to state— 

(i) wliether the paid employees of the Press and Forms Depart- 
ment iitditioned the Government in 1920 for revised rates of , 
pay as sanctioned in the Government of India Resolution 
No. A.-?G, dated the 15th July, 1920, and the Government 
of Bengal order No. 2C78 F., dated the 27th October, 1920; 
{h) whether it is a fact that no reply has yet been received by 
them ; 

(in) whethei' the said employees memorialised His Excellency the 
Governor in January, 1922, to which no reply has yet been 
received ; 

(ir) whether it is true that the said employees were verbally 
informed during the strike in 1920 by the officiating Press 
and Forms Manager, Bengal, and the Inspector-General of 
Prisons, Bengal, and also by tlie then Financial Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, that revised rates of |>ay and 
better treatment would 1 h‘ extended to them in consideration 
of their loyalty and condition of the Jail services if they 
remained at their posts and did not join the strike; and 
(?’) wdietlier the j«nd employees of the Piess and Forms Department 
did not join the strike of 1920 P 

[b) Will the Hon’ble the MemlK‘r be pleased to state whether it 
under contemplation to give the same rates of pay from the same 
e to the paid employees of the Press and Forms Department as has 
*n given in other Government Presses P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON; (a), (?), (ii) and (lii) The 
iwers are in the affirmative. 

(iv) No such promise was made. It was understood that the rates 
imy of the paid staff employed in the Jail Press would be revised on 
lines of those sanctioned for other Government Presses. 

( v) No. They did not join the strike. 

(b) The whole question of the reorganisation of the Press and Forma 
partment is under consideration. 


Choking up of Dankuimi oantl. 

151. Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Oovemment 
ire that there is a water channel passing through the villages of 
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T^tiigarh and Gharnock and connecting the Bankuni bil with the 
riw Ganges? 

(b) Is he also aware that there are jute mills and ri(‘e mills on 
both sides of the said water channel? 

(c) Is he also aware that the Empire Jute Mill, Go., Ltd., and Kelvin 
Jute Mill, Co., Ltd., have fifled up ]K)rtious of the said channel esj)eci- 
ally near the mouth of the channel with coal cinders thend)y stopping 
the flow of the water of the channel into tlie Ganges and causing 
stagnation of water in the channel and the hil? 

(d) Is he also aware that the Kelvin Jiile Mill, (V).. Ltd., have 
constructed a puccn wall on a |K)rtion of the said channel, thereby 
narrowing the width of the cliaiinel? 

(e) Is he also aware that owing to the channel being choked near 
the Ganges, the offensive water from the rice mills on lM)th sides of the 
channel is accumulating in the channel endangering the health of the 
l)eople inhabiting the hu ality? 

(/) Is it a fact that representations have been sent to the Hon’ble 
the Minister in chaige of the ]>j>artnient of Loi’al Self-Government and 
other officers in connection with this matter? 

{(j) Are the (jovernment considering the desirability of taking early 
steps to remove the (dioking of the said water channel with coal 
cinders and having the obstruction raised on it by tli(‘ mill removed? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) and 

(h) Yes. 

(c) and (d) The Minister has no information on these points. 

(c), (/) and {(/) The question of imju’oving this kiial has engaged 
the attention of Government for a consi(h‘rabh‘ time. It has l)een 
inspected by Government officers on several occasions and the question 
of bringing it withn the sco[)t* first, of the Nawi Sunthi scheme, and 
subsequently of the Titagarh sewerage scheme has Ixvn examined. 

Both these proposals were held to be imj)racticable. More lecently 
the Minister for Local Self-Government presided over a coniVrenci* of 
persons representing the different interests concerned in the hop of 
reaching a settlement. A scheme for the improvemenl of the khal gA 
a cost of Rs. 30, (KK) has been framed and negotiations regarding the- 
apportionment of the cost are now in i)rogress. 



Infant antf ohiM mortality. 

15S. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadurs {a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in (ffiarge of the Department of fiocal Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the statistics 
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of infant mortality during the last ten years and the number of boys 
and girls up to the age of five who died during the same period in 
Bengal ? 

(h) Is it a fact that infant mortality is heavy in Bengal? 

(c) If so, what steps have been taken or are being taken by the 
Government to mitigate the mortality ? 

(d) Is the Hon^ble the Minister aware that there is a dearth of mid- 
wives in the rural districts of this presidency? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of teaching the 
dhais or the village midwives the use of anti-septic methods? 

The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A state- 

ment is laid on the table. 

(b) Infant mortality is undoubtedly high in Bengal. 

(c) and (d) In 1919, Government apix)inted a committee of ladies 
and gentlemen who had medical qualifications or had taken any special 
interest in the subject to advise on the measures to be taken to promote 
child welfare and reduce infantile mortality. Their rei)orts were received 
in 1921. Among other recommendations they advocated the education^ 
of dhais or untrained midwives. Government accepted this recom- 
mendation, holding that it would be idle to att(*mpt to replace the dkai 
by a more highly-paid and more highly qualified ag^mcy such as, 
pro|)erly certificated midwives. linjuiries were accordingly made in all 
parts of the Presidency to asceilain where training centres might be 
started with the co-operation of the lo(‘al authoiities and local medical 
practitioners. As an exj>erimental measure, Government proix)scs in 
the current financial year, to assist in the inauguration of eight local 
centric where village dhnis may receive some elementary training in 
midwifery. The idea is that the scheme should be initiated by holding 
classes of alx)ut 20 to 25 pupils at which 24 lectuies will t)e delivered 
b> qualified medical practitioners in the course of two terms held 
between Sei)tember and April. Each dluii pujnl would be given gratis 
a l)ag (‘ontaining such articles as a cake of soap, a packet of boric 
cotton, a pair of scissors, a nail brush, etc., and at the expiry of the 
course a certificate would be granted stating that the dliai had attended 
a (‘ourse of lectures on elementary midwifery. The Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department has made a provision of Rs. 2,000 for this purpose 
in the August sui)plementary estimates and if this provision is voted 
by the (\)uncil, the Minister proposes to apportion this sum equally into 
grants of Rs. 250 among selected District Boards which are willing to 
arrange for classes of instruction as descril)ed, and in accordance with 
the curriculum to be prescribed by the Public Health Department. 
District Boards have already been asked to submit their proposals in 
order that effect may be given to the scheme at once, if the money is 
voted by the Council. 

{d) The Minister understands that the facts are as stated. 
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iMement referred to m datm (a) vf unstarred question No, 158 ^ show* 
ing infant and child mortality in Bengal during the decennium 


1912-21, 


Tears. 

Infant mortality. 
i.«., within 1st year 
of life. 

Number of deaths 
of buys up to tb« aga 
of flvn years. 

NunitK'rof doatlii 
of ifirh up to tii« at;e 
of five yean. 

1912 

• 

339,779 

104,456 

97,996 

1913 

32t),662 

102,910 

97,72j 

19U 

340,012 

109,285 

104,843 

1915 

316,600 

109,423 

104,533 

1916 

282,407 

80 003 

73.955 

1917 

300,514 

82,482 

79,301 

1918 

339,649 

1 16,550 

110,867 

1919 

284,298 

110,485 

106,690 

1920 

282,090 

95,835 

93,744 

1921 

208.162 

j 89,778 

i 

87,918 


Union Courts. 

159. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
iu chai’ife of the Judicial l)ej)artmeiit be pleased to slate — 

(/) the number of union boards, naiiiin^^^ their respec^tive districts, 
which have been j(iven the ]K)wer of union courts in Bengal; 
(//) the principles under whicdi this jK)wer is given to union IxiardsP 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HorPble 
Sir Abd*ur«Rahinn) : (/) A statement is laid on the table. 

(ii) Union courts are established in those unions which are suffi- 
ciently advanced for this development, in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the local oflicers (including District Judges) and of the 
Local Self-Government ])ei>}irtment. 

Statement referred to in the reply to nnstarred question No, 1S9, 
clause (/), showing the number of Union Boards which contain 
Union Courts, 

Number of Union Boards containing Union Courts — 

Dacca District — 49. 

Tippera District — 6. 

Hooghly District — 1. 
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Promotiofi of Judioial oRioers. 

160. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA JANAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Meinhei in charge of llie Judicial Department be pleased to state the 
jaijiciple regulating the promotion of the provincial judi(‘ial officers, 
such US, MnnsifH and Sub-Judges? 

(/>) ]h il a fact that the promotion of judicial officers is dependent 
upon the standard of s{)eedy despatch of cases? 

(c) Are the (lovernment (‘onsidering the desirahilily of taking any 
steps in the matter? 

Tho Hofii'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (u) The promotion of officers of 
the Bengal (Hvil Seivice (Judicial) in so far as it is not govenied by 
the automatic oj)eration of the time-scale, is regulated by (considerations 
of their efficiency and senioiity. 

(/>) No. 

(c) Does nol arise. 


Officiating munsifs. 

161. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (o) With reference to the unstarred 
(jueslion No. I (It) asked by im* on the I2th July last, will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial J)e|>sn’tment he pleased to lay on 
the table a lisi of tin* (dficlating Miiiisifs who have completed three years 
of a('tual siM'vice hut are still drawing a salary of Bs. dOO? 

(ft) Will tl)(‘ Hon’ hie the Member he pleased to state w^hether it is 
in contem]>lati()n to relieve an,\ of those officers during the ensuing Puja 
vacation commencing on the l^Oth September next? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Memliei be pleased to state their names? 

(d) Will tile Hon’ble the Member lie jJeased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the savings effected by relieving, during the Puja 
vacation of ITJl, those ot these ofti(‘ms, who had, before that Puja 
vacation, completed 2 ytMirs of actual service? 

(c) Is il a fact lliai some of the Civil Courts in Bengal are going 
without Munsifs on account of the grant leave to }>ermanent officers 
and the not filling u]) of the leave va<'ancies? 

(/) Is it also a fact that at |)resent there are tw'o vacancies in the 
existing cadre of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial)? 

((/) Is it a fact that these two vacancies are not being filled up in 
order to effect a saving of Bs. lt)0 per mouth at the rate, of Rs. 60 for 
every vacancy on account of increase of pay from Rs. »3()0 to Rs. 360 
consequent on confirmation ? . 
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Til6 HonHlte Sir ABD«UR«RAHIM: (n) A statement is laid on the 
]iibrary table (Statement A). 

(b) All offieiatiii^^ Munsifs, except those who are actiiiff in perma- 
nent or semi-i)erinum‘nt vacancies, will lx* relieved of their appoint- 
meats on the eve of the ensuinir civil court vacatiim. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Library table (Statement B). 

(d) A statement is laidnm the Library table (Statement ('). 

(e) Leave vacancic'i are filled only when the District Jiidj»*e8 consider 
the appointment of substitutes necessary. Leave vacancies sumetimed 
remain unfilled when no substitutes are asked for, but such cases are 
not common. 

(/) There is only one vacancy connequent on the confirmation of 
Mr. V. N. Roy ('haudhuri, as a District Jiidjfe. 

(fj) No. The confirmation of Mr. P. N. Roy (’haudliuii was notified 
on the 26th .Inly, 1!)22, and the vacancy will be filled ni> in due course. 


Reorganisation of Subordinate Eduoatiomal Service. 

162. Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Edmation l)e 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that jmst seiTici* was (‘ounted in 
determining the \m of an officer of the Provincial Educational Service 
when the lime-scale system was introduced*:^ 

(h) Was the same principle adopted in determining the pay of an 
officer of the Subordinate Educational Servi<*e when it was reorganized}' 

(c) If not, will the lloirbh* tin* Minister he pleascal to state the 
reasons for this differential treatjiient!' 

(d) Is it true that on account of this differentiation many officers 
of the Suluudinute Educational Service will suffer as they will not he 
able to reach within 25 years of their service, tlie maximum of the 
scales on which they have lieen placed:' 

(e) Are the (Jovernment considering the desirability of revising the 
system so that all such officers as will not he aide to draw the maximum 
of the scales on which they are place<l may lie able to do so^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: {a) Yes, with certain resirictions. 
(h) No. 

(c) Amongst other reasons this was done jmrtly in the interest of 
the service as a whole and jxirtly for audit reasons. The Subordinate 
Educational Service consists of about 2, 0(H) officers divided into 11 
groups as against only about 200 ofliicers in the Bengal Educational 
Service forming one compact service. The applicati(m of the rule of 
time-scale according to the length of service would have involved pre- 
paration of a history sheet of each one of about 2,(KK} oflScers divided 
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in 11 groups, firstly by the Education Department, and then scrutiny 
by two other Departments, e.g.y the Finance and the Accountant- 
Qenerars Department. This procedure would have involved such delay 
that it would not have lieen possible to reorganise the service during 
the last official year and it is doubtful if the work could be completed 
even to-day. The service as a whole did not lose financially by this 
arrangement and in these circumstances the alleged differential treat- 
ment was adopted in the interests of the service itself. 

(d) This is only partly true as length of service is not the only 
determining factor in a time-scale service with efficiency bars, but in 
any case each officer benefited considerably as compared with his posi- 
tion under the old system inasmuch as he got an immediate increase 
of one-third of his salary with retrosix'ciive effect from September, 
1921. 

(e) No further revision is in contemplation. 


Non-official Business. 

Adjournment of Council. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; In the absence ofMaulvi Fazl-ub 
Hacj, may I have your prmission to move an adjournment of this Coun- 
cil for the i)ur{K)se of discussing a matlei* of urgent public imiwrtanc^, 
namely, the re|K)rted flogging of some political prisoners in the Barisal 
jail and the feeling created thereby in the public mind? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray); Is there 
any objection to the adjournment of the Council to allow this matter 
being discussed ? 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I object to the adjournment. 
We have got a numlKU* of resolutions and we should not adjourn to 
discuss this matter which I do not consider to be of such public import- 
ance as to take precedence of our resolutions. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Then, objection having been taken, I 
must ask those members who support the motion for adjournment being 
taken kindly to rise in their places. 

Thirty-four memWs having risen, the Deputy-President declared 
that the mernlier had the leave of the House, as provided by the rules, 
and fixed 4-40 p.m. for the di8cus.sion of the matter. 
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(imdlr the rules for the discussion of matters of general puMio interaat.) 

Travelling and Residential Allowanoes of Members. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: I move that ** this Couiiril recommends 
to the Goverument that a (••mmittee eom}) 08 ed of three Cahmtta members 
and three mufassal members of this Council, under the presidency of 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge, be appointed to inquire and report 
on the following points : — 

( 1 ) Whether members should be allowed to charge halting allow- 

ances, if they have a i‘egular place of residen(‘e in Calcutta 
^ and if they reside in su(^h place? 

(2) Whether meml)ei8 should he allowed to draw travelling allow- 

ance w^hen travelling between their pla(‘e of residence in the 
mufassal and Calcutta, when such jJace of residence is not 
within their constituencies? 

(J) Whether rules should now be framed to check (lie abuses likely 
to arise from the present system of jmymeut, and, if so, to 
suggest^uch rules ?’^ 

I am extremely jmiiied to |x»rform the unpleasant task of moving this 
resolution, hut the storm of indignation sweejnng over the province on 
the publication of the statement regarding our travelling and halting 
allowances and the grave charges levelled against some of us, have 
compelled me, in the interest of our good name, to demand a thorough 
and impartial in(|uiry into the matter. Here, in this sanctuary of our 
|>olitical life, we, the representatives of the jH'ople, come to delilxu'ate 
over the destiny of the pople, our probity should be lH\yond suspicion; 
the province is passing through extreme financial stringency necessi- 
tating an all-round retrenchment to find money for the departments which 
are of vital imjxirtance to the jieople. 

It is not only desirable, but our duty too, to take as little as ixissible 
from the tax-jiayer’s money for our ix^rsonal needs. We (damour for 
economy on the pjirt of the Government and hardly any session in the 
brief span of the new Councirs life has jiassed, when thert^ were not a 
series of resolutions to that effect; we must practice ourselves what we 
preach or the whole thing becomes a farce. If, then, it is found that 
we are very much {particular on our supposed dues prescribed on a lavish 
scale and that also by irregular and questionable means, the people can 
grudge and murmur, I am afraid they are not without justification. 

The statement published by the Government in reply to Mr. Nasker^s 
interpellation, has come as a surprise to most of our countrymen. They 
knew many hon^ble members have got their own regular and habitual 
residences in Calcutta, but they find that these gentlemen still charge 
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halting allowances for the Council period. Again it is even known that 
some of them hahitually reside in Calcutta, but the statement would 
show, as if they had removed to their native places and constituencies 
from whi(;h they come to attend the Council on every occasion. This 
is a serious reflection to make, but the figures imblished and the known 
facts of the case make it unavoi<lal>le. There is another }x)int which I 
wish to refer to. Members hailing fn)m same or equally distant sta- 
tions and attending very nearly the same numl)er ot sittings present 
widely different bills for their travelling allowances. Then, lastly, 
there is an astounding i‘e\<dation in connection with the week-end trips 
of some of the members. The Hon’ble the Member in charge has said 
that the durations of tlu' slay in their lesjx'ctive stations vary from 22 to 
hours and these cost the taxpayer four first class fares for each, less 
the halting allowances in some eases. 

] do not know hou the Hon’bh^ the Membm has n)ade these calcula- 
tions, but 1 ('an sa.\ that in some eases at least, such feats are physically 
irajxrssilde. Our conception of distance is to 1 h‘ riKxlified and that of time 
annihilated, it such a member, with the existing methods of communi- 
cations, can |H*rform such a feat and attend (’ouncil meetings regularly. 
It is no M'onder, therefore, that critics will accuse us of devising inge- 
nious rmdhods to profit at the expeiis.'* (*f the i){V)[>le, and that the 
enemies of Reforms usr* not \(‘ry' complimentary language about us. 

The cliarg(‘ is an exti’emely grave oiie; it demands au inquiry and 
not only on the wa) hoa the ti’avellirrg and halting allowances are 
ordinarily di*awn Inrt also how these have Ihmoi di'awri hy the members 
in the past. Kules should also, if possible, be formuMl to regulate the 
mutter in future. 1 admit that ther'e is nothing more demoi'alising than 
travrdliug allowances. The story of its abuse is very much the same 
all the world over, (^ases have herm fre(|uenllv found, when men othei*- 
wise of unimjH‘achal)h‘ ami sterling cliaractiw have siiccumhed to this 
weakness. It is (piite iKrssihle that .some of us yielded to the tempta- 
tion, but tireie must be a limit. It is nece.ssary to make rules to ju’oleet 
us from ourselves. It would have lanm well if we were given a chance 
to rectify our methods, hut the matter has advanced too far; it is not 
desirable in the inteivsi of the good naun* and juestlge of the jfouse to 
hush up what aiqHUii's to he a huge .•‘caiidal. lienee I want the inquiry 
asked for and ( ommeiid the resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEICHARE8WAR RAY: As I have an amendment 
to an analogous resolution 1 tio not [rress this amendment and I beg 
leave to withdraw it. 

The following motion was then, hy leave of the Council, witi- 

drawn 

That in the resolution of Babu Fauindralal l>e, for the words 
‘ three Calcutta memlrers and three mufo8.sal ' the word ‘ seven * be 
substituted ’* 
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Ilf* Dt C« CHOSE: In addition to the inquiries which the mover 
of the resolution recommends that the committee should make, T ask 
that it should be considered whether a rule re^jarding travelling allow- 
ances similar to the one which obtains in tl»e Council of State and the 
I^egislative Assembly should not 1 h* adopted here. The rule that I 
ask the committee to consider is in these tenns : For intermediate absences 
from Delhi or vSimla lasting for less ihaii 15 davs, a member will 
be entitled to draw either a single fii'st class fare to his station and 
Imck or his daily allowance for the |>eriod of absence, whichever is less. 
For absences of the duration of 15 days or more, no allowance of any 
kind will be admissible. The amendment that 1 beg to move is this: 

and in particular to imiuire whether members should l>e entitled to 
draw’ the usual travelling ullow’anee in the ease of week-end jtvurneys or 
whether rules should not 1 h‘ framed in ac'cordanee w ith the rules govern- 
ing the travelling allowance and residential allowance of members of 
the Central TiCgislatures whereby payment of single fares is allow’d for 
journeys undertaken dniitig a session, and in certain eases wdiere travel- 
ling allow’ance is altogether juohibited.” 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I formally move the resolution 
which stands in my name. It runs as follow’s:— 

“ This Council recommends to the (lovei nment I bat a committee Iw 
ap|)ointed, (X)nsisting of se\eii elected members of the Council, with 
the Ilon’ble the MemWr in charge as Vresident, to im[uire into the 
travelling allow’ance bills that have been drawn by member.s of this Coun*- 
oil since its inauguration, and to submit a detailed r(*|H)rt to the (k)Uncil 
at an early date, as to its findings; and also to make any suggestions 
which they may think tit as regards the whole (luestioii of travelling 
and residential allow’ances of memlM^rs.” 

This lesolution is more com])rehensive than that ot my friend, Habu 
Fanindralal De, or the amendment which has just Wn moved by 
Mr. I). C. Ghose. You all know that the facts disclosed, in reply to the 
starred and unstaried (luestions of Babu Hem (liandra Nasker during the 
last session of the Council regarding travelling allowaiurs of members, 
have stirred the ]>r‘ople ot Bengal from one end to the oth(*r and appar- 
ently no uglier disclosure has come out alKuit public affairs for many 
years. Imi>utations have been made not only once but reixaitedly in the 
public press that public money is being fraudulently cheated away by 
eome of their tnisted rejiresentaiives in this Council. 

Or. A. 8UHRAWARDY: I rise to a imint of order. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You need not make these j)ersonal 
imputations. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I am not making these impu- 
tations myself, but these have been made in the newspapers. 
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The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: You might avoid quoting them. 


Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRAs This is an allegation which can- 
not be hushed over in silence by any sensible man who means to uphold 
the best traditions of this Council. For the alleged misconduct of a 
few amongst us, the whole Council is Ixdng taken to task. It is, there- 
fore, that after giving this matter my anxious attention and best thought 
I have come to only one conclusion that the whole matter should on no 
account l)e hushed up, but should be scrutinised and threshed out with 
as much thoroughness as possible and this will enable us to regain our 
lost prestige, dignily and honour. I hoi)e and believe that much of the 
remarks in the public jness alH)ut this jwint are not well-founded and 
are exaggerated ; but if the allegation that some members did make out 
travelling allowance bills without moving an inch outside Calcutta be 
true, and 1 know one member — I do not like to name him — who is re- 
turned from Cahuiita, did make out travelling allowance bills for com- 
ing from the mufassal 

Kumv 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Name him. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOiTRA: I can name him. 

The Hon*We Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM. I rise to a jx>int of order. This 
is a i>ersonal charge and all i)ersonal remarks should be avoided. 

The DEPUTY^'PRESIDENT. You should avoid these personal 
references. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I will not hesitate to ask the 
Oovernment to mete out to them condign })unishinent according to the 
law of the land. 1 refmin from mentioning any name for the obvious 
reason that I do not only keep an o|)en mind, but still believe in the 
honesty of ray colleagues and it is also my firm conviction that all of us 
will come out triumphaiit from this ordeal. 

It is no argument to say that such and such members of such and 
such service are also o|kmi to question in this re8|)ect. Nor is it an argu- 
ment to say that Calcutta members of the I^egislative Council who have 
got independent sources of income cannot realise the difficulties under 
which the mufa.ssal meml)ers labour. These arguments, even if true, do 
not entitle any one to commit crimes nor would they be justified in 
their action if they swerve from the right jwth. Furthermore, the mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council have oftentimes the unpleasant duty of 
criticising the Government, the Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the Hon’ble Ministers, the University and other public bodies 
who do not come up to their expectations or where they think that 
things are not m they ought to be. 
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Wf must all be scrupulously honest. It has been said by many 
of my friends in the lobby and also in this Council that it is not good 
to wash dirty linen before the public. I fully realise that. I am 
extremely grieved to bring this resolution l)efore this (\nincil with no 
other motive than to show to the public that we intend to be honest 
and that not a pice has l)een eanied fraudulently. That is the motive 
with which I have brought this resolution. If you want to shelve the 
whole question, wdiat will the public say? The public will say that 
members of this Council have got nothing to say against the imputations 
and that will indirectly imply that we are really as dishonest as the 
papers have ixiinted us. Tliis is the only object with which 1 have 
brought this resolution l)efore you. 

With these few remarks, 1 commend this resolution for the ac(‘ept- 
ance of this Council. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: In giving through my 
ameiidmeut I find that it might he misundcrstoiKl, so with your jku- 
missioii I would like to omit the w’ords “ inquire into and in line 3. 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: I do not think that there (‘an be any 
objection to this change In'ing made and I allow it. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I beg to move by way of 
amendment, that the resolution of Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra do take the 
following form : — 

“ This Council iccommcnds to the OovTrnment that a (‘ommitlec be 
appointed consisting of seven memWs of the (Wncil, with the lloirble 
the Member in (‘liarge as President, to mak(v any suggestions whicli 
they may think fit as regards the whole (|U(‘stion of travelling and resi- 
dential allowances of members of this (^ouneil.’’ 

The question of travelling and residential allow'ani'es of the memlvers 
of this Council siHuns to have attracted an amount of public attention 
which I should say is out of all proportion to the imixvrtance of the 
subject. Much of this agitation is due to an ignorance of the existing 
rules and conditions. TIl-infoniuMl criticisms and in some cases most 
pernicious insinuations made by a section of the press have, howu'ver, 
given this matter a colouring wdiich is really most deplorable. Per- 
sonally speaking, I cannot believe that any of us can Ive guilty of want 
of veracity in such a trifling matter and so I do not proyvose to add to 

the bitterness of the controversy by discussing those base, nunins, and 

qnfounded charges that have been brought against us as a body. But 
I must protest against the soft impeachment of iny friend, Mr. I)e, w^ho 
is by nature so genial and good humoured. Being one of us I did ex- 
pect a better understanding of the situation from him. I am pained 
to see that he should have thought it fit to adopt a lofty air and ad- 
monish us. as if from the pulpit, by saying that some of us might have 
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»iircTirnf)e(l to ieni|)tatioii.s and |)ei|)etrated a fraud on the (iovemment 
by Hiibmitiiii^? false hills. If he or our honest friend, Dr. Moitra, knew 
of any such iiistanc'e, it would have l>een far b<dter and more manly on 
their part to point out the eulprit and that not as a privilef^ed sj^aker 
in this (/liain})er hut outside it where both tlie arcuser and the arcu?<ed 
mi^flit have an eipial (hafiee of vindieatinjf their honour. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: The Hengalcf and other news- 
papers puhlished this news. * 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: These base insinuations 
and idle and niisehievous bombast baldly befit a responsible member of 
the Oouncil. 

Dr, JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I rise to a ixdnt of order. Is 
the menib(‘r justified in usiup: the words “ base insinuations and idle 
and miseliievous bombast.*’ 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: 1 think that you (uipht to withdraw. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: WhiVh am I to withdraw^ 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: Y oil ou^^ht to withdraw the words 
** idle and mischievous bombast.** 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I withdraw them and say 
that th(‘ base insinuations hardly befit a H*sponsible member of the 
Council, 

Mr, D. C. CH08E: I rise to a |Hu’nt of (»rder. Are these woids 
objected to as unparliamentary? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 think that tlu\\ ouprht not to lie 
used in this (knincil. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: May I ask for information whether 
the sjM'uker has been allowed to use the words “ base insinuations ’* and 
simply to withdraw tlie woids “ idle and mischievous bombast **? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Kumar Sahib, you had lietter p^o on, 
please. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; But as public feeing has 
been roiisiMl, 1 think it is ne(‘essary to allay it and as the modern pan- 
acea for all such disorders of the body-i)olitic is thought to l)e the 
appointment of a committee, I welcome the suggestion of the previous* 
speakers to ap}K)int such a I'ominittee. I am, however, not inclined to 
limit its scope in the way suggested by Mr. De, nor do I like his idea 
of making an invidious distinction between Calcutta and mufassal 
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uembers. Coming to Dr. Moitra's resolution, I confess that it has 
jeen a hit of sur{)rise to me. 1 never expei'ted this from a man cog- 
lizant of the rules, least of all a member of the Council, lie should at 
east know that as the Government cannot ^o inquiring? into as to llie 
ictual exj)enses of each and every member, and have a sj)ecial branch 
)f the Investigation Department drafted for sinun^^ on the members, 
he Government must fix a stundard to work ujHm. That standard was 
ixed and so Ion*? as if is there, the memlR*rs are fully entitled to duiw 
he allowances accordiii^^ to that standard. If it is thou^dit that ilie 
•ountry is too jHior to afford such travellinjr and haltin^r allowames to 
ts repr(‘sentatives, chan^i' the rules bv all means, but, l)efore that, 
me has no ri^^’ht to join in that mocicin^»‘ howl. My esteemed friend 
)roj)oses to imjuire into the (‘orrecdness or otherwise of all travelling 
nils sub]nitt(Ml by tlie member^ of the (\>uncil since its inaugurating 
wonder whether the learned doctor wants us to take him seriously 
^r not. A great eye sj)ecialist he might be, but 1 have doubts about 
lis own vision. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Is not that ixTsonal? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; I think that it is jxTsonal. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: T thought that it was 
omplimentary to say great eye specialist ” (Laughter.) 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 do not like that compliment. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: T really fail to understand 
vhat great go(Kl lie wants to achi(‘ve by such a ridiculous iiujuiry. The 
lills are all signed and ceitified as coiT(‘ct b\ tln^ members submitting 
hem. Is his committee going to take evidence on each and every 
tern billed for by every individual member and find out after such 
ifting in(|niry as to where tb(‘y hav(‘ erred. If the (‘omniittee means 
o do that, I do not think the work can be finished during the life-time 
if this Council and the travelling and halting exjxmses of that very 
‘ommitt(X' unless tin* members propose to bear their own ex|>f*nHes 
rhi(*h would amount to another good round sum. For thev shall ha^e 
0 go to every miifas.sjil station and inquire of the nn*mbers <»f the 
amily and neighlKmrs as to when a particular member started from 
ome, when he came back, whv be came, how long he stayed, what 
lass he travelled and what fare he paid to his gharrywalla and so forth, 
liev shall liav<* to do all these things and more if, at all, thev want to 
le thorough. T would reque.st the mover to ponder over the inijiracti- 
able and absolutely usele^js character of his proposal. As T have said 
Iready I have no objection to a recon .siderat ion of the rules with a 
dew to revise them in a manner that abuses, if any, may be avoided, 
hope my amendment would be acceptable to the mover. 


18 
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Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: It strikes me 
as very straii^,^e that my friend, Kumar Sliib Shekhareswar Ray, has been 
allowed to move this amendment, tliouf»-h he is decidedly of opinion that 
a “ committee ” will be {Kofectly useless. The Kumar is also of opinion, 
that the formation of a committee will not satisfy the imblic, inasmuch 
as they have vioy much criticised tlie (‘onduct of the members of this 
Council, w'ith r(‘^ard to their travelliiic^ aiid nssidcntial allowanoes; but 
the ({uestion about the reconsideration of the cMsIing* rules regarding 
these bills is welcome and J think the flon’bh' ihc Member tor Uovern- 
immi will exjilain to us, if a reconsid('ration ])\ (iro\ernment in the near 
futur(‘, is possilde or probabh*. If tliat is so, ni) sulimission to this House 
is, that it is usidess to have a se}>arat(‘*(‘oinniitt(H‘. From all that 1 have 
read about the controveisy in the pa|K*is, and fioin wdiat a]>iH*ars in the 
r(‘plieK (it Ihc llon’ble the Member to llie (|iii‘stions pul by Mr. Nasker, 
il strikes im* tliat in c(‘rlain cases ti a veil mg allowances have been allowed 
for a v(‘rv large number of trips during I In* same session ol the Council. 
It IS not very leasonabh* and that is why J wanl(‘d^to have this resolution 
])laced ludore th(‘ House tor ils consideralion. The resolution 1 projiose 
is this: — 

“ This (-ouncil lecomimuids to lln* (iovernimml that the rules regard- 
ing the grani of tra^elling allowanc(*s 1k‘ so fiamed as not to allow any 
mufassal member lo charg(‘ Iravidling allowanci* ioj- nior(‘ Ilian two trijis, 
7.C., one in coming from, and tln^ other in going lo, his jilace of business, 
in the course of Ihe saim^ session.” 

1 think that it will strike everybody in this Hous(‘, that it is a very 
reasonabh* projKisal, which is not likidy lo jilace an unnec(‘ssary burden 
ujMin Ihe taxjiayers. 

With i(‘gard to the suggestion, or ralh(‘r the insinuation, that these 
travelling allowance bills have Ikhmi converted into u source of profit, 
which is shicllv forliiddeii, undiu’ the iiih's; though not in so many 
words (1 think that th(‘s(‘ ruh‘s joc' lo lx* lound in the ('ivil Service Regu- 
lations). Il is distincllv laid down b\ (ro\('inniciil, that tiu'se tiavel- 
ling allowance bills should not be madt' a soiiici‘ ol profit iiy those 
wdio are entitled lo thesi' alowamrs. 11 the juiniaph* which 1 advocate 
in this lesoliition be ac(‘e])l(Ml, 1 think that iiotliing will go against the 
(‘xistiiig lules. 

Willi legard to the rate, we (hdiated the (jiiestion the other day as 
to wlu'thei second class or first class tares should be allowed. I am of 
ojiinion, that members of this Council ar(‘ ccitainly entitleil to get 
“ allow amrs ” at Ihe rale at which ordinarih gaztdtiui officers of Gov- 
ernment draw' them and that the\ should, in no case, he less. These 
rules strike me as very satisfactory for this jiarticular reason, that it 
extrenudy diffi(‘ult for anybody, far less the Finance Ih'ixirtment, or any 
other D(‘i>artment of (Jovernment, to cluxk Ihe actual exjvnses iacun*ed 
by members, in travelling. So, a fixed rate has laid down by 
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Goverunient, and let us stick to that fixed rate, and at the same time 
let us have the rules so framed as not to give anybody any loophole for 
making a profit out of their travelling allowances. 1 have not mm'li 
objection to tlu' formation of a committee for the reconsideration of these 
rules, but I know that nothing very imiKirtant or new will come out 
of tln‘ delilierations ol tliat committee, (iovernment are ijuite com|H*tent 
to alter the rul(‘s, il’ they seum to them to 1 h^ “ unfair ” or in any way 
detrimental to tli(‘ interests of tlie tax})ayers. In this view of the cast*, 
I am oppost'd to the fonnation of a committee and tlie juiiieiple \\lnch 
is involved in m\ ]‘(‘s(dution strike's nu' as vt'ry reiisonabh' and, it 
ac(*ej)ted, this c()ntro^ersy about travellings /allowance billsi, \rill alis- 
apiK'ar. 

With th(‘s(‘ wolds, I commend my resolution for the ac(‘eptaiice of 
the IIou.se. 

SHAHSYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that this Coum il recommends 
to the (io\eiimient that a ]>iovisioii be made in tin* Travelling and Kesi- 
dential Allowance' rules ol members of the ('oiincil to th(^ eft’eed that no 
member shall ix' (‘iitith'd to draw travedling allowance for wei'k-i'iid 
jourii(\\s ^^heIl tlu' Couiicil is in session, but may draw residential allow- 
uncos only. 

1I(‘ d(*li\(‘red his s{H‘(‘ch in ffengali, the translation of whndi is as 
follows : — 

1 nioNcd a n'solutioii in this ('ouncil on the 20tli March last and 
wante'd to reduce' IN 4h,0(H) from the* him]) amount of IN. I,d0,0()(). T 
then elie'w the* attention ed' the* membe'rs of this Cemnedl jiartie ularly in 
re'gard to the' short journeys incuried by tlumi. And I am sure' if the 
membe'rs earrie'd my }>ro{>osal on that occasion, Ks. 45,000 would have' 
bee'll sa\e'd. Altliough my eolh'ague', Babu Kishori Mohan Cluuidliuri, 
and eve*n the' Ilon’lih' the Me'mbei in (barge sympathised wdtli m\ vie'ws, 
my resedutiem was lost, 

The*n again, T raised tlie epiestion of feirming a committee as regards 
traNclling allowances 1 find, on the Agenda Jhr|H‘r of to-day, over 
10 motieuis in this legard. If it is decided to come 0) an agreeme*nl with 
us, it will be be'tte'i if wa* are allowanl to dwell upon the epiestion in its 
entiretv. But whether the' members w’ill do that or not. dcjK'iids entirely 
on their sweet will. 

We rend the ^kles writh deafening shouts of retrene hment and reduc- 
tion evervwdiere, more jiarticularly when other interests are concerm'd, 
but when ours are invedved, we connive at them. This is int(de*rable. 
Let our members come forw'ard with an emboldened luiart and disjday 
their magnanimity bv .sacrificing their interests for the benefit of the 
poor and the helpless. 

In answer to a recent fpiestion jiut by me it will l)e seen that (lov- 
ernment had to pay IN. 22,000 on account of travelling allowances of 

18 a 
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nierabors foi week-end trips. As tin* Couiudl is not held on Saturdays, 
niemlnM's leave the headcpiartei’s and j^o home. If the system which 
obtains at luesent is put a stop to, viz., if nieetirif^^s w^re held on Satur- 
days, a f»Teat deal of all tli(*se difficulties will he obviated. The (jov- 
ernment assert that tlje procedure of adjourning on Saturdays is adopted 
in this Council in conformity with the practice which obtains in the 
House of (’ommons. 1’herefore, the juesent practice cannot be done 
away with. However it may Ik\ the fatt remains that a lot of public 
money is thus wasted. The members go home on Saturdays and have 
to attend the Council meetings on the following Mondays. This means, 
in otlier words, that they stoj) for a few hoiiis in their homes. Some of 
tlnun might sa\ that they have got to attend to urgent Imsiness. But, 
Sir, I commend this to your consideration that in the event of such a 
procedure not being in vogue' in tliis ('ouncil, would the members so 
easily have ]U(>cee<led to tlndi- homes eveT\ week during the Council 
session!^ I think not. I admit, Sir, that unh'ss the meml>t‘rs look to 
their self-interests, I mean intere.sts which I’cijiiin' then f)ersonal sujxu- 
vision, th(\v are bound to lose: but lose you must il >ou want to do 
g(K)d to others. This is my jHMsona! (‘XjHM’n*nct‘. Every nnunlier of this 
lIous(‘ IS more oi less reprc'MUiting tin* inter(‘sts of his i(‘llow-countiymeii, 
and how (an he do well if, instead of confining his attrition to the only 
(juestion of mon(*y, In* do(‘s not look for a minute to tin* interests of the 
dumb millions wliost^ voice he has to reverberate in this Ilally 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Slmh Snliib. i.lcxse try iind be brief. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: I am h(‘r(* to move my motion, 
and so I must substantiate my arguments. It ] am not jxu’mitted to 
say anything outside the scojx^ of my rt'solution, 1 would reijuest the 
President to let me ha\e my say fully on otht‘r occasions. However, 
one word more and 1 am done. I trust that thi' llon’ble the Member 
in cliargi' will cdiisiihu tliis (|U(‘stion ol traM'lling allowances very care- 
full\, as the country is on th(‘ verge ol hankrujdcv, a^ tin* jK'ople of 
iiengal are d>ing of starvation, famiiH*, ami pi^stihuict*, public money, — 
money raised by sucking the life-blood of the j>t‘ 0 ])le — should not be so 
lavishly sjK'nt for the members’ annmitii^s oi life. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I think it would shorten the diaciission 
if I were to ask tlie Hon’bh* the Member in charge to giv(‘ his reply at 
this stag(' If other memlKU’s wish to sjM'ak after that, tln'V may do so. 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I do hope that wdiat I am going 
to say will have the effect of shortening this discus.sion, which after all, 
bus not been a very jdeasaiit one. The whole subject of allowances to 
members have been considerably discus.sed in this Council in different 
forms. Only the other day we had a long discussion on the question as 
to whether the members should be paid a regiilar fixed salary or not, 
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and we had also a disrussion on the question as to whether double first 
class or second class, or only one first class fare should be given to the 
ineinl)ers coining from the nuifassal. The present rules have been 
drawn up on this principle that (ioverninent does not want to give any 
remuneration by ^ay of salary or otherwise to the members of this 
(V)uncil, blit that it i.s prej>ared to see that the memluns \\lu> sacri- 
fice their time and convenience in (‘oming to this Council for the purpose 
of transacting public busine'ss do not actually suffer in their pockets. 
That is the principle upon which the present rules are based. These 
rules do not admit of an\ lemuneration to members, and in fact are 
intended to iireveiit the members from deriving any substantial ])rofli 
from the allowances made to them. At the same timt‘, (Jovernment 
recognise the impracticability of having an inquiry made into the actual 
expenses incurred by every membei who comes to Calcutta for the meet- 
ings of this Council. It would not only be impractical to embark on such 
an iiujuiiy, but ^\ould not be consistent with the dignity of this Council 
to do so. We ha\e, thereiore, fixed a certain scale for travelling allow- 
ances, having in regard the position held b\ the mmiiiieis of this Council 
^\hi(‘h is one ol coiisideratde responsibility and dignit\, and we thought 
that the s(ah‘ should not be anything lower than what has b(‘en fixinl, 
viz., two iiist class railway tares. Of course, that covers not only the 
fare for the membi'r himself, but also other incidental exjienses, such as 
coolie hire, ghair\ hn(‘, diet exjuuises, etc., which he may have to 
inciii. That is tin* jn incij)l(‘ iqion which these rules havi* bemi trained, 
and 1 do not think that it is the desiie of the House to depart from that 
princijde. Tin* other day it was almost unanimous conclusion of the 
House that the niembms should not be given any fixed salary, and so far 
as I can remember, it was also tlie ofniiion of the House that every mem- 
ber should be reimbursed any exjieiiditure that he might im*ur in coming 
to the iiHMhings of this Council I do not think that it is the d(‘sir(‘ of 
anyone in this House that on each occasion an ini|Uii> should tie made as 
to what the actual cxjHMise inmiiied by a membei in coming to this Coun- 
cil. As I have said, this would lx* a very dillicult and very undesirable 
thing to do. Though the ])rinci|)ie of the present riih's is not objection- 
able, the lilies, as fiaiiuMl, aie not vmy clear on s(‘V(‘ral ]H>ints. Imu’ 
instance, the question has arisen as regards the wH‘ek-end journeys. We 
do not sit on Saturdays and Sunda\s, and if any members nduiii to4li(ur 
homes and come back in time to athmd the meeting of the (hmncil 
on Monday, the rules admit of theii charging travelling allowances. If 
they had not travelled they would have been entitled to a residential 
allowance. Some members, I find, had to return to their places of resi- 
dence in order to attend to other jmblic business, e.g., meetings of a 
district board or a municipality ; some had to return to their places of 
residence in order to attend to the cases of their clients, wdiich had been 
fixed for Saturday, and some members went back to their homes to 
attend to private business and in one or two cases because there was 
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Hickrj<‘ss in the inember’H family. Now the rules, as they are framed, 
seem to adinit of these journeys bein|»’ undertaken and the members 
eha?*^,^’!]^^ travelliii^^ allowamtes for them. It is a fair question for the 
House to consider whether these week-end trips should be allowed or not. 
Of course you cannot prevent members from lakin^j* such trips if they 
find it necessary to do so for their private business or any other business. 
But (lie (pieHtion before the House is whether they should be paid from 
the |)ul)ilc exchc(juer for these journeys or not. That is one of the 
(jueslioiis that will have to be considen'd, but theiv ai’c other ([lu^stions 
also, for iijsianc(\ those mentioned in the lesoliition ol Babii hanindra- 
Inl l)e; those are all matters which will be consideied if the rules have 
to be ievis(‘d. 

One of the members raised the (jiiestion as to the bills that have 
already been drawn. The Government is cbaiily of opinion, and I 
ludieve tiie House will supjiort the Government in this respect, that it 
would serve n(» {^ood purpose, in fact, it would not be ri^ht in a matter 
of this soil to have an impiirv made in to tin* [>ast bills ot members, I 
can assure the House that the bills are scrutinised accordin^^ to 
the rules of the fjef^dslative Department and it has hajipenod 
in oiMi (‘as(‘ so far as 1 recollect, that one item has been disallowed becaust^ 
it was found that this was a charp‘ for travelling- on purely private 
Imsiness, which it was considered, should not be allowed, and the 
hkmiiIkm- in (|U(‘stlon did not rais(‘ any objcH-tKHi a'^ to that at all The 
Lej»-islative DepuT-tment is entrusted with the duty of scrutinising'’ every 
bill and seeing that the bills are drawn according to the rules; it is 
only when they are satisfied that that they are in aci-ordance with the 
rules, that these bills are passed. 1 submit to the House that it would 
not be desirable to iiujuire into the bills that have been ali-eady drawn. 
Those bills were found to be in accordance with the rules as they stand, 
but what is necessary is that the rules should be levised, and for that 
])urpose 1 think it is advisable that Govm’iinient should be assisted 
by a small committee. T am, therefore, disposed to accept the amend- 
ment of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Kay that a committee should be 
ap])ointed to make suggestions as regards the pro])riety of the existing 
rules, and suggest any alteration that may be necessary. I am there- 
fore willing, on behalf of Government, to have a committee consisting 
of tli?‘ follow ing members Myself as Member in charge of this Depart- 
ment, the Deputy-President who has kindly consented to serve on the 
committee, Die Secretary, Finance De|>urtment, Kumar Shib Sh(‘khares- 
war Kay, Babii Fanindralal De, Mr. Crawford, Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra, 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri and Maulvi Yaquinuddin Ahmed. In 
selecting these names we have taken into consideration the various 
interests affected; for instance, the mufassal members have got an 
interest quite district from those of Cahuittu meml)ers. As for 
the Calcutta members, they have not got to incur expenditure 
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like mufassal niejnl)ers, hut they like other mcmheivs oi the Huose, are 
interested to see tliat no inonex is wasted. On the other hand, it is 
ineiiiiibent on us to hear uhat the nmlassal ineinhers have to say; stneral 
of them ha\e to eoiiu* tioin very long* distanees to ajtend the meetings 
of the CouihmI, they have to stay in Calcutta for days together and it is 
important that we should hear what they have got to say. Then there 
are other nK'niluos who li\e parll\ in Cahaitta and partl\ in tlu' miitassal; 
it is necessary to hear what 'those niemhers have got to say. Taking 
all these cireiiinstances into consideration, we have selected the mem- 
hers I have named. So 1 am prepared to accept the resolution of Kumar 
Shih Shekhareswar Kay that a committee he a]>|M)inted lor this pur|KKse. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: 1 heg leave to withdraw my resolution 
in favour of that of Kumar Shih Shekhareswar Ray. 

Mfi AJOY CHUNDER DUTTi Alter the statement hy the IIoiThle 
Memher, 1 do not think it is necessar\ foi me to make a long siieedi on 
llie suhie(‘t. There is just one little point to \\hieh I should like to draw 
the aitent ion of th(‘ memhers oi this (\mncil. 1 do not think it is 
po'\uhle ioi us to accept the proposal of Dr. Moitra. Inrstly, it would 
do no good to s(iiilinis(' hills which have Uam ])aid, and it would not he 
possible foi us to ask memhers wh(» appeal to have drawn (‘xcessive 
amounts to retuin them, and secondly, i do not know’ whether such a 
committ(‘e w’ould he able to act in tliis mannm* without rendering itself 
lialile for defamation. The members must reniemher that the delanfa- 
tion law is still in foice and it w’ill not h(‘ nice lor a menihiM* aitei he has 
made his repoit, t(» he liaiiled up in the neighhoui ing building and made 
to pay damages. 1 tliiiik the piopo.sal (d’ l)i. Moitia is not leasihle and 
1 give my hearty support to the pioposal of Kumar Shih Shekhareswar 
Ray. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: 1 would like to bring to notice 
OIK' 01 two ])oints attei tin' lucid stat<*ment of the Ilon’hlc Mcmhi'i*. In 
the first place 1 would diaw his attention to the tact that tin' jirincipl' 
follow’ed in manning the committee has not at least been (juite consistent 
wirii sound princijdes. My idea is that to a great extent it is mufassal 
memhers who come from great distances who are mostly affected, hut 
unfortunately, f»eiha])s inadvertently Ik' has left out any mi'inhei from 
the Chittagymg division, (U from Dacca (U’ Mymensingh. Practically 
the memhers heie are all Calcutta peojde who are, as m\ friend, Shah 
Syed Emdadul Ilaii, distinctly tohl you, ahvays averse to mufassal people 
getting any advantage whatevei. Attention may he drawn to vai’ious 
attempts made in this House, eithei for tin* juirpose of cutting the jiay 
or salary of all elected memhers, or for cutting dowui or disallowing any 
allow’ance whatever ti) the mufassal members; ho there is renson to 
suspect — I hope this is not the (‘.use with everybody — that .some of the 
Calcutta members w ho aie only able to spare a few hours in the (‘vening 
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by way of some Hort of recreation in thi.s Council, do not want that 
mufuNsal ineniberH Hhoiild draw some amount by way of allowances, for- 
j^etting that some of the inufassal members have got to come here at 
great sacrifices after travelling hundreds of miles on steamers and rail- 
ways. Are we expected to come alone with a bag in our hands, as some 
of the ('alcuttu members do? A mufassal member has got to bring with 
him a number of attendants; I do not mean to say that all the Calcutta 
members are unsympatlietit* in this mannei ; 1 may say that we take a 
great deal of interest in our work on this Council and have to put up 
with many inconveniences. Rai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Jlahadur 
and myself, on a previous occasion, could not even get a single room to 
live in, and we appealed to Sir Henry Wheeler jo try and get us some 
accommodation ; at that time there was no resj)onse from any Calcutta 
members. These are things which make us a little sus})icious and, 
therefoie, 1 ask that some members from Dacca, Mymeiisingh and 
('hittagong should be added to this committee. 1 do not know whether 
my ajipeal will be accepted or not. 

1 rtiinember on the first day of the sitting of this Council, the ques- 
tion arose whether the time of the sitting should be clian^ei] irom 11 a.m. 
to 8 r.M. Mine waB one of the voices that were raised against the ])ro* 
j)()sal. We have to come from a long distance and we like to finish the 
work as soon as possible, and if we could sit from 11 o’clock we could 
finish all the business much sooner, but for the sake of the Calcutta 
members, the ('alcutta magnates, business men (amon^ whom 1 \^ould 
place Babu Panindralal De), lawyers and others, to suit their convenience 
we have to sit from d in the afternoon, but at the fag-end ot the day, 
most of us bei'ome tired and uncomfortable and so we absent ouiselves 
from the Council. All these things should be (‘onsidered witli a view 
to minimising tne expenses. We should reveit to the old system of 
sitting 2 or d hoursi earlier, 1 believe that if a committee is to be accept- 
ed at all, the tw'o suggestions wdiich 1 have made should be considered. 

The next point is—ls there any necessity for such a committee ? Was 
there any committee when the ruh‘s for travelling ulhnvance for Gov- 
ernment servants w'ere made? I do not quite undeistand wdiether W'e 
are animals or amphibious. We are neithei’ considered as first class 
officers nor as outsiders. In the words of a great authoiity “ voluntary 
service is of great assistance whi(‘h Government do not like to be deprived 
of,” In that sense we give our services v(duntarily, but when the ques- 
tion of travelling allowance comes, then a different standard of travel- 
ling allowance is projM)sed between Government servants and us. If 
Government can make rules for their officers’ travelling allowances, why 
should Government be precluded from making rules for the members as 
well? I am now going a little beyond our province. We all know 
how we were treated when we first attempted to enter the Council and 
I do not think any useful purpose will be served by w'ashing dirty linen 
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in public and givinp our enemies a handle to give us further chastise- 
ment. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I think your sjipech will nei'c\ssila(e 
another 8i)eecli hy the Jloirhle the Meinl»er in reply. 

B&bu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTAs I suppose so. 1 oppose the 
resolution of Dr. Moitra; he, like a medical man, wants to use his dis^ 
sooting knife for the pur|MJse of cutting down our allowances, hut 1 think 
jio useful purpose will he served if we accept his proposal. I sa) there 
is some room for improvement, hut (lovernment rules compel us some- 
times to resort to fiction. I rememher on one occasion I had to (‘ome nd 
Myinensini^di ; 1 arrived hcic 2 or d days earlier than the day fixed lor the 
Council meeting. The rules lay down that it must he jnesumed that 1 had 
come direct from Chittao-oiijr ; and that 1 must draw my travellin^r allow- 
ance from Chitta^»'on^^; I consulted the authorities as to why 1 should 
not char^^e railwa\ fare from Mymensinjrh, hut I was told that there 
was no rule, and so we must stick to the fiction and conse(|uently 1 had 
to swallow a hi^-j^er amount. There was a (Conference a few days hefore 
the meetiup-, and it was impossible tor me to «,^o hack to (Jhittaj^-on^^ and 
return to (’alcutta in time for the ('ouiicil mecdinjr. The Jlon’hle 
M(‘mhcr ill cluir^^e can do all these thin^^s very easily himself and 1 
think a sidution can he tound hy him. 1 suhmit. Sir, that those meinhers 
who can really rejirosent the mufassal meinhers should be on the com- 
mittee. 

Bflbu SURENDRA NATH MALLIKs It is a mattei' oi the utmost 
humiliation to us that we have |,n»t to discuss a situation of this descrip- 
tion. No amount of \\ hiU^-washiiifr umhu the th(‘ory of accidental trips 
from (Tit la^^on^^ to (Tlcutta, r/d .M yinensin^di, (-an exjilain the.se Ihin^-s. 

I am, therefore, oi ojiinion that theie should he strict and ri^id rules 
tlioufjh I am jierfectly sure that no amount of ri^ndity cun jxissihly do 
when conscience is soli. There is one other thiii^r which Mr. Annada 
(charan Dutta has said and which, to my mind, seems to he (‘Xceedin|rly 
awkward for any meinher of tlie House to .say. He said that mufassal 
members ou^dit to ^^et allowances. Hy all means let them ^^el an allow- 
ance if they like—hy all means let everybody who comes to Calcutta 
j?et an allowance — hut till then let him not fudfipe hills. That is what I 
do not like. Let Rs. dOO a inonth—if the Council can pay it- he j>aid 
to them. If y(»u believe that you are so u.seful to your countrymen that 
you should have Rs. 300 a month, hy all means have it. If you leally 
think that the .services remhTed to the motherland can possibly entitle 
you to a charge of Its. 200 to Rs. 300 a month, by all means have it, hut 
do not, for God’s sake, fudge the hill and try to get more than you are 
entitle4 to get (Cries of: “Question”). 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I question it~^l have 

suggested all that. 


never 
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BabuSURRENDRA NATHMALLIK: Do not l)y any means say that 
it is accidf’ntal tliin^>‘ to come to Calcutta from ])acca, vui Darjeeling 
or Mymensingh. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA; 1 have never said so, nor did 
] ever charge it. 

Babu 8URENDRA MATH MALLIK: My friend, Ihilm Annada 
Charan Dutta, is grievously wrong in tliiriKing that it has reference to 
him. This is a matter of general princijde because any suggestion of 
this character helps to bring down disgrace upon us. I am sure he is as 
anxious as 1 am to avoid the disgrace and unpleasant criticisms. Tliere- 
-lore, in our own interest, and apart from any quarrel— ajiart from any 
unnecessary bickerings, we should be on our guard that no such things 
should take ])lace. 1 am free to admit that for wanl ot suflii-ient know- 
ledge as to how things ought to be done, these things may hajipen, 
but let us be more careful when we try to get money from othei’ persons. 
Jjet us be on our guard in making our bills. 

Then again, are we not quarrelling to meet the l ravelling allowances 
of otlicialsi^ Do not we sav that they take moie money than tJiey ought 
to for going away from head(iuarters foi' nothing and coming back 
again. 1 know ol an oliicial who came back from iJankura tor nothing, 
went to Raipur for nothing and tor nothing excejii to get his travelling 
allowances. Rut let us set an example. If we do these things our- 
selves, 1 am afraid it will be impossible toi us to (-hi'ck these things on 
the part of otllcials. Tiiat is tlie point of view vhich 1 want to imjiress 
iijMm the Coumul, Let not this teeling go abroad that we aie heie to 
rebuke others lor things which we commit ourselves. 1 deplore these 
things myself, but the fact is that there have been certain mistakes 
about these travelling charges. No good jiurpijse will be seived by going 
through all these bills now to see whether a jiaiiicular niembei w'ent out 
of town or not. Surely we can come to a certain understanding by 
wTiich we can set u|) a standard of honour and rectitinb‘. 

'riien there is another question. Wiiy should the oiIi(‘ials be allow’ed 
to travel first class p I say it makes no difference. If 1 am i'or(*ed to 
travel second class w’hen an otlicial is allowed to tiavel first class, then 
1 have a right to re.sent it. Rut if was the non-ofiicial memk^s of the 
Oouncil, by a resolution arrived at a decision that W’e should travel 
second class then there is no cau.se for humiliation whatever. Let the 
officials do wdiatever they like. The matter is quite different. Most of 
the officials are not children of the soil. They are hired labourers and 
a labourer is ahvays worthy of his hire. 'Fhey liave come here to serve 
the land and let them have their first class travelling allow’ances. Rut 
we w’ho seiTe the motherland cannot have that excuse — we should not 
be ashamed of travelling second class or any class, if necessary. We do 
not always travel first class. My friend at the right — Mr. Tarit Bhusan 
Roy— one of the richest men in Bengal does not cara to travel first class. 
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There is no humiliation in travellin^^ in a lower class when servin^^ the 
motherland, ])arli(‘ularly it w(‘ make a rule unto ourselves that we should 
do so when serving’' the motherland. It does not matter in the least. 
Lei us, therefore, have a eoinniittee and let us inquire — let us find out 
the best possible way, whether it is the first class or the second class by 
W'hich we should travel and let us try to niak(^ it as less expensive as we 
can remembering^ that on our standard other people will be able to build 
up their standards. • 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: May I rise to a personal expla- 
nation, Sir? 1 never said that 1 wanted to charge for more than 1 was 
entitled to. As rej^ards the su^-oestion about the oflicials 

Mr, TARIT BHUSAN ROY; I rise to a point of order, Sir. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Y on are ^^oin^ beyond your rights of 
personal explanation. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: By the Uetorms, the franchise 
has b(‘en fliin^^ to tin* remotest comer of ILui^mI, and nqinvsentativi^s 
havt^ come to the (amiicil iroin tlu' romotest ccuners oi the pn^vini'c, and 
it is onl\ nH'(‘t and ])ro])(‘r that thox', who conu‘ from lon^ distanc(‘s and 
unde?tak(‘ all the ti'iuihh's of lon^»' journeys and also undertake t(> los(‘ 
tin'll own business in their luNuhjuaiters, should b(‘ i^nven sullicimit r(‘- 
conijKUise; and (roViuainnMit , by rules, have already juovnled anijih* 
rei'onijiense tor sucli troubles and for such loss. Now, if tlnux' is any 
rule found lacking’ or want ln^^ if then' is anythin)^ b\ which it is thou^:ht 
that the niiifassal meml)t*rs should not luni^ that T-ec<mif>ense, hd them 
(hailin' th(' mb', b\ all means. 1 do not fora moment sa\ that such a 
ruh‘ oii^ht not to be chaiij.^i'd. 1 do not sav that they an' liidi'-liound 
rub's by vdin h wv ai(‘ to Ik* ^niided all alonf^ in our cart'er. If lher<‘ is 
anything* wanting.: in anv oi tin* rub's b't it I>e chan^^i'd. Thi'ii'fon', I 
ha\e (*\ei\ svnqiathy with tin* resolution and it necessary the rub's 
should be changed. 

My friend, Mr. Mallik, sa>s that \m* usually travf'l in fin' st'coml class. 
Then he must liavi* travelled in tin* second class wh(*n he went uj> to 
I)arjeeliTl^^ althou^di he charf.a'd tor the double first chiss. f Prob'ssor 
S. C. MiKHKiiJi: l)o(*s the memiiei mean that Mr. Mallik charged (iov- 
ernment the double first class whib* In* actually travelled in the si'cond 
class? A voirK: T know he t!a\elled in the first class.] Then Babu 
Kishoii Mohan Chaudhuri said that In* travelled in the second class 
and spent the balance on charity on the principle p('rhaps of tin* ITon’ble 
Ministers to si^iend a balance of their salary on charity. 

With these words, I supinirt the Resolution. 

[At this stafje Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji moved a motion for 
closure. A division was caljed for, but nh th(‘ time for the motion for 
adjournment has arrived, the Deimty-President d(*cided to postpone 
the question to the next day.] 



272 


FLOGGING 0/ PRISONERS. [28th Aug. 

Alleged flogging of prisoners in the Barisal Jail. 

Babu IN DU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move an adjournment of the 
biisiiieh.s rd the Council for the purjKjse of diHcuissing a matter of urgent 
jmhiic. jjn|K)rtance, viz., the reported flogging of some political pri- 
soners in Jhuisal Jail and the feeling created thereby in the public, 
mind 

Sir, it is with a sense of deep mortification and indignation that 1 
ris(‘ if) move the adjournment ol the Council to-day. The treatment 
meted out to the j)olitical |>risoners in Barisal Jail during the recent 
months, culminating in the flogging of certain political prisoners, has 
sfuiously otfend(‘(l the feelings of the people, has set at naught the 
deliberate recfimmendations of this Council and has violated the com- 
mon dif'tatf's of humanity. 

After the great indignation roused by the brutal assault at Farid- 
])ur Jail, and after the assurance given by the IIoiTble Sir Abd-iir- 
Rahim in this Council on the Tth hVbruarv last, regarding the undesi- 
rability of inflicting punishments lik(‘ flogging of jiolitical jirisoners, 
(‘s|M‘cially without the jirevious sanction of the Government, we natur- 
ally thought that W(‘ had heard the last of these cases. But we forget, 
that eilluM' through a sens(‘ of false jirestige, or through some other 
subtle reason, ‘connected with the sanctity of the sacred steel-frame of 
the Impfuiai Services, the oflicers res]K)nsible for the Faridjuir affair 
have not been punished, <‘ven with a transfer. Is it tlnui any womhu’ 
that what, oiu' officer can do with impunity, anotlnu’ oflicer will not 
h('sitat(‘ to r(‘|X‘at but rather do, with an amount of jileasure? Is this 
the way to kiyp up the morals of the ]>ublic services for which Govern- 
ment is so anxious? l)o(‘s not this destroy the smise of duty of the 
s(‘rvi(‘es, for which even the Prime Ministiu' was advocating so loudly 
the other day? 

The affaii’s at the Barisal Jail are sim])le enough. A mere glance 
at the rejiort of the intervi<'W between the Inspector-General of Prisons 
and some leading men of Ihirisal, as published in the Amritn Bazar 
Bnfnha will convince any inijmitial readiu’ that things were not all 
right tluM’e. The ri'jiort of the interview, if (‘orrect, is enough to dam- 
age the re])utation of any Government oflicer, and yet the Government 
have remained strangely silent about this matter; the Publicity Depart- 
ment has not thought fit to utter a single word. Is it any wonder that 
the Publicity Bunnui has a bad odour in this Council? I was naturally 
anxious to find out the truth, and sent a series of (juestions, but it was 
disallowed on the ground that it referred to a newspaper report. I have 
stH»n (|uestions based on newspa]>er reports being allowed in the Legis- 
lative Assembly and sometimes in this Council also. I ask, in all seri- 
ousness, should we be thus ham])ered in our search for truth? Should 
we not be allowtul to find out the truth about these serious matters? 
What could I do then? I interviewed the writer of the report and I 
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do not see any reason to disWlieve the statement contained therein, 
because the p:entleman, wlio wrote this reix>rt is a prentleman of hi^h 
education and social iwsition, of e(iual status, if not of a better one 
tlian that of the officer, whose conversation he reported. Then, Sir, 
there is the written statement of Babu (loiml (ffiandra Sen tih'd in a 
Court of Law. Then ap:ain, there is a report of the dei>osition of lb»bu 
K. Gan^nili, tlie Tailor, and l)r. P. K. Chakiavarty, the dail Doctor, in 
the case of Em|)eror rs. Chinta llaran Guj)ta. Tliese an‘ all j)ul)lic 
do(‘ume]its and can be had by anybody; if th(*s(' statements are not 
true, it was open to (Tovernment and the Public'ity (tffii'cr to contradict 
the statements and I am therefore justified in accepting: the statemenis 
contained in these re|M)rts. All tliese and other si^nied statements j^o 
to show that on the plea of keejiing* disci])line in tlu‘ jail, five jxilitical 
])risoneis, htdon^’-in^ to a res]>ectable so(Mal status— ludoii^niifr lo (slu- 
cat(Ml families of hi^^h ])Osition — whose only fault sixons to Ix' that they 
a(‘ted accordin': to their inditical opinion, were brutally flop:p(Ml 
lH‘tweeii the 25th and 27th duly and the flof:f:ini: was m> s(‘vere that one or 
two are Jcported to have be(*n sent to hospital. 1 ]X)iid(M‘ and ask this 
Council — smaously ask the members of this (5)uncil : An‘ \\e livin^^ 
under a civilised Goviu-nimMit ? Are we >:oinfr to be ]>nt to this hnnid'- 
atiii^^ position A\hen soim* of our brotluTs who are fit to tak(‘ s(*ats in this 
Legislative Council, hav(' b(‘en brutallv flo^^f:ed by a ^:entlemaii 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Not a pntleman, but a 
convict ! 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA-: I mean, ordenxl to brutally 
flof:^^’!] by an rdfii'ci', \\lio jKU’ha]>s, wlio do(‘s not belong’’ to a better social 
status than th('s(‘ political jirisoners? It was (juite a common occurreiu'e 
to keep political prisomws confined in ciTls Even a sn-k prisomu’ was 
not sjKinxl this form of ])unishment. It is said that tli(‘ Supm iiitemhoit 
told the Jail Doctor that the ])ns(>m*r should not b(‘ sent to hospital 
until he was in a s(‘ri()us condition (T suj)pos(‘ until lie was liad (‘iioii^di 
to die). Then there were such punislimeTits, as bai-fettm’s, standiii^^ 
handcuffs, ]K‘hind or bound to a sta])le above the shoulders and what 
not! T shall not attempt to describe the cruelty of the ])unis]iimMits. 
Even the undertrial prisoner, who, in the eyes of the law, is no coiiMct, 
is not spared. Because he does not stand up in the* presence of the 
Additional District Ma,i:istrate or the Superintendent, he is k(*])t on 
penal diet. If this is not vindictiveness, I do not know wliat is! 

Matters came to such a jmss that some political jirisoners w(*r(‘ olilice'd 
to po on hiin^ter strike as a protest against the inhuman treatment— 
the last resource of the weak ag'ain.st the strong. Had it Tiot Ihm*!! for 
the timely intervention of Sir P. C. Roy, the tra^^dv of another 
MeSwinnev mipht have been enacted at Barisal. 

It is needless to po into details. The pf'sition will be clear, when 
I say that a sober, responsible Association like the Bar Association of 
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RariHal, whirh has nothinpj* to do with non-co-operation — and aasocia- 
tion, of which our friend, Bahu Niharan Chandra Das Gupta— I am 
Horry, Rai Niharan Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur — is a member, passed 
the following resolution on Ihe 28th of July last :~ 

“ The Bai’isal Bar Association has received with a feeling of horror 
and indignation the report that five iion-co-oi)eration jnisoners have 
very recently Wen flogged in Barisal Jail far alleged breach of jail niles, 
Tin’s fact, taken \v1th several cases of hiniger-strike, many cases of cel- 
lular confinement, including that of a patient suffering from diarrhma, 
imposition of l)ar-fetters, standing handcuffs, cases of (Milninccment of 
sentences under the Prisons Act, and other humiliating punishments 
infli(‘t(‘d on non-co-o}M‘ration prisoners disclose a de])lorable and serious 
state of affairs at Barisal. This Association, thertdore, submits that 
s(‘rious conse(|U(‘n(‘(‘s would (‘usiie unless the non-co-operation ])risoners 
01 tlH‘ Su])erintendent of Jail lie transferred els('where withoiut delay.” 
Tlie Bar Association went further, they stopixal ])ayment of tlndr 
monthly donation to tlu^ hospital, as long as this Supei inteiidmit was 
coniKM’ted with it. Now 1 ask the memliers of this (Vuncil — would 
that resjionsible Association hav(‘ taken such serious as to stop 

a donation to the hosjiital, unless they had something s(‘ri(>us to com- 
jdain against the Sujierintenderit, who was also in chargi* of the liospital? 
But has lie ri'inoved from Barisjil? Not a bit of it. T :isk again, 
in all seriousness — Can things be more shameful than this? 1 am a 
non-official visitor of th(‘ Comilla Jail Tlune aiv many political ])ii- 
soners there, but we have no troubl(» with tlnun. Why is it that the 
present Su])erint(‘nd(‘nt of Barisal is finding them breaking the jail 
rules? ] hear that there was no troubh* during the time of his pre- 
dec(‘ssor. 

All this was known to the Governnuuit. But how do we find them 
dealing with the matter? Raf Niharan (ffiandra Das Gupta Bahadur 
mak(‘s an imiuiry, but the report has bemi kept in the dark. The Gov- 
ernment was very anxious to publish th(‘ report of Xhan Baliadur 
Afzal, in connection with the Dacca Central Jail affairs. It Is because 
the Rai Bahadur says something against the Jail authorities, that liis 
rej)ort has not been made public? T^ast of all, we find that the Ins|x*(‘- 
tor-G(‘neral himself goes to Barisal. ITow diK's he treat the matter? 
If the r(*])ort of the interview is correct, he admits the allegations but 
supports the Suptu-intetident, whovse guest ho is rejx)rted to have been. 
Re is ie])ort('d, as saying with a bravado: “ The non -co-opera tor breaks 
the law outside and comes to jail to break the jail rules I cannot help 
flogging, hunger-strike, and other punishments. If you dash y(mr 
head against a wall, who can help you? • • * TIip 

Government is making jail discipline with regard to political prisoners 
more and more stringent. The jail rules are being more tightened soon.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L, STEPHENSON: I may say that this report^ 
is not correct. 
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Bibu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I am ^1^(1 to hear that this 
reiK)rt is not corrert, hut unloss the (iovenimont or tlie InsjHH'tor-tieiifral 
of Prisons eatej^orirally (‘ontrailiets all these statements, \V(‘ are hound 
to repaid some of them as true. Is this Ooiuieil to tolerate sueh 

sentiments in one of the salaried puhlie si^rvants of the provimv^? I 
ho[)e the lion’ hie Mem her, in his reply, will p\e us a (‘orreet version 
of th(‘ interview. , 

This Oouiieil has ]>assed a resolution that all tlu‘se non-c'o-ojHMation 
j)i’isoners he set at liberty. It has also recomnuMided (tiat all jHditical 
])iisoii(‘rs he tr(‘att‘d as first elass misd(‘inenants AVhat has the (lov- 
eninuMit done to f^nve effect to these resolutions? Have not the Gov- 
ernnieni ratlno' ptoniiftt'd its offif(‘rs to tr(‘at tlu‘ politii’al p^s()n(M‘^ with 
inhnnianity? Is not this addin^^ insult to injur)? Is this Gouncil 
^»-oin;.'' to tolerat(‘ tlii.s attitinh*? lad all |>oliti('al prisoTK'rs he tn'atial 
a^ ''jiecial class jirisoiK'i’s, and let all the non-co-ojH'ia(ion juisomMs he 
s(d at lih(Mt). I kirow that the jail — 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Y (Uir time is u]). 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: May I have half a minute, Sir? 
The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You <‘an finish youi simteiua^ 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA; 1 know that the Jail Depaitmcnt 
is sli(‘ltt‘icd undei’ tlu' juotection of a reser\ed wiiif^— without an\ r(‘s- 
]>()iisihility to this ('oiincil, without an\ r(‘sponsihilit) to tin* pi'oph*. 
But, 1 know this also 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: V ou have already linislied your sen- 
tenc(‘. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA:-that with all the linntaiions 
of this hojudess dyarchv, \V(‘ can make oui v(uce hdl, if vv(‘ l>ut know 
how to comhine. I seriously ask tht^ GovernnuMit not to triff(‘ with 
this (V)uncil in this manner — hd the resoluticuis of this Giuincil lx* ^^iven 
effecd to. Let a full iiHjuiry he made into the recent affairs at Baiisal 
Jail hv a non-official committei* and hd the f^uilty h(‘ suitahly punished. 

It will not he pleasant, if tin* non-offi(‘ial memlHWs of this (ouncil havi* 
to comhine to force the hands of the FAccutive to oh(*y the mandate of 
the Legislature. 

fllerc the s[)eaker having reached the time-limit, had to i(‘sunic his 
seat. ] 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: The shameful details that 
have trickled down to us from the Bari.sal Jail make us haii^^ down our 
heads in shame and desj>air. Are prisoners put in jails to reform tlnuu- 
selves or to show off what degree of inhumanity the men in charge of the ^ 
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jailn are capable of attaining? The Faridpiir Jail incident and the assur- 
ance of the then Member in charge had le<l us to hope that we had seen 
the last of su(di exhibitions of valour towards prisoners. I iiiiglit remind 
the Council of the assurance given by the then Member, Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahini, as follows: — 

This form of punishment should lie restricted to cases of mutiny, 

inciUmient t/o mutiny and serious cases of assault on jail officers, w4iile in the case 
of political prisoners the punishment is not to be inflicted without the previous 
sanction of tlie Government. It has also lK‘en ordered that the award of punish- 
ment of bar fettiTK and handcuffs sliould sjiarin^ly used in the case of political 
prisoners. 

Pul that waH nol lo be. The steel-frame ’’ is there and w(‘ must be 
made to In^ar its jingle. And where else (‘an yon get a better u])por- 
tunitv than in the Jail l)(‘])artment ? ITence, jierliaps, a ehangi* of port- 
folios to enalih* the “ Kniglits of the Most Noble Order of the Stetd 
Frame to enim’ into the jousts against convicts and nmhu’lrial j>ri- 
soiKM’s to show off their might and mettle 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: May I rise to a point of onh^r? Is the immibei’ in oi’der 
in criticising an order of ITis Exctdlency by whi('h the cliangi* in poit- 
folio has been brought about? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I do not think you can refer to that. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY; I bow to your ruling. 
And Sir, how is this executive function executed? By whij>ping the 
boys u) the jails, by confining them for weeks tog('thei‘ in solitary cells 
and by imposing bar-fetku's on them and that in many cuvses for no 
other offence than being jdiysically unable to perform the unaccus- 
tomed tasks allotted to them. I know. Sir, aindogists may stand up 
and bemoan the lot of the authorities who, we ar(‘ sure to be told, are 
most reluctantly meeting out these ])unishments only for the biittm'ment 
of these misguid(*d youths. But are the authorities in charge' there cog- 
nizant of no better treatment for human ailments than ha ''-fetters? 
Does not a little sympathy or a little kindness find a place in their deal- 
ing with these youths who hav(‘ voluntarily embraced the jail life in 
juirsuance of an idind whi(’h, though imjiracticable, is after all based 
on love for their motherland? I am sure every one here will be horri- 
fied to learn that one Dhiren w'hile suffering from diarrhoea, was con- 
fined in one of these dingy celts, wdth fetters on. This I have gathered 
from among other accounts, siK'cially from the evidence of the jail 
doctor w’ho had deposi'd in a ('ase under the Prisons Act, a certified copy 
of whose evidence is here with me. And, Sir, what more does this evi- 
dence reveal? There were instructions to the doctor not to remove the 
prisoner from the cell to the hospital as if cellular confinement and fetters 
were cure enough. There are many other such delectable details, for 
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instance, a man suflerin^ from if<*hos all over his body Ixdnf? coinj>elled 
to work with liis left hand, for (hat was the only part ('onij>araliTely 
unaffected; prisimers being handcuffed to a high staple for hours 
together with only their to<"s touching the ground and exjwsed to the sun 
and the rain against all jail regulations. Sir. 1 ne(Ml not add to this 
(diapter of horrors, for the (loveniinent itseli |HM‘haps knowa most of 
them. But surely, the (iovernment must at least admit that things are 
not ])ulling on well hetwiaui the Suja'rintendent and the non»co-o|H'ration 
prisoners in the Barisal dail; and the mutual exasjH'ratinn ot ityling lias 
been su<*h that tin* Su{H‘nntmident has now at last become vindictive. 

I may read to you an aciouni of what tran^]>ired iluring the exami- 
nation on oath of the jailoi in the course of a tiial in the jail under the 
Ib’isons Act. Th(‘ jailoi’ says — 

After liis discliaige from tlw hospital, Chinta Ilaraii was put into tlio cell ns a 
punishment for ronmultinj: tlu' offence of communicating with outsiders 

I heard troiii the doctor aflmwards that this comiiuniicaiion coiislsttul 
of saying that li(‘ had heim gi\mi sago as a pmial <liet. 

Bar-fetters imposed on him on the tith dune were removed im the morning of 
the Kith He was also jiunished from 1th to Kith .June with ((‘llul.ii eonfinenieiit 
for the offence eomniilt<‘d in the' hospital 

Th(' ottVnet' was iliat lic' ciuul aloud that though Im‘ was sick and ailing 
In* Nvas givc'ii tin* most insullicimil of food, nam(*ly, sago, and nothing 
else. Tin* jailor continues — 

Hc' was nut on pc'ual diet ioi I da\s from tlu' 2.‘Jrd June for ndnsing to wciiK 
He was put nri pcaial diet tiom MOth June* to K(h July for refusing to stand up 
before the Additional Magistrate and the Supeu intendeiit when he was an under 
trial prisoiuT 1 liaM' found liini sukl\ in apiMnirnnee geruTallv while* he* was 
111 jail The dcstoi told luc' that the* pnscnnn was a cl\M|H'ptie Hai Niliaraii 
(’haiidra Das (Juiita Bahadur Msitc'd the jail and impiired into then gru*\an(‘es. 
They eom[)l.'nnod ol ill-trealiiieiit ladore Niliaran Balm iii the pM'sence of myselt 
and the SuiHTinU*ndent. The allegations of dl-treat meiil nmde h\ the non-eo- 
openation prisoners were dircftcMl against the Su|M’nntend»‘nt I’risoimrs luoc* Imm*!! 
(‘omplaining of ill-treatment for ahout a month There are twc'lve ec*lls foi ninle 
prisoners in the jail. Most of them arc* filled up hy the non-ecHijieralion prisunofs 
for about a month. 

This is the real state of affaiis as dt‘.scrib(*d liy tin* jail ofhei'r -tin* jailor. 

Is it proper to let the Su|M*rintenilent remain there till at last tin* 
torture and cruelty which, under the v(*il of law he has jKiwer to inflict, 
lead to some greater crime? Should he not much rather be r(*moved 
from there and transferred to some other (jui(‘t(*r district. But if the 
(iovernment think that hy such transfer the jirestige of the “steel- 
frame “ w’ould lie lowered, then ]»ray remove at I(*ast the non-cr>-opera- 
tion prisoners from under his “ st(H*l “ rule. We do not want any more 
of our young men b(Mng eojifirmed in their antagonism towaids the 
GoTenimeiit, till at last they tuni into noxious anarchists from k*ing 
merely misguided idealists. 


1 A 
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Rm JOCENDRA CHUNDER chose Bahadur: I am always 

opiK>se(rt(» any rourwi which give rise to bad blood, but in this 

case when I find thai a large number of the members of this Council have 
supjmrted the motion about the doings at Rarisal Jail, I think it is 
ne<*esHary that tlie Go\einment should make some imjuiry. Standing 
here as a representative of the people of this coiintry, 1 must say that 1 
must give voice to the opinion of my peoj)le, tliough, it may not be the 
opinion of tlie majority. About thi‘ merits of this jmrticular (iiicstioii, 

1 suppose the lion ’hie Mr. Stephenson will enlighten us, but what I 
desire to say here is that the country demands that in the case of the 
political prisomosot the It/KiilrtilfHj class— mark my words. Sir — jxditical 
prisoners of the educated class, tloTe sliould be no whipping, there should 
be no solitary cells, theie should be no night handculVs, tliere sliould be 
no bar-fetters, and that they should be given ordinary diet of ordinary 
men. To my mind this demand seems so reasonable that 1 am sure (jlov- 
ernment will consider it twice befoie j’6\jecting it. 1 believe it was the 
llon’ble Mr. Stephenson who accept (ul my lesolution that there should be 
no special constables for political ])risonei's; and I do believe his sense 
of right and fair-])lay will urge him to |)ui a stoj) to these obnoxious 
proceedings. The Government in this country is ])aitiall_\ the people’s 
(iovernment; and even the llon’ble Mr. Stejiheiison represents the people 
of tin* country. That being so, he must iwi according to the \\ ishes of 
the people. I therefore reijuest him to do away with these veiy objec- 
tionable items in the case of the political prisoners. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Harisal i s my native distiuVt and it 
has been a matter of the deepest regret to me that the incidents which 
have formed the subject of debate this afternoon should have taken place 
where I have got my home and where, of all otlu'rs, 1 long to see the 
highest ideals of Rritish administration maintained in s]K>tless ]>urity. 
As regards the iiicidenbs themselves, 1 am not in a position to offer any 
comment. AVhen I heard of these incidents from letters from niv friends. 
Tat once made up my mind to go to Harisal and find out by imiuiries on 
the spot how far the serious allegations that were made were true. 
Fnfortunately, however, professional engagi'inent did not allow me to 
go there, and I do not wish to commit myself, in the absence of personal 
inipiiries, with regard to the truth or the falsity of the allegations one 
w’ny or the other. I only wish to make a few remarks of a general 
character and submit them to the consideration of the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Jails Department and of the members of this Council. 

There are. Sir, at the present moment, two distinct political parties in 
this country. They are what is popularly known as non-co-operators who 
profess to have nothing to do with the administration and who have 
assumed an attitude of indifference to whatever the Government niav do 
So far as the non-co-operators are (‘oncerned, they are not represented in 
this Coumdl and 1 need not say anything about them. The other class 
consists of what is popularly known as moderates and by many other 
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names, who believe (hat by a8so<nutinp with the Government in vario'is 
matters* they can work oiii the salvation of their country, and bring about 
the political emancipation of India. It is to this class that the members 
of the various Legislative Councils belong. This class, by the very 
fact of their entry into the Council and their association with the officials 
of (Tovernment, have committed themselves to a certain line of ai'tidn, 
namely, to interpret the \\ishes of the people before the officials, and, so 
far as lies in their power to interpret official intentions before their own 
people. 

Now, Sir, wh(‘never any act is done, and anything is undertaken by 
any Government official whicli cannot prlwa facie be justified, it becomes 
the duty of the members of this Coumdl to condemn such acts, and, in 
the first place, \{^ bring this fu('t to the notice of Government so that 
proper steps may be taken. It is always an unpleasant duty to us to imive 
in a matter like this; there can be no doubt that if the tale that has !»een 
ndated 1)\ my friends, Ibilm Indu Rhushan Ihitta and Kumar Shib 
Shckhaieswar Ray, are (rue — even to a fraction— 1 submit that it reveals 
a harrowing picture of wliat has been done to a class of prisoners— persons 
who, whatever th('ir faults may lie, are gentlemen, many of (hem 
giaduates and under-graduates of the (\ilcutta Cniveisit\. 1 liave go( a 
hojror, a personal horror of iwo things. The first is death sentence to 
uliicli I am ojiposed on ])riiiciple. The other is Hogging as a imsuis of 
(‘orporal punishment. I am ojiposed to flogging as a means of puuish- 
nuMit for any offmice, solely on grounds based on (‘onsideration of 
humanity and (h'cency. It otfemls against all sense of decency and 
humanity to catch hold of a groun-up young man, stiip him nakiul and 
to flog him in the presence of his fellow -prisoners and others. 11 a man 
is subjected to indignities lik(* these, 1 shudder to think what his feidings 
would be at that monuMit. Then, Sir, w hat good does this form of punish- 
ment do at allr* So far as these non-co-operators are concerned, they 
are, as a (dass extr(*mely tenacious and ol).smiate and they will never give 
up their views. After all, flogging is over in a few’ minutes and tin* 
jirisoniM’s so flogged come out with bitter and burning hatred against 
everything British. Does this conduce to efficient administralioii i' 
Does this conduce to good feeling being generated between the rulers and 
the ruledy Does it in any way help the present political situation!^ 
And last of all, does it not render unpleasant the jm^ition of the members 
of thm ( Vmm il who still argue with their people— in spite of what the non- 
co-operators may say — that the British Government is not lost to all sense 
of justice and humanity and that whenever just views are jdaced befoie 
them, they will use their influence and will the first to move in the 
matter? Supposing these things take place, after all wffiat can Govern- 
ment do? The officer responsible cannot, of course, be hanged, but 
nevertheless serious notice should be taken of the aid ion and the (a)nduct 
of the guilty officer. I do not wish to aay anything with n‘ference to the 
merits of the case. Probably the Hon'ble the Member in charge of Jails 
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will be able to make a statement which will show that our worst fears 
are unfounded. I think steps should be taken so that there may be no 
repetition of these horrible thinjfs and so that no opportunity is 
to the worst critic of Government to say that the otticials of the Govern- 
ment have not j^ot even ordinary consideration of decency to j^^uide them 
in the dischar^^e of their duty towards the people of the country. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L 8TEPHEN80K: The mover of a lesolution 
like this is at a certain disadvaniaj^e. Admittedly he dmvs not know ihe 
facts. He, therefore, has tr) base his arguments and appeal for the 
sympaUiy of his fellow-members on stories gleaned from newspapers, and 
on an appeal to their passion. The mover has leferred to an interview 
puWished in various papers. He has also referred to various incidents 
which he allegi's to have taken place. I, in reply, am also at a disadvan- 
tage, because these incidents are not the basis of this motion to adjourn 
the House, but are brouglit in for the purpose of creating a prejudi(‘e, 
and I have not, in the time allowed to me by the rules, time to go into 
every one of these allegations. I shall be perfectly prepared, if the 
mover gives me chapter and verse for any allegations made, to ii)(|uire 
into it and let him know the result. The movm says that not being aware 
of the facts himself, he interviewed the writer of the report and did 
everything iiossible to verify them. Hut one thing which would have 
struck most jieople as the proper thing to do would be to (“onie to the 
Member in charge of the department. In that case I should liave been 
happy to give l^abu Indu Hhushan Dutta all the information that ] 
possessed. 

Bflbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA! May 1 say that in order to find 
out the truth, I sent a series of (juestions for the Hon’ble the Member to 
answer, but they were all refused ? 

Kuinar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY! My (juestions too have not 

been replied to. 

Dr, A. 8UHRAWARDY! I was in doubt as to who the Hon’blp the 
Member in charge of Jail was, so I could not approach him. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L 8TEPMEN80N: Gov eminent, so far from 
objecting to this motion, welcome the ojmrtunity of placing the facts 
before the Touncil and exjilaining the actual position. In the first place 
I think the House w’ill agree with me that a jail is a place where it is 
absolutely necessary to maintain disidpline. It is impossible to run a 
jail W’ithout discipline of a somewhat strict and exacting kind. The 
convicts in the jail have been convicted by the Courts for offences against 
the law' of the land, and the majority of the population of a jail forms 
a body which can only be dealt with by strict enforcement of discipline 
and jail routine. The Council, I think, wdll agree with me that it is 
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impofisible to allow any convict openly to flout authority and deliberately 
to set himself to destroy the discipline of the jail. In a jail there can 
l)e no exception.s; one luan (unnot he allowed to do one thin^^ and another 
man another thin^^ The discipline in a jail must be the same for all 
members of a particular class. It may be that a particular offence may 
seem to the membeis of the (’ouncil to be of a trivial nature, such as not 
standin^^ up when the Superjuteiident comes. In the ordinary way, if 
when I was visiting a scdiool or any other j)laee, some body lefused to 
speak to me, or refused to stand up, I should take no notice of the breach 
of courtesy, hut when the deliberate object of not ^ettin^^ nj) is to destroy 
the authority of the man who has been (‘hur^red by Government and by 
the laws of the country with carryinji: out the discijdine of the jail and 
w^hen the deliberate intention is contumaciously and c'ontinuously persist- 
ed in, then I say the Council can come to no other c‘onc lusion than that 
there is a serious breac*h of disc ipline whic'h ou^ht to he taken nc»tiee of 
and dealt with. It is often ccunplained that the youths of Hen^(al do 
not know what cliscij)line is, \vlu‘ther parental disc ipline, sc hool discipline 
or discipline of any other kind, and 1 tliiiik there is a ^ijocl deal of trufh 
in that nowadays. There seems to be an idea abroad that diseijdine in 
itself is somc'thiii^^ cleio^atory and that it shows a wc‘ak moral fibre to 
submit to discipline. Tlie mover, in the c*oiirse of his sjjeech, has even 
referred to a sentenc-e of the Court as hein^^ dc‘^^adin^^ amonf( the 
cle^»’raclin^»' punisliiiMiits that were inflic ted. The nnoei iin luclecl amontf 
de^nadinjf puiiislinienN, jmiiishments or exlia puiiishmenis inflicted l*y 
the Coujt under section ft'J of the Prisons Act. 

Babu INOU BHU8HAN DUTTA: That was the ivsolution of the 
liar Association. 

Tho Hbn’blO Mr^ Hi Li STEPHENSON! I am ^dad that the mover 
does not a|»’ree with the resolution of the liar Assoc iation. 1 put it to 
the (N)umil that thci-e is nothin^^ dej^iadin^^ in obeying disc ipline. 
Discipline is a very valuable trainiinf. Sir Ru^des lliise, the frrealest 
authority on jail administration in Kn^^land, sjieakin^'* on juison adminis- 
tration, in his reernt book, says: “ Its first and primary function must 
of course be to sec ure obedience, discijiline, order and the habit of 
industry. These tliin^^s alone have a moral value." So the first 
thiii^ is to secure ol)edienc*e, discipline, coder and the habit of industry. 
After all, discipline is really at the bedtom of the c’oncc*ption of the 
political state. Individualism without discipline means anarchy, and 
you cannot have individualism in a hi^dily discijdined body like the jail — 
there is no room for it. We may treat different classes of prisoners 
according to different rules, but the fundamental piinciple remains; 
whatever yonr rules are in jail, they mu.st he c-arried out exactly, other- 
wise it will (‘ease to In* possible to carry on the jail and carry out the 
orders of punishment inflicted by the Courts of justice. 
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Now, let ufl flee what the actual facts were relating to the whipping 
in the Ihirisal Jail. The Council may have carried the impression from 
the movei ’s speech that the unfoitunaie state of affairs in Barisal is an 
isolated case which has only occumd during the last month or two. I 
liave a report from a non-official visitor of last January iK>inting out 
the state of affairs in the Barisal Jail. I have also here a reiwrt from 
the Inspector-tjeneral of Prisons of the ISfh May, on the Alipore Cen- 
tral Jail, the Jessore Jail, Berhampur Jail, the Hooghly Jail and the 
Chittagong Jail, all of them having been in an exceedingly bad state 
and all owing to precisely tlie same cause, namely, the determination of 
the j)oliiical jnisoners to smash the jail discipline and to render it 
im|x)ssible to (‘arry on the administration of the jail. 

On the 27th June (1 confine myself now to the Barisal Jail), we 
received a report from the District Magistrate of Bakarganj who. is not 
himself in charge of the jail, but is resjionsible for the distinct. I will 
read an extract from it : — 

Tl)(* non-ca-ojMTntion priHonern nrr iu»t in an> way in the jail Their 

lieliaviour, on the other hand, most ()lijeetional)h‘ and inMilK)rdinate and nndir 
present conditionH it is impossilde to keep them under doei|))ine. I (piote some 
instances :~ 

(1) On Ist March, 1922, a Iniae iiunilaa oi non-eo-(»p<aation convicts refused 
to ao inside tluor ward 

(2) On Ifilh April and at other times iiundMO's oi non-co-operators jaasisted in 
sin^!;in^ loudly on the jilea that this was done lor a relij^ions purpose The songs 
W('re fiequently of a political nature. 

(d) On Kith April alKOit 0 non -co-ois'ra tors clinihed on the rool oi the female w’ard 
in which th(‘y bidonged. 

(4) On the 27th May and at other times .some of them cIiiuIhsI on the outhouseK 
or walls of tlnur compound in order to communicate with outsideis 

(Ti) On the 7th dune two non-co-operators assaulted a convict swtejiei in the 
execution ot his duty. 

(G) 'I'he Superintendent reiauts that on freipient occasions h(‘ has Uen publicly 
abused by tlu‘ non-co-operators, particulaily on the 12th .liine, one prisoner 
actually called him “rascal,” “liai,” “son oi a pig.” “haramzada” and other 
foul epithets in front oi other convicts Major Miinro rejMirts furilier that jaiid 
warders art' Irequeiitly curst'd and threatened and also the Assistant Jailor. 


Kumar SHIB 8 HEKHA 1 RE 8 WAR RAY: May I know when be did 
make that statement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: This is the Distric t Magis- 
trate’s rejuirt ot the* 27th June. 

The District Magistrate wound up hy saying that unless some steps 
were taken to restore disci])line in the Barisal Jail, he (‘ould not he held 
responsible for the peace of that distrh't. The (Commissioner, in 
forwarding tliis rejnirt, endorsed tlie Magistrate’s remarks and said that 
it was absolutely essential, in the intei-est of the peace of his division, 
that some steps should be taken to restore discipline not only in that 
jail but also in other jails. 
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The Touiicil will perhiipn ajifree with me ihat that was a ri‘jM)rt whi^h 
(iovernmcnt could uot pigeon-liole. It disclosed >>o serious a stale of 
affairs that the Superinteiuhuit of the Rarisal Jail was suiumoiied to 
Calcutta to rei)ort on the lU'tual condition of the jail and to give his 
views as to the reasons for this state (d things. 1 am reading now from 
a memorandum of the (‘vinfereiu'es. 

The Su]M‘riiiteiuU‘iit then proctneed a munher of '* roiuiets' History Shi*ets ” 
and showed that several of the prisoners, some ol whom weie m the 

“ SjKH‘ial Class ” and some were not, had lawsistenlly refiiMsl to work or to stand 
up in his prostmee, and had eoininitted various otfenees apiinst i)rison diseiplino. 
Every pnnishinent availalde had iKsm resorted to, imhulini; (h*privation of privi- 
leges, |K‘nal diet, standing handtulfs, and eoiduieinent to cells In some cases, 
these punishments had been effectue, in others not, and a few men had Ihumi punish- 
ed as many as 12 or 14 times The example ol these men was ha\ing a very had 
effect upon the other prisoners and the fact that it was known that tin- Su|H'rinlen- 
dmit was powt'rless to do anything moje was nn t‘ncouragcnient to insulkirdina- 
tion. 

He represented that the want of discipline cAcn among a few men was spreading 
insuhordination among tlu* whole of the jail iKipulation 

Babu INOU BHUSHAN DUTTA: What ix tlu' dalt- ot the coiiffr- 
ence ? 

The HofPble Mr, H. L. STEPHENSON: It luld in the begin- 
ning of July, The Hiuisal Jail do(‘s lud only eoiitaiii th(‘se noii-eo-ojHM'a- 
tion prisoiieis hut also a coiisidmahh' iiumhei* ol jU'isomus eonvieted 
of ordinary criuHvs, some of whom are of a (h‘s|M‘rate character. It i« 
inijxissihle for (loveniimMit to allow these (‘onvicts to get out of hand 
from the exainjile of the iion-co-ojKUation luisoiiers. The Su|M'rinien- 
dent of th(‘ Jail was convinced that the only rmiuMly was to restore to 
him the jxiwer, which liad temi>orarily Imhui taken away, the power, 
which he enjoxed undm- the Juil Code, of whi[>inng as a last rtvsort. 
(lovernmeiit had issued orders, ixmding the general settlement of the 
([uestion ol the treatment of these various chesses of iirisoiiers that no 
jirisoners who were connected with the iion-eo-ojKTation movement w'ere 
to lie flogged without previous reference to tiovernment. These orders 
were passed as a lemixirary measure until the whole (juestion of the 
treatment of jiolitical juisoners was decided. The SuiXTintendent, 
therefore, reipiested that the jxiwer .should lx* given hai k to him, and he 
w'as satisfied that if it was given haek to him, it might very likely not 
he necessary for him to use it. tiovernment instructed the Suivrin- 
tendent to .send to them the history she<^ts of the wmrst cases, i.c., 
the eases of men who hud rontumaciously refused to work, wdio had 
delil)erately defied diseipliiie and on w’hom other jmnishmeiits had had 
no effect, and the eases in wdiieh he (xinsidered that an (Xam|)le w'us 
necessary in order to prevent insulKU’dination spr(‘adiiig through the 
jail. The Su|)erintendent submitted eight eases w’ith the details. On 
the 21st July, Government authorised the Suixuiriteiident to use his 
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(liHcretion in threatening? those prisoners that whipping? would be 
resorled to if they did not work and if necessary to carry it out in any 
of those cases without further reference (o Government. The Superin- 
tendent felt it necessary t^) use this authority in five eases. 

The first case was a lad who was whipi)ed. He is not a s{>eeial class 
l)ut is an ordinary convict. He was warned first that if he refused to 
work — he was s(‘nt(‘nced to hard lalsjur — the punislinient of whipping? 
would he inflict(‘d on him. He still refused to work and he was then 
warned once more that he w^jiild 1m* vvhi]>jK‘d; and at last he was given 
15 strijM*s. 

His history-slieet is as follow's: — 

No. 1. — Age H), health good; an ordinary class non-(M)-op<*rator 
from Patiiakhali; sentenced under section dTff Indian IViial Code, i.e., 
tlieft, to d mofilhs’ rigorous imjrrisonim'iit, dm* for reh‘ase on the 8th 
August, 1022, wdio ]K*rsistently refuses to work. He has been warned 
on the loth Hine, 1022; given four nights’ handcuffs on the 18th June, 
1022; link-letters sev(‘n days on tlie 14th Juiu‘ 1022; ]>enal di(*t (ui the 
Ihth Juii'', 1022, fid hours; standing haiidculfs sevtui days on the 28rd 
June, H)22; seven da>s* hai-fetters on the (Slli Jul\, 1022. It cannot 
he said that the whip])ing was inflicl<‘d on him before other juiijishnn*nts 
had hemi tried. 

Th(‘ other four cases are similar: — 

No. 2. — Age 18, health good, from Patuakliali Siih-rlail, sentenced 
under studious 117 and 142, Indian Penal Code, (/.c., noting), on the 
12th April, 1022, to three months’ rigorous inijnisonnient ( senteiict* en- 
hanced for not working three months) ; still itdiises to work. Warned on 
the 21st May, 1022, and on the 7th June, 1022; two days’ standing 
handcuffs on the 0th June, 1022; sentenc(‘d enhanced on the 17th 
June, 1022; 0(1 hours’ |H*nal diet on the 22nd June, 1022: 14 days’ cel- 
lular confinement and 0(1 hours’ jn'iial diet on the 8th ,Iuiy, 1022. 

No. 8. — An ordinary class non-co-o|H*ratoi , age 22, health indifferent 
hut weight iiKU’easing, .senteiK'ed under setion 148 and 14(1, Indian 
JVnal Code (/.r., rioting), to six moiitlis’ rigorous imprisonment and 
one yeaCs simple imprisonment in delault of a bond to keep the |)eace. 
He refuses to work and has been punished as follows: — Warned on the 
2nd May, 1022; 0(1 hours’ jMMial diet on the 8rd May, 1!)22; 0(i hours’ 
jH*nal diet on the loth June, 1022; standing handcuffs three days on the 
28rd Jumu 1022; standing handcuffs .seven days on the 27th June, 1022. 

No. 4.— An ordinary cla.ss non-co-ojM*rator, from Patuakhali; age 
20; health indifferent but is gaining weight; sentenced under section 
870, Indian Penal Code (theft), to three months’ rigorous inquisonmeut, 
punished as follow's: — Warned on the 0th June, 1[)22; four nights’ hand- 
cuffs on the loth June, 1022; twm days’ standing handeufl’s on the 18th 
June, 1022; seven days’ standing handcuffs on the I8th June, 1022; bar- 
letters two weeks on the 26th June, 1022. 
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KuimrSHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: I rise <0 a jwint of order. 
Is there no tiine-liniit for oftiidal meinhersr' 

Tho DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT • The Ilon’lile Mr. Stephenson has to 
teply to four s|>eiikers. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: He is laing allowed to 
eontinue without his even asking for jHUinission. 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: The llon’lde Mr. Stephenson may go 
on. He did ask for iierniission from me. 

The Harr’ble Mr. H, L. 8TEPHEN80N: 1 trust that 1 sludi not weary 
Jlie f’ouiicil miK'h longer. [Several voices: “No, no, phrase go on. We 
want to hear you.” j The jmnishment of warning and hai-fetters wer(‘ 
on ai'count of ohstiiicting a warder and Kdusing to stand u|>, U‘sjH‘ctively . 
The remainder were for refu.sing to woik. 

No. 5. — Age 2(1, an ordinary non-eo-ojx'rator from l‘aluakliali ; 
health indiflerent , hut lias jmt on (> Ihs. weight; sentencisl undt‘r sec'tion 
dTh. Indian Penal (’od(‘, to four months’ rigoions imprisonmiMit , punislndl 
as follows: — Removed to an accommodation cidl on the 2Sth March, 
1922. l)isr(‘sjHH’tful to the Su|HM’intendent oir the hth Aprd, 1922; 21 

da>s’ link-i(‘tters, haiidcutfs hehind h\ day foi four da\s on account ol 
refusal to work on the (ith May, 1922; 111 days’ link-l'ettms on 11 h‘ lllth 
dune, 1922; refusing to work, seiitemr enhanced on the Idth dune, 
1922; {HI hours’ jKUial diet on tin* 2drd dum*, 1922; sevmi days’ standing 
handcuffs, on the 2Sth dune, 1922. 

The (’ouiicil will, therefore, .see that the.s(* m(*n wme conviided und(‘r 
lh(‘ ordinary law ol tlie land. No douht, their off’enc(‘s were* committed 
in conneetion ^^ith tlie non-co-ojKoation movement, lint the smitences 
of the (’ourt were passed under the ordinary law of tin* laml. The author- 
ities of the jail tried every punishment in the dail ('odi‘ without effect. 
Two of the.se imm were jmt uj) to (’ourt foi jmlicial imnishment. The 
only result was that they eame hack to jail with three months more hard 
lalxiur and still refu.sed to work. (’or])oral jmnishment is a jmniHhnient 
authorised hy the dail ('ode as a last resort. 1 am aware that there is 
a very great dislike to corjKiral puni.shment in this (’oumil and that 
there is a growing .sentiment o|)|>o.sed to coijKiral jmnishment m other 
civilised nations. Rut it must he remem hered that when jM*oj>le talk 
of flogging and they ([uote diutriWs against flogging in Kngland ami 
other countries, the flogging geiieially referred to in this connection is 
flogging with cat-o’-nine-tails which in the jKist in Kngland \\as inflicted 
with considerable brutality in the Army, Navy and in the jirisons. It iA 
still jKumissihle in the Kngli.sh jails, hut only foi niutin> or incitement to 
mutiny or serious a.ssault on juison officers and th(‘ flogging is inflictiMl 
with the sanction of the Secretary of State and it is very rarely inflicted 
(“ Hear, hear ”). Up to 1898, it could be awarded hv one of the 
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DirectoiH of donvirt Prisoiis or by the Visiting , Magistrates for any 
s(*rious offences against prison discipline and re(juired no further eon- 
finning aulliority. In India, jail whipping is inflicted with a rattan 
cane lialf iin inch in diameter and in every triangle there is a hole of half 
an inch in <liaineter through which, under the rules, the cane must be 
passed heldfe the wliij>ping is inflicted in order to ensure that the cane is 
not thicker. In tin* circumstances under which corjKmil punishment 
is inflicted in India, I am not sure that I am prepared to endorse Maulvi 
Fazl-ul Ila(|'s statement that it is destructive of soul and body. We 
ar(‘ |M‘rliaps mor(‘ accustomed to the idea of the use of a cane Wause it 
forms the iiackbone of our system of discipline in tlie public schools in 
England. Tin* can(‘ is an emblem of the authority of the monitor in a 
public school, who is apiKu’nted to carry out tlu' dis(‘ipline among his 
fellows and in the course of his carrying out that discijdine he uses the 
cane. I am sure that some of us have sulfered from the cane (A voice: 
“Not ]’’) and in turn have inflicted suffering. I cannot recollect that 
anyone has ever sugg(‘sted that it was degrading oi‘ lesscuiing to their 
self‘.res|H*ct. (A voice: “ It must hav(‘ been ]>ainful.“) Yes; very 
jiaiiiful. We should all 1 h^ very ghul to g(‘t rid of th(‘ punishment of wlili>- 
jiing ill jails, hut I jiut it to the (’ouncil that w(‘ cannot get rid of the 
juniishineiit at the (‘XjMMise of discij»line. If anvlxuly could suggest a 
punishment which would take the place of wliip]>ing, I should 1 h‘ de- 
lighted to cnnsi<ler it. But th<*re must he sonu* punishment at tlu' hai'k 
which will he th(‘ last resort in the maintenance of discipline. Sjiea king 
entirely for niysidf, I trust 1 shall not have an opportunity of juitting it 
in jiractici', I should certainly jirefer the punishment of whijiping to the 
juinishmeiit of iiar-fetters. But the alxdition of the juinishmeiit of whij)- 
piiig is not merely a ({uestion of reform of th(‘ jail administration liut 
it is a (|uesiioii of the reform of tlu‘ ])iison ]H>j>ulation, esjs'ciallv in this 
matter of maintaining discijiline; wlnui the convicts recognise that the 
sentences of llu* (\iurts must b(‘ carried out and that thmr siuitences 
involv(‘ intei fiM’iuices with their jH'rsonal lihiuty and freedom in many 
ways, then we should get some way towards aiiolishing whijiping and 
other forms of jail punishments. But the sense of discipline must come 
first. It is in our jails in England; and until we have got a recognised 
sense of discipline in the Indian jails, I fear we shall still have to con- 
tinue these jiunishments. I must say, however, that the conduct of 
these five imm, which 1 have detailed, is putting off* that day very con- 
siderably. AVlieii these iirisoners and prisoners like them go to jail 
with the deliberate intention to defy di.scijdine, to defy authority and 
to stir up the rest of the jail jMipulation to similar indiscipline, they are 
deliberately putting back the time w'hen we can abolish these punish- 
ments in jail. As long as whipj>ing is an authorised punishment, I 
think the ('ouncil wdll agree with me that there (‘an be no clearer case 
for its infliction than in the five (uses that 1 have described. These men 
)vere not “ Hjiecial class “ prisoners; even if they had lieen, it would 
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have Wn tlie same. Ooverumeat have never rtH'o^nised and are not 
prepai'ed to reeogiiise that conneetion witli a politi(‘al movement or any 
other qiieHtion of motive ^Mves any convict a li^ht to exemption from the 
(‘onaequeiKes of a senten(‘e jmssed on him hy the Courts in accordance 
witli the law of the land. If the sentence to wliich he is liable is too 
severe, we should then alter our law. If there are mitif^^atin^^ circum- 
stances, the (\>urt should take them into account ; but they have nothin^ 
to do with the jail administration. The jail authorities an* bound to 
enforce discijdine irres|)ective of the |x*rsonal history of the convict. 
There are cases to meet \shich it is ju.stifiable and reasonable to have 
s])ecial rules, but these siH*cial rules will not be for the imriH)S(‘ of 
exemptin^^ the men from ]mnishment but lor tin* ]>ur|K)se of adaptinf( 
the {mnishmeiit to the ])articular circumstances of the case. 1 am sorry, 
Sir, that I have taken .so much time and 1 can only thank the (Vmmul 
for ^»‘ivin/y me an op|)ort unity of not only explaini^r the fac'ts but also 
for (letailinj.r nt lentfth what the ixdicy of (lovernment is in this very 
important matter. 

INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Has the Government order, 
which laid down that the s(*ntence of whip])in|*f should first Ik* n‘l«*rred 
to (iovernnient l)een withdrawn!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, L. STEPHENSON: No 

B&bu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: 1 would only liki* to mention 
that whipping has a demoralising effect when it is administered either 
inside the jail or outside it. It has practically been alsilisheil in many 
civilis(‘d countries. Kveii ('ouits of law which us(‘d to ]>a.ss s(*ntenc(‘s 
of flogging have |)ia('tically discontinueil them. Tlien^ is no reason why 
it should not be di.scontinued in our jails. Tin* .lail Commission has 
recommended that flogging should Im* allow'(‘d only in two inslaiu'es, 
namely, if there is a rebellion inside the jail or it there is an attempted 
rebellion or any seiious a.ssault on jail officers. I'lider certain sjH'cial 
circumstances it might or might not be allowed. 1 have nothing fur- 
ther to say as the matter has lieen di.scu.s,sed threadbare. J think, 
however, that it was quite meet and j)ro[)er for the (^mncil to have 
pronounced its opinion on the facts which have come to light on the 
motion of my frieml, Babu Iiidu Bhushaii Dutta. 

[At this stage the Deputy-Pre.sideiit vacated the (’hair which' was then 
taken by Maulvi Fazl-ul Ha(|, one of the panel of (’hairmen.] 

Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Of all the punishments that 
have been inflicted in our jails, flogging is the most brutul. I am not 
using this word of my own, but this won! has been used by the Indiiui 
Jail Committee in their report. As a meiaber of the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Jail Department, 1 had the honour to attend one 
of its meetings last year when the subject of flogging in the jail wag 
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under diflcURsion. TTnfortunately tljen there was no other non-official 
member j»reseiit except my humble self and it was decided after a long 
diHcussioM that flogging should tw restricted only to two cases— (1) 
rebellion or incitement to rebellion; and {2) gross iiisult to the visitors 
or officers of the Jail. This committee sat a month and a half before 
the incident iti the Faridpore Jail (I have no knowledge of w^hat 
hap})eiM*d afterwards there) and if Oovernmejit is at all willing to accep>t 
the decision of the Standing (\)mmittee 1 should say that the decision 
arrived at in that meeting of the Standing ( ornmittee should be accepted 
by Government and acted upon. If, on the other hand, Government 
thinks that the decision of the Standing (’ornmittee is only an advice 
which it can accept or refuse as it likes, then T tlnnk there is no neces- 
sity for a Standing Fommitt(‘e. Who are the menilau-s of the Standing 
(\)mmittec? In every Standing Fommittec' there ar(‘ four non-otficial 
members who are suj)]»osed to be the representatives of the people. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Are we dis< ■usHiiig; llie fiiiictMiiir! of the Staiidiiijf 
Oiiiiinitteey 

The CHAIRMAN (Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq); I think tlmt uny 
ref'eieii((‘ In the StaiMliiijj ('(iiiiniitlee houIi! lie (iiit ni iinh'c. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The juoceedings of the Standing (’ornmittee are con- 
fidential . 

MSuIvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Of course the proceedings of the 
Standing ('omniitiee are confidential, but as r(‘gard8 the Furidiiore Jail 
all'uir the Hon ’hie the Member in charge made a staleiiieiit to this 
Jlouse so I am entitltMl to state what hapiHUied in the Standing 
(\)inmit(ee. 

The CHAIRMAN; 1 have already given a ruling that you are not 
entitled to refer to it. 

Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: I think that Government will 
consider tlie advice of the Standing Fommittee and act upon it. Unless 
Governmcul do(‘s that, the feelings of the jieople would be embittered 
and alienated from Government at the same time. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURh I had no idea. Sir, that 
such a motion as the one which my friend. Babu Indu Bhdshan Dutta, 
lias moved wu.s coming up for discussion to-night. Therefore I was 
quite unprepared for it. But after hearing Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta 
and after hearing all the facts related by lum I think I must say W)me- 
thing iu this connectiou, because I am not altogether unconnected with 
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Barisal and bei'ause I think I shall be failing in my duty if I do not 
take part in this debate. What Rabu Indu Hhushan Dutta has told 
us to-night is most probably a fabrication in the opinion of the Hon’ble 
the Meinln'r in charge. He was not juesent in Rarisal Jail, he was not 
an eye-witness to the occurrences and. the^refore, the Hon’ble the Member 
is of opinion that he i^ not (‘omjH^tent to move such a motion. Probably 
the Hoii’ble the Member in cliaige ol the Jail Dejvartment was present in 
Barisal, was an eye-witness to all the occurrences and, therefore, was 
perfectly mititled to speak with such an attitude on the matter. Habu 
Indu Rhushan Dutta relies on stoiies, and stories told who knows by 
whom? Statements on oath in (ourt, statements by the most resiiect- 
able men of Rarisal by the leaders of the Rarisal Rar used by Rabu Indu 
Rhushan Dutta should be disbelieved be<‘ause the llon'ble tin* Member 
in charge does not rely at all on other people's versions and what he f.'iv( s 
is all his own (*xi)erience. 

Then Rabu Indu Rhushan Dutta has a[>pealed to passion and, there- 
fore the Ilon'b.e the Member has read us a tlissertation or sermon on 
discipline. He has told us that discipline must be maintained end it 
is also the watchword in Hngli>h jails. Rut whih‘ he has given us a 
long list of the breach(‘s of discipline committed in Rarisal Jail, 
evidently relying on other jieople’s reports, he has only f(»rgotlen to 
nnuition how such bleaches of discipline there in Kngland are punishi‘d. 
Therein lies all the difference. He has given us also a long and sicken- 
ing catalogue ('f the inhuman punishments infli(‘ted on the non-co- 
operation ])risoners. Even if Indu Rabu had not told us all that he 
has disclosed in us, certainlv the statements reg.irding flogging, 
IXMial diet, etc., that hav(‘ conn* from the Hon’blc the M(‘mb(*r ar(‘ sutti- 
cientiy condemnable and, therefore, we, as representatives of the peojde 
here, say, in the name of humanity, w’hich is after all not a relative 
term and which is certainly a greater thing than discipline, that all 
these forms of inhumanity should be put a stop to at once. That is 
our confirmed opinion and, 1 think if this matter had come to voting, 
it would have been the solid, lecorded opinion of this (V)uncil. It is 
said by jjcojile who owe no manner of resimnsibility to the ]mblic 
opinion here, but are sinijdy responsible to jmblic ojiinion overseas, 
that the non-co-operators are the worst enemies of the country. That 
•may or may not l>e the case; hut even if they are enemies in the opinion 
of some people, they are certainly entitled to humane treatment, that 
is, such treatment as a human being ought to expect from his fellow- 
men, and we, who are responsible to tlie public opinion in this country 
which has not placed them l)i*y{)nd the pale of humanity, dfdiberately 
say that we will not ixuinit such bad jn-aclices and that wu* will not put 
up w^ith these harrowing things. It is hardly jmssible to talk dis- 
passionately or patiently on this matter and, therefore, not to b'* 
interfered w ith by (he cries of points of Order in this Council. 1 do 
not Itke to prolong my speech. 
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Ral MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRAi Bahadur: I wish to inter- 
vene in this debate— -in this diseussion. For fully one year I have 
thoufflit over this subject which is now before this Council. The non- 
co-operators in jail will not listen to any advice from those who visit 
jails. They will not leave their creed and their own ideas. They will not, 
as a rule, oliey the rules of the jail liecause they have their own idejis. 
Tli(‘y brill forward their own ideals from outside and will not abandon 
them. That is the difficulty. Now, if jail discipline is to be main- 
tained by f^o^r^rin^^ liy ]mnishin|r little boys, by standinj^ handcuffs and 
solitary confinenient, we feel compassion for them. That is the reason 
why 1 ask that the Council and the llon’ble the Member in chariafe to 
consider the su^ff^estion which 1 submit to them with humility. Very 
recently I had been to a neijifhbouring jail where there was a similar 
disturbance and when 1 (*ame out from the jail with my friend, Dr. A. 
Sulirawardy, the day before yesterday, the thou^dit which struck me 
was this, that all these non-co-operation prisoners ou^^ht not to be dis- 
tribiited amoiij^ several jails. They oupht to be jdaced in one jail so 
that the jail authoriti(‘s may not labour under the idea that discipline 
may not be maintained. Now', if the authorities distribute dOO to one 
jail, to another 400 and so on, the jail authorities may consider 
that in order to maintain the disciidine amon^^ other prisoners, it is 
necessary' that they should suffer the same kind of punishment as is 
aw'arded to others. That is a matter for (‘onsideration and w(‘ should 
not liphtly pass it over; but in order to maintain discipline, ciin it not 
be arran^red tlial all these prisoners who were convi(*ted under political 
offences, be removed to one jdace? If that is done, then the jail 
authorities may not b? afraid of the want of disi'ipline in the jail. I 
do not wish to address the ('ouncil any lon^^er but I do say that it 
w'ould be the duty of a civilised Government to take a note of the 
volume of imblic opinion to (‘onsider over the matter and tide over the 
difficulty m which the inditical jirisoners are jdaced. For the sake of 
humanity our (Tovernment oujrht to jirotect these prisoners who are 
sent to jail and to relieve their sufferings. 

[At this stage the Deputy-IVesident returned and re-occupied the 
Chair.] 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY; In rising to sup])oii 
the adjournment of the House to consider the recent flogging in Barisal 
flail, I only wish 1 could communicate to the official memb<*rs, particularly 
those who sit smiling and cheerful as the horrible tale is unfolded, some 
of the bitter indignation we feel at the insults offered to our country- 
men — at tlu' manner in which the honour of an Indian even though he 
may be in jail, has been sacrificed to the fetish of alleged discipline. 
All these have been possible Wause tlie victims are helpless and far away 
from the capital — all these have been possible in the hope that their cry 
may not reach so far as to attract attention. I defy the Go\ernment to 
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have (lone anythin^^ similar to it to the leaders of the movement— e(|nally 
gaol-birds, eijually within the rigorurs of the Jail Code, on the ph^i that 
they were smashing up gaol discipline. 1 defy any oltieial to have 
wreaked his vengeance on those of whom the conntrx liad made an idol 
because they refustMl to work. ]iul no, it is only on tlie weak and heli)- 
less, the lowly and the forj’otten that cruelties can be safely perpetrated, 
and shame on the (lovernment if it tolerates and condones it. Ours is 
the responsibility to vindicate the wiong sutlVred. and if we do md 
shoulder it, ours tlie greater and the direi shame. W(‘ have had 
to remain satisfied with tlo' thwaitmg of all oiir res(duti( ns regarding 
the treatment of the political piisomus, we must not remain satisfied any 
more; let us not remain <‘ontent with the vain words that this Oouncil 
has power to carry out Its wishes, when its wishes art' brushed aside as 
so much waste matter, and we continue to sujipoit the (fo\ eminent with 
funds. It was with extreme regret and with alarm that we learnt that 
the portfolio had b(‘en traiisfeired from the hands of the llon’bh' Sir 
Abd-ur-Ualiim, for as long as he was at the head, we knew that the 
honour of Indians was sate as a matter of ptdicy. Hut wlnani'i is at the 
head, let us tell him that this Founcil, and not a single non-oilicial, \ull 
stand flogging, hand cuffing and the extreme penult i('s of the Jail ('od(‘ 
on honourable men sent to prison for the hive of their countr> Sm h 
methods of cruelty and oppiession must b(‘ abandomni, and nothing can 
justif\ them. Does the llon’ble the Member seiiously suggest that 
becaus(‘ the prisoni'is refus(‘d to woik, the SujMM intendeiit was justified 
in inflicting all thos<‘ horiibh‘ [uinishnient If Im do('s, IIkmi surely the 
mentality of the (fovernment is something that It alone can ajipriM iaie. 
If Government finds it so diflicult to draw tlie line between savagery and 
discipline, then let tlie (io\einment s(*giegafe the ))<ditie;d jirlsoncrs as 
they segregate then political [uisoners in tlodr own coiintiN, let tin* 
(iovernment treat them with the simie muisideiat ion as the\ treat their 
own piditical prisoners, and neithei (iovernment will have to trouble 
themselves wnth bleaches of diseiplim', iioi have we to burn with shame 
at our disgrace and humiliation. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI : It has now’ become vmy late. 
It is a difficult (juestion. The Ilon’ble Mr. Stephenson has said that 
flogging and other cheap methods of discipline would be necessary jor 
keeping up the moral of the jail prisoners. In England they have given 
up flogging. It was I think in ISJf.H, nearly 2d y(‘ars ago. 

The Hon'bic Mr. H. L STEPHENSON; Flogging is still admissible 
in England. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI; In England, flogging is inflh f- 
ed with the iK*rmission of ilu‘ Sec retary of State. The (luveirmeni here 
is modelled after the Government in England, if they have provided 
that safeguard in England, why should not such a safeguard lie jirovided 
for in this country also. There are many people who have doubts about 
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the efi'ert of (‘orj^oral punishment on non-co-operators. There are people 
who love their country and who want to serve their country in their own 
way. ilecause some of us differ in our opinion, should we try to chanj,^e 
their opinion by corporal punishments? Corporal punishments would 
rather make them clin^j to their opinion with greater force. We have 
heard about what happened in liarisal Jail from other people. Mav I 
not Hu^ij’ifest that Itai Xibaran (’handra Das Gupta Rahadur who knows 
al)out the matt(‘i‘ should enli^^diten the House with what he had personally 
seen ? 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: He lias preferred to remain silent. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: With these words I wmiM 
HU|^f,’‘est that flo^’^in^^ and such other coriniral punishments sliould not be 
resorted to v(‘ry li^^ditly. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA Bahadur; It is with ^reat 

diflideiice, that I a'et up to say a few words iii conneidion witli the present 
debate. My diffidence is due t(> the fact that I took some part in the 
(juestion as to tiie tnsitment id' tliese political prisoners. The Hon’ble 
the Member, who ^\as in charge of the Jail Dejiartment, very kindly asked 
me to interview tlie political judsoners, and in July last, 1 had the per- 
mission of the Jail authorities there, to interview the prisoners and after 
the interview 1 (’ominunicated to the Hon’ble the Memlnw in (diar^^e, the 
points whi<'h came to my personal notice, as well as the complaints of 
these prisoners, 1 had the jirivile^'e of listeniiif,^ to the accounts of 
indiscipline in the jail, from the Jail Superintendent. My po.sition was 
this. 1 had no opportunit\ t(> impiire fully into the matter. 1 had 
simply to listen to the complaints of these political prisoners, and 1 
listmied also to the tale of indiscipline <rivon by the Superintendent of 
the Jail himself. After consideriufjf all these jxiints, certain facts 
appeared to me, to be very important in connection witli the maintenance 
of discijyline in the Barisal Jail. 1 may mention to this House, that 
this ho^’-^Mn^’’ took place, louf^ after my visit and m\ interview. When 
1 interviewed these prisoners, some of them were on a hunper strike. 
My object in interviewinp the piisoners was to ascertain the real reason 
for this hunper strike, and if jyossible, to ])ersuade them to return to saner 
views of thinps, and to .start takinp food. Now it appeared to me, that 
there were several political prisoners, who laboured under the impression, 
that they were the leaders of the other political prisoner.^; and many 
prievance, real or imapinary, that was pul before them, was mapnified 
and they thoupht that redress should come from the Jail Superintendent. 
So they communicated thmr complaints to the Superintendent of Jail, 
who .saw nothinp in the.se prievances, and these people by way of protest, 
as thev said, went on hunper strike. Now, Sir, I observed that it was 
very difHi’ult for the Superintendent to deal with these political prisoners; 
because these prisoners came from the hhadralog class, and they were 
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under the iinpressioii, that they were ^'•reat patriots and that they were 
sufferin^^ foi the sake of tlieir countrN. Theiefore, they were not, in 
every (‘ase, prepared to Mihinit to all the rules of the jail. 1 took some 
pains to exj>lain to them that as the\ courted im})ris()iiment lliem.selves 
they vere bouml to submit to the jail lulcs. 'riie\ said that liie\ vere 
(piite ready to submit tu the jnil lules, liut the Supei iniemlenl was en- 
lorein^' them, with ^Mvat ii^oui, and certain tacts weie meiitioiied to me. 
Now it oeeiiired to me, tbat'some (d these niisoiii,l,.,j \mii|o hh^h bioke 
these rules of the jail, not knowiiio' the lull (‘onsetiuenees. A\1ien these 
malteis weie s\ mpathel i(‘a!l\ exjilained to them, they realised that tluur 
position was ratlier }>eeuliai ; as lhe\ went to jail of their own aeeoid. 
When tlie> weie imjiresscd with this idea. I thought that half tiie trouble 
was ovei ; but unfortunatel> , that was mil to be so. I olfeied eeitain su^^- 
p:estions to the Ilon’ble tlu^ Memlu'r in dial ^-e as widl as to the authorities 
at Ibirisal, with le^aid to these political prisoneis. I su|,"^esled, that 
instead oi ])uttin^‘ some (d tloxse men into cells or sub|eetin|.;' tluun to 
w’hat is (albal cidlulai punishment, I sUf^^ested that the\ should be 
transfeiied (ds(‘wln‘re liom the Haiisal dad spcMiallv tliost^ mmi, who 
weie sup])osed to be tlo^ nn^-leaders, or at any rate aecoidin^^ to the 
views (d tli(‘ Su)K-rint(‘nd(‘nt , ^aeat misclii(d‘-makms. li th(‘y wm(‘ 
removed from the Parisal dad, discipline ol the other prisoners, would 
be easilv maintained. 1 was extrmnely soir\, that my sii^'cestion w’as 
not accepted by Go\einment. Now, ultimat(‘l\ after all the mischief 
had been dom‘ and th(‘ whole peopb* cd’ the disliict had bmm oifended 
by the inhuman tieatnimd meted out to .some (d these prisoiims. tin* 
{loverniiK'nt has s(‘en its wa\ to acc(*pt m\ su^^^estion and I find that 
at an\ latin toui or five* of tlo'se piisoneis ]ia\e been tiaiislei mmI from 
the Ibirisal dail. 

Now wdth K'^jard to bH‘a(d;es of discipline, 1 (d)served that Ihev were 
very common, and this must be .said to justih the condmd of the dail 
Su])ei iiitendent . 1 am not ^oin<» to speak an\tliin^' about flo* tlo^^f.'-in^' 

because that liapfieiied lon^‘ aftei this I think, at that tinn* there was 
no idea of tio^-^in;.; At an\ late, llie confinement of these mim in ccdls, 
struck me as vei\ ciuel and inhuman 1 have alway.s been undc*r the 
impression tliat solitai v c oiifiiKunent was the liif.jhest possible jiiirnsh- 
ment. ^\ell, it w’as fiointed out t(» me, that it was not (piite solitary 
confinement ; but if a man is jmt into a cell and is not allowed to speak 
to other fieopb*, save and exce[d the wardeis who co there with food or 
water, them, T think that that is a kind of .solitary (‘ontineimmi. My 
impi-ession of these prisoners was this, that wlien these people were put 
into cells, tlieir mental lialance was disturbed. If a man is ymt in a 
solitary place, for cla_\s and da\s to<rether-~l am not .speakiny,^ of the 
am not speakine* of those people, who are* trained to that 
Rort of life — if a man is put in .solitary cells, for 14 or lb davs, all the 
nine only brcKidinyr over his <rrievanres real and fancied, and that sort of 
things, he is bound to lose his mental balance. It appeared to me that 
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some of llmse youii*^ men actually lost their mental balance by that 
treatment. 1 had a ialk uith the Suj)e]*inten(lent al)out transferring 
them from the Rarisal Jail ; and he agreed with me that that was the best 
course. I do iiot know wliy that couise wa.s not adopted. 

With regard to flogginp it came to my notii'e afterwards. Of course, 
that is all hearsay, that some ol these prisoners, finding that none of 
their grievances was attended to or lemoved started refusing to do any 
work and that the Superintendent of Jail had to take to flogging. One 
evening, 1 was (jiiite surprised by the sliouts comin^> from all directions, 
of .\ounp men, all non-co-o|)eiatois, as they styled themselves, crying 
out Allah ha Akian, luiudh} Mahatai ki Jai almost throughout the 
night. I emiuired about the reason and was told that some of these mt»n 
w'ere flogged inside the jail and that they heard theii ci’ies from outside 
the jail. In ordm' to show tlndi sMiipatliy and to enliven their spirits, 
th(‘y ke[»t on shouting, thioughoul lh(‘ whole niglit. Tliat was what 
struck me veiy much, and I can tell the House that this flogging was 
taken very much to heart by the peojde of the town. fiierid, Maiilvi 
A. K. 1^’a/l-ul flail, has told \ou that even from the political fioint of 
viewy it was not divsiiable that these prisoiieis should be treated thus; 
and though we, .Moderates, eiiteitained the idea that the time is not 
far off when the\ will (imie to their senses imd will i(‘tuin to saner w'ays 
of jiolitical thinking and agitation, 1 think that the task ol these Mod(‘- 
rates, who want to win them ovei to the side oi sanity, has liecome very 
dillicult indeed on aciount of this treatmmit, becaiisiy apart irom the 
inhumanity (d the thing, flogging in the piesenee ot oidinai) convicts, 
is considered Vi‘r\ undignified, [)articulail\ lor this ( his^ oi peojile. The 
llon’ble Ml. Stephenson has reteiied to tlu' set t ions ol the law under 
wliK'li the) A\ere punished. JJiese s(‘ctions mean nothing. He men- 
tioned w'ith regard to one prisonei, who was seiiteiu'ed, under section 
dTb, we know what section 879 is— it is thelt. As in the old swadeshi 
days, when a i|uantit) of salt was thiowii aw a) or when a jiiece of Man- 
chestei cloth was snatched away trom a man, that was the kind of theft 
that was iiKNint. Ii\ mentioning the section, 1 do not think the HonTile 
Mr. St(‘j)henson thought that th(‘se pmsoiis wck' oidinai) tlnVves and 
house-breakeis ! Again, seclum 117 has been mentioned. That section 
relers to “ menilu‘rsot unlaw till assenihlu‘s ” Of (auiise, all these volun- 
teers, when they meet tlnw an* declared to constitute* an unlawT'iil 
assmnbl) . However, that is a |)oint which is not very pertinent to the 
present dis< ussion. There is no (piestion that tliese young men, mis- 
guided tlimigh the) mav be, are oidinaiy thieves and it is also an 
admitted fact, that these voung men went to jail ol theii own accord, 
under tin* inij>ression that tlu'n'b) thev would gel siraraj soon, and that 
was the idea which was disseminated bv the non-co-ojierators, all through 
the land. To my mind, it seems, that these piisoneis deserve a different 
treatment from the ordinary convicts, and 1 think that was the policy 
of (lovernmeiit, from the beginning. 1 do not know if this policy has 
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been changed. I am under the impression that a little sympathetic 
treatment of these young men, will bring them round to what the 
Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson has described as the most important thing in 
jail namely, dis(‘ipline. A little sym}>athy, a little kind treatment of 
the prisoners, and of those ring-leaders and putting them a\\a\ from 
these young men — some of them were very \oung lujys— would liave 
put the matter right and if m\ humble suggestion, made a month before 
this flogging, were accepted and acted upon, I think all these* painful 
tales would not have been told to us. 

Dr, A. 8UHRAWARDY: When was that:^ 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur; That was 

before I came to attend the Gouncil during the thily sivssion. 1 com- 
municated my views alter interviewing these [>risoners to tlie llon’ble 
the Member in charge: of course 1 had not to submit any ie|)ort ; I sinijily 
took down notes by wa\ (d‘ n'fresliing m\ memory, (d what 1 learnt from 
tlitun, and handed them ovei to the llon’lile the Member. This is all I have 
to say, and 1 think it is up to Government to see tliat these young boys 
are moie humanely tieated and more kindly dealt w'lth and the political 
atmosphere of the count r\ cleared up. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 am extremely sorry 
that the matter did not attract oui notice, and 1 am thankiul to Indu liabu 
forgiving us an op})ortunit\ (d discussing this matter to-day. I believe, 
alter hearing the llon’ble Mr. Ste[)benson and Rai Mbaran (Tandra 
Das Gupta Paliadiir, that the combunnation of lh(‘ Government’s action 
is coni[)lete. Tlieie was no justification foi the action taken by the jail 
authorities. 1 do not know to whom the Jailor came, and from whom he 
took the order — whether Irom the Governm(‘nt or from a responsible 
Executive Gouncillor, but this much I say that this would not be an ord(‘r 
either of my friend, the llon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, or his successoi, 
the llon’ble Mi. Stejihensoii. I do not Indieve that any of them would 
pass such an order: “Do whatever you like lor the sake of disciplinary 
measures.” JViliaps the gentleman in charge of the Harisal Jail is an 
Jiiiglishman and the teachings of Shakesjieaie would not be <d any use 
to him. My friend, Rai Mbaran (Jiandra Das Gujita Raliadur, gave 
the best fiossible advice, Init it was unheeded. Wh\, Sir? There is the 
resolution of the Rarisal Bar, and my friend also informs us that all the 
people of Barisal are dissatisfied with the treatment accorded to these 
so-called convicts. The treatment aci'orded to them, I must say, is in- 
human and barliaious. Whatever may be the provi.sions of the Jail ('ode, 
it ought to have been re.sorted to as a last resource; instead of that being 
done, it w^as callously done. If there w'as any trouble anywhere in 
Bengal with these non-co-operators, how' in it, Sir, that we did not hear 
of those troubles 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Ifay I state that the trouble 

was alJ (ivor Jie/j^-al ? 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Just now 1 heard, I 
believe, tlial bu several days the Inspect ur-lieiieral of Ibisoiis reported 
that ih(M‘e was rjo tionbh* with tlicM* non-co-oiH^ration jnisoiKU’s ; of course, 
(here was flo|^‘^in^ at Faridput and we thoii^dit that after discussion of 
that matter, it was c(mc(*(b‘d h\ (jov(‘i nmciit that without sjiecial ord(‘rs 
flo(''^Mn^‘ would not he resoited to, and I thought that w'e had heard the 
last ol llo^^in^. II then* was real!) any tiouhh‘ with these non-co- 
opeijitors, thev ou^lit to have been icmoved or the rin^^-leaders niifjht 
have been sej^arated, hut that was not done. Instead oi that the jailor 
had th(' ordei from (io\ernnient that any punishment could he inflicted 
on t lie’ll as a dis( iplinar\ measure. 1 hear to-day that our i)oys aie not 
willing' to come undei discifdine, and that they are uniul\. Our ex- 
pel lencc Is not so; the\ ar(‘ inij)nlsi\(‘, no doubt, hut at the same time if 
they ai(‘ kindly treatfsl, if tlH‘\ are piopiuly handled undei certain 
circumstaiu'es, tlH‘\ a< t like ^’ods. Uecen(l) th(‘ students in ttajshahi 
acted marvellously in connection with th(‘ flood disastiu'. These students 
under the guidance (d‘ some (d’ then teatheis ami piofessors behaved 
admirably Ilis IT\c(‘llenc\ tin* Ooveinor was tlieie the othei day and 
p(‘rsoiial!\ heard id' tiu' behaxiour (d' the students in reiidei in^»' valuable 
servic(‘ durin^^ the distress. Whatever be the facts, I think d is hi^h 
time 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT ; It is 2(1 minutt's to 7, and the two hours 
allott(‘d for the discussion of this subject have elapsial 

The niatt(‘r is, thend’ore, talked out. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Have I not the ripht id reply? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Oertainly not 


Adjournment. 

The (\»uncil was then adjourneil till J e.M., on Tuesday, the 2[)th 
Au{.rus(, 11122, at the Ti»wn Hall, ( alcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Tin: Ooiiiicil ni(‘t m tho Oouiicil (’hanihor ni Ihv* Town Hall, Oalcutta, 
oil Tiies(la\, tlio 29th Auj^ust. 1922. at p.m. 

• Present; 

Tho ])(‘i)ut\-]hvsi(l('iit 111 ihoCliaii, llio Hoirh).' tlu' lour MimiiIxm's of 
tho Executive (\)micil, the Jlon’hle the three Minister^, and Si noniiiiated 
and elected nieiiibeis. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given), 

Excavation of a tank within Bajitpore Municipality. 

•LIV, Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Will the llon’l.lc the Mimstei in 
charge (d the Depai tiiuoit ol Tiihlic Woik.s lx* j)h‘ased to stale the total 
aiiiouiit spent in the (‘Xca\ation oi the lai^^e lank within the jiii isdnl ion 
ol the Hajitpor(‘ Munu ij)alit\ . in M \ nieiisinph, the const met ion (d which 
had been sanctioned in connection with the ])istiicl Halt it ion Scheme 
(h) Has the lloirble the Ministiu leceived coinjdaints lof^aidinp (he 
luaiiner in which tin' inon(‘\ has b(‘en spent on this lank and also as to its 
inade(|uac\ to iikhU the piiij>oseol the exiaxation? 

((*) Is it not a fact that the tank is v(‘r\ .shallow ? 
id) Are the (}overiinient coiisideiin^ tlu' d(‘siral)iln v ol iiist n nt in^ an 
impniy into the mattei at an (‘ail\ dat(‘ to asieitain whellH*i the nione\ 
has been piojieily sjient and whethei the tank is cahulatod to stoic up 
Buificient watei to meet any droughty 

MINISTER in charge Of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

{(I) The ainount h|M‘nt in tin* (‘X< a\at ion ol the tank u Its Hi, J77 

(h) No complaints have been iis-on ed ( i it icisin^r (|n. mannai in which 
the above sum has been spent. 9 he inade(]uac\ (d tin* liinds j)iovid(‘d 
for the excavation has been cnticised, but the j)Uipose o| the excavation 
lias been lost si^^ht ol. The on^nnal intention oi the excavation was to 
provide earth to raise the site oi the buildings lecpnied loi the ju oposed 
new station; whih* it was r(‘co| 4 nisod that the tank so e\ca\ated would 
provide a useful water-supply. When the selieme id a Ti(‘w station was 
abandoned the excavation oi the tank was jiroceeded with in order that 
it mijifht liold a siifhcient depth of water to prev(‘iit it becoming a breed- 
in^-pla(o for mosijuitoes. It was still reco^niiNed that the tank would 
provide a useful water-supply for the nei^Hihouihood. 
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(c) The bed of the excavated area is 14 feet below the level of the 
flfurroundifi^,^ land. 

(d) (loverninent do not propose to hold an inquiry. Proposals for 
utilizinji: the tank for the purposes of a water-supply are, however, under 
consideration. 


Transfer of cases from the file of the Subdivisional 
Officer, Balurghat. 

*LV. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the lion ble 
tlie Member in (■har‘>‘e of the diidicial ])e])artni(‘ni be pleased to lay on 
the (able a statement sh(»wing' — 

(0 the number of cases translerred fiom (Ik* file of the Subdivisional 
Oflicer of Palur^^hat duriiijii!; the years 1919-1920, 192()-P'. 
and lOUt? ; and 

(//) the rea.son assi<,^ned for tlie transfer in each such case? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (0 and (//) A statement IS laid on the table. 


Siaicuwni referred to in the repUf to starred iive.sfion Ac, LI , slioiiing 
the number of eases transferred from the fJe o/ the Subdivisional 
Offieer of Balurghat and the rea.sons assigned for the transfer tn 
eaeh ease. 

In 1919-‘J0, tliree cases were transfeireil, as som(“ of the partit'S 
prayed foi transit' on the ^nound that tliev would not p‘t fair 
and impartial trial. 

In 1})‘J()-21, si\ cases w(‘n‘ transferred — two cases for the conve- 
niiMice of the parties and foiu cast‘s on the piayei of some (»f 
tlie parties that tlnw wauild not j,»‘ct fair and im])aitial trial. 
In 19‘Jl-‘J2, five cases waue transbured — one case lor the conve- 
nience of the parties and loiii cases on the piayei of Mime of 
the parties that they wmuld not fair and impartial trial. 
In 19‘.?2 (up to Ibth Au^nist), two cases were transferred, as the 
Subdivisional tMficer was cited us a witness. 


Water-hyacinth. 

*LYI. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble the Minister in charjre of tJie Department of Lo(‘al Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state wliether it is a fact that some by-laws have 
been introduced by some of the district boards with the sanction of the 
Government for the destruction of water-hyacinth? 
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(h) II so, will ilio Tloirblo the Mliiisler ho ploiisod to lay oa tlio 
table a cojo of oadi of ''iirii In -laws? 

(c) Is the lloii’hlo ih(‘ Miuist(*r aware tliat these hy-laws have 
beeonie a soiiioi' of op])]essioiJ Tnul harassiiuMil ? 

(d) Have llie (ioveiiuneiil leeioved any ri‘pres(Mitat ions iioni the 
jiuhlie on the siil)je<‘t? 

ic) If so, what action, rl an\ , has been taktMj on such i('j>ies(Mita- 
tions? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea); (//) The 

Disti'ict ]loai'(K of l^ii'idpui. Dacca ainl .lt‘ss()ie oiil\ ha\(‘ .idoptcd liy- 
laws loi tin* destinction oi \\al(M‘-li\a( inth with tlu^ a)>pio\al ol (nniMii- 
nient. 

(h) Copies oi tlies(' l)\-la\^ s ar(' laul on tin* lahiaiy table* 
(ToverniiKUit have* no inleerniatie)!) in the* niatte*i 

{(J) No. 

(ed The* (|ii(*stion doe‘s not arise* 


Rule as to the sitting of Courts. 

avil. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: 

id) Will the llon’ble the* Me‘nib(*i in e har^e* oi the* .lildicial I)e*pai tinent 
he jih'aseel to state* \\lie‘tliei the‘ie* is any lule* as to uhe*ii aiol ioi how huif^*' 
(\)iiits aie te> sit ? 

ih) If so, has any inejiiiry bee*n inaeh* as to how iai that rule* is 
follow’ed ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: ( d) and { l>) d he* mat te*i is de*alt 
with in I'ule* l.ehapte*! I ed the* lli^di (ouit’s (fe*ne*ial Rule's anel ( hi culai 
Orele'i’s. Distnet dud^O’s at lh(*ii pe’iioelieal ins|M'< t ions oi the* ('i\il 
(’oiii'ts asce'itain lioin an (*xainnial ion oi the* Couit l)iai_\ whe*the*i the* 
rule is duly observed. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur; What about 

the courts oi the* District J uel^^e's 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I eh. i](it ilmik tills (pic.slioii 
refers fo ilieni. 1 think it winihl lie hotter tn eue Iresli nntKc. 


Amounts drawn aimuaily by the Offioial Assignee, High Court, 

Calcutta. 


•LVni. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT; Will th. n„n’hle the 
Memlier in clniige of the Judn nil Dejiaitinent 1 k‘ jileii'ieil to lay on the 
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table a Hiaieinent sbowiri^,^ the ainoimlH drawn anmially by the Otticial 
Afssi^^nee, Hit'll ( ou/t, (’alciitta, as ins reinuneiatiun tidin the 1st June, 
]917, to the 30th June, 1922?' 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Sidle null f lefrr/cd In ni I hr rriilij lo sUinnl (jiirsfion A'e LYlIl^ 
.slidinnif itfir dinnunls dniirn (innudllji In/ I hr HjjicirJ As^ujnre^ 
llif/h Codil, Ydii ulld, jrdtn Isl Jdnudiij, JH17, In djOlh June, 7922. 

Ils. 


J917 

{1st June to 31st Decenibei) 

. ] :),(;(;() 

191S 


, . :J.S,T!)4 

1919 



lt)2tt 


fil.ilTO 

1921 


ri0,20(i 

1922 

(to 3tlth rtuiK*) 



Visit of the Inspector-General of prisons to Barisal. 

•LIX, Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (n) Will (he Ilon’ble 

the M(Miil)er m ihai;.;(‘ ol tin* Depaitmeiit ol Keveiiiie (JaiU) be jJeased 
to state, whethei it is a tact, that the 1 iisjM‘ctoi -( iciiei al nj Ihisoiis was 
a ^aiest of Majiu Miiiiro, the SiijKO iiileiidmil ol Baiisal Jail, on the 
occasuui ol Ills K'ceiit \isit to Itarisal' 

(h) Will the llon’lih* Mi'inher }m‘ [JimsimI to state' whether there 
IS a ( iiciiil h<)ns(‘, a dak hini^alou oj an iiispi'cl ion bun^alou at 
liansal 

{(') Ai'e tin' (io\ei nnient (oiisKh'nn^’’ tin' di'siralnlity of issuing 
ordei's that lns|K*ctin^^ ()t]i(('r.s slnmld not put u]i with, or lie ^niests ot, 
lh(* otiicei’s, whose woik th(‘\ ma_\ hav(‘ to ln'^p('ct ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L, Stephenson); (^/) J’Ik' InsjK'ctoi-lieneral of 
Urisonsdid not slop with Major Miinro. hut lu' had breakfast with him. 

(M TIk'u* is a circuit hou.se and a dak bunpilow al Jlari.sal. 

(r) No. 


Scarcity of wagons on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

•LX. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minist(M 111 chaifTi'id the Ih'partment ot Public Woiks be pleased to slate 
whether it is a laid that there is a g’leat scarcity of wagons on the 
Eastern Bengal Bailwa\, (‘speeialh at i.shurdi station on the said Rail- 
way line? 
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(/7) Is the Iloirble the Alinister aware that there has l^eeii a j)freat 
(leal of coiip-estinii oi ^^.ods at aliiuM all the stations on the said Rail- 
way line y 

(c) Aie the (lOvernnuMit (‘onsultMiiif^ the desirahility of drawing the 
attention of the authorities (»f the Eastern llengal Kail\va\ lo tlie inattt*r 
and of re([iiestin^ them to tak(‘ sueli steps as may lie neei'ssarv to remove 
the prievaiu'e eomplaiiied of? 

The Hon’bie the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: {a) and (M Tlie Departim'nt hav(‘ no inlormation on the 
subject. 

{(') The attention ot tlit* Eastern Jlenpil Railway autlioi iti(‘s will b(‘ 
drawn to tlie alh'f^ed ^naevance. 

Hunger strike of some political prisoners in the 
Midnapore Central Jail. 

*LXI. Babu SARAT CHANDRA JANAH: W dl the Hon ble 

the Alembei in cbai^c of th(‘ J)(‘partm(*nt of Re\emi(‘ (.Tails) 
be ])leased to state' whether it is a tact that sonu' jxditical piisoiiers wi'k* 
on hunwi'i' strike in tiu* AIidiiajMire (\‘ntial .lail in tin' month (d .Iuik' last ? 

(M It so, what was th(‘ cause* of the* strike and what steps, if any, 
liave* bee'll taken to jiie've'iit the recurrence ol such iiicnh'iit s in luture'? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: in) Yes 

(/;) Tli('\ retiised to be* iiioculate'd a^minst cholei’a and so we'i'e 
se'f^ne'^’ated until the inciiliation peiiod was o\er TIk'V also olijeetcd 
to b(*in^^ classed as special class [U’lsoners The* latte'i part of tin* 
(juestion Is not understood. 


Non-co-operation prisoners in jails in Bengal- 
axil. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (n) Will tin Hon ble 

the il(*ml)ei in chai^'’e* ot the Dejiaitme'iit oi Keve*nue (-la)N) l»e pleased 
to lay on the table* a stateirn'iit showin^r— 

(/) the uumbe'r of ne>n'e-e)-o|H'ration ]>risoneis in all the* jails oi 
Henj^al on the* dlst duly, Hi2-; 

(ii) tlie numbe'i' oi such prisoners, who have been proxe-d ^'Uiliv of 
bleaches of jail diseajdine* with the sjK'ciiic chai^^eN a^^'^lnst 
('ach ; and 

(in) the additional punishments meteul out to them foi such bie*aeh(‘s 
of discipline? 

(h) Was there any inde'pemdent inejuiry by hifjber authorities ie> find 
out the truth or otherwise about the alE^^ations made- b> the* local officers 
of the jail against the non-co-oix^ration prisoners before enhancing the 
sentence ? 
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(r) If so, will the Iloii’hle the Meiiil)er he pleased to lay on the table 
a stateiiierii details ot all such eases in tlie Faridpur, Dacca, 

Barisal and Ihesidency Jails, since December, 1921? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) (?) Six hundred and 
ninety-two convi(‘ted jirisoners. 

(/?) and (???) The time and tioulde whicli the collection of this informa- 
tion would entail is not comimuisuiatc with its value; nor is it in the 
j)ubli(! inter(‘st that such details should be jiublished. 

(h) The local jail authorities cannot enliance sentences. 

(?•) The (juestion does not aiise. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: With n feience to item No. i??) 

it is stat<‘(l that tlie jail authoriti(\s cannot eiiliaiK'i' ili(‘ sentences What 
] want to know is whethci t}i(‘ fio'^-^nng- which has Ih'I'ii inflict(‘d by tin* 
District Maf,nstrat(* alone can lie called an (‘iihaiicciiKMit oi sentence? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 am afraid ] do not under- 
stand tlie (piestion. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): 1 think you 
cannot put that (iuestuMi. It is asklIl^^ I think, tor an expression of 
opinion. 


Activities of the Calcutta Research Tannery. 

•LXIII, Professor 8 . C. MUKHERJI: ( ?) A\ ill the Ilon’hle the 
Minister in ( har^'-e (d the Department of A<^ri( ullnie and Industiies be 
jileased to lay on the table a detailed statement show in^ — 

(/) th(‘ names and (lualificatioiis id' olficers (‘iif^m^tsl in ieM*aich 
work at the ( alcutta Ki^sean h 'rannm \ ; 

(n) their scales oi pay ; and 

(???) the nature ol tlie resea ich woik I'oiiipleted and in prof.rress? 

(/?) Will the lIonTde the Miiiistei be pleased to state— 

(?) whether it is a lact that the research work already completed 
and published luis been favourablN leviewed in the leather 
journals (d' Kn^dand, Ameiica and the other continental 
countries of Kurojie; and 

(??) w’hetliei the DeimrtnuMit oi A^nicult me and Industries recognise 
the impoitance (d' the reseandi work so far as it relates to 
the development of the tannin^^ industry of the Provnice? 

(r) Will the lIonTde Uie Minister be jJeased to lay on the table 
a statement showin^^— 

(?) tlie number of apprmitices trained up to date at the Calcutta 
Research Tanner}’; 
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(ii) their / 2 feneral qiialifieatioiis; and 

(ui) how they have Wn provided in the trade on eoinjdetion ol 
their traininpr? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur); {a) (/), {u) and {m) A .statement is laid on the 
Library table. • 

(/>) (/) Yes. 

(ii) Yes. 

(r) (?) Up to date, alto^^etlier five apprentiees have left tlu' tanner\ 
after (‘ompletion of their tI'alnln^^ 

(//) Of these a]>pi‘enti(‘es, tln(‘(‘ were ‘rraduati's in Si uMiee, oiu^ an 
iinderf>:radiiate and om* a non-matrieulate. 

(?//) Of the ^n'adiiate apjaimtiei^s, two hav(‘ hoen a]>pointi‘d as 
Assistant Uheinists h\ Messis. Jaine.s Seint & Sons, Ld , ( ah ntta for tluMr 
Tannin Extract l^'aetories on Us. ‘.iriO a inontli with jhos)hm'Is. T1u‘ 
third ^radiiat(‘ a])pienti('(‘ has luani appointed as Assistant ('limnist and 
Technologist in tin* Stat(‘ laihorator\ of Bllopal (U. I ) on Hs ‘JOO with 
prosjHM’ts. The iinih'r^i’adnati* apjnentice on coinjiletion ol training 
has (Altered tin* Taxidermv DepartniiMit oi the ( alciitta Miisenm to 
spe<Malize in taxideiiny. Tin* fifth, a non-niatnciilate, altei oik* seal's 
trainin^^ in jiractnal tannin^r was ])rovid('d with a joh as Assistant 
Tanner in tlie Tanneiy of Messrs A. E. Ah‘.\ander A* Co., lal., Calcutta, 
on Us. hi) a iiiontli. 


Statement made by Copal Chandra Sen of the Barisal Jail. 
*LXIV. Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY; ia) Will the 

lloii’lde the Member in chai^i* ol the Defiai tnient ol He\enne (dails) hv 
pleased to state whether the attention oi the (jo\erninent has hren diawn 
to the statement submitted by a pri.sone] nani(‘d Oopal ('handia Sen ol 
the Uarisal Jail in a proceedin^^ unde? .section f)'2 ol the Ihisons Act 'i 
ih) Is the Ilon'hle the Member aware that in the said sfafement llH‘re 
are some serious allepitions a^minst the Jail Su|)erintci7rlent P 
(r) Have those alle^iitions been inijuiied into? 

{(!} If so, when, by whom was the imiuiry made and uilh uhal 
results? 

(e) Is it a fact that the political prisoners there are not alwa\s told 
of the jail offences for which they aie punished or the diiiation of the 
punishments to he inflicted on them? 

(/) Is it a fact that the puiii.shnients under the Jail Code have actuallv 
been inflicted on some of the political pri.soners for a term ion^^er than 
those shown in their history tickets? 

(g) Is ii a fact that no opportunity was ^nven to the political pri.soneis 
in the Barisal Jail to have a look into their history tickets? 
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The Hen’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: (r/) (roveTiiinent have not 
seen .siirh a statement. 

(M, (r) and (d) These (juestions do not arise. 

(e) No. lh)Iiti(‘al prisoners are always told ol the jail ohences they 
commit and are informed of (he duration of punishments to l^e inflicted 
on them. 

if) No. 

(//} 1‘risoners’ liistoiy tickets are toi the use of the jail authoiities and 
in view of the fact that when jxditical j»risoners were first admitted one or 
tw'o of them deliherately delaced and tore uji then tickets, they have not, 
as a^^emual rule, l)ecn allowed to handle them. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; Will the IIonTde 

MemlMM' he pleased to slate wdiether any action would be taktui if a copy 
is phurd in his hands? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N; Yes, 1 will (onsider it. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; II„w did they hapixn to 
tear theii' tick(‘ts hein^ not allow(‘d to liaiidle them 

The Han’bie Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N; Tin aiiswi'r sa,> ^ distiiu'tly 

that since tlnw did it, tlie\ ha\(‘ not Ixqmi allowed to letaiii tin* tickids. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; An tin oidmaiy coiivjds 
allowed to retain tlnur tickids*'" 

The Hen’ble Mr, H, L. 8TEPHENS0N; In (In' ordmaiy comse, 
th(‘ tickets ar(‘ k(‘pt wnth a coiiMct oNcrseei Whmi a \isitoi conn's to 
the jail, tin' ticki'ts ari' handed out to tin' coiivnls so that the Msitois 
can s(‘(‘ tin' tickets helon^’in^^ to eai h convict Altei this is done they 
are collected hy the w’ardcr a^min. 


Preservation of the residence of Jagat 8eth of Mahimpur. 

«LXV. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA; (n) Will the 
lloiYhle the .Ministei inchai{^e(d the ])(*pai linent ol Kducation he jileased 
to state whether the forniei lesidence of Ja^at Seth ol Mahimpur in the 
district of Murshidahad has been deidared a piotected monument under 
the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1901? 

(h) Is it a fact that the present lesidence ol the Jacat Seth family 
has a marble slab presented by the (lovernment ? 

(r) Is it not a tact that the same slab was intended by the (jovernment 
to be fixed at the ori^nnal residence of Ja^at Setli? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the (dd residence of Jag-at 
Seth is bein^" dujj and cultivated and some j>-(dd coins weie found there? 

(c) Are the (Tovernment contemplatinji: declariiif^ more places of 
historic importance as protected monuments under the Ancient 
Monuments Preservation Act, PJ04? 
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MINISTER in charge of DERARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (d) No. 

(b) No. 

(r) The quest ion doe' not arise. 

Oh Yes. (n)vermiieiii are laakiii^^ in(|iiiries as to \\liethei' the 
excavation should continue or the residence should 1)(‘ lirou^dil undei’ the 
provisions of the AnciiMit Monuments Pri'^crx at loii Act id 

(r) The followin^^ is a list ot the inonunients, tilt* ju'otection id whicli 
undei' the Aid, is now liein^' consideied h\ (ioviu iinumt oi the An ha'o- 
lo^ncal Dejiartnient. 

New’ projxisals have liecn oi ari* hem*’' made about tlu' jirotecdion of 
the follow’iiif’' monuments undei the Amieid Moiiiimmits Tieservation 
Act : — 


Serial 

No 

ni><tri(‘t 

I.iM'aliij, 

Nuuk of inouutiu'iitb 

StH’tlOll of 
\ot under 
whl< h 
notion ii 

pi OpOHoJ. 

1 

nirliliuin 

... , IJliaiulnv.u 

d’wo innuinlH to till' north 
(d itu \ ida^o. 


) 

Ditto 

. . Bliainjii lain 

l-haiidisNai Si\ a tumple ... 

3 


Ditto 

... Paikorc 

S( nipt in rs anil pillai h at the 
Nai a\ ana 1 InU \ Ui a 

IH 

4 

Bakar^Qiiij 

... ^ (iolnndapiii 

Moth 

3 

5 

Dacca 

... h'ainpal ... 1 

Ih'iha Adaiii H Mi'sipie 

i 

3 

() 1 

Diiiajpur 

1 , 1 

... (iain^aiaiiipui ... ' 

Ata Siiair^ Dnipali 


7 

Ditto 

... Japadal ... ; 

i 

1 

MoiiikIk 

2()(/) 

8 

Ditto 

... Muhisantosli 

K.iiiis ot a inoH'piu 

3 

i 

9 , 

Kliulna 

... Kodla 

1 

Moth 

3 

10 

Ditto 

... Silipiir 

fSivu Iina^o' 

IH 

1 

11 

Ditto 

... ' Bharat Biia}na 

Stupa ... ... ' 

3 

12 

Mulnapur 

... ' Shastani 

SahiiHralm^^a temple 

3 


i 


Weight of Mr. Sasmal. 

♦LXVI. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’hle the Member 
in charfi^e of the Department oi Revenue (.lailst bi* [ileased to state the 
weight of Mr. Sasmal— 

(i) on the date ot his admission to jail, 

(ii) on the 15th March, 
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(iii) on the 12ih April, 1922, 

(tr) on the 20th April, 1922, 

(r) on the 9(h Mu\, 1922, 

(n) on the 24th May, J922, and 
(r;/) on the 8th June, 1922? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: Mr. Sasnial’s weight was as 
follows on the dilTerent dates mentioned; — 

(/) 210 ll)s., (//) 207 ll)s., {ill} 203 Ihs., {ir) 200 Ihs,, (r) 200 lbs., 
[vi) 201 lbs., and {rn} 198 lbs. 

Disciplinary punishments on non-co-operation prisoners. 

*LXVII. Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: in) Will the Hon ble the 

Meml)ei’ in ehaige of the Department ol Kevenue (JaiK) be jileased to 
state whellKO' it is a fact that the punishment ol \n hipping, handeulls 
and fetters, have been recently inflicted on a nunibei ol j)iisoners convict- 
ed ol ollences in connection with the non-co-ojieration oi similar politi(‘al 
inovemmits? 

(h) If so, will tin* Ilon’lile tin* Menib(‘r be pleased to slate— 

(/) whethei the |n’(‘vious sanction id' (loveiiiimnit was obtained in 
each case; and 

(u) \vh(‘ih(‘i Ihesc [mnishnimits were inflicteil with the sanction of 
the iloii’ble the Mmnber in chaige? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSDN: (o) The pnnishnients have 
been inllictml on prisoneis convicted ol ollences in connection with the 
non-co-ojieration movement. 

(//) (/) Tli(‘ pie\ lolls sanction (d (lOMonment was obtaimnl in cases 
wlier(‘ the punishnimit of wliip[)ing was inflict(‘d. 

{//) The\ weie inflicted with tlie sanction of tin' (lovernor in Council 
in the case of whipping and under the Jail Code in the oilier cases. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY; May T inquire who was the 

Member in charge of the Jail Diqiartment at that time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L 8TEPHEN8DN: At what time? 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: At the time of whijiping 
of prisoners in the Darisal Jail. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN8DN; 1 was. 

Inspection note of a non-offloial visitor of Barisaf Jail. 

*LXVIII. Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY; {n) Will the 
llon’ble tlu‘ Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) 
be pleased to state w'hether it is a fact that Rai Nibaran Chandra 



1922.] 


QUESTIONS. 


!07 


Das Gupta Bahadur, subniiited a note to the Member in eharjfe 

oil the f‘lrd July after his visit to the Barisal jail on the 1st July, 1922? 

(h) If the answer to (/j) is in the affirmative, will the Hoirhle the 
Member Ix' pleased ti> la\ on the table a eop> of tlie said note? 

(r) Has any action becni tak(‘n b\ the (iovmnnient to iimiuhIv matters 
on the points mentioned in the Kai Bahadur’s note? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: lu) Yes 

{h) and (r) Governinent do not projuise to la> a copv of the note 
on I lie table as notes l»y non-otlicial \isitois are not intcMided for publi- 
cation unless (io\ernnient foi ,sp(*cial leasnn.s (‘on‘^!de^ it (h‘siiabb‘. The 
niatteis referred to in tlu' note were lull\ iinesti^^ited b\ (io\ernni(Mit. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Was an\ adion taken on 

these noi(‘s? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; Necessai’y ai'tion was 
taken. 


Unstarred Questions. 

(answers to which were laid on the table.) 

Realization of abwabs ” by private landlords in the 
Sunderbans area. 

163. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (n) With referenit) 
to tlu‘ r(‘|)lv ^n\en on tlu* (it li J iil\ , I!t22, to ni\ unstai iimI (jm‘st ion No. lOt), 
will tln‘ lloirhle the Mcnibei in (liai^i' of the Depailniiuit of l{e\enu(^ 
ligand I(e\eniie) he |ileaM*d to st.iti* what aie the r(‘:isons and (‘Vidence 
for statin^'’ that ahnahs are h‘vn*d as a inle 1>\ the pi i^at(‘ landlords in the 
Sun(h*il)ans aiea fioin then lanats**' 

(M Will the lloii’hle the MimiiImm he [ileascd to stah* how nianv of 
the 1)1^^ settleiiKUit holdeis (d the Suinhu haiis aiea in the Bakarj^^anj 
district where setth*nient ojieiat ions ha\(‘ Immui coniphded, ha\e lM*en 
found to he levvinj^ //Zo/v/hv iioni then tenants''" 

tr*) Will the Hoii’hle the Meniliei he ph‘ased to state th(‘ leasons for 
holdinf^^ that non-intervention of niiddleinen hetteis the ii^dits of the 
raiyatwari settlenuMit-holders. 

{d) Is the Hon’hh* tfie Meinhm- awaie that as a rule n(» .sahnni is 
charged by private landlords oi given by the tenants of the raiyat class 
when land is first grantiMl in tin* Sundeihaiis area hut that (»ii the con- 
trary iaccdvx loans have to he given to help the raiyats in bringing the 
lands to cultivation ? 

(e) Is it not tin* general custom that the outer (‘inhankincmts of 
lands comprised in wdtlements with laige capitalists are also main- 
tained by them and not by the raufatu under them ? 
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if) In Hip Iloii’hle tlie Member aware lljat jaivate landlords in tlie 
Suiidei'l)arjs ar(‘a eaiinot allord to niii the risk of leaving the maintenance 
of outer embankments to raiyats and tenants of small holdings. 

(//) Is it not a fact that where they acrej)t tin* service of raiyats in 
this resfM‘ct they allow them eoiMv.ssiyn rates in i’esj)ect of I'ent? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE I (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraia Bahadur of Burdwan): 

{a) The attention of the memlxT is invited to pages 79 and 80 of the 
lb‘jK)rt on the S(‘ttlement of the District (d Bakargaii j. No other sj)eeifie 
in(|iiiry has been mad(‘ to eolleet evidence Jegarding realisat ion of 
by private landlords but many Jiistanees ha\e come to notice that this is 
done. 

(/>) Almost all th(‘ s(‘ttlement-holdei‘s h*vy alnrahs. 

(r) A laiyat holding direct under (Jovm'iiTm'Mt has to jiay the rate 
ol K'lit fixed by (iovmaiment but tin' middleman oidinarilv cliarges a 
highei rate. 

id) No Thr‘ information of (lOMonmeiit is that lh(‘ li'^sias in the 
Sunderbans as a rule charge saJavii from tli(‘ tmiaiiis e\en on first 
setthmieiit and make no advance'- t(Hh(‘ rai\ats to liiiiig the land under 
cult ivatioii 

(r) and (/) Vixs, but instances ha\e come t( iiotna' in whicli the 
lessees hav(‘ neglected tin* outer ('mliankments. 

ill) No such instaneixs ha\(‘ come to notic(‘. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: U it not a fact that most of the 
pro{)rl(‘iors mak(‘ advanci^ to tin* raiyats to bring tin* land umhu' cultiva- 
tion ? 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (lovcmimMit have no intoi’ination as regaids jirivate 
arrangements betwiMUi sub-tenants and raiyats. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; It is most ri'grettable that, as a 
matter of fact 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Order! order! you cannot make a 
ppeech. 


Revised increased rates of salary of different departments. 

164. Babu BHISHMADEV DAS; in) Will the Hoirble the 
Memln'r in charge of the Department of Finance hv phased to name the 
servii'txs and depaitments to which revrsed increased rates of salary have 
been sam’tioned since 1919, together with the average i>ercentage of 
increase and the date from which these rates have been given effect to 
in each caseP 
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(6) Will the Hon^ble the Member be pleased also to make a similar 
statement as regards the services and departments to whi(‘li revised 
scales of salary are projwsed to be sanctioned, together with tlie pro- 
bable percentage of increase and the dates from which the n'vision will 
take effect P 

(c) Is it a fact that most of the members of the Imj)eriul ami Pro- 
vincial Services have got a large lump sum as back jiay P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the principle 
on which these dates have been chosen P 

(e) Are the Government aware that there is a I'onsiderable amount 
of hardship and disc'ontent among the subordinate and ministt‘iial ser- 
vices owing to the delay in granting increments to them? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr): (n) and (h) A statement is laid on the Library table. 
Owing to the elaborate calculations it would involve, the average j)er- 
centage of increase has not been worked out. 

(c) The member is referred to clause (c) and the statement appended 
to it of uiistarred question No. by Palm Indu Phiishan Dutta in the 
Council meeting of the ‘Jnd Sejdember, 1921. 

(d) Revisions of salary of the Imperial Services require the sanction 
of the Secretary of State. The majority of the revisions of salary of 
the Provincial Services were sanctioned prior to the local Government 
being vested with increased ]H>wers under the ILdorms and in thes(» 
cases too, either the Secretary of State's or the Goveniment of India's 
sanction was necessary. The considerations with regard to wliich 
these autlK/rities fixed the date of effecd. of the revision an* not knwn 
to the local Government. In eases where a revision has UM*n sanc- 
tioned by the local Government, the date of effec t has been fix<*d with 
regard to the availability of funds and the date* of maturity of the 
scheme for revision. 

(e) That nearly all subordinate .services have bad tlieir ]Kiy revi.sc'd 
will be apparent from the statement laid on the Library tal>lc in re|)ly 
to («) and (h) above. Sabines of all ministerial officc'rs liavo lM*en 
revised with effect from 1st Taniiarv, 1922. Simultaneous revision of 
the salaries of all grades of officers wTJuld have been an iinpossibb* task 
and a certain amount of delay was inevitable. 


River Surv^ors employed by the Port Commissioners of 
Calcutta. 

165. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; (a) Will the Hon blo 

the Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of River Surveyors employed by the Port Com- 
missioners of Calcutta; 

21 
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(ri) tlieir scale of jmy; and 

(in) their academical qualifications? 

(/>) Will the Hon ’hie the Member he pleased to state the number 
of statutory natives of India holdinjjf the j^osts of River Surv'eyors in 
the l*ort ? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bh 
Sir John Kerr): (a) (?) One Jtiver Surveyor and 22 Assistant River 
Surveyors. 

(//) ili\er Surveyor— Rs. 1,51)0. Assistant River Surveyors— 
Rs. 250—30 — 400 / —450—50—1 ,200. Rrohationary Assistant River 
S ur vey 01 ‘s— Rs , 15( ) — 25 — 200 . 

(i/V) The qualification re(iuired in the case of api^intraents made 
for some yeai‘s past has h(‘en the Senior Cambridge Examinaticm. 

(h) Of the 23 men in the Service, 14 are understood to be natives of 
India. At juesent all the Assistant Surveyors are EuroiH'an.s or Anglo- 
Imlians, but the IN»t Commissioners have deci(l(*d to consider applica- 
tions from Indians for future vacancies. 

Appaintments in the Bengal Secretariat Press* 

166. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; Will the llon’ble the Member 
in charge of tht‘ l)(‘])artmeiit of Finance Ih‘ ])leased to lay on the table a 
statement sliowing — 

(?) th(‘ number of vacancies, both jHTmaneiit and teiniK)rary, which 
have occurred in the office of the Bengal Secretariat I^ress 
both at its head office and the branch otfice, from the 1st April, 
1912, to the 31st March, 1922; 

(??) tlu‘ names of the candidates who wiue apjxiinted to the vacan- 
cies with their educational (jualificatioiis ; 

(???) the total number (d‘ clerks, tyinsts, etc., in the said office; and 
(??•) the number of Hindus, Muhammadans and (ffiristians holding 
those upjHiintments? 

The Hon'ble Sir JOHN KERR: (?) and (??) ()v(‘v 900 men are em- 
ployed in the Bengal Secretariat Cress and its Branch and in order to 
com]nle the information asked for in the (juestion, it would be necessary 
to examine the montlily rolls for the last ten years and to refer to the 
apixdntnu'iit iiajKos of candidates, many of which have jirobably lieen 
destroyed. In the opinion of (lovernmeiit the labour involved in this 
undertaking would be out of all proixirtion to the value of the results to 
be obtained. 

(???) Numbi^r of clerks — 28, Number of typists — Nil. Number of 
Steno-Typists— 1 (vacant at present). 

It is not underst(K>d what is meant by ‘‘ etc.” 

(?r) Number of Hindus— 27. Number of Muhammadans — 1. Num- 
her of Christians — nil. Total 28. 
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Number of literate and illiterate population in the Pebna diitriot. 


lei. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQs Will the Hon hie the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement under the following heads : — 

(a) percentage of the literate and illiterate population and their 
number in the Ihibna district ; 

(h) the number and classes of literate — « 

{!) males, and 
i'h) females 
in the said district; 

(c) the number of children of school-going age in the disirict ; 

(d) the number of males and females who have received English 

education ; 

(f) the number of educational institutions in the district under the 
following heads — 

(?) high schools, 

(??) aided, 

(???) unaided, and 

(ir) maintaineil by the Stab*, both for males and females; 
and 

(/) tin* number of jH*rs()ns who liav(^ received-— 
f?) F Diversity training, and 
(/?) degr(‘es? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. MITTER: (?/) One hundrwl and thiity-four 
l>er mille males aged 5 and over are literate and 15 bunales. For both 
se.\(‘s taken together tln^ projHirtion is 70. The actual numbers an* — 
Literates: males (S2,d59; females 8,1)40. 

Illiterates: males 024,348; females 073.852. 

(/;) (7) Hindus— (?) 307 literate iH*r mille males aged 5 and over; 
(?’?) 48 literate per mille females aged 5 and over. 

(2) Muhammadans— (?) 71) literate ])er mille males aged 5 and over; 
(ii) 4 literate per milh* f(*males aged 5 and over. 

(3) Animists— (?) 304 literate |K*r mille males aged 5 and over; 
(ii) no females. 

(4) Fhristians— (?) 542 literate jH'r mille males aged 5 and over; 
(ii) 502 literate per mille females aged 5 and over. 

(c) Two hundred and eight thousand four hundred ami twenty-four 
(aproximately). 

(d) Information not available. 

(e) (?) 32, (ii) 1389, (Hi) 283, (tv) 101. 

(/) Information not available. 
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Reviskm of soveral departments and services. 

168. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM; (a) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Deimrtment of Finance be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the dates from which retrospective effect was 
given for increment of pay of the various departments and seiwices 
under Government? 

(h) Is it a fact that the dates vary for different servicves? 

(r) If so, what is the reason for such differential treatment? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a), (/;) and (c) The member is 
referred to the rejdy given to a question on the subject put by Babu 
Bhismadev Das at this meeting. 


Diet money of witnesses in suits. 

169, Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: {a) Will the Hon’hle the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Deinirtment be pleastnl to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(?) from what date the practice of Jiaying the unsiK>nt diet money 
of witnesses to the parties’ ])leaders in civil courts has been 
stopf)ed; and 

(n) the total amount of deix)sit of tlie diet inoiK'y with Government 
since that time till 1921, year by year? 

(b) Is it in the contemplation of Government to issue orders to 
pay the money to the parties or their pleadms in future? 

{(') If so, when are the orders to that effect likely to be issued? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM :(('/) (i) The practice of paying 
unexpended diet money of witnesses to the pai ties’ pleaders In civil 
courts has not been stopped. Under the old rules pleaders or parties 
used to be informed of the amount of unexptmded or unclaimed diet 
money. Under the new rules the pleaders or parties may find out what 
remains in deposit and apply for its refund. After three years the 
mon(‘y in deposit laj)ses to Government, 

(//) The information is not available and the time and labour in- 
volv(*d in procuring it will not lie commensurate with any benefit to bo 
derived from it. 

(h) and (c) The questions do not arise. 


Treatment of non-oc-operation prisoners in Barisal Jail, 

170. Dr. JATINDRA MATH MOITRA: (a) Will the HoiTble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the Inspector-General of Prisons visited 
Barisal recently; 
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(n) whether it is true that some local gentlemen had a discussion 
with him regarding the treatment of non-co-operation prison- 
ers in tile local jail; 

(tVi) whether he told tliem that he wanted to increase the rigour of 
punishment in jail for all future breaches of jail discipline; 
and that the flogging of the prisoners will lie more frequently 
resorted to than heretofore ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (in) is in the affimative, will the Hon’hle 
the Member bo pleased to state whether the statement of the Insiieetor- 
General is personal or authoritative? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: (a) (i) Yes. 

(«) Yes. 

(iit) It is understood that the Ins|>(M'ior-(ieneral of ]*risons told an 
inquirer who wanted to know whether the disi'ipline could not lie made 
easier, that in his opinion it should be tightened. No reference to the 
punishment of flop:^nng was made by him. 

(h) This does not re<iuire an answer in view of (he stabmient made 
above. 


Names and designations of the officers in the various branohes of the 
Medical Service. 

171. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (n) Will the ITon ble the 
Minister in char<^e of the Ihqiarlment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names and official desi|i:nations of the officers of the Indian 
Medical Service, in civil employ, and posted in Bengal and 
those of the Provincial and Subordinate Medical Services, 
who have had no transfers from their present jiosts during 
the last ten years; and 

(u) the number of such posts which are considered as “ prize ” 
posts ? 

(h) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to keep these; iK>Ht8 
reserved, or to thrown them open to all deserving officers of the resjx'ctive 
services ? 

The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) A state- 
ment showing the information wanted is laid on the table. The tenure 
of appointments in the case of Nos. r3 to 6 and 8 is fixed at 5 years in 
the first instance, but extensions of term are given for exceptional 
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reafloiis arid where 8i)ecially indicated in the interests of the service and 
of (Jovernment. 

(ii) Out of the ap{)ointments shown in tlie table refen’cd to above 
only 5, viz., Nos. 3 to (» and 8 may be regarded as posts vhich most 
members of the res|)e(‘tive services would be j^^ad to obtain. 

(/>) These posts are not reseiwed for any jiarticular officers but are 
open to all efficient and meritorious men of the res|X'ciive services. 


SUtmeM referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 171, showing 
the list of the names and designations of the officers in tJie various 
branches of the Medical Services in this Province who are holding 
respective appointments for the last 10 years or more. 


Name*. 


Indian Medical Service — 

LuMitenaut-Colenel A. T. 

Civil AHsiftUiit SnrgeoriB— 

Balm Mohciidra Kumar 
Clittkraverty. 

Upendrii Cliiinder Brali* 
inoeliari, Km Bahadur 

Satiah Cli under Banorjee, 
Hai Bahadur. 

Balm Beni Madhah (Jhak- 
raverty. 

Mr. Karuna Kumar Chat- 
ter ji. 

Bahu Surondra Mvdmn 
UhOHh(Nu. 1). 

Lai Behari Ganguli, Rai 
Bahadur. 

Balm Lai Mohan Ghoaal 

Civil ABBistant Surgeoua— 

NU. 


Dt'HJl^natlonH. 


Superintendent, Botanic 
Garden. 


Superintendent, Animal Vae- 
eination Depot, 

Teacher, (^nmphell Medical 
School 

AKaiatant Profensor of Phy- 
aiology, Medical Utdl' ge. 

AHKiatant Profeaaor of Phy- 
aica and ChemiHlry, Medi- 
cal College. 

Teacher, Campholl Medical 
Sidiool. 

Bacteriologiat, Presidency 
General Hoapital. 

Teacher, Campbell Medical 
School. 

Demonatrator of Phyaioiogy, 
Medical College 


Date since wlioii the apisuntment 
is hehl. 


31h 1 July, lOOC 


27(li Aiigiiat, 19»I2, page 
H79 of Civil List. 

20th Fehrnary, 1905, page 
379 of Civil List. 

2lHtJiily, 1905, page 380 
of Ci\il List 

lnt June, 1912, page 382 
of Civil List. 


15th February, 1910, page 

382 of Civil List. 

I5th February, 1908, page 

383 of Civil Liat. 

1st April, 1910, page 383 
of Civil Liat. 

2nd February, 1906. 
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Raised platforms at the important stations on the Bandel-Barharwa and 
Howrah-Burdwan Chord lines on the East Indian Railway. 

172. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI ; Will the Hon ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Puhli(‘ Works he pleased to 
state whether any, and, if so, what action, has been taken in the matter 
of providing raised platforms at tlie imimrtaiit stations on the Ifandel- 
Uarharwa and Ilowrah-lUirdwan V\um\ lines of the East Indian Iluilway, 
since the answer given to my unstarred question No. on the 19th Janu- 
ary last ? 


TheHon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs It has been asivrtained that the East Indian Itailw'uv 
administration has recently sanctiom*d the const MU't ion of raised plat- 
forms at Tribeni and Azimgunge stations on the Handel-Ilarharwa 
Chord line, hut this sanction has not \et been confiimed by tln‘ (iovern- 
ment of India. 

It is not known when funds will be available for tlu‘ work. 

The Minister has no information in regard to the ])rovislon of raised 
platforms at other stations on the (1ionl lines referred to. 


Damage to jute and autumn paddy. 

173. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: 

(a) With reference to the answer given on the (ith July, to 

(danse (a) of my unstarred (juestion No. 114, will the llon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Kevemie (band Hevenue) b(‘ 
pleased to state whether his attention lias been diawn to the statement 
made in tlie season and crop repoit published by the (loverii merit of 
India for the week ending L^!Lbid July last to the (‘tfcvt that “ damage 
to jute and autumn paddy on low' lands by Inuivy rain and flood is reported 
from some districts” ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the nanu's of the 
districts referred to in the above report and also to make a d<*tailed state- 
ment of the crop prospind in respect of ea(di of those disiictsi' 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Membei aware that as a result of the prevail- 
ing conditions these areas are threatened with scarcity!^ 

{f}) If so, what precautionary measures, if any, are the (Joveriiment 
taking in the matter? 

Th« Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(h) The member is referred to the Report on the Weather and Crops 
published on pages 1231 — 34 of tlie Sujfplcmcnt to the Calcutta Gazette 
of the 26th July, 1922. 
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(c) and (d) Government are not aware that on account of these 
conditions these areas are threatened with actual scarcity. The 
Commissioners are, however, provided with substantial ^ants for 
agricultural loans which they use on the occurrence of any distress 
resulting from such causes as are mentioned by the member. 


Bil Boral ” soheme in the Narail subdivision of the 
district of Jessore. 

174, Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) h Ihe Hon ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that the 
Jessore J)istri('t Hoard recommended to the (ioveriiment the “ bil BoraL’ 
scheme in the Narail subdivision of the district of Jessore? 

(Ij) If so, what action, if any, are the Government taking regarding 
the said scheme? 

Tho Hon'bieSir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

(/>) The District Board on the lOlli June, 1922, decided to take action 
under the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 1920, and 
Government have requested that proceedings should now be initiated 
under section 3. 


Drainage of submerged lands in Burdwan and Hooghly 
districts for cultivation. 

175. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ ble the Member in charge of the Department of llevenue (Land 
Revenue) aware that owing to heavy rains, places and fields under the 
jurisdiction of Raona and Khondaghosh thanas in the district of Burdwan 
and some places Jind fields under the jurisdiction of Arambag subdivision 
in the district of Hooghly have been submerged and fields have been 
rendered ummltivalde up to the present time for want of proper drainage? 

(6) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate steps to drain out the water as far as is practicable, making 
them fit for cultivation in the current year? 

The Hon>ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(h) No immediate steps can he taken to drain out this area, for the 
rivers Damodar and Rupnurain which drain this part of the country are 
unable to carry off this surplus water. 
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Noiwoffleial Business. 

Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general puMio interest). 

Travelling and Residential Allowances of Members. 

The DEPUTY'PRESIOENT: Yesteday at about 20 minutes to 6, 
the Hon hie Sir Ah(l-ur-Rahim had already accepted the rc.solution 
of Kumar Shih Sliekhareswar Ray, hut I Ixdieve there are still .some 
members who wish to spak on the re, solution. Thoufrh the (luestion 
was jmt, I had no time to put it to the vote. I would therefore ask 
Professor S. C. Mukherji to say what ho has >fot to say. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: T rise to a jxiint of order. 
Sir. The question was put and it was friven out by you that the matter 
would he ]uit to the vote. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I had no time to put it to the vot(», 
becftuse I had alieady fixc'd ^0 luiiiuies to o as tlu' tiuK' for the luotioii 
for adjourunieTit, and 1 did not like to waste another 20 inimites for 
taking; the poll. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: A division can l)e taken 
now. 

Mft AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that the qucHiion be now 
put. 

Ths DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: As there are a few luon* nienilierH to 
speak, I think I should allow the debate to \ro on for a litth* time 
longer. 

Professor 8i Ci MUKHERJI: This (piestion has Imhui disf'ussed at 
pretty good length and I feel constrained to inak(‘ one or two observa- 
tions. The first observation that I sbonld like to make is that the 
travelling allowance hills are made out according to c(‘rtain schedule 
rates fixed by Government. We are not exjiected to put down our actual 
exj)enses, liecause Government are not prepared to pay thiun. Govern- 
ment have, therefore, no right to acitqd anything from us We have 
every right to please ourselves just as we like. A fi*w months ago 
there was a strike on the East Indian Railway. On returning from 
this Council to the Howrah station I was told hy tlie offif'er in charge 
of the station that there was no train available for Serampore because 
of a bad strike. I had to take a taxi and had to pay a pretty heavy sum. 
(A voice: “ You could have walked.*^) When the matter was reported 
to the authorities I was told tlie schedule rate was to })e found in the 
Code. Then. Government, by precise calculation, have found out that 
the distance between the Howrah station and the Town Hall is l|of a 
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mile, not one inch more nor one inch less; and you must be paid acconl- 
iiig to the scliedule rate of 8 annas a mile. If you take a ticca or a 
taxi, you jwy mu('h more than that. Jiut Government arc not pre- 
])ared to pay your actual exf)enses. If I happen to be a Maharaja and 
would like to re8erv(‘ a first class, Government are not prepaied to pay 
for that. Govoniment has one aiiswer and only one answei to give. 
There are your schedule rates and you must make out your bills accord- 
ing to tlnun. It has beeri said in this Council that if you draw first 
class, you ai‘(‘ exp(M*ted to travel first calss. I am not expected to do 
any such thing. I do not travel first and I am not going to travel 
first. If the Government are prt*pare(] to pay my actual e}})enseH, lei 
the Government say so and I am j)repaied to put down my actual 
exjKUises. Till then 1 am })erfectly at liluuty to do just as I like. So 
far as missionaries are concerned, they do the same thing in the matter 
of their furlough ex|K*nses. 

1 r(‘gret one or two observations that have fallen from my mufassal 
brethnui. 1 do not think that these ohsei vat ions wen‘ made after due 
consideration. I heard yesterday one membm’ saying that bediuse the 
mufassal members iiiake a lot of self-sacrifice, therefore, they must have 
soin(‘ re(‘omf)ens(‘ and we have come here to mak(‘ sacrifice .ind if we are 
not prepared to make that sacrifice, we had better not come to the Council. 
Certainly we an* not justified to have any recompense out of travelling 
Rllowance liy making more trips than an* absolutely reijuired. There is 
absolutely no difference of o]miion in this matter. The question of 
recompense does not arise at all. 

The third observation that I should like to make is the question ought 
to lx* looked at from tlu* economic jioint of view. Here ('omes the 
question of double first. 1 should like to see this double first class 
knocked on the head from the economic |)oint of vi(*w. The question 
of mileage and other iiuestioiis should be reconsidered and a pro{)er 
standard fixed. All these question ought to be discussed in their entirety. 

I do not see any reason wdiv tin* Legislative Council members are going to 
1x1 treated in this manner. What about the Government Departments, 
Government officers, and Government servants? Why should they go 
scot-free? If this is a matter which demands leconsideration— if this 
is a matter which demands a thorough scrutiny, let it be done as one 
ooinprehensive (luestion. Why should this invidious distinction be made 
between the members of the Legislative Council on the one hand and the 
Government officers and Government servants on the other? What is 
sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander. Let there be one common 
liiw-one principle underlying it and let it be applied without any 
invidious distinction, and in view of that T do not think any resolu- 
tion ought to lie carried on the subject. The matter ought to be con- 
sidered (le novo. With due deference to the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge, I think that his suggestion about a committee ought to be nega- 
tived by this House, 
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Babu NITYA DHONE MUKHERJEE: Tho residents of the various 
districts of our province who exorcised their right of voting during the 
last election of the meml>ers of this Council, must have Is'cn very sorry 
and even ashamed when they went through tlie r(‘iH)rts of the proc(H‘dings 
of yesterday’s mt'eting in to-day’s issue of various news]>aiHM‘s. They 
must have thought that most unfortunately for themselves they had 
returned such members to (}\,e Council who sui)mitted travelling allowance 
bills and have drawn money, the truth and honesty of which have lanui 
called in (juestion. It must have pained them nuK’h more when they 
found that these meml>ers faih‘d to defend themselves by arguments, by 
definite* reason or by putting forward facts and figures to show that the 
statements made against them were incorrect and unfounded; 
but they tried to gag their oj>]>onents by the use of strong, indecent, 
impolite and offensive language wliich they wt‘r(‘ compelled to withdraw. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You m^ed not enlarg(‘ u|Hm that. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: It is agreed on all hands that 
a committee to consider the (piestion of ])ayment of travelling allowanci' 
in future is necessary. But the pro|K>sal to emi>ow(‘r th(‘ committee to 
inquire into and report about traxadling allowance already drawn lias b(‘en 
strongly opjKised. But, Sir, what are the imints raised against such a 
proposal? One of the members has said that h(‘ has got to come here 
at a great sacrifice. But, Sir, I may submit) that anyone* who undertakes 
to do a public duty cannot do so without making any sacrifice*, and it is 
lieeause some* of ns incui prof(\ssional loss in att(‘nding Council m(*e‘tings, 
therefore, that some niom^y must be (‘arm‘d at any cost is no argument. 

Another memb(‘r has been pleased to throw out the suggestion on the* 
ground that it would cause simple waste of money and time* us the me‘m- 
l)ers of the committee .shall have to gei about from district to district, 
station to station, collec ting evidene-e* about the* arrival and de‘|Kirtuio of 
IKU’ticular members who have drawn travelling allowaiie e. 

It .seems, Sir, that the gentleman is uTider the* impre'ssiem that he 
has monopolised the jniwer of putting forward suggestions a^ to the* way 
how inejuiries are to be made anel that the*re is no e)the*r alte*rnative' than 
what he proiK)se.s. 

But, everyone knows that definite distine*! alle'gations have* be*en made 
against many members in the newsi)ai>m\s, but at the time no one raised 
a voice against it. I ask, what is the rejdy in such cas(*s whe*n members 
who have got |>ermanent residences in this town and were found enjoying 
the comforts of Calcutta, or who carry on professions he*re, have* submitted 
travelling allowance bills and drawn money? Is the*re any neces.sity of 
going about to ascertain the truth of sue*h allegatiems? The*re are cases 
in which members are supfxised to have gone* tei Iheir residences at wen^k- 
end and come back on the following Monelay. In some* cases, if any one 
sees the time-tables of Railway and Steamer companies, he will find that 
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only one hour intervenes between the hour of arrival at the headquarters 
and de!)arture from there. Is any going about necessary for this sort of 
travelling allowance bills? 

Dr, A, 8UHRAWARDY; I am afraid the hon'ble member is abso- 
lutely wrong. He is considering another aspect of the question. (Cries 
of: “ Order, order. 

BatMl NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: If the allegations are wrong 
or unfounded, then those against whom these charges have been brought 
forward, would find in this committee a fine opportunity of defending 
themselves and proving their innocence. I^et them come forward and 
say : Ijet there be an inquiry ; we are not afraid of it." We should not 
try to shelve this question which is really a very important one. Further, 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge has l)een pleased to observe that he does 
not think it at all necessary to hold any inquiry into the matter. But 
the press and the public have a claim upon Government which should not 
be overlcK)ked. The pul)li(5 and the ju’ess want an inquiry, the meml)er8 
themselves — at least a good many of them — want an inquiry, and, there- 
fore, I do not see any reason why this question should allowed to be 
shelved. These proceedings of (he (\)uncil will go down to iH)sterity and 
when the future generation will look into them, what would they say? 
They would say that the first batcli of members of tlu' Reformed Council 
were such as the honesty of their travelling allowance bills were calld into 
question. These facts give the Government justification to take away 
the prefix Honourable " from their names. These facts, I submit, 
alone justify Government to hold an inquiry into the matter. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: I think I must o])po8e all the resolu- 
tions and amendments on the subject of travelling allowance of members. 
Mr. Hem Chandra Nasker has set the ball rolling and is, i)erhaps, laugh- 
ing in his sleeves at the indecent haste with which all these resolutions 
have l)een brought before this Council. With all his earnestness to serve 
his motherland and with all his i)atriotic motives, I am afraid, Mr. Nas- 
ker did more liarm than good by asking the unstarred question No. 151 
and the starred question No. LXXV in the meeting of this Council held 
on the 10th July, 1922, relating U) the travelling and residential allow- 
ances of the members of this Council. Government readily supplied the 
information and the answer was both amusing and interesting, and at 
the same time it served the purjwse of opening the eyes of those members, 
especially of the mufassal members, who were more enthusiastic than 
others in curbiiliug the budgeted ex[)enditure of the Government. So 
much earnestness was shown by Government over this matter that the 
officers, on whom lay the responsibility of finding out the facts and 
figures to frame the answers to those questions, in their earnestness to 
attract the attention of the public, did not care to inquire into the 
accuracy of the information supplied. I will point out to you only one 
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fact and I take upon myself the responsibility as to the accuracy of my 
statement. In answer to question No. 151 (J), it was said that the lonjf- 
est duration of a raember\s stay at his headquarters durinj^ week-end 
or short-trips was only for hours. I challenge the truth of this state- 
ment; it is an incoiTect statement. During,'* the NovemWr session last 
year there was no meeting on the 26th and 27th NovemWr. 1 left 
Calcutta for my headquarters at Raiigpur on the 2f)th November at 
7-30 P.M. and reached my destination at 11-30 a.m. next morning. I 
halted there on the 26th and 27th and again left for I'alciitta at 10 p.m. 
on the 27th, as my travelling allowance bills submitted on the 27th 
November and 7th December, 1921, will show. It is clear, therefore, 
that I remained at my headejuarters for clear 34 hours which exdH'ds 
22 hours by 12. My short-trip travelling allowance bills will show that I 
was at my head(iuarters ladween 34 hours and 41 hours. This is not 
the case with me alone but also with many other members. So the 
answer to the (question was not correct. May I ask what earthly pur|K)se 
has been served by those questions, and what earthly purjwse would be 
served by an open discussion or resolutions lik(‘ th(‘sey I am glad that 
Babu Fanindralal De has witlidrawn his resolution, but one still nunains 
and that is of Dr. Jatiiidra Nath Moitra. Dr. Moitra wants an iiKjuiry 
to be made into the travelling allowance bills drawn by memlnu's of this 
Council. I may tell you, Sir, that personally I am not al all afraid of any 
scrutiny of my travelling allowaiK'e bills. In my district, of the four 
members, mine is the last plair so far as the amount and the number of 
trips are concerned. My travelling allowance* has n(*ver reached even 
to Rs. 3,000, although 1 come from a distant place like Biingpur; and 
about ah()rt-trii>s my numlM*r is 7 as against 10, 11 and 14 of th(^ fellow- 
members of my district. 

The DEPUTY.PRESIDENT: Why are you making a personal 
explanation? That (juestion does not arise. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF; I am sorry. Sir. But what earthly 
pur[K)8e would be served by discu.ssing this (juestion, 1 fail to understand. 
My friends, the movers of the.se resolutions, have ])robably forgotten that 
there is an element outside this Council who regards this House as a farce, 
by whom attempts have been made to ignore the dignity and utility 
of this House and who takes every opportunity of lowering this House 
in the estimation of the public. It has provided this outside element 
with an opportunity of criticising the conduct of the memliers of this 
Council on unfounded facts. An open discussion of a resolution like 
that of Dr. Moitra, I am afraid, would do no good to the people. What 
privileges have the members of this Council got in coraimrison with the 
members of the old Council, the members of which — I have no exj>erience 
of the old Council, but as Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said in his 
speech in the July Session — used to be invited to balls and other cere- 
monies in the Government House? The other day my friend, Shah Syed 
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Emdadul Haq, awked a question regarding the travelling allowance of 
members of this CWncil. I questioned him about this and he admitted 
that it was not he who put the question, but it was the President of the 
Pabna Congi’ess (Vumnittee who was the inventor of it. Our jwsition 
and dignity demand not to ojKjn this discussion and abuse each other. 
A word about the sbort-trii)s and travelling allowance and I have finished. 
The Council does not sit on Saturdays and Sundays and why are we to 
remain here idle on thes<‘ days and not bx)k to our own private affairs? 
Most of the mufassal members — some of whom are members of the Bar 
and there aie many more w'ho are (3iairmen and Vice-('hairmen of District 
Boards — liave got oilier duties besides those connected with the Council 
and committees, and jHU’sons residing in (.'alcutta cannot realise what 
absence from headifuarters means to them. The answer to the question 
of Babu llem (diandra Nasker will show that of the 04 members who drew 
travelling allowame during 1921, only 41 had takcui short-trijw lielow ten, 
and there are many wdios^* trijis run betweiui one and nin(‘. The highest 
figure is 21 and that is against one niemler only; one member took 
IS tri])s, another member l(i trijis, another 15, anoiher 14 and another 13. 
I bring it to the notice of the Council to show' that it w'as not for the 
puriKise of making moiu^y that short-trijis ar(‘ taken by the members. 
Further, the answer to the (juesiion aski^l b^ m,\ friend, Shah Syed 
Emdadul llaij, will show that ther(‘ has b(‘en a saving of Ks. 22,000 over 
this head during 1921. 

As to tlu‘ foimation of a committi^e, I am strongly against the 
proiKisal. 


MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
HoiVble Sir Abd-ur- Rahim)! May 1 say a word here by way of explana- 
tion ? This House is not resjMmsible for the committee. Government 
are going to make an imjuiry into the matter and revise the rules, and 
it is for this reason that (lovernmeiit think they ought to have the advice 
of some members of th(‘ (\)uncil; therefore, Government have named 
some memlHTs. The Council is in no way resjKiiisible for these names. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Government of their own accord 
are going to constitute this committee. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: I opjKise the suggestion put for- 
ward by Kumar Shib Sbekhareswuir Ray. It has been said that if we 
do not form a committee, what would the public say. I submit the 
public w'ould say nothing, if we remain silent over the matter. It has 
been said tliat members while living in Calcutta have drawn travelling 
allow'ance. 1 am quite at a loss to understand how these allegations 
can l>e brought forward without facts and figures. It is an absolutely 
irresponsible statement. 
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Bibu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: I move that the question be now 

put. 

The motion for closure was then put and a division was taken. 

The Ayes being 26 and the Noes 17, the motion for closure was lost, 
and the discussion continued. 


Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: After the reply of the Ilon’hle 
the Member in charge, it is haidly necessary for me to dilate n\H)n this 
matter which has now lK‘en dl^cusse(l tor a lairly long time*. The ques- 
tion of travelling and halting allowances has always Ikhmi a dilheiilt one 
to deal with. Ihe question has now risen in (‘onse(jiiene(‘ of a eoiisidrahle 
amount of public criticism that has Ix^eii nuid(‘ about tliesc allowanet'S to 
the members of the Council. There is a class of critics who desire that 
the memlx^rs wdio come to the (^oiini'il should not only saerifi(‘e their 
tune and {>ersonal labour hut also their moiu^y and should jiay their 
additional ex|)eijses themsel\(‘s. If such a rule were to Ih^ ado|)ted, it 
would keep out from the (Viuneil any but wealthy men, but none of us 
desire that the Council should consist of wealthy imm only. TIku'c is 
another class of critics who aie of opinion that the s(‘ale of allowaiu'es is 
much too liberal. But the difficult) is to fix a standard of what is 
liberal. What is liberal to one may not lu* IHieral to another. 
The rule has liitherto been that every mufassal mem her is allowed two 
first class lares for each trij). In fravclling, one has to incur consi- 
derable ex])enses besides one’s owm fare. ()n(‘ has to jiay his servants’ 
fare, one s charges foi food and otluu* things, so that in many eases 
tw’o first class fares may not he exe(‘ssiv(‘. Jn seveial eas(‘s s|X‘cial eijUi))- 
ment is necessary for tiavtdling. Hut a eom]>iaint has now Im'cii made 
hy some critics that tin* rules allow' of payment to memliers wdio leave 
Calcutta during the eurreiic) of the M'ssion for tlnur own purixises. 
Mr. D. C. Chose has called the attention of the Council to the rules 
that prevail as regards th(‘ allowances to memheis of the Indian la'gis- 
lative Assembly and of the Council of State, Ciid(U' tlioM‘ lules a imuii- 
lier who is absent from Simla or J)elhi for less than 15 (hiys is entitled 
to draw single first class fares to his station ami back or the daily allow- 
aneo during the i)enud of his absence— wliiehe\er is less. For instance, 
a member leaves Calcutta for J>aije(‘ling, his station, on Iwiday and 
comes buck on Monday to join the Council. Ills chaigcs on the basis 
of double first class fares would Im? Us. 240, whilst his lialtiiig 
charge w^ould be Hs. 20 only. Under th(‘ Sinila-Delhi rules he 
would be entitled to Rs. 20 only instead of Its. 240. Sm h is tin* (‘ffeet 
of the rules that regulate the travelling and halting allowances of mem- 
bers of the Indian Ix^gislative A.ssemhly and of the Couiieil of State. 
It must be considered as to whether such rules should also apply to the 
members of this Council. 

There has also been some criticism that some of th(^ memlwrs tra- 
velled by a lower class but charged double first class. But us 1 have 
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^ilready pointed out, the expenses one sometimes has to incur probably 
exceed the actual fares. All these things render it necessary that the 
question should he carefully gone into. I regret that charges should 
have been levelled at some of the members without properly considering 
the facts. As has Ix^en iwunted out by the Hon’ble the Member in charge, 
in cases of this nature it is exceedingly difficult to pronounce a judg- 
ment. On these grounds, I 8 upi)ort the proi)08al for the appointment 
of a committee to consider the question of travelling and halting allow- 
ances. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; I cannot add 
any beauty or for(‘e to the obsiu-vations that have been made in this House. 
We have patiently listened to the several criticisms that have been brought 
forward, and it has pained me that much time has been lost in discussing 
a subject which could have been solved within two minutes. If the 
members of the Council ask for the appointment of a committee, the 
concrete question which has been put forward by several speakers may 
be answered by the committee. For example, the first mover, Babu 
Fanindralal De, puts before us the (luestions as to whether members 
should be allowed to (diarge halting allowances if they have a regular 
pla(!e of residence in Calcutta, whether the members should be allowed 
to draw travelling allowance when travelling between their place of 
residence in the mufassal and Calcutta or whether rules should now be 
framed to clieck the abuses likely to arise from the present system of 
payment. You have put concrete (luostions and it is for the committee 
to answer that. If you refer to the resolution of Kumar Shib Shekhares- 
war Kay, the same arguments a])ply mufatis mutandis. Where, there- 
fore, is the necessity for sj)ending such a Rmg time over a subject which 
is a very simple one? As 1 said in the last session, if you mean to inquire 
into the conduct of certain members in preparing their bills, it would 
be too exacting for you. You must remember that if you prepare the 
rules and regulations and if you do not conform to them, the fault lies 
with you. Thousands of rules will be of no avail, if the members do 
not conform to them. Therefore, it is ne(‘essary for the members to con- 
sider for a moment that they must discharge their duties according 
to the (‘ode of honour which we all understand. We are responsible men 
vested with trust and responsibility, and therefore, it is necessary for 
the members to conduct themselves properly and in all honour. Inas- 
much as some difficulty has been felt in interpreting the rules as they 
are, I beg to submit that it is highly necessary that a committee should 
be appointed. I therefore support the resolution of Eumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Ray. 

Bftbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; I did not intend to take part in 
this debate, bec^iuse I had fully discussed the matter at the July Session 
of the Council. The basic principles of travelling allowances were dis- 
cussed in that session and yeterday also, the Hon'ble the Member in 
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charge explained them in full detail. But statements have been made in 
this Council in course of this debate, which demand an answer, and, I, 
therefore, get up to say a few words. Every member, who feels for the 
prestige of this Council, every member, who feels for the dignity of 
this Council, thinks that an inquiry is needed; but all the same, before 
the result of the inquiry is published, no member has any right to insinu- 
ate that some members had been fudging their bills or have beeii taking 
more money than they can honestly take. If some members really 
believe that there are some who have been cheating (Government, the 
honest course for them would be to make that statement (mt^ide the 
(Council Chamber; let them not take shelter within the foin walls of 
this Council and make vague insinuations. Is it not possible for some 
members to go back to their homes for even a few hours? ('an they 
not have any urgent family reason, or public busi?iess which demands 
their presence at their homes? 1 challenge those members who have 
been making vsuch vague insinuations to come outside this ('oumdl and 
state the facts and name the offending members, and they will know 
how to meet the situation. Let them mention tlie names. As long as 
the Civil Service Regulations exist, as long as the present rules exist 
and as long as the Legislative Department does scrutinise every bill, 

I do not think that any member has a right to say that some immibers 
have been fudging their bills. That means that the (Livernment and the 
Legislative Department have been conniving at this fudging; that is 
absurd and is imjiossible. Let the rules be changed. I admit that the 
rules may be changed .s?»fely both for the members of this ('ouncil ami 
also for the Government ofIi(‘ers. But until the rules are changed, 

1 do not think that anybody has the right to make vague insinuations 
(“Hear, hear”). The greatest surprise I had in my life was to hear tha 
speech of Mr. Surendra Nath Mallik. I am sorry that matters are 
coming to such a pass, that we seem to be at the parting of the wuiys. 

I say that men, who sciw'e their motherland on Rs. v,(KH) or Rs. d,000 
a month, have no business to be sar(‘asti(‘ about members of this ( ouncil, 
who serve their motherland by taking travelling allowances, which are 
meant only to recoup them for their actual out-of-pocket expenses. I 
say that they have no business to be .sarcastic; it is unjust, it is unfair 
and it is improper (“Hear, hear“J. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: I rise to a point of order. Is that 
not a personal remark ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; 1 do not think so. 

BabU INDU BHU8HAM DUTTA: I welcome this inquirv com- 
mittee. They will go into the details of the question and wtuild devise 
such rules and rates which would be ac<.eptable both to the members of 
this Council and also to the Government. Until the report of that com- 
mittee is out, I beseech the members of this Council to refrain from ^ 

22 
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making? base insinuations. That does not speak well for the dignity 
of the Council. 

Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: After such a long discussion by 
the members, I had no mind to speak at any length about the resolutions 
that have been moved by several of my friends. I will only point out 
one thing. Other speakers before me have pointed out the necessity of 
week-end journeys of the mufassal members to their homes and I may 
point out that there are some legal practitioners here among the members 
of this Council who are in duty bound to go to their mufassal homes 
in order to attend to their clients specially on Saturdays on which miscel- 
lan(‘()us cases and appeals are fixed. So, as they have got their duties 
towards their constituency they have e(jual duties to i)erform towards 
their clients. Thus, if these week-end journeys are refused, it would 
cause some hardship t(» those members of the Council who belong to the 
legal profession and also to those who are members of the district and 
local bodi(‘s. 

With these words, 1 refuse to give my assent to all the motions that 
have been moved in this (youncil. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Yesterday I was 
surj)ris(‘d at the heat of the discussion and the great huiiency shown by 
the President who allowed even sinh jdirases as base insinuations in 
respect of a member as parliamentary, decision to which 1 do not object, 
for many of us have had worse epithets used against us; and I, for one, 
have never objected though 1 challenge anybody to find any expressions 
like these in the voluminous record of my speeches during the last two 
years. Many will pr(d)ably smile at me as the injured innocent ; but 
I desire them to look at the reports and judge. You will presently see 
how the sup{>osed great abuser behaves. A whole day was spent in 
absolutely useless rhetoric yesterday. We have much work to do and 
we have done little. 1 rubbed my eyes when T looked at the numerous 
resolutioiiN standing in the names (d’ the injured innocents of this Coun- 
cil. I wondered whether most of them would not be pressed or would 
finally be modified to innocuousness. The first resolution, which spoke 
of gentlemen and noblemen living in their residences at Calcutta draw- 
ing Its. 10 a day, was withdrawn. The third nvsolution spoke of an 
imiuiry committee, but when the mover moved the resolution, he left 
out the demand for an iiKpiiry and proposed a suggestive committee. 
The government, which delights in futilities, at once accepted the amend- 
ed resolution. But the question is: are we to sanction this piece of 
futility? The whrle country is speaking of the monies taken by the 
members of the Council and the Ministers. They speak of it more than 
they speak of the political prisoners. Are we going to burke the ques- 
tion? The injured innocents of this Council, in just indignation, 
become angry; and in the words of the poet, they show a countenance 
like that of Durbasha with his flaming locks and a visage distorted with 
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contortions. Now, Sir, we are here as the representatives of the people. 
The people demand that we should do them service and not take any 
money iini)ro|>erIy. I know that there are i>oor men ainonj^st us who 
do not break the law and only take what is allowed by the law to the 
gazetted officers and if they save anything, every gazetted officer does 
that. But what to speak of gentlemen and the n(»blemen who 
have residences here and wlui take Us. 10 a day 1 tried my lH‘st to find 
an excuse for them, but in spite of my supposed ingenuity I could find 
none. 

The countiT demands that we should be pure; it demands that tlune 
should be an imjuiry into this matter, this very grave s(‘amlal. We 
have not been j>ure like Sita — even she, the purest of womankind — who 
W’as obliged to go through the ordeal of fire by the most loving of 
husbands recorded in history or fiction. 1 want to know why should 
there not be an in(|uir\, why should there be any “ but It seems to 
me that all tlnvse resolutions are simply intended to burke an iiujuiry. I 
cannot acccjit an\ont‘ of them and they must, therefore, be* I’t'jecbnl 
altogether. What right has the (Jovernment to come forward of its own 
motion, to say that we shouhl be a imrty to a futile suggestive com- 
mittee ^ (“ Hear, heai.”) Why should we add insult to injury? We 

must not be insulted by (Government. If anyone is guilty, we shall 
punish him. W(‘ want a committee of our own, not a committiM* by our 
judges and our tiadueers. Why the (lovernment should interfere in 
this matter, we cannot see. Let them do so hereafter. But here the 
question is— Are we going to have this committee of futility? J say— 
No, nothing of the kind whatever.’’ 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI; I do not want to 
prolong the discussion at this fag-end of the day. It has been made 
clear by Mr. (’ampbell Forrester when he moved his rcMdution about 
a fixed allowance to membeis of (^mmul that a thing of this kind was 
coming; in fact, he prophesied that such a thing would come and if his 
suggestion was acc(‘pted there would have been no necessity for this dis- 
cussion. He suggested tlie payment of a certain sum annnally- 
R.s. l,()(K) or Rs. 3,(100 — or whatever the budget could affoid, to all 
members excluding, of cour.se, the ofticials. The sum ami 'substance 
of the arguments of the town members, who moved (he resolution, is that 
the mufas.sal members are making some profit out of their travelling 
allowances and that must Ik* stop|K‘d. I h()|x* that most of the members 
will agree with me that a committee as suggested by the mover, is not 
necessary as the (Jovernment have ample powers to revise the rules 
departmentally In fact, while I was in »Simla, I was told by the mem- 
bers of the Legislative A.s.sembly that they themselves volunteered in- 
formation on the subject and the Legi.slativp Department made altera- 
tions about travelling allowance for week-end journeys and that is what 
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we should do and not allow three or four of us to sit in judgment upon 
the rest as they propose doing by constituting a committee. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: It is a iiiattor for very great regret that 
in the debate on the question of travelling and residential allowances 
fw) much heat should have been introduced. As a matter of fact, lang- 
uage has been used in this connection which ought not to have been used 
at all. So far as the demand for an iiujuify is (‘oncerned, I must make 
it absolutely clear that I do not support this dfunand. I (;annot persuade 
myself to believe that any useful purpose will be served by reopening 
old sores which woiiFd be calculated to (‘reate more bitterness in this 
(h)uncil. I feel that there is a good deal of force in all that has been 
said by my friend, Kumar Shib Shekareswar Ray; and I have no hesita- 
tion in sujiporting his amendment. Vague charges have been made in 
this Council in connection with the drawing of travelling allowance in 
particular; and my friend, Rabu Indu Bhushan Duita, has challenged 
the levelleis of these charges lo come outside the Council Chamber .so 
that they might be procefuled against according to the jnovision of law. 
As a matter of fact, 1 do not understand what was the harm on the part 
of those members in bwelling the (‘harges, although 1 am not in favour 
of making any charges against anybody in the (\)uncil; but I think 
that if any (duirges have to be made at all they must l)e absolutely 
impersonal. It is desirable that no personalities should be introduced, 
whatever the nature of the charges may be. In conne(‘tion with the 
debate on the resolution of my friend, Mr. A joy (liunder Dutt, if 1 
romomW aright, the flon’lde the Memlxu* in (‘liarg(' made it absolutely 
clear that the principle on which travelling allowances were allowed 
was this, that it was intend(‘d to (‘over the actual (‘Xjxmses oidy and that 
it was not open to anyone claiming that allowance to make it 
a source of profit. It was pointed out by the llon’ble Member 
in the course of his speecdi yesterday that the members were perfectly 
entitled to submit their lulls according to the rules as they now stand 
and it is foi this hmsou that it is felt that some modifications of the 
riile.s are necessary in order that theie may be no abu.se. If that be so, 
I see no reason why we should not sup])ort the demand for modification 
of the rules. There may be modifications in various directions 
and it is with that object in view that a committee has been demanded. 
Let us not by any means anticipate the decision of this committee, what- 
ever it may be; but 1 do not really understand why the proposal for the 
appointment of a committee for making s\iggestions and not for making 
an inquiry into what happened in the past should be it'sisfcd. 

With these words, I would su])port the amendment of my friend, 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Although I am a town 
member, I endorse the opinion expressed bv Professor R. C. Mukharji. 

• What the hon’ble member seem to forget m that the scale which has 



been fixed is an iiniKM'sonal scale which has to be conformed to if an 
hon^ble member desires to recoup himself for any of the expenses that 
he may have incurred in travelling or haltiiif^. Not only is he entitled 
to draw it, but he must draw it according to that stuile if he desires to 
pay for his expenses. I regret, indeed, that this matter should have 
been brought before this Council and that the agitation of those papers 
which have consistently from the beginning attempted to belittle the 
dignity and the prestige of the Council should have found a voice here, 
1 can feci the hand of some interested people whom the (’ouncil has 
taken to task for their misbehaviour. In these resolutions, which we 
are discussing at the present moment, the language that has been used 
does not add to the sobriety, the dignity, the wisdom or the prestige of 
this Council, and I therefore strongly opposa all the resolutions which 
have been put forward, viz., those that ask for an inquiry or even those 
that require a committee. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 have no intention of speak- 
ing on this subject, but I would say only two words. Members draw 
travelling allowance according to certain rules and if any member was 
found to have defraudc'd the (fovernment the matter should have ])een 
brought to the notice of the Government, the indiscriminate insinua- 
tions and attacks so lightly indulgiHl in by some of the membors do 
not add to the dignity of the Council. 

The resolution of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray was then put in 
the following amended form : — 

‘‘This Council rec'ommends to the Government that a (‘ommitiee be 
appointed consisting of ten members of the Council with the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge as President to make any suggestions which they 
jnay think tit as regards the whole (juestion of travelling and residential 
allowances of this Council.^’ 

A division was then taken with the following results: — 


AYES. 


Mdy, Babu Amulya Ohone. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kishorl Mohan. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, MauivI Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhuri, Ral Harendra Nath. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ail, Khan Bahadur. 

Oat Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Oe, Babu Fanindralal. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Dutt, Mr A«Joy Chunder. 

OutU, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Frenoh, Mr. F. C. 

Chose, Mr. 0. C. 

Goode, Mr. S. W. 

Nlndley, Mr. C. D. M. 


Huntingtord, Mr. Q. T. 

Karim, Maulvl Faziul. 

Kerr, the Hon’ble Sir John. 

Lang, Mr. 4 . 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Horfble the. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Mitter, the Hon’bie Mr. P. C. 

Moltra, Dr. Jatindra Nath, 

Rahim, the Hen'ble Sir Abd ur. 

Ray, Kumar ShIb ShekharNwar. 

Rbiy Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu NalinI Nath. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. « 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, the Hon’ble Mr. H. L 
Walsb, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
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NOES. 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddln. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur MauNI WaSlMuddln. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Azaharuddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Raft Uddin. 

/Mimad, Munshi Jafar. 

All, Mr. Byed Erfan. 

Ml, MunthI Amir. 

All, Munihl Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Anam, Khan Bahadur Kharaja Mohamad. 
Barma, Ral tahib Panohanan. 

Bhattaoharjl, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haflzar 
Rahman. 

Dai, Babu Bhlihmadav. 

Choia, Ral Bahadur Jogandra Chundar. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Huiiain, Maulvl Mahammad Madaitur. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamid-ud-din. 

The A\(‘s beiii^r and the Noei 


Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Erahad All. 
Makramall, MunthI. 

Mukherjec, Babu NItya Dhona. 
MukharJI, Profnsor B. C. 

Muillok, Babu NIroda Behary. 

Nakay, MIrza Muhammad All. 
Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ralkat,'Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Rauf, Maulvl Bhah Abdur. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Rlihl, Babu Rashik Chandra. 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. BIJoy Prosad BIngh. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mohan BIngh. 
Roy, Raja Manlloll BIngh. 
Buhrawardy, Dr. Al 
B uhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Bhahead. 


s d7, the motion was carried. 


The DEPUTY-PR ESI DENT: Ah the resohition of Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Ray has ))een carried, 1 think that tin* resolutions of Rai 
Nibaran fliundra Das (Rij>ta Bahadur and Sliah Syed Emdadul Ilmj 
fail. I shall now jnit the resolution of Dr. .latindra Nath Moitra to the 
vote. 


Dfi JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: In view of the fact that the 
resolution standin^^ in the name of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray has 
])een carried, I do not like to pre.ss my resolution. I beg to withdraw 
it. 


The motion was then, l)y leave of the Couiu'il, withdrawn. 


Increase of residential allowance. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I move 
that this (’ouncil recommends to the Government that the residential 
allowance of the members of the Bengal Legislative Council be increased 
to Rs. 25 |x;r day. 

The ('alcutta members of the Council are going to decrease the 
travelling and lesidential allowances of the mufassal members. Perhaps 
they are jealous, otherwise why should they raise this question when 
they had passed the Ministers’ salaries amounting to Rs. 1,92,000? 
They 8Ui)[K)rted the Ministers then and the Ministers 8upj)ort them 
now. The mufassal meml)ers of the Council drew about Rs. 1,50,000 
whereas the three Ministers drew Rs. 1,92,000. 


Mr.’S. M. BOSE: Is he in order? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I think he is in order. 
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Mauivi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: If we can 

contribute so nuicli for tlio (omforl of three men, c-an we not sacrifice a 
little for the comfort of UK) members? The Calcutta members do not 
understand the troubles which the mufassal membtu’s underjfo in coming 
up to attend the meetings of the Council and the inconveniences they ai-e 
put to here as tliey liave no houses of their own like Mr. Fanindralal 
De and others that moved the other resolutions. Though 1 may not be 
supix)rted by a good many ^f the KurojH'an and otlier influential 
members of this Council, I will not hesitate to press foi’ what is just and 
proj^'r. In England, the Members of Parliament get £400 a year 
besides free railway pass, j)ostage stam])s and ixi|K‘r. If we are follow- 
ing the precedent of the Biitisli Parliament in other resi^cts, why not 
in this respei't also? It may be said that Bengal is not so rich as 
England, but if we are paying our Members and Ministers on a sciile 
prevailing in Phigland, why should we grudge tin* mufassal members this 
little concession? Perhai>s the (Government consider that to pay the 
members of this Council any extra allowance is waste of money or hajv 
haifa. The Members of the Legislative Assembly, who fornnudy drew 
Rs. 10 as residential allowance \m' day, now draw Rs. 15 plus Rs. 5 
as motor allowance besides free aeeommodation, whenuis the unfortunate 
mufassal members of this Council get no residence', or motor allowam'e 
or anything of that sort. The condition in the Legislative Assembly and 
the Local Council is almost the same and 1 cannot understand this 
difference in the scale of residential allowanc4\ In the name of justice, 
I demand Rs. 25 as residential allowance. Many gentlemen make week- 
end trips in order to recover the ex|)enses iiicurred at the time of ele(‘- 
tion. (If course this is an indirect way of doing things, but if my 
jiroiKisal be accepted there will k' no necessity for it. If you do not 
grant this concession to the nn'inbers (*oniing from th(‘ mufassal, who 
generally belong to the middle class and are not tluu’efore well-to-do, 
this (^)uncil will be a C!ouncil of the rich and not of the ]H)or; this 
Council will be aristocratic' and autoc'iatic but not democratic, and your 
democratic form of Government will be at an end. 

Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM beiitff absent, the followiiijj resolution, 
standinff in his name, was deeiiied to be withdrawn : — 

“ This Council recommends to the (Joveniment that stejis be taken 
to raise the residential allowance of the members of the llenj^ali Ije^isla- 
tive Counril from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 jier day.” 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY beinjr absent, the followirif? resolu- 
tion, standinp in his name, was deemed to Ik- withdrawn;— 

” This Council recommends to the (lovernment that early steps be 
taken to fix a suitable annual allowance not exceeding Rs. 1.200 per 
annum, for all non-official memliers of the Bentjal la-^islative Council, 
in lieu of their travelling and residential allowances.” 
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Mnilvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF* I oppose this resolution. This 
Council has just now passed the amendment of Kumar Sliib Shekhares- 
war Hay and I think that it is sufficiently comprehensive in its nature as 
the wlnde (luestion of travelliiiff and residential allowances of the 
raemhers of this Council will he dealt with hy a committee. So, I beg 
to oppose this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABO*UR*RAHIMs As, .the last speaker has pointed 
out, the arnendnuuit of Kumar Shih Shekhareswar Ray has been carried 
and a committee will soon be a]>]Kiinted to in(|uire into all the questions 
rai.sed as regards travelling and residential allowances, I trust that the 
House will not acce]d the residution that has been moved by Maulvi 
Muhammad Ahdid .lubbar I’ahlowan in view of the fact that the whole 
matter will f)e imjuired into by a committee. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I would 

be glad if the llon’ble Meml)er would include me on the committee 
(Laughter.) 

The motion was then ]mt and lost. 


Provincialisation of Pabna Middle English Girls’ School. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: The resolution 
that 1 have to move is this; — 

“ This (Council recommends to the Government that .the Middle 
English Girls’ School at the headquarters of tlu' Pabna district, be 
provincialised at an early dale.” 

This school was eslabli.shed so early as in IHGH by a iwblic-spirited 
resident of the town of Pabna. It was originally a .small primary school 
with a staff of both male and female teachers, and little boys were 
admitted along with girls. In course of time, it came to he an institu- 
tion for gills alone, and was raised to the status of a Middle English 
School in Itliri. The management of the school is vested in a com- 
mittee of which the District Magistrate of Pabna is the cj'~o^cio Presi- 
dent, and the staff consists of six qualified female teachers. The 
numlH-r of jiupils on its rolls la,st year was alsiut 100 on an average, but 
owing to unfor.seen causes, has now fallen off to alxiut 70. 

It was in the contemidatioii of the late Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Government to provincialise the school, and with that end in view, they 
sjient large sums of money for its imirrovement. A fine site situated 
in the centre of the town was acipiired by them at a considerable cost, 
and a decent purca building for the school with attached quarters for 
the mistres,ses was erected in 1911 with a Government grant of 
Re. 12,945. The only delect of the school premises was the absence 
of a comiKiund wall, and this was probably the reason why the school 
did not attract a sufficient number of grown-up pupils in the upper flft flaefl 
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for a number of years. This defect has since been removed by the 
erection of a pucca compound wall at a cost of about Rs. 3,000 (two- 
thirds of which WTre contributed from the public revenues), and it is 
expected that the school will now' gradually flourish, if it can be main- 
tained in a state of efflciency. That the sclimd has lM‘gun to do good 
and useful work is shown by the fact that tw'o girls w’ho presented them- 
selves at the last Middle English Examination both |xussed the examina- 
tion very creditably and w’on (lovernment scholarships. 

The continued efficiency of the school, however, will necessarily 
de})end to a large extent upt^n its finances. The present working 
expenses amount to almut ILs. 350 |)er month, wdiile the average income 
from fees and other sources (including a nnmthly (loverninent grant of 
Rs. 165) is only Rs. 225 jx*r month. The jnirses of its local sup|K)rters 
are being taxed to tlie utmost in meeting this heavy dc'ficit, month after 
month, and tin* committee are aj^prehensive that unless something can be 
done in the near future to place the scluxd on a sound financial footing 
their W'ork may come to a deadlock at any time for want of funds. They, 
therefore, resi)ectfully urge th(‘ (lOvernment to take up th(» management 
of the institution in their owui hands, and to raise it at their discretion 
to the status of High English school. A well-equi])ped girls’ sidiool at 
the head(|uariers of a distj'ict is a real desideratum, its need being 
keenly felt not only by the local j>eople but also by the officials stationed 
there, wdio cannot, under existing social conditions, afford to send awuiy 
their girls from home for their education. There are Government High 
Schools for girls in the districts of Mymensingh and (3iittagong, and 
there is no reason why Palina, which in res|H*ct of education is more 
advanced than many other distiicts of the Ihvsidency, should not have 
one. In the circumstances set forth above, GoviTiiment are resjNMd- 
fully re(iuested to take early steps for the juovim ialisation of the Pabna 
Middle English Girls’ School, 

With regard to this there are certain other factors. There are a 
large number of Hindu residents in the town of Pabna, they are 
orthodox Hindus and they have set up a girls’ school called the Mahakali 
pathsala and there the girls are being taught on a ])urely religious basis, 
and they do not hnik uixm this school as a very favouiabh‘ one for their 
girls, but nevertheless, there is an iinjHirtant section n'sideiit in tlie 
towui, who have discarded the old habits and there are also some officials 
whose girls must l)e given sufficient education in ord(‘r to fit them for 
modern society, and also some Muhammadans who usually send their 
girls to this .school. They cannot send their girls to this Mahakali 
pathsala where religious teachings are imj^rted and there is no provi- 
sion for admitting Muhammadan girls. This year there are some 
Muhammadan girls of high class, and after they have passed their 
Middle English examination, they are quite helpless as they cannot send 
their girls to other distant stations. At one time it was thought that 
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the scliool would have to he reduced to the status of the Middle Verna- 
cular standard instead of Middle En^^lish, but at the request of the 
Muhaininadan residents and the officials and other Hindus of improved 
ideas this school has l)een maintained at a rx)nsiderable sacrifice by some 
^(entlemen, and also with the help of the District Magistrate who has 
taken much j)ains for securing funds for this school. It may be argued 
— Where is the justification for taking up this particular school when 
other schools in the‘ province remain aided b^ Government without being 
managed exclusively by (bjvernment ? In reply to that I beg to say 
that th(*re ai(^ district head(juarters where there are many Rajas and 
Maharajas and oilier rich men who can well afford to maintain aided 
Middle Knglish schools. But as regards Pabna, there are no Rajas and 
Maharajas, but the i)e()ple are only middle class men, some pleaders and 
others, among whom the number of orthodox Hindus is greater than 
that of th(‘ other class, so this school has got justification tor jireferen- 
tial treatuKUit and for being taken over by Government. In some places, 
there are som(‘ schools with a greater number of pupils, but as regards 
attainments and other things, this school has secured a favourable j>osi- 
tion. As 1 have already said, last year two gills were sent up from this 
school and both of them jmssed in the first division, and got Govern- 
ment scholarshijis and this year too, there are girls who are exjxH'ted 
to make some figure in the examination. In the Intermediate classes 
also there ar(‘ a good number of girls and if this sclirnd is not continued 
in tlie Middle Knglish status, they will find it very difficult to continue 
their studies and will have to go somewhere else. As regaids the 
Hindus they can send their girls to distant places, but as regards the 
Muhammadans they (‘annot send their girls to ]daces when* th(‘re is no 
])ro])(*r anangement for their custody. So I ]>ut this resolution b(‘fore 
the (\)uncil for favourable consideration, and hoix* they will not grudge 
the amount that will be reipiired tor jirovincialising this school. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ delivered his sfK'ech in Bengali in 
support of this residution, a translation of which is as follows: 

Although a similar resolution stands in my name, my colleague, Khan 
Bahadur Maiilvi Wasimuddin Ahm(‘d, has said all what I had to sav in 
this regard. I would only move the resolution and before I resume my 
.seat, I should add that as female education is the only .source of uplift- 
ing us in the ]>atli of progress, every possible facilities should lie afforded 
to the Bengali girls for the advancement of learning in this countrv. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN: I l>eg to oppose the 
motion of Khan Bahadur Mauivi Wasimuddin Ahmed for provincialisa- 
tion of the Pabna Middle Kngli.sh Girls’ School. I think that this 
Council is not a fit ]>lace where such purely local questions should be| 
considered. The (Wncil is a provincial Council and only such matters 
as relate to thf well-being of the province as a whole should come before 
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the Council for its decision and consideration. The Council should deal 
with matters which are of interest to the province as a whole. It should 
deal with matters which are of j^enerul public interest for the whole of 
the province. It should deal with the |K>licv which ou^ht to l)e pursued 
by the Government as a whole. It cannot deiJ with such jiettv local 
matters as provincialisation of a Middle En^^lish School at Pabna. 1 
begp to point out that the pro\iucialisation of this Middle English School 
will give rise to serious liearVburning and comment in other district 
headquarters where such schools exist, and are inin from local soui’C(‘8. 
It will give rise to a feeling among tiie constituency that the meml)ers 
for their constituency are unable to push forward their case, and so 
their middle schools have not been provincialised, and 1 beg to submit 
that such a feeling is not good for the memlier who hapjHUis to re|)resent 
the said constituency. 1 also beg to submit that if such i)eity local 
matters be discussed in the (Vuncil, and a decision lx* given, then the 
other subje(‘ts of all-lleiigal inqHirtance will be exi luded for want of 
time. Local matters may be discussed in the lo(‘al iHxlies. It the 
District Board or Municipality is of opinion that the case of ]*abna 
Girls’ Middle English School is quite different from other scliools of simi- 
lar tyjie, they may forward their reiommendation to the local educa- 
tional officer, and I have no doubt that he will consider the inse and 
submit his recommendation to the Government for the jirovincialisation 
of the same. The (’ouncil ought not and should not give its deiusion 
and recommend ])rovincialisation of the local institution without due 
imiuiries and re|)ort of a responsible official. The other day the Babna 
Technical Scdiool has lieen provincialised and now the proixisal is to 
provincialise the Middle English School, and there will a further 
projKisal to provincialise the primary school. While every institution 
at Babna will be lun by Government, the case of other districts will 
remain in the background. This will not be fair. If this Middle 
Engli.sh School is provincialised, let all other such schools be so done, 
and unless and until we are in a ixisition to do so, as a matter of policy, 
we should not do so in case of Pabna. 

Then there is another asi)ect of the case. It is well-known to (‘very 
meml)er of this Council that the cost of running a Government scliool is 
thrice as much as a private school. The jxiy of teach(‘rs, servants and 
clerks of a Government school is much higher than that of a private 
school. Thus with the amount which you will s|M*n(l in ]>rovincialising 
this school, you can subsidise and help 4 such schools and I liave no 
doubt that if the Government offer a substantial jrart of exjHuises, many 
more schools will k established. Thus by provincialising this school, 
instead of helping, you retard the growth of education. 

For the reasons I have indicated, I beg to oppose this resolution and 
ask the hon’ble mover to withdraw the same and try the same locally 
as it is a local matter. 
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The Hon^Me Mr. P. C. MITTER: Ah a matter of this nature affect- 
ing the local interest of the town of Pabna only has been brought before 
the Council, 1 would start by placing certain facts about this particular 
school k^fore the Council. It appears that this school has only 64 
pupils; out of these 64, there are only 7 pupils in the first three 
classes; the bulk of the pupils are in the lower classes. At the 
present moment the Government grant is Rs. 165 a month and 
the local contribution including ftn^s and municipal grants is a 
Similar {imour.i. The salary of the head mistress is Rs. 75, that 
of the second mistress Rs. 50, and so on, and there are altogether 6 
mistresses including the head mistress to teach these 64 pupils. 
Reside^, tln're are maid-servants, provision for library contingencies and 
so on, so that it cannot k said that for 64 jnipils the Government aid is 
not sufficient. Rut the question has a very important bearing; if we 
provincialise this sidiool, according to the estimate prepared by the Edu- 
cation Department, the ultimate cost will be Rs. 8,000 a year, and the 
immediate (aisi will b(‘ about Rs. 6,000 a year. Is there any n‘ason, wdien 
a similar demand is made from another district, and esjieciallv from 
a district where the ne(‘d is greater and .self-hel]) is better, that we 
should refuse such a demand? 1 should say W(‘ cannot in justice and 
in fairness refuse such a dmnand from another district, where, instmvd 
of 64 pupils, th(‘re are more. In this very division, the Insjiectress in 
charg(^ of Girls’ Education reports: — 

1 am not j)lcjiN(‘d with the working of this scliool. Personnlly 1 am not m favour 
of provinmlisiiip; this school, if funds arc available I would recommend the pro- 
vincialisntion of two sciiools, J)uiajpur and Jalpai^ruri, ospeciully the 
Jalpai^un School 

So if 1h(> ('(miicil woro io iicc(*]tt this r<>, solution, it oni^lit at the .same, 
time to remeiiitier tlial 1 caniu.t |)ossil>ly provincialise the I’alma sehool, 
at any rate before imivinciali.siiifr the Jal|r.iifruri and Dinajpur whools. 
That means an additional exiHuiditiire of somethinjj like Rs. 20,000; w© 
can very unefully H]H*nd this amount in increasiiifr the f,nant-in-aid of 
many other .sehoedH instead of tryinp to improve fhi.s .school alone, where 
there is so little demaml; it will do a lot of (r,H)d if we spend a couple 
of thousands on other schools where there is considerably more demand 
and siffiis of self-help. I'aradoxieul as it may .seem, I maintain that 
proviiicialisatioii of sehools, in, stead of exlendiiifr education, has the 
e£fw.t of limitintr education. Althoiipdi the iiuestion has arisen in conned 
tion with a loeal matter, it carries me to an imjiortant (jiiestion of princi- 
ple. W'hether it he education of pirls or boys, unless we improve educa- 
tion us a whole, it is no ROf'd having a few hcIkmiIs of a 8up«*rior tyi»e 
maintainiHl by the State. Take, for instance, the education of boys. If I 
had the money I would not increase 10 more provincialised schools, but 
would increase the grant-in-aid of every private school in this province so 
that teachers may receive better salaries, and that would improve educa- 
tion as a whole. We must not look upon improving 2, 3, 4, or even 10 or 
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20 schools but we must attempt, so far as possible, to improve all schools 
including the private schools. From that i)oint of view I am opiH)sed to 
this resolution. At the same time I appreciate this, that unfortunately 
in India, girls* education is more or less in a backward state, and I 
am therefore prepared to consider all applications for incrcnised grants 
provided there is genuine self-help. In laying down the principle of 
self-help, I am prepared to take into account local coinlitions. Taking 
into account local conditions, if I find that those who are genuinely 
interested in the expansion of girls* education have done their best, I 
can say that there will l>e no ba(‘kwardness on the part of the Educa- 
tion Department to give increased help to those institutions. Aftiu* all, 
though the grant-in-aid niles are on a half-and-half basis, yet the ])ire(‘- 
tor of Public Instruction has full jmwer to increa'^e the basis of these 
grants. 1 would advise my hon’ble friend, who has moved this reso- 
lution, to approach the Divisional Insiiectress and the Director of 
Public Instruction in this matter, and I do not think there would he 
any backwardness on their part, provided there is evidtuice of self-help. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: 1 am very mui’h 
pleased to hear certain broad i)rinciph‘ with regard to the educational 
policy of the province. 1 ho|>t' the remarks just now made wdll be 
followed in all their intensity and in all tlieir aspcn ts. For the last 
three years I have been submitting in the annual n'jKirts of the dis- 
trict board that the system of having Board’s primary school, instead 
of all aided schools, is not a salutary one; this should be abandoned 
and the entire amount shcuild be distribut(‘d over a large numb(*r of 
schools; that would help local activities and local aids, but nothing 
has been done. Last year also there W(*r(' some instructions for con- 
structing some pancJuiyrti s(d]ools witliout spendli'g money iij the shajie 
of grants-in-aid. Now that I hav(‘ got this assurance from the Hon’ble 
the Minister that this wdll 1 m‘ the policy in tin* provincv, and that my case 
may lie favourably considered when it comes through the Insjiecfor 
of Sch(M)ls and the Director of Public Instruction, 1 shall withdraw my 
resolution. But nevertheless, I must say something in re])ly to my 
friend who has raised a very wTious question. H(‘ has said that this 
is a very petty matter and should not come befon* the (Viuncil, and that 
it is a local matter and should be considered in the locality. My friend 
forgets it is the individual tree that forms the worn]. If we- look at 
the improvement of the individual tree and nuHure it and take projwr 
care of it, in time you will find a beautiful garden and a b(*autiful wood. 
If you go on talking of provincial matters without attending to the 
local needs, you are likely to 1 k' lost in the wood without Liking care of 
trees. Then again, my fiiend has said that this scheme of Pabna has 
no justification. Very well, T ask my friend to rememlier this and stick 
to it. The other day, the HorPble Minister for Agriculture made a 
large provision for his constitueni^ in the dictrict of Bankura for irriga- 
tion. If I raise the question that Bankura has no claim for such a 
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large provision whatever, while other districts are neglected, where 
would niy friend l>e and what answer would he make to this Council? 
He would he the first to protest that his constituency would die of star- 
vation ; it is a had jxdicy after all to rise up and say that local needs 
should l)e looked to hy the local people, and this Council has nothing 
to do with it. 1 ask my friend to remember that in the next budget 
there will he a large demand for his constituency, and I shall then know 
what answ(‘r to give, with regard to his demands at that time. 

1 heg to withdraw my resolution. 

Th(‘ motion was then, hy leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Supply of pure cow’s milk, 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 move that this Couriril recom- 
mends to the (xovernment that a committee, consisting of four official 
members to he elected hy the (loveimment and eight non-otficial members 
to he elected by the non-official members of this (Wncil, be api)ointed 
to consider what steps should he taken for increasing the supply of pure 
cow’s milk, and for developing agriculture in Bengal, and to submit 
a report as (‘urly as j)ossihle. 

This is a (piestion in which every person is interested, he he an 
Indian or Eimipean, Hindu or Muhammadan, and, Sir, invalids and 
infants are vitally interested in this (|uestion of milk-supply. 1 would, 
therefon*, draw your attention to the memorial suhmittt'd by the All- 
India (’ow (’(mfereiK'e Association to the (Tovernment of India for the 
ap|K)intment of a committee to go into this matter. This Association 
consists of Kuro|M‘a!is and Indians, Hindus and Muhammadans — an 
Asssociatioii of which the Ilon’hle Mr. Justi(‘e (Ireaves is the Vic/C- 
President, and the Ilon’hle Mr. diistice W(K)droffc is the President. It 
apiM'urs from that memorial that the number of (‘attle in India is quite 
inadeijuate, and that the number of bullocks for cultivation 5s also 
quite inadetpiate. In the case of the number of cattle, in Australia 
it is 259 ]x*r liundred of th(‘ population, in Uniguay in South America 
it is 500, while in India it is only 59. We require four pairs of cattle 
for the (‘ultivation of 19 acres of land, but we have not got more than 
one [)air of cattle for the same. The reason why the price of food-grains 
is so high, is that the outturn of crops in India is very meagre, and con- 
sequently pri(vs have b(*en going up from year to year. ] will take 
the case of wheat. In Denmark the outturn of wheat is 33 bushels 
per acre, in dapan it is 32, in Egypt it is 29, while in India it is 
11 ‘5 bushels per ac're. That is the reason why the pric^ of wheat has 
gone up. Then in 1857, it was sold at 39 seers per rupee, in 1890 
it was 25, and in 1918 it was seers, so it appears that owing to 
scarcity and the inade<iuate number of cattle, the pri(^ of food-grains has 
been going up. Now I will give some particulars about milch-cows. 
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The number of milch-cows is also quite inadequate; we require two 
pints of milk every day i)er bead, but what is the 8Uj)ply? Only one- 
eight of what is required. It is a quarter piut. In England, we 
find that the supply of milk is 20 lbs. i)er day ix'r cow, while in India 
it is not more than 2 lbs., that is the reason why the price of milk is 
so high. In 1857, milk used to .sell at 4 maiinds a rii|>ee, in 1890 it was 
14 seers, and in 1918 it wjjis 4 seers, and now we find, specially in 
Calcutta, it is not more than 3 seers a ni]KM\ In the mutassal also, 
there is a scarcity of milk; what is the result of this sc'arcity? The 
vitality of the people of India has l>een .seriou.sly afteeted. The reiK)rts 
from the municipalities and district boards show that they are trying 
their best to improve the sanitary condition of the |HM)[)le by incurring 
heavy exjHMiditure, but notwithstanding this expenditure the rate of 
mortality has been going up from year to year and it ap|H‘ars that the 
rate of mortality in India is 38 |km‘ thousand ; in New Zi'aland it is not 
more than 10, and in Norway it is 15. That is the reason why the rate 
of mortality from jdithisis in India has gone up from 38,435 in 1902 
to 1,00,192 in 1912. 1 would draw your sjHH'ial attention to the rate 

of infant-mortality. In New’ Zealand, it is 32 |h‘ 1 thousand, in TIolland 
50, hut ill India 200 -7, in Cahaitta 380, in liurdw’an 307 and in Birhhum 
301. We also find that in (^ilcutta the rate of infant-mortality amongst 
th(* Anglo-Indians is 227 |H‘r thousand, amongst Hindus fUil and 
amongst Muhammadans 449. It thus appears that amongst the Anglo- 
Indians w’ho can afford to purcliasi* milk, the rat(‘ of infant-mortality 
it not very high, hut amongst the Muhammadans wdio are genenilly 
poor and who cannot atfoid to purchasi* milk at smdi a prohil«tive 
price, the rate of infant-mortality is v(‘iy heavy. That is the reason, 
Sir. why I suggest ctutain r(Mm‘di<*s for the consi(h‘ration of the jiro- 
fxi.sed committee. I do not mean to say that they must accept the 
suggestions without going thoroughly into tin* matter. What I do 
suggest is tl'at we should have a committee to go through th('S(‘ sugges- 
tions. The first suggestion is tlie provision of pasture-grounds. In 
(Ireat Britain, we find one-third of the area is reserved foi pasture- 
grounds, hut in Bengal it is one-sev(‘nfeenth. As regards the grazing 
area jx^r cattle in Bengal, it is not more than '37. It ma\ he that 
Government has been taking certain stejis, hut 1 have gone through the 
Bengal Administration Be[)ort and the rejMirts of mufassal municiyialities. 
What do we find there? IVactically no stej)s have been taken. The 
Gaekwar of Baroda has legalised to the effect that in ever\’ village the 
area of pasture-grounds .should he one-tenth of the total area. What I 
would suggest for the consideration of the proposed committfx* is that 
the local authorities should he authorised to provide inisture-grounds 
and stud-bulls and that the Government should he kind enough to make a 
sukstantial contribution towards the expenditure. It has lieen admit- 
ted by the Hon’ble the Member in charge, as will appear from the ])’o- 
ceedings of this Council, that the question of stud-bulls is hoixjlessly 
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irmufficieut in Bengal. It is really so. We find that the total number 
of stud-hulLs is only 132 for the whole of Bengal. May I ask, Sir, 
whether it is sufficient? Certainly not. Then, Sir, I admit that under 
the Bengal Municipal Act, the local authorities have been empowered to 
provide stud-hulls. There is no such provision under the Local Self- 
(iovernment Act — no such provision even in the Village Self-Govem- 
ineiit Act. That is the reason why I suggest that the local authorities 
should be called upto provide stud-bulls. 

As regards the fodder crops, it is also insufficient. In the United 
Stjites of America, we have one cow jmm' acre, but in India it is very 
insufficient. In spite of this fact, the (lovernment has been allowing 
export of a heavy (juantity of fodder-crops from India to foreign (xmn- 
tries without even levying a duty on these goods 11 appears from the 
Maritim(‘ Trade BcjM>rt of Bengal that oil-seeds of the value of G crores 
of rnpe(‘s are allowed to be exported from Bengal to foreign countries. 

I would also suggest the provision of veterinary dispensaries. We 
all know the rate of mortality of cattle everywhere. It is most regret- 
table tliat in Bengal, even in (Calcutta, there is not a single veterinary 
charitable dispensary. In the mufassal it is, as ev(‘rvbody is aware, abso- 
lutely necessary that there should be vet<‘rinarv dispnsaries 
What do we find? In the whole of Bengal, the total numl)er 
of veterinary disj)ensaries is 31, and most of them are not 
charitable dis|)enHaries. It is a well-known fact that we have been get- 
ting milk of the worn-out and diseased cows. This is also one of the 
reasons why the rate of mortality st)ecially infant-mortality is so very 
heavy. What 1 would thmefore suggest is that (iovernnnuit may be 
pleased to increase the number of veterinary dispensaries. 

Then, Sir, 1 would draw attention to the indiscriminate slaughter 
of cows. Well, I have no objection to the slaughter of useless ('ows or 
bullocks, l)ut 1 beg to submit that cows are slaughtered not only for 
human consumption but also for the supjdy of hides and thus a heavy 
quantity of hides are expork^l from India to froeign (‘ountries; and 
1 have noticed that whenever the price of hides goes up, the number of 
cattle slaughtered is also increased. Therefore it appears that the number 
of cows slaughtered is proportionate to the price of hides and the 
greater the export of hides the greater the slaughter. Therefore, it 
apjiears that cows are slaughtered not only for human consumption but 
also for the supply of hides and that a heavy quantity of dried meat 
is exported from Bengal through Calcutta. As regards the export of 
hides, about S millions of them are exported from Bengal alone to the 
United States of America as well as to the United Kingxlom. I admit, 
Sir, that cows should be allowed to be slaughteied on the occasion of 
the Muhammadan festivals. 1 know that some of the poor Eurasiana 
of Calcutta eat beef and I also know that some of the poor Muhammadans 
take it, beef being cheaper than any other meat. My contention is this 



SlIPl^LY OF COW’S MILK. 


341 


1922.1 

tlmt we should take sueh steps as we eau to iucrease the supply of milk 
as well as to increase the supply of l>eef. The ihird ohjc(‘t is to develop 
agriculture. Unless and until we iiKTease the cattle, >\e sliall not be 
able to develop agriculture. There is another thing vshich stands in 
the way of improvement of cattle and that is the practii*e of pkooka 
esjwcially in Calcutta. Milch cov^s are wasted hy tlu‘ jiractn e of phooka 
by i/oolas. The Director of Agriculture in his letter No. dated the 
29th of January, 1921, sa\s*that from the agiicultuial point of vn^w, 
the matter is likely to prove di.sastrous as the slaughter of the hot bleed- 
ing (^>ws and of the (*alves leads on the supple ol jdougli cattle on 
which the whole agiicultuial industis in Bengal dcpeiuU As it is, 
good plough (‘atth‘ arc h(‘coniing more and more dithcult to obtain and 
the prices are year after year rising higher and higher. In some jiarts 
of India, it may be iKissible to partiall\ replace plougli cattle by means 
of power tractors, but this is not jHissihlc in Bengal as the holdings 
are ver\ small and the fields so irregular ami small lii si/e. This is 
the reason. Sir, that the proposed (‘ommittis* should go into the (jiicstion 
as to avoid indiscriminate .slaughter of cows and hiillocks \Mth a view to 
increasing the su]>ply of milk and witli a view to develojung agricultural 
resouiccs of the country as suggested liy the ])in‘ctor of Agru’ultine. It 
is stat(‘d that only the u.seless cow’s are slaughtenal. Though 1 am a 
Hindu I must sav that 1 have not th(‘ slightest olijection if th(‘ useless 
COW’S arc slaughtiu’cd for human consumption, hut I strongly ol)j<‘ct to the 
slaughtiM' of us(dul cows, the juamc cows, the milch-i’ows ami lh(‘ cows 
which aie useful foi hH‘cding-pui poses. It apjHnns from a rci>oi‘t that in 
the district of Mursliidahad ,igc(l cows arc not slaughtmcd. In the dis- 
trict of Jessorc and Malda, middlc-agiMl cows an* gcnmalh slaughlcn‘d. 
In the distiicl of Darpuding, th<‘ diseased and worn-out cattle arc not 
allow’ed to l>e slaughtcied. So it apjiears that in emtain districts it 
is the middle-aged cows wlin h aic slaiightci’i*d, it is the juime (’ows 
wliich arc allow(‘d to h(‘ slaiiglitm-cd Thm’i'forc, I would suggest tliat 
the coinmitt(*e sliould suhniit certain suggicstions for th(‘ considiTation 
of tlie (\^uncil so that imeh‘ss cows and bulls may lie allowi'd to lie 
slaughtered and not <he jirime cow’s or the cows that arc usid'ul as are 
l>eing done in some of the districts in Bengal. Tlnm a large numlicr of 
cow’.s art’ exported. It app(*ars fi’om the memorial which 1 liavi' alr(*ndy 
Tcfcrred t((, that the result of the incnuisc of export from India has heen 
the increas(‘ in the rise of f(M)d-stufIs. The (jiu’slion should he consi(lcr(‘d 
in that light. They aic not only (‘xported for the ymryioses of being 
slaughtered hut also foi breeding purjmses and our Govcuiiinmit bas 
been allowing them to be exported to America and othm fr^reign 
countries without even raising some money by levying an cxjiort duty. 

We have a law for the protection of w’ild animals, but no law foi 
the protection of cow’s, the most u.seful animal.s in the world. There- 
fore, I suggest that the rommittee should be authorized to make sugges- 
tions for the protection of cow’s legally. As regards the slaughter oi 
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cows, I would suppcst that the committee which would consist of Euro- 
peans and Indians, officials and non-officials, Hindus and Muhammdans, 
should fro into the matter thoroufrhly. If the question, however, is 
raised here that this ]K)int should not be referred to the committee, then 
I have no objection, but I })efr to submit that even Indian Chiefs like 
the (laekwar of Baroda, the Maharaja of Kashmirc have passed laws 
afrainst the slaufrhter of cows in their States. It may be stated that 
these two Chiefs are IliTidus, but what about the Nizam of Hyderabad. 
No cows can be slaufrhtered in his State where it is prohibited by law. 
Even the Amir of Af/]rhanistan has prohibited the slaufrhter of cows in 
his State. It appears that other jirovinces have already taken a lead 
in this matter. 1 fiiid that in the Bomliay Legislative Council in the 
y(‘ar 1920, a resolution was moved and was acceyited by the Govern- 
ment for the appointment of a committee consistiufr of officials and 
Tion-ofli(‘ials to submit a rejKirt lefrardiiifr the proti'ction of cattle. In 
the Thiited Provinces ( ouncil, a similar resolution was mo\ed and the 
Hon’bl(‘ Mr. diintamani, tii(‘ Minister, sympathised with the resolution 
and promised to f^ive it his best consideration. Then in this Council 
in 1919, our (‘st(‘emed friend, Babu Kishori Mohan (haudhuri, moved a 
resolution for the apyiointment of a (‘ommittee and I am very fiflad to 
find that the (loverniiHMit yjave sympatlM'tK* assuraiK'e thou^di 1 find 
nothin^^ has Ixmmi done as y(‘t. I think that the time h;is come when 
we should imiki' an (dfort to im])rove tlH‘ bre(‘d of (‘atth‘ and thus r(‘duce 
th(‘ infant-mortality in Ihui^^al. 

Therefori', Sir, 1 will not detain th(‘ Council anv lony^^i'’’, but I will 
submit that this is a very serious and a vital (iU(‘stion Apart from 
the (|uestion of slau<j:hter, ujX)!! which 1 do not insist that tlu' com- 
mittee should make any sufr^^estion, I will submit that a committee 
should at once be a])point(‘d and arrive at a yiractical su^^y^:estion for the 
consideration of the Coumdl in this re8|>ect. 1 ho]>e and trust that this 
resolution will b(‘ accejded. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; T had the honour 
to put forward a resolution of the kind last v^ar, but on account of my 
absenc(‘ from the (hiuncil it lapsed. 1 thou^dit ov(‘r the subject once 
a^^ain, and wIkmi 1 saw my fihuid, Mr. Addy, coniine^ forward with a 
resolution of this kind, 1 felt it my duty to support it. Mr. Addy 
has taken a broad and liberal view of the whole (piestion. He has, 
however, also suyr^^ested a remedy, but he has fortrotten to state to the 
(Council that then* is an imyiortant remedy, viz., the establishment of 
dairy farms. In my cajiacity as a public citizen of a nei^dibouring’ 
town, T thouyjht it neci'ssary that if we could siu'ceed to establish dairy 
farims, thev would be of .some yjroml and .so I started one such on commer- 
cial lines following the |H)li(‘v that was adopted in Bombay. In Bom- 
bay a dairy farm was established bv a few leading men on a capital of 
two croies of rujiees and my information is that its concern is a success- 
ful one, To my lot the dairy farm, which! had the honour and pleasure 
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to start, did not succeed. I had, therefore, the oj)iK)trunity of knowiiif? 
the views of Government on the subject and 1 was told that Govermuent 
had taken it up in rip:ht earnest and that there was the su^^i^estion too 
of a legislation on the subject, but it was confined to (\il(‘utta only. 
It is necessary, therefore, to ask the Government to ('onsider the sub- 
ject throu|B:h a committee as has been su|i:pested by Mr. A(l(l>. As 
regards the apj^dling nature of infantib»-mortalit\ , I beg to submit 
that I brought it to the notice of the Minister of Local Self-(iovernment 
and I got a symj)atLetic reply to it. I brought forward facts and figures 
to establish that the infantile-mortality was an ap])alling oiuv He was, 
however, kind enough to supply me with otluu* figures winch would 
show that the mortality was more appalling. 1 do not know as yet 
what steps the Hon’ble the ilinister has taken on the subpM t, hut 1 know 
that he is keen about it and he must have taken steps in order to reduce 
the mortality which is pr(‘\ab‘nt in the Province'. Mr. Addy has 
referred to the facts and figures on comj>arative lines to show the 
mortality in Great IL'itain, in Japan, in New Zealand and other jdaces. 

1 am not now very much concerned witli the mortality in otlu'i coun- 
tries, but I am concerned with a comparative view of tin' iniantih'- 
mortalitv with n'g.'ird to tin' |)rovinces of India. 1 can say this empha- 
tically that the infant-mortality is due to the non-su])j>l> of jiure milk 
Some investigation is, therefore, necessary for the j>ur)>ose of satisfy- 
ing the jmblic that strong efforts havt' Ihm'Ii imnh' by Goveriinn'iit in tins 
connection. 

Peference has l>een made to the want of grazing grounds oi pasturi'- 
lands. If Mr. Addy \Nould have taken a not(‘ of tin' niimlu'r oi glazing 
grounds, he would have Ihh'Ii satisfied tlmt the number oi grazing 
grounds in different ]>arts of this jmovince is thus: Hurdwaii 
Bankura 72,017, Biibhum 2,94,000, Midna])oie 1,4S,000, llooghlv 
10,859, Howrah 8,(iSS, 24-1’arganas 20,592 and so on. The difficulty 
as to the jiasture-grounds is very great. Tlu'se ]>aslure giounds or 
grazing grounds have been gradually encroai ln'd u]>on and ahsoilns] by 
the raiyats and zamindars. Therefore, it is necessary to iinjuire about 
the condition of the pasture grounds and Mr. Addy rightl> suggests 
that that should be the sco]>('‘ of the committeebs imiuiry. I (juite agree 
w'ith his views. 

As regards the slaughter of kine, 1 have one .suggestion to make. I 
can submit to the Gouncil that attc'mpts have been made by Ldh lilx'ral- 
minded Hindus and Muhammadans on the subject and refen'iici' was 
made by public b(Mlie.s to the Magistrate of the district wlu're I have 
the honour to leside, but the difficulty arose on account of no ]>ro\ision 
being made in the Bengal Municijial Act on the jHiint, nor do we find 
this provision in the District Board Act or in the village Act. Ifence 
some difficulty was experienced by tho.se who were in charge of the 
administration of these public bodies and I submit for the eonsnh'ra- 
tion of the Council that when the amendment of the Bengal Muni(‘'pal^ 
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Art and the Local Self-Ooverument Act would be taken up, thin point 
may kindly he taken into consideration. But so far as I am concerned, 
I must look to the feedings of both classes (d the community, viz., the 
Hindus and the Muliammadans and, therefore, the ste})s that 1 took in 
the matter wen* a])])roved of by those who were interested in it. This 
sym})athy led th(*se two communities to work together harmoniously and 
we find tlu-n* has been, so far as 1 know, less slau^diter of kine in the 
sev(‘ral districts where I liave the honour to WTuk. Mr. Addy has asked 
tin* (!(mncil to in(|Uire about this matter. 1 do not like to detain the 
House any l()n^^(*r, as 1 have not ^»*ot anytliin^ more to say at present. 
But liaviri^*’ studi(‘d tin* subject carefully, having]: ^*one.throun:h the Ap^-i- 
cultiiral Reports, havin^^ worked with my Muhammadan brethren with 
h(*ai't and soul in man\ jdaees, knowin}.^ as T do the fe(*linps, the wants 
and ditliculties of the a^-ricultural communit\, I whol(*-heart(*dly welcome 
this r(‘solution. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADASSUR HUSSAIN: I to oppose the 
motion of Babu Amulya Dhom* Addy toi tin* ajijKuntment of a i‘om- 
mitt(‘e as jirojiosed \)\ him. IN'iliajis it is known to the Council that 
Mr. Add\ is a nn*mb(‘r of tin* Calcutta (\)r|)oration. There he moved 
a n*solution to stop tin* slau«»hter of cows, and he succet*ded in p:(‘ttine’ 
the same pass(*d, notwithstanding* the warnin^^ of tin* Chairman ot the 
Corjxuatlon that su<*h a measun* is ultra virrs and a^rainst the ]k)1ic\ of 
law The ('ouncil may also remembei* that tin* mo\(*r t^*a\e a notice of 
a smiilai n'solutioii piohibitin^* the slau^iiti'i of rows in tins vi'rv (\uin- 
cil, but lortunatt'ly this ri'solution was disallow (*d by the (Toveinment 
for obvious r(*asons. I Ix*^'* to jxuiit out that (his n'solution ot tin* 
(Calcutta Corporation which w’as fathered b\ Mr. Addy has created a 
^'■(xxl deal ot mischn‘f, consternation and af^itation. It has also ^nven 
rist* to a ^xood d(*al of tension of t(‘(*lin^^s, and fuel ion b(*lw(*en Hindu 
and Mussalmans where none exist(*d befon*. It has also cieated ])re- 
c(*dents for other local bodies to follow. As for exam]de, the Burdwan 
Munici])alit\ has ])ass(*d a similar resolution umb*r simitar circumstances. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR BAY; Mav 1 rise to a point of 
order? What motion are we discussinij? The motion of Mr Aildy 
in this ('ouncil or bis motion in the (^alcutta Corporation? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: The member is referring to the 
motion referred to by Mr. Addy. I think be is relevant. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN; Burdwan MunU 
(*i})ality has jiassed a similar residution under similar circumstances 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT; The present resolution is that a com^ 
mittee be ap]>oinied to consider what stej^s should be taken for increas- 
.inp tlie sujiply of pure cowl's milk, and for developing agriculture 
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Bengal. So 1 do not think you ouglit to dilate much u])on the resolu- 
tion in the Calcutta Corixuation or the attitude of the Burdwaii Munici- 
pality with reference to the slaughter of cow.s. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADASSUf) HUSSAIN: What 1 mean to 
say, 8ir, is that the suhstanee of the resolutions is the same. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDEViT: Mr Adclv roferrefl lint slie:htl\ to 
the slaughter of cows in liis speech, so you m'ed not dwell on tiiat as|>('ct 
of the question. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: On the contrary 1 adv(,cal«‘d the 
slaufrhter of cows. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADASSUR HUS8AIH; I have already told 
th(‘ (\)uncil that Italni Amulya Dhone Addy <^ave notici* of niovini^- a 
resolution jirohihitin^'- slaughter of cows in this (Vmncil, luit his idiji'cts 
wiM*e frustrated as th(' (lovmainieiit disallowed the riLsoliitioii for reasons 
which I have siihinittisl before this Oouncil. He has not lost coiirap‘, 
and \Nith tin* same ohjfM’t in Mew 1 h‘ has hron^dit this n'soliitioii under 
the ^niis(‘ oi a ]>ro]H)sal for the a]>j>ointnient of a committf'e for takin^j’ 
ste])s to imivase cow’s niilk-suj)pl\ and aJ^nmaillure. Thou^di he is 
ch‘\(U‘ enough to coiicfail his iutler jull with ^»*old coatiii;^. thi' coatinjif 
IS tiaiispareiit (Mioii^di to warn an\ siMisilde man I s(‘e in this nasolii- 
tioii tliat h(‘ has indirectly ])ro}>o.s(‘d to sto]) slau^diter of cows as Ik' 
means to assi'rt that this imMsun* will im'rease th(‘ supply of cow’s 
milk and impro\(‘ acri nailturf*. Tin* move] possibly thinks that if he 
can induct* the (’oumil to fret a committee aj>])ointed, lh(‘n then* will 
be a maioi’ity of Hindus in tin* committi't* and he will ^t*t it d(*cMled by 
tin* commit t(*e, that j)rev(‘T)tion of fin* .slau<rhter of (*ow’s is necessary 
in order to increase the sup])ly of cow’’s milk and a^'ricultun*. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY; May I a^min iis( to a 
jxiint of ordei ? Is tin* membei talking*' on tin* rt'sidution befoi'i* tin* 
House? What In* is sa\in^^ about the majority of Hindus in the com- 
mittee does not at all aj)]H*ar in it 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADAS8UR HU88AIN: That tin intent ion 

of the mov(‘r is to iirevent slau^'hlei of cows is (*videiit from tin* w’ord- 
in^ of his I'esoliition as also from his jirevious conduct. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Ts ilm member in otder in (‘ritici- 
sin^^ my conduct. Sir? 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN; I simiily mean his 
action. 
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The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; How can you make an attack upon 
tlic j)rcvi(>iis conduct of a member. You nhould withdraw that objec- 
tioiialde exj)ression. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HUSSAIN: I withdraw it if it 
iH iakeii ol)jection to. 

I wish to draw the attention of the Council to the wording “ he 
wishes to increase the HUj)ply of pure cow’s milk ” and not milk. He 
will not 1 k‘ satisfied if the supply of buffalo’s milk or any other milk 
is incr(‘as(Hl. His coatirif^ is t(K> transj)arent to deceive anybody. 
Th(‘rcfor(‘, it is (julte clear that the object of Mr. Addy in movin^^ the 
resolution is to prevent slauf^hter of (‘ows. This very same resolution 
was disallowed by His Excellency the (jovernor and this resolution 
W'cnild have met tlu^ sam(‘ fate, but for the fact that the mover has 
couched it in a different lanpuaf:;'e. This jesolution is based upon sen- 
tinuMit and md u])on reason. If as a Ruishnab, his sentiment leads him 
to move the resolution as a i)ubli(‘ man he should have considered that 
the non-Raisliriabs have also their sentiment. The fe(‘linf:?‘s of the Muham- 
madans and otluM’s will be hurt Is the s(‘ntiment of GO or 70 iM‘r cent, 
of th(* ])opulation nothiiifi: and no c(msideraiion should be sliowii to 
them? Is the sentiimuit of a few handful of ])ersons who are in ]H>wer 
everythinj»*? Slaii^diter of cows has absolutely no connection (with 
the iniiu'ovement of aj^naculture and su])])ly of milk. Sir, Denmark, 
]r(dand, Holland, Hnited States, Australia, New Zealand are the 
g’l’catest milk-])roducin^^ as well as a^n’icultui'al count ri(‘s, yet they 
slau^’hter cows and are notorious (.sue) betd-eaters. The thin<^ is that 
ev(‘ry reasonable man* be he a beef-eater or not, is guided by his 
sense of (‘commiy. No man kills a valuabb' cow’ foi^ busl. Well, flu* 
deterioration of cattle is due to want of pasture lands and fodder. The 
pasture lands of Renj^ml hav(‘ Ihhmi fjfradually encroached u])on, and 
cultivated and t.h(‘ cow’s are ^ettin^: emaciattsl by thousands, and wdien 
they become useless th(‘y are slauj>:htered. Biahmins, Raidayas Kais- 
thas and Ranias sell such U'^eless cow’s to cattle dealers who also some- 
tim(‘s do the business of butchers. 1 have seen this w’ith my own eyes. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: T must protest appainst 
his statc'inent that Rrahmins sell their cows for slaughter. Can 
he prove it ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble meml)t‘r should not 
show his teiufvr. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; Is the matter at all rele- 
vant, Sir? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: When he says that he has been wdth 
his OW’D eyes Bi*ahmins selllnpf cow’s to butchers, I eanot object to that 
" statement. 
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Maulvi MAHAMMED MADA8SUR HUSSAIN: Thereforo, want of 
fodder and j)asture has led to the deterioration of inilk-suj>ply. AVho are 
resixmsihle for this disai>iH‘aranee of i)asturey 1 say deliberately it is 
the landlords, lor they have let out the pasture land. It is they, there- 
fore, who are the root cause for the deterioration of milk-su])i>ly and 
killing of a lar^e number of cattle. Committees are useless. \\ hat 
will the committees do? They cannot convert the arable lands into 
pasture lands. They caiinof prevent the sale of emaciated and useless 
cows to the but('heis. Well, if you like to imj>ri»ve the milk-sup])l\ , 
approach your zamindars foi the purjiose of creating pasture lands. It 
is no p(K)d apiKiintin^^ committees. 

With these few ob.servations, 1 beji: to opjHise the resolution. 

Mr. SYED NASIM ALI: I rl.se to oj)ju>se the resolution of Pabu 
Amulya Dhone Addy. It is a ]M\ that this resolution has brou^dit 
about so much heat in the Coum il. The very ar^niments whi(‘h Mr. 
Addv has advanced would rather |jfo to show that the resolution, il 
carried into effect, would practicall\ yield no piod to the countr\. We 
ai‘e (jUitt' prepari'd to pass a resolution which would really li(*lp in tin* 
increase of nnlk-supply in the jirovince, but at ihi‘ .same tiim^ we must 
consider as to wlndlier by j>assinj: a particular lesolution \\t‘ do more 
f,Mod or caus(' ^n’caiiu’ mischi(‘f to the interests of the count ly as a 
whole. Mr. Adil\ has jKunted out by facts and fi^niivs that the siii>pl\ 
of pure milk is ^•radually decreasln^^ that the nunib(U of catth' also is 
dec^‘aslIl^^ and that tin* j>iice of milk is ^naduall\ incivasin^^' la*! us 
assume, for the sake of ar^niment, that his data ah* coiH‘ct, and tliat 
his juvmi.scs are bas(‘d on tacts and fi^nire.s— -althou^di 1 ha\i‘ ^n(‘ai doubt 
as to the correctn(‘ss of the statement that tin* numbei of cattle is decivas- 
in<,^ I(oW(*V(‘r, ltd nu* assume, for the sake of ai^‘unn‘nt. that it is so. 
But still what art* tin* rt'ineditvsy Mr. Adtl\ has su}^‘^’’est(*d sonn*, and 
from the a^-ricultural jxdicy of the pres(*nt (io\ernment, I am tpiitt* 
confidt*nt that everythin^^ mIiicIi the mover has su;,^^'-(‘sted has aln*adv 
been piven eftVtd to by the TItm’ble the Minister in char^n*. Tht* only 
tiling that the ITon’bh* tin* Minister has iitit bt*t*n abh* to tlo is the out' 
remedy sufr^'*ested by him, namely, the prevention tif slaiij^diter td (‘ows. 
One of his arj^umeiits was that if we want the iiicreast* of milk-siijiply , we 
must increa.se the numlH*r of stinkbiills. 1 think the llon’ble tin* 
Mini.ster in charjre of A^n-icultuie will be (piitc ^dad to increasi* 
their numbers to the extent to which the mover \\antH, ])r()\ided Mr. 
Addy would vote for the nece.ssary money, so that from what T havi* 
been able to gather from the jxdicv of the Ifon’bh* the Minister for 
Agriculture, I know that he has a symimthy for a ^^‘nuine a^dtation 
which would really result in the increa.se of milk-su])i)ly. 

As regards the (juestion of yiasture grounds, if 1 remember aright, 
there was a resolution brought forward in this Council hu- im:reasing 
the pasture grounds. The Hon’ble the Minister said : I have no objec- 
tion; give me the money io acquire land, and T hope there will be no 
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diffi(?iilty.” 1 may take it that in the next budpfet grant, the members 
ot this Council would vote sufficient money for the acquisition of land 
which may l)e used as i)aHture ground. I also app>eal to Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Ray to carve out a portion of his zamindari so that it 
may l)e used as pasture gi-ound for the cattle of his tenants, and the 
question would he easily solved. Government, I think, would he (juite 
pre]>ared to acce])! a suggestion of this nature, piovideil sufficient funds 
were forthcoming and provided also the' landed aristocracy of the 
province, who profe.ss to take so much interest in the matter, took the 
trouble of giving away some portion at least of tlie land in their vast 
zaniindaii, so that the iw)or cuttle may have some sort of fwlder. 

Then, as regards the Veterinary Department or veterinary help, it 
is th(^ well-known indicy of the juvsent Government to help or rather 
to giv(‘ (‘llect to this policy as much as |K)ssil)le. It is a tiansfened 
subject: vote money, bring forward resolutions, carry them and then 
the lIonT)l(‘ the Ministiu* would m^t object to give effect to them. 

Then, as regaids the establishment oi dairy farms. 1 think Govtun- 
ment have already taken up this matter. In tact the Ilon’hle the Minister 
in charg(‘ is trying his level best to carry the scheme into effect. 
Ther(do]e, all the suggestions ot the nio\ei have been alieady given 
etlect to liy tin* Uori’ble tlu‘ Minlst(‘i excepting, as 1 ha\e abcadv said, 
the one that the slaughter of cows should be sto])p(‘d or j)revented as 
much as ]>ossible. I would ask Mr. Addv to (‘onsiihu' this (|uestion, 
and I would ap|H‘al to him also to coiisidiu' whethei this ri'solution would 
r(*all\ do any good to tin* c(miitry as a whoh* oi whether it might Ix' 
interpret(‘d to imun that theie uas an indirect attem])t to prevent the 
slaughter ot cows Kven if that interjiretal ion is ])ut upon the reso- 
lution, suspicion ma\ arise in tlie minds of Muhammadans, and I 
think this is not the fit time when such question should be agitated 
Uj>on in the Gouncil in ord(‘r to creat(‘ a sjdit lietwemi the two 
communiti(‘s. Oui friends outside the ('ouncil are tr\ing to solve 
this qu(‘stion without legislation. It is a (|Uestioii of give and 
take. Please do not tr\ to create a sjilit on ridigious grounds. 
Ther(dore. what 1 ask the mover to consider is this: he has sug- 
gested certain remedies; the\ have all been given effect to by 
the TIoriTde the Minister in charge of Agriculturi' ; the only thing that 
remains is the juvvention of the slaughtei ot cows. That is a very 
debatable (luestion, and 1 do not know how fai- this roumdl has any 
juilsdiction over the matter, be(‘ause, if I remember aright there is a 
section in tlie Government of India Act wlierein ij has been laid down 
that His Kx(‘ellency has got the power to reject any motion which 
may in an\ wuiy interfere with the religious fe(dings of any particular 
community. Tt may not be the intention of Mr. Addy to suggest such 
things to the cmnmittee, but I heard him say, if I remember aright, 
that this question should also be considered by the committee w'hich 
W proposes. Therefore, it is quite clear that his intention is that this 
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question also should be considered by the committee, but whether tliev 
would BUp|X)rt it or not is a ditferent matter. The very fact that the 
matter is going to Ik? agitate<l ii|H)n before a lommittee or an attempt 
will Ik* made to jirevent the slaughter oi cow.s— this very idea — ^^ould 
ruin the cause of the Hindu-Moslem unity. 1 therefore say that in- 
stead of helping and making the lleforms a success, they would ruin 
them. 

Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 am very sorr\ to hear the 
sjKTches of th(‘ last tw'o sjxokers on the subject. They made a mess 
of tlie w’hole thing; juidiably tliev did not gra>p tln‘ thing at all. I 
am inueh pleast'd to set' my fnt'iid, llabu Amul\a Dhont' Adds, inovt' this 
resolution Indore the Ilouse. On the last ot‘casion— it was in if 

I remembei ariglit — ! movt'd a rt'solution to tlu' saint' efl’(‘ct tor the 
improvt'iiient of cattle, and I am \er\ j^h'ased to say that the lloiist' 
ac(‘e])ted my I'esohition ; but it is a great pity to note that Uj) tt) now nothing 
has been done to give effect to it. May 1 ask, Sii, is it oi no inijHiri- 
ance? I do not want to take uj) much time of tlu' Uouncil M> friend, 
Babu Aniulya Dhone Add\ , has alieady made a full .statement of tin* 
facts befoie tlu' House As U'gaids the desirabilit\ of this re, solution, 

I do not think then' i.s an\ doubt ; for scarcit\ of ])ur(' milk is felt e\ery- 
wheie, and 1 sinc('r('l\ liojK* that Oovi'niment will take I'arni'st stejis 
to increase the suppl\ of puiv milk which is es.st'iitial to the needs of 
liuiiian In'ings, ('.sp(*ciall\ Indians I think it will not bt' out ot place to 
mention heit' that all the available jiastuie land is taken o\('i b\ (iovein- 
ment, pinati' zamindais, joinhu^ and jirivati' concerns for some oihi*r 
]»uipos(',s. W(' should not toleiate tlu'si' an\ iiiort'. It \ou want to find 
out a means to ensure the sup])I\ of juire milk and to give effect to the 
resolution ol Mr. Add\, 1 think it is ^eI\ desirable that a coniniitti'i' 
should lu' ajiliointed and it should take jiaiticular can' to find out suit- 
able grazing gi minds for the cattle, whicli is oik* of tin' iMincijial jHiints 
in coiiiK'ctioTi wdth this resolution. 

1 stroiiglv sup^Kut the resolution ol my frU'iid, Babu Aniulya Dhone 
Addy. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahatfur; From the ])oiiit of view of the Agricultural Di'jrtiri- 
ment the problem of increasing th(‘ .supply of pun* cow ’s milk in Ih'iigal 
depends chiefly on improving the breed of catth* and tlu'n'by iiicieas- 
ing the milk-yielding caimcity of the cow’s. Owing partly to ( liinatic 
and partly to economic causes, the condition of tin* cattle in B(*ngal is 
admittedly unsatisfactory and the milk-yielding capacity of tin* Bmigal 
cows is low. 

The Rangpur cattle farm w’as started in and the Ooveinment 
is there attempting to improve the brtM*d of c-attle in two diffen'iii ways, 
namely, by a process of selection from amongst the indigenous cattle. 
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and by cross-breedinpf. The herd is divided into two sections. In one 
section, selected local cows breed from a Hissar bull, and in the other 
from the best local bulls available. The milk yield of each cow is care- 
fully recorded and those which (i^lve a low yield are eliminated from the 
herd. Several generations will have to be bred l)efore definite results 
can be obtained, but at present the half-bred Ilissar herd show distinct 
siffijs of superiority over the local breed. Meanwhile, bulls of the best 
available tyjK* are bein^ sent to all the a^ijiicultural farms. At the 
same time the Af»*ricultural Dejiartment is studyin^^ the iiroblem of fodder 
croj)s. If a fifood breed of cattle is to be produced and the milkin^^ capa- 
city of the cows maintained at the highest level, an improvement in the 
present metlKwl of feeding cattle is essential; and in a country like 
Bengal, where all suitable land is brought under cultivation, the intro- 
duction of fodder crops is the only method of effecting this. The Agri- 
cultural I)ei>artment are thus giving their attention to the two funda- 
mental jnoblems on which the increase of the inilk-sui)]>ly dejiends, and 
1 do not think that a committee of the kind i)ro]H)sed could give them 
any ])raclical assistance. As regards the (’o-ojHnative ])e])artinent, 1 
need only mention the Milk Union which has been started in the Bara- 
sat sulnlivision. If this becomes an established success, every effort will 
be made to extend this form of co-ojxu'ative activity. 

As regards the second (jiiestion, which the niov(‘r }HO[)()ses that the 
committee should consider, namely, what steps should be taken for 
develojmig agriculture in Bengal, I doubt if he has lealised the magni- 
tude of the subject. The committee would liave to examine and consider 
every branch of the activities of the Agiiruiltural Department. In 
doing so tliey would have to rely mainly on the advice of the officers 
of the department. This advice is already available to (iov<>rnment 
and 1 think I may say that the Director of Agricultui{‘ is well aware of 
the lines on which he should j>roce<‘d with a view to the development of 
agriculture. In op}K)sing a committee of the kind suggested, I do 
not wish to dist^irage the value of noij-offi(‘ial advice, f)!! the contrary, 

] am fully conscious of the advantages of having our experts’ sdienies 
scrutinized by practical, commonsen.se men, with jiersonal knowledge 
of the ('ultivators’ needs. But I would remind the (/ouiicil that the 
Director ot Agriculture already has the advice and assistance of a body 
largely composed of non-officials— 1 mean the Bengal Jtoard of Agri- 
culture. Uormerly, the Board consisted of officials only, but I have 
recently leorganised it and appointed to it a large non-official element. 
Then there is the Standing Committee of this Council for the dej)art- 
ment of Agriculture. All the new schemes of the Agricultural Dejrart- 
ment are examined by that committee on which there are 4 elected 
members of this Coumdl. If a committee of the kind projmsed in the 
resolution is also ai)j)ointed, it will to some extent usurp the functions 
of these two bodies, its advice may even be in conflict with theirs and 
certainly it will lead to delay and waste of time. A multiplicity of 
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advisers is always a danger. Further, 1 must remind the (\)uiu*il of 
another drawback to a multiplicity of committees. Our officers have 
their duties to perform and constant attendance at meetings of com- 
mittees is a serious encroachment on the time available tor these duties. , 
In the present case, 1 am afraid that the practii’al results of the ]>ro}H)sed 
committee’s labours would not be commensurate with the time and 
enerf];y w'hich w'ould lie s]>ent on them. 1 can assure the (\nincil that 
the Director of A^^riculture re(‘o^nises the value ot tlie ailvice whicli 
he receives from the Board of A^^nculture and the Standin^^ ('ommittee 
and I am sure that if he is ^iven sufficient staft and suiliiient inone) , 
he will with their assistance, do all that is jiossible for the development 
of a^^riculture in Bmi^ml. 1 therefore liojie that the Oouncil will a^ree 
with me in thinkin^^ that a s]H‘cial committee of the kind projMisiMl in the 
resolution will serve no useiul ]nii])ose, and that it shoulil be left to 
the Board of Af^riciilture and the Agricultural Standing ('oniinitiee, to 
advise the Direidor of Agrii’ulture and myself on the jHilicy ot the 
Dejiartment. 

1 may point out that the mover himself has given no a»h‘iiuate reason 
for appointing yet another committee. He has dealt gmimally vsith 
the cattle ([uestion, but has not indicated how a cominittta' can lu‘lp 
us. He has made a number of suggestions, not one of which is so 
novel or far-r(*aching that it is necessary to ])lace it lud'oie a lommittee. 
On those giounds, 1 ojipose this resolution. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am soir\ that the Iliin’Iile ilu' 
Iilinister in (‘harge has ojiposed my resolution, and ! am moie sorry for 
the attitmh' which has Ihmoi taken b\ some of m\ Muhammadan ctd- 
leagues in this Council. I have moved my U‘soliition not uith a vi(‘W 
to stopMh(‘ slaughter of cows, but wdth a view to inci'ease the su]>j)ly 
of milk and to encourage the (b‘velopim*nt ot agrn ultuic* in Bengal, 
The sugg(‘stions which 1 make foi the consnleiation ol the committee 
are to incnaise the ar(‘a of jiastun* grounds, the numb(‘r ol stud-bulls, 
the numbei of vetei inary disjH*nsarie.s in the mulassal, to prohibit the 
exjHirt of cattle fiom India to foreign countries and n‘striet the e.\'jM>rt 
of fodder. 

A member has .said that at a meeting of the (hilcutta (’orjioration I 
rai.sed my voice against the slaughter of cows. On the contrary, as I 
liave already said, 1 have not the slightest objia tion to the slaughter 
of useless cows and bullocks. One of m\ friends has stat^al that I have 
not mentioned buffalo’s milk. The reason is that 1 have raised this 
question with a view to reduce infant-mortality. It is the cow’s milk 
that is u.sed by infants and not buffalo’s milk; and with that objmt I 
have inserted the words “ pure cow’’s milk ” in my resolution. 

My Muhammadan friend has stated that it will affect the sentiments 
of my Muhammadan brethren. If it had been so, 1 would have with- 
drawn my resolution. I find that the rate of infant-mortality amongst 
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the Mulianimadaiis inucJi higher than that amongst the Ilindus, and 
that the number of Muhammadans inleiested directly or indirectly in 
agriculture is much liigher than that of Ilindus. It is with a view to 
improving the lot of my Muhammadan hjethren that I have moved this 
resolution. They are really killing themselves. The* rato of iniant- 
morialiiy amonpst tlomi, as 1 have already said, is much higher than 
it is amongst tin* Hindus. Fven in regard to the supply of milk it 
will seive theii jiurpose as it will also iiKiease the supjdy ol heef; and 
unless we increase the number of cattle how can we increase tlie supply 
of he(‘i 

Then, it has been said that with a view to increase the area of ])asture 
lands the /amindars should he ap]>ealed to. What I heg to submit is 
that it IS the duty of the local authorities, and of the (loveriiment to 
do so. Hut as thei(‘ is no ]>rovision in th(‘ Local Self-(fovernment Act, 
1 have suggest(‘d that we should rider th(‘ whole (iiiestion to a ('ommiitee 
for coiisidmation. It has been stat(*d that (Lyviunment have takmi the 
iK'cessarv steps. Hut may I ask what stejis have bium taken? 1 have 
already diaw’ii attention to th(‘ faid that the number ol stud-bulls is 
only 132 in th(‘ whole of Heiigal, and that is ih(‘ reason why I have 
submit Iml that (ioveinnumt hav(‘ tjikeii no ste])s, oi’ the ste]>s they ought 
to have takmi. It is, thmidoie, nec(‘ssai) to a]i]K)iiit a eommittee con- 
sisting of exjieits of (io\ernm(mt, ol some Muhammadans, of some 
]^uro|>eaiis, to go through tin* (luestioii and maki' jiractical suggestions 
foi' the consideration of (ioNmiinuMit as well as of this Council. Have 
any steps bc'en taken by (ioMunmeiit to pK'vent the (‘Xpmt ol cattle from 
Ibmgal to fortdgn couiitnes? No; nothing of tlu^ kind, (lovernment 
say that th(*\ have full s\m])athy with this objmt. What have (jovern- 
Tiumt dont'*'' The\ ha\(‘ dom‘ nothing (Loeimm'nt ai(‘ indeed resjxin- 
sibh' for the heav\ infant-mortality. 1 may say that I have not the 
slightest obj(‘ction to liaMiig a Muhammadan majority on the com- 
mit tin*, lieiause it ap]M‘ars to me that they are moiv interested in the 
matt(‘]' than their Tliiidu bndhren. These are the reasons wli\ w^e should 
ajipoiiit a eommittee with a view to increase the su})])ly ol jiure eow^Cs 
milk. 

The motion w’as then ]>ut and a. division taken, with the following 
result : — 

AYES. 


Mdy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Banerjoe, Ral Bahadur Atlnash Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

BhattaoharJI, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Bote, Mr. B. M. 

Chaudhurl, Babu KIshorl Mohan. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Harendra Nath. 

Oai, Babu Bhlihmadev. 

Oas Cupti, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chantfra. 
De, Babu Fanindralal. 


Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

MItra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Moltra, Or. Jatindra Nath. 

MuKharjl, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 
Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhone. 

Mukherjl, Professor 6. C. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ralkat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojendra KIshor 
Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha NilB. 
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Rtoy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

RoYi Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. BIjoyprosad Sinah. 


Ahmod, Khan Bahadur Maulvl EmaduddTn. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur MauivI Wasimuddfn. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

All, Mr. Syed Erfan. 

All, Mr. Syed Nasim. 

Bancrjea, the Han'bic Sir Surendra Nath. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Hon'bic the Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

French, Mr. F. C. 

Goode, Mr. S. W. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Hindley, Mr. C. 0. M. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 


I Roy, Ral Bahadur Latit Mohan Singh. 
; Roy, Raja Manlloll Slogh. 

Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. 


NOES. 

Hussain, Maulvl Mahammed Madassur. 
Kerr, the Hon'ble Sir John. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

) Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdaran, 
the Hon'ble the. 
i Makramall, Munshl. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

I MItter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 

: Nakcy, Mirza Muhammad All. 
j Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd*ur 
• Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

I Roy, Mr. J. N. 

I Spry, Mr. H. E. 

! Stephenson, the Hon'bic Mr. H. L. 

' Suhrawardy, Dr. M 
I Suhrawardy, Or. Hassan. 

, Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

I Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

I Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ik‘ 11)”' 'Jl and the Noos ,‘{(1. (lie iiioliDii was lost. 


Deputy*President*s speech. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The (\niii( il w ill i(‘na'inl)(*r that (he 
()tli(M {la\ a motion 1)\ Shah S\(m 1 Kmdadul llai] to aiimnil th(‘ Stand- 
ing' ( )i (l(‘r> WON ndmrod to a Sidcct ConniiittiT uiidm snctioii 1 ( 10 . 1 have 

(h*('id(*d that it would he eonxiniHMit il' (hm eonimitt(‘(‘ was 1’oi'nu‘d in 
Mo\enih(‘i hcdoie the Novmnhei Session and sti'ps will Ih‘ taken 
aeeoi’din^l V. 

1 am (l<'>iied h\ the Le^'isla(iv(‘ DejMU’tmeiit to say that nKMiilun's ar(‘ 
not leturnin^' tlimi eoiieeted sjHMM ln‘s w'lth their imual prom|»tn(*Hs. 

Till' Legislative Deparlmeiit will not he aide to wait in this matter, 
as it will dela\ the issue ol the p^oeei‘llill^^s ! ho|H‘ meiriheis will 
kindly h(‘ai this tact in mind. 

] would lemiiid memhi'is ot the informal matter re^ardinj^^ tin* 
Retremhment Committei*. J ho|M' it will he lonvenient for tlu' non- 
official memheis to meet here on Tliuisda) at 2 o'clock. We can then 
discuss some ol the matters. 


Adjournment. 

The ('oiineil w’as then adjourned till Wednesday . thi' dHth August 
1922, at rj V M. at the Town Uall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Coiinril met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wcdnenday, the 30th August, 1922, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The l)e])uty-rre8ident in the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 93 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Copyists and typists employed in mufassal courts. 

aXIX. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state whether blotting paper, ink, thread, pa|)er, ribbon and carbon 
paj>ers are supplied to the typists and copyists of the civil, criminal and 
revenue courts of Bengali 

(M If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for this? 

(c) Jf the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, Mill the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state tlie names of the districts and offices Mherein 
these or any of them are supplied? 

{(1) Are the typists and copyists regarded as Government servants or 
officers in the employ of Government? 

(c) Is it a fact that no part of the expedition fees and court-fees for 
certified cojiies is paid to the copyists and typists? 

(/) If so, M'ill the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason 
for this? 

{(}) Is it a fact that copyists are paid half of the copying charges 
levied for copies of maps and two-thirds of the said charges levied for 
copies of other papers? 

(h) If so, M’ill the Hou’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for such differentiation? 

(t) What steps, if any, are being t^iken to improve the prospects and 
status of the copyists and typists in civil, criminal and revenue courts? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) Typists are not supplied with typewriting acces- 
sories. The practice of supjJying copyists and typist^i with blotting 
paper, ink, thread and paper is not uniform in all districts, 
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(h) As typists use their own nmehines and are paid by piece-work 
they have to provide their own ribbon and carbon paper. 

(r) The information is not available but inijuiries will be made if 
required. 

(rf) They are considered as ministerial officers not belonging to the 
permanent establishment. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) No extra work is put on the copyists, Inii the preparation of 
ordinary copies is delayed in favour of copies reipiired with expedition 
fee. 

iff) Yes. 

{Ii) The pri(‘e of tracing cloth which is supplied by (Government for 
copying maps is taken into consideration. 

(?) The member is referred to the answers given to Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed, Shah Syed Emdadul lla(i and Maulvi Shah 
Abdur Bauf at this Session of the (’ouncil. 

Pabna Water works. 

aXX. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge ot the Depaitment of the Local Self-dovernment be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the (Jovernment have made a 
grant ot Hs. 10 , ()()() to the Pabna Municijiality in the su])j)lementary 
budget to make ex])eiiments regarding the Pabna water works sidieme on 
the boi’ing system ? 

{h} Is the Ilon’ble the Minister aware that the erosion of tlie r)\er 
Padma has already commenc(‘d all along the village of Hamchandrapur 
situatiMl 111 AVaid No. IV of th(‘ Ihibiia Municijiality and that a 
portion of the jnirra mosipie has gone down in the river witliin th(‘ last 
few daysy 

(r) Are the (jovernmeiit considering the desirability of postponing for 
the present the present boring experiment at Pabna until thf‘ fate of th(‘ 
tow'n is assured from erosion and of s|)ending the amount san(*tion(‘d for 
the boring ex|)crimeiit towards saving the attacked portion of the 
munieijial area of Ward No. IV? 

(d) Will the Hon’lile the Minister be pleased to state whether in 
sanctioning the money for the boring experiment at Pabna they 
considered the question of the probable fate of that towui by erosion? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea); (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The Minister after consulting the Public Works Department is 
of opinion that it is not desirable to postpone the work on these grounds. 
{d) The point was not specially considered, 
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Whipping of political prisoners in Barieal Jail. 


aXXI, Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (o) Will the 

Hon’hle ilie Member in ehar^^e of the Department of Revenue (Jails) 
bo pleased to state whether a number of political prisoners have been 
recently (i.e. aftei the L^tlth July) whipped in the Rarisal Jail? 

(/>) If the answ'er to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble the 
Meml)ei be jdeased to la) on the taide a statement f,nvinj^— 

(O the names of the prisoners whipj^ed; 

(//) their respective a^ms and occupations; 

(///) the otfences foi which tliey have been wliipped; and 

(ir) the iiiim))er ot strijuss ^nven to each? 

(c) Was any jnevious sanction oldained from the (lovej iiment in each 
specific instance? 

id) What was the wei^dit of each of the aforesaid piisoners on the 
day of then admission into the jail aud on the day on which wliipj)in<^'' 
wms inflictcnl? 

(c) Is it a fact that as a result of the whipping- some of the pj'isonej's 
had to be remo\ (‘d to the hospital ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson); (c/) Five prisoners were W'hipped 
about a month agO) in the Raiisal Jail. They had been convicded of 
ordinar) otfences, under the Indian Penal Code, committed in connection 
w’ith the non-co-operation movement; three of them had been convicted 
of theft. None of them were s})e(‘ial class piisoners. 

{!)) It is not d(‘sirable to dischcse tlie names of the* prisoners; and 
their occu})ations ai’e not known to (foveinment. Theii- lespective a^i^es 
were 18, L’Lh and It) and they w'ere wiiipped for yiersistent and 

contumacious lefusal to work after due w'arning: that if (hey still refused 
to work they would be whijiped. The\ were amongst the most 
insubordinate of the ])rison(‘is in the Rai'isal Jail and their behaviour 
W’as liaMiig a most acher.sc' (‘ffect on the* jail disci])line and, if nut cliecked, 
it might lune led to an outbreak in the jail. Thev wore given lb stripes 
each, the first on the ‘Jbth and the rest on the ‘^Tth July, 1922. 

(r) Yes. 

{(I) On admission theii respeedive weights were J03, 98, 88, 112 and 
112 lbs.; on the Kith July, the date of the last weighnient before the 
whipj)ing, their respective weights were lib, 102, 89, 112 and IHl lbs. 

(c) No. They were taken to hospital for observation and sent to 
their wards in the afternoon. 
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Anagod treatment of Mr. Surendn Nath Mallik 
by the Superintendent of Alipore Jail. 

*^LXXII. Df. A. 8UHRAWARDY. (a) With reference to the reply 
given to clause (h) of unstarred (juestion No. 138 put hy Babu Debendra 
Lai Khan on the 10th July, 1922, will the Hon’hle the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to lay on the 
table the corresponden(*e which passed between the Hon’ble the Member 
and Mr. Surendra Nath Mallik on the suhject of his treatment by the 
Superintendent of the Alipore Central Jail? 

(h) With referen(‘e to tlie reply to (jiiestion supplementary to the said 
question No. 133, will the Hon 'hie the Member be pleased to slate 
whether he is aware that Mr. Mallik does not accept the version that 
the Superintendent gave Mr. Mallik permission to see the prisoners 
whom he wanted to visit but Mr. Mallik refused 

(r) With reference to the reply to a question supplementary to the 
said question No. 133, will tlie Hon ’hie the Member l)e pleased to state 
by whom the Superintendent was misled 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (n) The member is 
referred to the papers laid on the table in accordan(‘e with the promise 
made by the Hon’Me Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim in reply to the supplementary 
question on the Kith July, 1922, by Dr. A. Suhrawardy. 

(b) and (r) The facts have been stated to the Council and the 
correspondence laid on the table. Government are not prepared to 
continue the discussion. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Cost of settlement buildings, etc., in Jessore. 

176. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED; (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (hand Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the actual sum si)ent 
for erecting the settlement office buildings, the press shed and the Settle- 
ment Officer's quarters in the Jessore Settlement, separately? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member in a position to say how these 
buildings will be disjxjsed of at the close of the settlement operations 
of the district ? 

(c) What amount, if any, has l)een sanctioned by the Government 
for building purposes for the Khulna Settlement? 

(J) Ts there any objection to the utilization of the Jessore buildings 
for the Khulna Settlement as has been done in the cases of Tippera- 
Noakhali, Pabna-Bogra, and Nada-Murshidabad Settlements? • 


24 
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MEMBER fn iMrge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (tho Hon’Uo the Mthorajidhiriji Bahadur of BiaHwan): 

Bs. 


(a) Vernacular office 

... 35,000 

Record room 

... 32,929 

Press shed 

... 26,092 

Settlement Officer’s quarters 

43,520 

Peons’ quarters 

... 10,220 

Total 

... 1,46,761 


(b) The ieox)r{l room will be used for the storage of the settlement 
records for which there is no room in the Collectorate Record Room. 

The other offices will be used for 4 or 5 years by the Khulna Settle- 
ment. 

The disposal of the Settlement Officer’s residence is under considera- 
tion. 

(c) Rupees 85,397. 

(d) It has been arranged that on the completion of the Khulna 
Settlement the Irrigation Department will take over the Settlement 
Officer’s house for the Executive Engineer of the Khulna Division. The 
removal of this officer’s headquarters to Khulna has been postponed in 
order to avoid the ex|)en8e of constructing two houses. The vernacular 
office at Khulna will, on the completion of the settlement, be used as 
a record room, the accommcxlation in the (’olleclorate being quite 
inadequate as a {>ermanent arrangement. In effect, therefore, it is 
intended to utilise the Jessore buildings as suggested in the question. 


Assistant Commissioners of Calcutta PMioe. 

177. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: {n) With 

reference to the answers given on the 3rd July to my uiistarred ques- 
tion No. 42, will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment 
Department be pleased to state whether a first class Army certificate is 
recognised by Government as an educational qualification? 

(h) For what sj^ecial reasons were Messrs. Cook and Jackson excused 
from passing a Police training examination? 

(c) Is it not correct that Messrs. Cook, Wooley and Jackson, now 
Assistant Commissioners of Calcutta Police, were second grade sub- 
inspectors on 2l8t May, 1914, Ist March, 1915, and Ist August, 1917, 
respectively, and that there were several Muhammadan officers senior 
to them, including sub-inspectors Mojibur Rahman and Fai* Husain, B.A., 
the former since pensioned and the latter resigned? 
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(d) Is it a fact that Mr. Cook officiated as a Deputy Commisaioner 
ol Police for about a year during which period he drew a conveyance 
afiowance of Rs. 150 per mensem, for maintaining a four-seated motor 
AmtP If so, what was the number of his motor car? 

(e) Is it not correct that Mr. Jackson stands twelfth in the list of 
* Inspectors and that he has therefore 8U|)er8eded 11 officers of whom 

three are graduates ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Meml)er be ])leased to state what are the 
qualifications that are required for the {H)st of an Assistant (/ommis- 
sioner of the Calcutta Police ? 

(ff) Is there no Muhammadan officer in the Calcutta Police with 
such qualifications ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson); (a) Yes, so far as the recruitment of 
Europeans to the Calcutta Police is concerned. 

(6) Mr. Cook w'as excused as it w'as imjK)ssil>le to simre him for 
deputation to a Training Course, and as at the time of his apixnntment 
and promotion such an examination was not necessary for the duties 
he was required to undertake. 

Mr. Jackson passed the usual dejmrtniental examination for confirma- 
tion as a Sergeant, and rose through the non-investigating ranks. 

(c) This is correct. 

(d) The number of the motor car maintained by Mr. ('ook for the 
greater [mi of this priod was 500 . 

(e) This is correct. Mr. Jackson has been officiating as an Assistant 
Commissioner and has not been confirmed as yet. 

(/) It is imjwssible to enumerate all the qualifications required, as 
these diffr^r to some extent with the nature of the i^articular Assistant 
C/ommissioner’s post. Si)eaking generally, it may l)e stated that the 
qualifications required are ability to command and control men and to 
maintain discipline, fearlessness, integrity, resourcefulness, initiative, 
sound common sense and a keen sense of duty. 

(g) There are no senior Muhammadan officers in the Calcutta I’olice 
with all such qualifications. 


Reorganization of the Subordinate Educational Service. 

*178. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI; (a) IsthelloiPble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that the 
reorganization of the Educational Service below the Bengal Educational 
Service, sanctioned under Government Resolution No. 464 Edn., dated 
the 3rd March, 1922, has adversely affected the majority of the teachers 
who formerly belonged to the Subordinate Educational Service ? • 


24a 



360 


QUESTIONS. 


[30th Ato. 


(h) Is it a fact that the maximum pay of the Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service wtis Rs. 250, \vhereas the present maximum pay of an 
aasistant master under the new time-scale cannot be more tban Bs. 200 ? 

(c) If so, what steps are the Government proposing to take in this 
matter? 

(f/) Is it a fact that a new recruit will be allowed to reach Es. 200 " 
within 25 years of service whereas more than 300 out of 505 English 
teachers will not be in a iwsition to reach the maximum of Es. 200 
within tliat period under the new time-scale of pay, if so, why? 

(c) What steps, if any, are the Government proposing taking in the 
matter referred to in (rf) ? 

(/) Is it a fact that new recruits will be regaided eligible for promo- 
tion to the selection grade of Es. 150 — 10—250 after 15 years^ service 
whereas ilie teachers who have been in the Subordinate Educational 
Service for 13 years will not be eligible for promotion to the selection 
grade till they have served for at least 20 years? If so, why? What 
steps, if any, are the Government taking in regard to this? 

(fj) Is it a fact that under the new time-scale 23 ]wr cent, of the 
insi)ecting officers can go to the selection grade, whereas only 11 per 
cent, of the English teachers are allowed to enter that grade? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of revising 
the i)ercentago of the English teachers in the selection grade from 11 
to 23? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) This is not the case, lleference is in- 
vited to paragraph 2 of the Report of the Reorganisation Committee. The 
immediate increase of 33^ per cent, to the salary of each teacher with 
retrospective effect from vSeptember, 1921, the introduction of a time- 
scale and a total increase of about 12^ lakhs of rupees annually in the 
salary bill of the service as a whole do not point to the conclusion that the 
majority were adversely affected. 

(b) The maximum jniy of the Subordinate Educational Service was 
Rs. 250, but this maximum was not reached by many. The maximum 
pay of an assistant master who is not at any time selected to be an 
assistant head master is in the new scale Rs. 200. But an assistant 
master may be selected for a post as assistant head master, of which the 
maximum is Rs. 250, and afterwards for a post as head master in the 
Bengal Educational Service. 

(c) No a(‘tion is contemplated. 

{(I) The terms of the new scale for English teachers in high schools 
have been determined in reference to — (7) the nature of their duties, and 
(2) the qualifications required. The majority of the existing officers 
have not the requisite qualifications, most of them being matriculates 
or undergraduates. 
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y They oiiginally aco4?pted posts in the Lower Subordinate Educational 
Swice or on small rates ot pay outside the grades, and were promoted 
to the Subordinate Educational Service in September, 1919, in connec- 
tion with tl»e scheme for the improvement of secondary education. 
Consequently, despite their longer service, they were either in class VIII 
(Rs. 50) or VII (Its. 60) of the Subordinate Educational Service at the 
time when the new scales were introduced, and their |my in the new 
scale was fixed in reference to the jhiv previously drawm. They have 
thus got on to a scale of pay to which their low (jualifii'ations do not 
entitle them, but in consequence of the small pay previously drawn by 
them have been placed low in that scale. 

(e) In view of the fact tliat these teacdiers have lower qualifications 
than are lequired and w’ill be accepted in future, and lliat their pay was 
increased in 1919 and 1922, (iovernment do not consider it necessary to 
take an^ steps in the matter. 

(/) There is no selection grade for tea(‘her8 other than the grade of 
assistant liead maslers (Rs. 150 — 10 — 250) for whi(‘h academic (jualifica- 
tions, seniority, ability and exiHoience in teaching will be taken into 
consideration. The reference to 15, 13 and 20 years of service is not 
understood, 

(g) As exjdained in (/) there is no selection grade for English 
teachers. Nor is there a selection grade for Sub-Insi>ectors of Schools, 
though Sul)-Insi)ectors have the prosiH'ct of promotion to the post of 
Suhdivisional Insj^'ctor. There are 268 Sub-Inspectors^ I»08t» and 
61 Suhdivisional liisi)eciors' jxists. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Expenditure of the Calcutta University. 

179. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; {a) Will the 

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state what part or }R*rcentage of the total exjHUuliture of the 
Calcutta University is met resixictively from — 

(i) the students’ fees; 

(ii) the proceeds of private benefactions and endowments; and 
(Hi) Government grants? 

(6) Are the Government in a position to lay on the table any com- 
parative statement showing (he jiercentage of University expenditure 
contributed from the above three sources — 

(i) in the principal European countries; 

(ii) in Canada, Australia and New Zealand; and 
(in) in the United States of America? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A statement supplied by tbe 
Calcutta University is laid on the table. 

(b) No. Government have no information. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question 


No. 179. 

1920-21. 

Rs. 

Total expenditure of the Calcutta University ... 21,49,265 

This amount was met from — 

(1) Fees paid by candidates ... 13,17,204 

(2) Tuition fees paid by students ... 2,90^88 

(3) Income derived from other sources ... 2,00,844 

(4) Endowments ... 1,77,030 

(5) Government grant ... 1,63,189 


Total ... 21,49,255 


Whipping in Barisal Jail. 

180. RaiHARENDRANATHCHAUDHURI:(a) Will the Hou’ble 
the Meml>er in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that some jxditical prisoners went on 
hunger strike and abstained from voluntarily taking any food in the 
Barisal Jail? 

(5) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state their names 
and for what alleged reasons and for how many days each of them did 
not voluutai'ily take any food ? 

(c) Is Mr. Satindra Nath Sen one of those persons? 

(d) If so, was he or is he still on hunger strike? 

{e) Has any inquiry Wn made into the alleged reasons for hunger 
strike? If so, with what result? 

(/) Is it a fact that some political prisoners have been flogged in 
the Barisal Jail? 

{g) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(t) their names; 

(ft) for what particular offences they were undergoing impriion- 
meat; 
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j ‘ (m) how many stripes were given to each of them and on what 
dates; and 

{tv) the particular offences or breaches of jail rules and discipline 
for which they were so flogged? 

The Him'We Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80M: (a), (fc), (c) and (d) Thwje 
prisoners Satindra Nath Sen, Mohendra Nath llai and Dhirendra Nath 
Sen Gupta convicted of off&nces in conne<.‘tion with the non-co-opera- 
tion movement went on hunger strike in the Barisal Jail as a protest 
against the disciplinary action taken against other prisoners on account 
of their misbehaviour. Satindra Nath Sen was on hunger strike for 
13 days, from the 10th June. On the fourteenth day he was fed by 
means of a nasal tube. After that he voluntarily swallow^ed what was 
put in his mouth and the strike was merely nominal till the 6th August 
when it stopped. The other two were on hunger strike for 19 days 
each. 

(fi) Yes. Imiuiries were held by the Sutler intendent, non-oflicial 
visitors and others. The Superintendent’s action was justified. 

(/) and (g) The member is referred to the answers given to a starred 
question on the subject jmt by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Hay at this 
meeting. 


Reorganization of 8ubordiiiite Educational 8ervioei. 

181. Rai PYARI LAL D088 Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Depiirtment of Education be pleased to state 
whetlier it is a fact that the Wordsworth Committee recommended a 
scheme of reorganization at an estimated cost of about Rs. SJ lakhs for 
six months? 

(6) Is it also a fact that the Hon’ble the Minister considered 
Rs. lakhs necessary for the reorganization and accordingly asked for 
the amount which was sanctioned by the IjCgislative Council? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the sum actu- 
ally spent for giving effect to the scheme of reorganization ? 

{d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to place on the table 
a copy of the scheme drawn up by him before asking for the grant of 
Rs. lakhs? 

(^) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
for not utilizing the entire amount (Rs. lakhs) granted by the 
Council on his own motion ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the nominal rolls of officers in the Subordinate 
Educational Service based on the length of service were prepared and 
fubmitted for scrutiny by the Finance Department? 
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(g) Is it a fact that the amount required for giving effect to the 
scheme as indicated in (/) and that required under the recent reorgani- 
zation are almost the same? 

(h) Is it a fact that in the reorganization of the pay and prospects 
of other officers in the services of the Government, length of past 
services of the officers has been taken into account? 

(i) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
which led him to deviate from the i)olicy accepted by other Departments 
under the Government by giving the Subordinate Educational Service 
officers 33 per cent, of their present j)ay phis one year’s increment in 
the time-scale? 

(j) Is it a fact that there has been a saving of a total of about 
Hs. 3i lakhs in 9 years and 8 months ending on the 31st August, 1921, 
on account of the reduction of the actuarial scale of the gradings of 
the Subordinate Educational Service? 

(k) Is it a fact that all officers who entered the lowest grade of the 
Subordinate Educational Service before 1912, have suffered due to the 
fall of the average value of the service ? 

(l) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what measures, 
if any, have l)een taken to comjx^nsate the loss sustained by the officers 
concerned due to the fall of the average value of the service? 

(m) Is it a fact that the money granted for the reorganization has 
not made good even a part of the loss occasioned by the causes men- 
tioned in (k) and (/) to the officers entering the lowest grade of the 
Subordinate Educational Service before 1912 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes; but the Committee’s 
estimate was not an estimate of the immediate actual additional cost 
but of the. average ultimate additional cost of giving effect to its 
recommendations in respect of the various branches of the educational 
services below the lleugal Educational Service. 

(6) A provisional scheme was framed in May, 1921, involving an 
average ultimate additional expenditure of Rs. 15 lakhs a year. A 
sum of Rs. 3,50,000 only was provided in the Education Budget for 
1921-22 for the reorganization of the educational services below the 
Bengal EdiKutionul Service. Owing to the amount having proved inade- 
quate to meet the increased cost for six months a supplementary grant 
was sanctioned by the Legislative Council in its July session, 1921. 
The estimate of Rs. 7,50,000 referred to was drawn up on the basis of 
average ultimate cost of the proposed time-scale pay, and the actual 
cost was not then worked out. 

(c) Only two branches of tlie Subordinate Educational Services wer0 
reorganized last year. The actual extra cost for six months from Sep- 
tember, 1921 , to February, 1922, amounted to about Rs, 3,60,000, the 
average ultimate increased cost being about R^. 12,40,000 per annum. 
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(d) Government are unable to meet the wishes of the member, inter- 
nl^ate discussions of a scheme being necessarily eoiiiidential. 

(e) As stated in answer to (b) the immediate actual coat was much 
less than the ultimate average oast on the basis of which Ra. lakhs 
W!a8 demanded. 

(/) No. 

In view of the answer to (/) the question does not arise. 

(h) It is understood that the principle referred to has been adopted 
in dealing with other services as far as it has lH‘en j)racticable to do 
so. None of the other services were so heit^rogeneous in character 
(there being 13 main groups besides a number of distinct subsidiary 
appointments) and in most cases not so numerous and so the analogy 
does not apply. 

(i) The reorganization of the Subordinate Educational Service was 
considered on its own merits. The service was so lieteiogeneous and 
consisted of such a large number of apiKUiitments that the scrutiny of 
the roll of each officer and the particular apiK)intmcnts held by him by 
the department would have involved such long delay that the reorgani- 
zation would have been {) 08 tix)iied for a long time. In the interest of 
the service as a whole the line indicated in the ijuestion was adopted. 

(j) There has been no such saving. The extxMidituro for saiudioned 
establishments is provided in the budget on the basis of actual require- 
ments, viz., actual pay of the officers, etc. 

(k) The promotion of such offi(;ers was retarded to a certain extent, 
but they were partly coinj)ensated by accelerated promotions in 1919 
when the scheme for the improvement of secondary education was given 
effect to. 

(l) It is not possible for Government to undo all at once a state 
of things created by a combination of circumstances extending over a 
number of years. 

(m) It is not a fact. 


Reorganization of the Subordinate Educational Service. 

182. Rai PYARI LAL DOSS Bahadur: (^i) Will the lion ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education 1)(‘ phrased to state 
the rules empowering him to aWish with effec t from 1st September, 
1921, the majority of the apjH)in1ments in the Subordinate Educational 
Service which were created in 1897 and sancdioned by the Secretary of 
State for India? 

(b) Is it a fact that the service conditions existing at the time of 
the creation of the Subordinate Educational Service in 1897 have been 
totally altered in the case of the vast majority of the officers without 
their consent during the recent reorganization F 



m QUESTIONS. ' [30th Ita. 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
for not offering alternative schemes in the form of improved graded 
service, as in Bihar and Orissa, to those whose prospects have been 
adversely affected by the reorganization ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Public Works Department have sanctioned 
two scales of pay one for the old offices and the other for the new 
recruits ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the changes brought about by the recent 
reorganization were not published for general information previous to 
their being given effect to? 

(/) Will the Hon4)le the Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the reasons why it was considered necessary to reorganise the 
Subordinate Educational Service; and 

(m) whether these reasons are in existence still? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; (a) The local Government had 
power under article 27(.?) of the Devolution Rules to sanction the 
reorgan izait ion of the Subordinate Educational Service (orders regarding 
which were issued in Resolution No. 464 Edn., dated the 3rd March, 1922) 
without reference to higher authority. Under section 19 A of the 
Government of India Act and the rules framed thereunder (copy laid on 
the table), the local Government in the Ministry of Education can, 
without any sanction of the Secretary of State, abolish or create 
posts. 

(h) The conditions as to salary have been improved under the 
scheme of reorganization. It is not usual in su(‘h cases to obtain 
the consent of officers who had repeatedly pressed for improved pay. 

(r) This Government has no information about the scheme sanc- 
tioned by the Government of Bihar and Orissa. The substitution of a 
time-scale service for a giaded service was strongly recommended by 
the Reorganization Committee and formed the basis of the proposals 
on •which Government took action. Reference is invited to paragraph 6 
of the Committee’s report. 

(d) Yes. The Public Works Department introduced an incremental 
scale of pay for the new Subordinate Engineering Service on 
Rs. 60 — 5 — 125 — 10 — 225 — 250 per mensem and a different lower scale 
of pay on Rs, 50 — 5/2 — 100 per mensem for those members of the old 
Lower Subordinate Service who were not selected for appointment to the 
new Subordinate Engineering Service. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) (i) The reorganization was effected because the officers (rf that 
service had repeatedly asked for improved pay and prospects. 

(ft) No, in the case of teaching and inspecting officers; yes, in 
the case of officers classed as ministerial and miscellaneous. 
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Rule referred to in the reply to unstarrei question No. 1S2. 

, The following rule has been made by the Secretory of State for 
Itkdia in Council under section 19A of the Government of India Act 

The powers of superintendence, direction, and control vested in the 
Secretary of State and the Secretary of State in Council under the Act 
or otherwise shall, in relation to transferred subjects, be exercised only 
for the following purposes, namely: — 

(1) to safeguard the administration of central subjects; 

(2) to decide questions arising l)etween two provinces, in cases 

where the provinces concerned fail to arrive at an agreement; 

(3) to safeguard Imperial interests; 

(4) to determine the position of the Government of India in respect 

of questions arising between India and other parts of the 
British Empire; and 

(6) to safeguard the due exercise and jH‘rformance of any powers 
and duties p)ssessed by or imjwsed on the Secretary of State 
or the Secretary of State in (^luiu il, under or in (connection 
with or for the purpises of the following provisions of the 
Act, namely, section 29A, section 30(1^), part VIIA or of 
any rules made by or with the sanction of the Secretary of 
State in Council. 


Reorganization of the Subordinate Eduoational Service. 

183. Rai PYARI LAL DOSS Bahadur; (a) Will the lion ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the main recommendations of the Wordsworth 
Committee are as follows : — 

(t) As a general rule the lienefit of the projwsed timesc^aWs of pay 
may k granted to officers according to their year^^ervice 
in the appointments concerned ; and 

(ii) Twenty i)er cent, of the officers in each group shoul((^1&om the 
ordinary grade to the sehudion grade ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state why the recom- 
mendations mentioned above have not been followed in the recent organi- 
zation of the Su^rdiuate Educational Servic>e? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
far deviations made in the grouping of the officers mentioned in group C 
of the recommendations of the Wordsworth Committee 

(d) Is it a fact that the recent reorganization has adversely affected 
the majority of teachers in the Subordinate Educational Service? 
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The Hon’bla Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) The answer to clause (t) is in 
the afiSrmative. 

As regards clause (ii) the recommendation was made in respect of 
the appointments shown under groups C, E and F under Teaching and 
groups B and C under Inspecting of statement B appended to the Report 
of the Committee. 

(h) The recommendations of the Committee were modified only on 
certain points by Government in view of financial and technical consi- 
derations after consulting different ofiScers. 

(c) In the financial conditions of the time, it was found impossible 
to group together on e(pml pay officers performing duties differing consi- 
derably in nature and in the qualifi(‘ations they demanded. 

(^/) No. With very few exceptions whose pay remain unaffected, 
all teachers received considerable improvement both immediately and 
prospectively. 


Muhammadans on Calcutta University staff. 

184. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon^ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Educ-ation be pleased to state 
the total number of {H'rmanent posts, exclusive of professorships, 
teacher8hii>s, and lecturerships, in ihe Cabmtta University carrying 
monthly salaries between — 

(i) Us. 30 and Rs. 100; 

(ii) Rs. 100 and Rs. 200; 

(Hi) Rs. 200 and Rs. 300; and 

(iv) above Rs. 300? 

(h) How many of these permanent posts are held by Muhamma- 
dans? 

Thi Mon’ble Mr, P. C. MITTER: h^tracts from the Report of the 
the (ycutta University for the year 1921 giving the informa- 
tion by the member are laid on the Library table. Later figures 

are not available. 


Expenditure on Muhammadan hostels and messes. 

185. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: (a) wfll the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
the total amount spent by the Calcutta University on hostels and students* 
messes during the academical years 1912 to 1921? 

(h) What amount out of this total sum was spent on Muhammadan 
hostels and messes? 
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th$ Hon’Mt Mr. Pi G. MITTER: (a) and (6) The Unirersity manage 
the hostels and messes on behalf of Goverunieut and have not spent any 
amoiunt on them. The Government of India placed in their hands a 
sum of Es. 10,95,000 for the construction of six hostels for private 
colleges and a Students’ Infirmary of which Es. 1,85,400 was spent on 
land and building for a hostel for the Muhammadan students. 


Hardinge Law College Hostels. 

186. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
the total cost of constructing tlie Hardinge Law College Hostel building ? 

(b) What is the monthly expenditure for maintaining the building? 

(c) How much was contributed by the University towards the cost 
of the building and how much is contributed by them for its maintenance 
charges? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The University reports as 
follows : — 

(a) Rupees 5,‘H,7d8 (including land). 

(h) Rupees 600 (approximately) including municipal rates, 
insurance and repairs. 

(c) Rupees 2,21,788 towards the building. The maintenance charge 
is met from the fees paid by the boarders. 


Telegraph station at Sujanagar, Pabna. 

187. SHAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble tho 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be j)leased to state 
whether he is aware that there is no telegraph station within a radius 
of 12 miles or thereabout of Sujanagar, a place situated within the Sadar 
Subdivision of the Pabna District? 

(6) Is it a fact that lbej|MJ^t that place a post office, a thana, a 
registration office, a rest hou||^pp(iddle flnglish School and a big collec- 
tion office of the Maharaja of Nature, besides a number of collection 
offices of the local zamindars ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that Sujanagar is an important 
jute and paddy trading centre with many merchanis living there? 

(d) Is it a fact that the opening of a telegraphic station at Sujanagar 
was recommended by a former Superintendent of I’olice, Pabna? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for the opening of a telegraphic station at Sujanagar? If so, when 
will it be opened? 

(/) If the people of Sujanagar wish to apply for a telegraphic office 
there, what procedure will they have to follow? 



370 QUESTIONS. [SOth Aw. 

MEMBER in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of COMMERDE (Um 
H oiPMa Sir John Kerr): (a), (b) and (c) Yes. 

{d)y (e) and (/) The question was considered in 1919 by the Superin- 
tendent of Police, but as the local guarantors required in such cases to 
indemnify Government against loss in the working of the office (vide 
chapter X, volume II of the Telegraph Manual) were not forthcoming, 
the proposal was not submitted to Governnient, nor has any subsequent 
proposal been received by them. Should suitable guarantors be now 
available, their names should be submitted, with an application for the 
opening of the office, to the District Magistrate who will refer the matter 
to the proper authorities. 


Erosion of Canges Bank at PdHia. 

188. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state 
what is the progress of erosion made by the river Padma, month by 
month, below the town of Pabna between the present steamer station of 
Pabna and the sourcx) of the streamlet Icchamati from Ist March to the 
3l8t July, 1922? 

(b) Has any money been spent either on repairs or for adoption of 
any other protective measures to prevent the further progress of the 
erosion in the area mentioned in (a) above during the months of June 
and July, 1922? 

(r) How many yards intervened between the river Padma and the 
streamlet Icchamati at the eastern extremity of the revetment — 

({) at the source of the Koshakhali Join, and 

(n) near the mosque, 
on the 31.st July, 1922? 

(f!) Has the protective revetment been affected in any way by the 
floods during the months of dune and July, 1922 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in tliiJH|!mative, what stejw have been 
taken to repair the damaged portionswiv- 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Choudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) A statement with a plan is laid on the Library table. 

(b) Yos. A sum of Rs. 5,706 was s|)ent on repairs to the protective 
revetment during the numths of June and July, 1922. 

(c) (i) 270 feet; (;7) 750 feet. 

{(/) Excepting that at the end of June, 1922, two lower “ sausages 
between sections 45 and 46 were washed away, the reveitineiit has not been 
damaged in any way during the flood. 

(c) The question does not arise. 
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m Rii MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon^ble the Member in charge of the Ap})ointment Department be 
pleased to state whether the rules framed under section 49 of the Govern- 
meui of India Act are treated as confidential? 

(6) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of making 
those rules public ? 

The Hon^ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The rule framed under 
section 49(i) of the Government of India Act is not confidential, and 
a copy is laid on the table. The rules under section 49(i!^) are treated 
as confidential. 

(b) So far as rules under section 49{ili) are concerned the answer 
is in the negative. 


Extract from Rules of ExecAitivc Business referred to in the reply 
to clause (a) of unstarred question No, 1S9. 

• • • • • 

11. Save in cases where an officer has teen sjiecially emiwwered by 
or under any enactment to sign an order of the local Government, every 
order or other proc/cediiig of the local Government shall be signed by 
either a Secretary or Deimty Secretary, an Under Secretary or an Assist- 
ant Secretary to the Government of Bengal, and such signature shall 
be deemed to be the propr authentication of such order or proceeding. 

Every vsuch order or proceeding, which Lssues^rom a reserved dejmrt- 
ment, shall be expressed to be made or issued by tlie Governor in Council 
and every order or other pro(‘^eding which issues from a transferred 
department shall be exjuessed to be made or issued by the Governor 
acting with his Minister and the name of the Minister in charge of the 
department together with his designation shall be given on the margin. 

Auditing of Union Boards’ accounts. 

190. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the 
desirability of introducing the system of auditing the Union Board 
accounts by auditors of local accounts as is done in the case of munici- 
palities, district boards and estates under the Court of Wards? 

The HorHiIo Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Under rule 19 
uf the Union Board Account Rules, the accounts of Union Boards are 
audited by Circle Officers. The question whether the accounts should 
also be audited by local auditors was carefully considered at the time 
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these account rules were framed, and the Accountant-General advised 
and Government agreed with him, that the audit of the accounts hy 
Circle Offic/crs will provide for a sufficient and independent scrutiny and 
K.at it wan not necessary to set up any more technical agency for the 
audit of these funds, which are mostly petty in character. It was also 
pointed out that the creation of a technical uudit staff would very likely 
result in frustrating the purposes of the Act, the whole idea being to 
devise a simple system of acicounts for the Union Boards. Government 
still adhere to the same view. 


Provident funds of the aided and unaided recognised sohoob. 

191. Babu HEM CHANDRA N ASKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that tlie Government are (‘onsidering the desirability 
of subscribing to the provident funds of tlie aided and unaided recognised 
schools ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the amount which it is pro])osed to allot 
for this i)urix)8e and the head of the budget from which the money will 
be found P 

(r) Will the Hoirble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the proposed rul(!s for the management of this fund? 

{(1) When do the Department propose to give effect to this proposal? 

The Hon’ble Mr.T. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c) The amount to be allotted to, and the rules for the 
management of, the fund are under the consideration of Government. 

(d) Government is not in a ixisition to announce the exact date, 
but it is hoi)ed that a definite pronouncement on the subject will be 
made at an early date. 


Vice-Chairmanp Bhatpara Municipality. 

192. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Bengal Government have 
recently issued a circular declaring that prsons who are not residents 
or ratepayers of the municipality shall not be eligible for Commissioner- 
ship? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for the appointment of Babu 
Syama Charan Bhattacharjee as Vice-Chairman, who is neither a rate- 
payer nor a resident of thb Bhatpara Municipality ? 
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The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (opus of 
two circulars on tliis subject are laid on the Library table. 

(b) In view of (Government orders contained in the later of these two 
circulars, viz., Circular No. 340 M., dated 20th January, 1922, the ques- 
tion does not arise. 

Unemployment among Indian seamen, 

193. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: 1 ^ 7 ) Will 
the llon’ble the Member in charj:(‘ of the Marine Department be pleased 
to state approximately the numlKM* of Indian sinmn^n (‘injdouMl tbrou^di 
the f/alcutta Shippin^^ (0ii<‘e during the financial years 1920-21 and 
. 1921-22? 

{})) What is aj)j>roximatel\ the numlier of Indian seamen on the 
repistei' of the Cab ntta Shijipiiif:: Otlic(‘ todat(‘? 

{r) To \^liich (listi'icts do most of them belong? 

{(1) What rati's of Nva^(‘s are ]>aul to the s(*^an^^s, seac uiinies and 
ordinary lascars inclinlin^^ finunen? 

(c) What is the state of umunployment amoii^^ the Indian seanuMi? 
if) TTow many lodf^’in^-houses ar(^ there in (’alcutta and Howrah for 

seamen ? 

if/) Are these lod^'in ‘^'-houses luauised and r(‘^nilarly insjHM-t(*d? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr): Numlx'r of Indian s(‘amen shi])jH‘d: li)20-2] — 

38,0T(S; 1921-22^39,207. 

{!>) One hundred and four thousand and sixty. 

(c) (’alcutta, Noakhali, S\Ihel and (3littap)n^^ 

{(I) Seraii^s — Us. bO and Its. 00; SeacuninVs — Hs. 45 and Its. 55; 
Firt'men — lls. 23; and Lascars — Ks. IS to Ks. 25. 

(c) There is a consideraide amount of unemploMmuit amon^ Indian 
seamen due to trade dejiression. Tlu‘ position has b(‘en madi* worse 
owing to th(‘ arrival at (\alcutta of a large number of recruits f(>r sea 
service within the last few months 

(/) There aie 77 lodging-hou.ses in (5ilcutta and the suburbs. 
if)) Yes. 


Selection of a Bengali book “ Prithibibyapi Mahasamara ” as 

text-book. 

194. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (r.) Will the Iloti’hle the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Kduealion Ik* pleased to stale whether 
it is a fact that a Bengali book entitled “ I’rHhihibyapi Mahasamara,”, 
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published by the Oxford University Press has been approved without 
l)eirig examined by the Central Text-Book Committee or the Dacca Text- 
Rook Committee? 

(h) Is it a fact that European publishers often get undue prefer- 
eii(;e by the Seeaetaries to the Text-Book Committee or by the Direc- 
tor of Public Instruction? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, C, MITTER: (a) It is a fact. The book, 
wliicli is a translation of Nelson Fraser’s “ The World at War,” was 
introduced into all Government and aided high and middle schools in 
the Province by orders of Government. The translation was prepared 
und(‘r the sujHM'vision of the Director of Ibiblic Instruction. The book 
was ado])ied by the University also. 
ih) No. 


Hunger strike in Barisal Jail. 

195. Babu NALINI NATH ROY; (.0 Will the TIoiTble the Mem- 
ber in charge (»f the Departimuit of U(‘\enue (Jails) be ])leased to state 
wh('th(‘r he is aware that Srijut Satindra Nath Siui has been on hunger 
strike in the Barisal Jail for ovei 50 days and 2 others also have Ihuui 
so fo]’ about a month? 

(M Wdl the Ilon’ble the Member be ]>leased to state the cause of 
this hunger strike? 

(r) What steps, if any, have tlu' Government taken to remove the 
causes? 

{(1) Is it a fact that a member of this Council was deputed to 
iiKpiire into and rejKmt on the jail affairs at Barisal? 

(e) What re])ort has this gentlemen submitted and what a(‘tion, if 
any, has b(*en taken on the report ? 

(/) Is it a fa(‘t that the Su{x‘rintendent of the Barisal Jail came to 
Calcutta to inform the Ilon’ble the Mtunber in chaige about the jj il 
affaiis at Barisal? 

{(/) If so, will the Ilon’ble the Member be jihuised to state the sub- 
stance of what the Superintendent stated? 

(h) Is it a fact that the father of Srijut Satindra Nath Sen was 
refused an interview when he intended to persuade his son to take food? 
If so, why? 

Th6 Hon^blo Mr, H, L. STEPHENSON; (n) (h) and (c) The memlier 
is referred to an unstarred question on the subject put by Ilai Harendra- 
nath Chaudhuri at this meeting. 

(J) No. The member was jiermitted to visit the Barisal Jail at 
his own request. 
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(f) He submitted a note for the information of Government and the 
paints raised were fully considered. 

(/) and {g) He came to discuss jail matters with Government. 

(h) The interview was refused because Satindra Nath Sen was 
already taking food and an interview had Ihhmi granted tlie day before. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is it a fact that the Super- 

intendent of Barisal Jail did hot see the then Member in charge and left 
Calcutta without seeing him but after seeing the Secretary onlyj^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I am afraid 1 must have 
notice of that question. 


Fees for examination of adulterated food-stuffs. 

196. Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: {a) 

Will the Hon’i)le tin* Minister in charge of the lK‘])artment of Local 
Self-Government be ])leased to state whether f(‘es are (‘hargt‘d from dis- 
trict boards for examination of samjJes of ghee, oil, etc., sent by the 
district health officers to the I’ubln' Health Laboratory on suspicion of 
adiilti'ration ? 

(If) Is it a fact that jirosecutions are made at the instance of distruJ 
boaids in cases in which such sanijJes are jironouiK'ed to b(‘ adulter- 
ated y 

(c) If so, under wdiat law are the })(‘naliti<‘s imposed, and what 
}>enalties are usually ini|K)sed on the accused ]>ersons? 

id) Is it a fact that fines im])OMed by courts on (‘onviction in smdi 
cases are not crcMiited to the district board fund? If so, why not? 

(c) In how many districts has the Bengal Food Adulteration Act 
been introduced? 

(/) Are the (Tovernment considering the desirability of exenijiting 
the district luiards from jiaMiient of f(‘es for the unalysis of sam])h*s of 
food-stuffs, et('., sent up to the Ibiblic Health liaboratory by the Dis- 
trict Health Officer? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Under rule 
G made under section 20 of the Bengal Food Adulteration Act, a fec' oi 
Rs. 2 is charged to a local authority for having a samjile analvsed by 
the public analyst. 

(/>), (r) and id) The Food Adulteration Act ajiplies to municipal, 
but not to district board areas. Any prosecutions instituted for adul- 
teration of food ill rural areas must fie instituted under the Indian Penal 
Code. Fines levied under the Code are all credited to the Slate. In 
these cases fines are usually imjKxsed, but the amount varies in different 
cases. 
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(r) The Act has been ext-ended to all municipalities outside Calcutta 
in whicli a Health Officer or a Sanitary Inspector is employed. 

(/) No. The fee is small, and the Minister sees no reason for 
exempting district hoards from ])ayment. 


Sub- Deputy Collectors taken into Bengal Survey Department. 

197. Mr, BIJOYPROSAD SINCH ROY; (a) Will the Hon^ble 

the Menil)er in char^^e of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
he pleased to state — 

(?) the names of the Siih-T)(‘j)uty fVdlectors who were taken into 
the Survey Department, Bengal, since 1917; and 

(ii) whether all of these officers were ^iven an all-round training 
of the Department? 

(If) If the jinswer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
the Memher he pleas(‘d to state the names of the officers, with their 
resjxH'tive iKM'iod of training and employment, in the following 
hranches — 

(?) Drawing Office; 

(u) mdual Traverse Survey in the field and office work; and 

(vi) Miscellaneous Section? 

(c) Have all the technical advisers now attached to the major settle- 
ment oyvrations heen trained in all the hranches mentioned in (b)? 

{(1) Were they actually em])loyed in those sections? 

(e) If so, for what piMMod and when were they so employed? 

(/) Are the OovernimMit considering the desirability of retaining the 
posts of technical ad\isers after the amalgamation of Survey and 
Settlement Departments? 

The Hofi^ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; 

(o) {i) (1) Balm Dwijadas Mazumdar. 

(v) Bahu Phalli IjuI Mukharji. 

(3) Bahu Satyendra Nath Ray. 

(4) Bahu Surendra Nath Ray. 

(i?) One of them was given an all-round training. 

{h) Iffie ptu'iods of training of the officers are as follows;-— 

Bahu Dwijadas Mazumdar— Drawing Office, 17 months; Bengal 
Traverse Party and Mi^^cellaneous Section, 41 months. 
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Babu Plmni Lai Mukharji— ITniwinji: Office, 34 months; Bengal 
Traverse Party and Miscellaneous Section, nil. 

Babu Satyendra Nath Ray — Drawing Offict‘, nil; Bengal Traverse 
Party and Miscellaneous Section, fi.J inonths. 

Babu Surendra Nath Kay — Drawing Office, 1 niontli; Bengal Tra- 
verse Party and Miscellaneous Section, 30 months. 

(c) Technical Advisers before appointment have to be tested and 
certified by the Director of Surveys before tliey can 1 k‘ a|)|K)inted as 
such. All of them have Iwhui trained during their settlement career 
and it has l>een ascerUuned that two of thion liave liad a regular survey 
training. 

(d) No. One of them, however, re(‘eived a s}K‘(‘ial course of train- 
ing under the Director of Surveys. 

(c) The (jU(*stion does not ari.se. 

(/) Two jKists will be retained, one for each st‘tt lenient paity. 


Survey and Settlement Departments. 

198. Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINGH ROY; {a) A\ ill the lloirble the 
Member in charge of the ])e])artnient of Bcmmiik* (Land R(‘venue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the names of the ofii- 
('ers of the — 

(/) Survey of India; 

(li) Bengal Civil Servic(‘; and 

(lu) Subordinak‘ Civil Service; 

with their res{KM’tive jiay and allowances, (‘mj>loyed in the office^ of the 
Director of Surveys, during th(‘ \ear when the tra\ers(‘ survey 

programme was conducte<l on the four-j>arty basis:' 

(h) What reduction in the above staft* was eflected during tlK‘ year 
1921-22 wh<*n the iirogramme was reduced to tin* two-jiarty liasis? 

{(') What stejis, if any, are being taken to reduce the existing staff 
of officers so as to bring down the e\])enditure to the minimum on the 
amalgamation of the Survey and Settlmnent Departments? 

(d) Is it a fact that Mr, C. A. O’Donel, who was the officiating 
Director of Surveys, has lately been employed as tlu* assistant to the 
Officer in charge, Bengal Drawing Office, a iK)st held by u Sub-l)(*puty 
Collector since 1917? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of keeping 
only one officer of the Survey of India as in Bihar and tJnssa to act 
as the professional adviser, after the amalgamation of the Survey and 
Settlement Departments ? . 
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The Hon’Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) A statement is placed on the table. 

(h) The programme was not reduced to a two-party one in the year 
1921-22. 

(c) The present Director of Surveys will be found a post elsewhere 
or will ]>roeeed on leave preparatory to retirement ; another officer will 
go on leave pi'ejKiratory to retirement and arrangements are being made 
to find a post for a third officer elsewhere. Seven posts of ministerial 
officers will also b(^ abolished. No members of the Subordinate Civil 
Service are at present employed in the Survey Office. 

(d) Yes, for a very short i)eriod with effect from the 20th July, 
1922, as a matter of administrative convenience. 

(c) No. The organization of the staff is different from that adopted 
in the province of Bihar and Orissa. 


Statevivnt referred to in the reply to umtarted question Ao. 19S{a)f 
showiny the nanues of offieers of the (a) Surrey of India, (h) Bengal 
Ciril Service, and (c) Subordinate Civil Service, employed in the 
Office of the Director of Surveys, Bengal, during 1 920-2 1. 

{a) Survey of India. 

(1) Major (now Lieutenant-Colonel) V. (\ Hirst, LA., Director 

of Surveys, Bengal, i)ay Rs. 2,100 |)er meii.sem. 

(2) Mr. C. A. O’Donel, Extra Assistant Su{)erintendeDtl and 

Officer in charge, Bengal Travei’M^ and Miscellaneous Section, 
pay Rs. 050 })er mensem. Charg(‘ allowance of Rs. 150, 
plus local aUowance of Rs. 100 plus l^residency House Rent 
of Rs. 45. Received a consididated salarv of Rs. 1,000 per 
mensem as Officiating Director of Surveys from 15th May, 
1920, tor the rest of the year. 

(3) Mr. 0. L\ (I Judd, Extra Assistant Sufierintendent and Official 

ing Officer in charge, Bengal Traverse and Miscellaneous Sec- 
tion, pay Rs. 570 per mensem from 1st March, 1920, to 
19th November, 1920, and Rs. 610 per mensem from 20th 
November, 1920, for the rest of the year. Duty allowance of 
Rs. 150 per mensem plus local allowance of Rs. 100 per 
mensem. 

(4) Mr. V. F. Delaney, Extra Assistant Superintendent and Officer 

in charge, Bengal Drawing Office, pay Rs. 570 per mensem. 
Duty allowance of Rs. 100 per mensem plus local allowance 
of Rs. 100 i)er mensem. 
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Mr. Ir^^ewton, Extra x\ssistaut Suix'rintendeiit and Tethnical 
Adviser to a Settlement, pay Its. 4t)0 jKT mensem. Local 
allowance of Hs. 100 ])er mensem. 


(M BKMiAl. (’iVIL SkHVICK. 

Nil. 

(c) Si BORDINATK ClVlL SkRVK'K. 

(1) Bal)U Dwijadas Mazumdar, Sul>-])e]>ut\ (Vllector and Assist- 

ant to Officer in cliar^e. Beiijral Traverse Party, pay Us. 150 
}K‘r mensem. Local allo^^an(•e of Us. 50 jhm’ mensem. 

(2) Balm Phaiii lail Miikharji, substantively pro tnupoic Sub-Deputy 

(\>lle('tor and Assistant to Offi(‘er in chaiT^n', Heiii^al Drawin^^ 
Office, |>ay Us. 150 jxu’ mensem. Local allowaiu'c of Us. 50 
])er men.sem. 

(0) Balm Surendra Natli Uay, Sul>-l)(‘]>uty Ooll(‘etor and Assistant 
to Officer in cliar^n*, Ben^nil Traverse Party, j)ay Hs. 150 jam 
mensem. Local allowance of Us. 50 jmm’ mensem. 


Government Business. 

The Bengal Village-Chaukidari (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): I move that after section ]2 of the Oliankidari 
Act, tli(‘ following’* be addecl, viz — “ 12A. Notwithstanding^ anything 
contained in section 1‘J, the salaries of chankidais as in ioroe on the 
1st day o1 Sejitember, 1!)‘J^, shall continue to be jiaid until altered under 
the provisions of that section.” 

1 should like to ex|)lain tliat 1 have no inlention in bringing torwaid 
this amendment or in any way getting round or (lUesioning the decision 
come to b\ the Louncil on the last occasion with regard to the provisions 
of section 12. 1 op])oscd the amen linent which was then carM(‘d, but the 

Council was against me and I aci'ept the decision of the Council. At 
that time 1 endeavoured to explain that the amendment as it stood was 
not one that could be worked, but I am afraid I did not make myself 
very clear. The amendment that was carried by the (’ouncil is as 
follows : — 

“The salaries of chaukidars appointed for any village shall be detei- 
niined by the panchayet of the village subject to the apju'oval of tlie 
District Magistrate.” 

We are informed by our legal advisers that if that amendment becomes 
law and is put into the Act, the jmsition will be this, that no salaries of 
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and it will be necessary for the paiicbayet in every case to fix the salary. 
If the panchayet chooses to fix a salary which the District Ma^nstrate 
does not consider suitable or to which he cannot ^^ive his approval, there 
will be a deadlock and the chaukidar will no pay. The intention of 
the mover of the amendment and of the House w'as that any increase to 
the present salary of the chaukidar should be made on the initiative of 
the [miichayet, that was the pist of it, and I Jo not think that the 
(Council thoufi:ht for a monient of the possibility of rediicinj^ the pay of 
the cJiaukidar. It had been agreed in the Council with regard to the 
previous section that the salaries of chaukidars in ceitain places 
ought to be increased. There has been no suggestion that salaries any- 
where ought to be decreased. The amendment, as it stood, would have 
left it open to ihc panchayet to suggest a decrease of salary. 1 think 
that after tlie chaukidars had Wn t(dd that this Rill was going to be 
brought in for the purpose of enabling their salaries to be raised, it w'ill 
give rise to a considerable amount of unrest on their part if the Council 
pasiSied an amendment w’hich would open the possibility of their salaries 
being reduced. 1 have therefore discussed the (juestion with the members 
w'ho moved the amendments and 1 think I may say that they agree to 
this j)roi)osed addition now which will have the effect that until the pan- 
chayet suggests an alteiati(m in the salaiy ol the chaukidar, w'hich 
alteration is approved by the District Magistrate, the present salary 
will continue to be paid. 1 think that this carries out the wishes of the 
Council and 1 trust that they will agrt‘e to this being passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hpn’ble Mr. H, L. STEPHENSON: 1 move that the Rill as 
settled in (^ouncil he jms.sed. 

The motion wavS put and agreed to. 


Supplementary Budget for the year 1922-23. 

Demands for grants. 

5.— Land Revenue. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJA.DHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I move iliat a sum of lls. 10,000 be granted for expendi- 
ture under head “5. — Land Revenue.’’ 

There are no motions for re<luction of this grant. On pages 2 
and 3 of the Grey Rook it is explained why we w^ant this amount. 
This amount is re(]uired tor increasing the pay of Kanungoes and 
I trust that the C/ouncil wdll pass it. 


The motion was put and agreed to. 
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9.— Registration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: 1 moYo tiiat a sum of H.m. 
be granted for expeiulitui*e under head “9. — lU^gistratioii.’* 

As there are some motions for reduction, 1 may shortly supplement 
what is stated at page 5 of the Yellow There are some motions 

for rediuing the scale of sj^laries pi‘ 0 |H)sed. I would ask the CoutkmI 
to remember that the Sub-Uegistrars generally belong to respectable 
families and have to maintain some position. The Sub-llegistrar is 
looked upon as somebody in the muffassal and he has to maintum hiS 
position. Tlie present scale of pa} was fixed inlDOf) and since IJHIf) the 
rise in prices has been notoriously high. In some of the other ser- 
vices there have been a revision of pay since 1!H)5, but there have been 
no revision of pay in this service. The Sub- Registrars lia\e to (h'al 
with imjioitant (|U(‘stions ot n'^istration and stanijis and tlnur work, 
although largely mechanical, is important in certain 1 siihmit 

that the scale ul pay that 1 ha\e jiroposed is not at all high. On the 
other hand, I have heard a good d(‘al of complaint that the scale should 
have been somewhat liiglnu-. Then tlnue are some motions for mluc- 
tion of the gram by Rs, item No. — which we jirojiose for the 

binding of inijKU'tant legisters and for pnoiding furnitun*, such as, 
chairs, racks, et( . Sinci' RtM, on a( count of the war, the (iovornimuit 
could do ^ery little in providing for these neceNsary improvi'ments. At 
the pres(‘nt moment, there ar(‘ many offices where tluTc are bniken 
chairs and tahhs in a dilapidated condition, and th(‘ clerks have often 
to sit on mats, hut the more inijiortant and the more serious jmrt of the 
thing is the binding of Ixniks and indices. There are alioiit 400 regis- 
tration oftict‘s with many thousand'^ of books. Thest* books are often 
roughly iiandled by peojile w ho come to siairch and also b\ copyists and 
unless we jirovide something for the binding of these hiKiks and indiiais, 
they are likely to be destro\(‘d. So, 1 trust that the (’ouncil will jiass 
this item too. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that the demand 

for Rs. ilodtOT undiM head “0. — K(‘gistiation — Scheme 1” hv ndused. 

We liave been called uinm to incur an expenditure of Rs. 95,907 
this year for tin* revision of the ])a\ of tin* Registration othcers. As 
will apjiear from the note, it is jiroposed to take effecd from 1st Septem- 
ber, 1922. The ultimate expenditure wdll be Rs. 9,19,004. The 
present exi>emliture is Rs. 0,d0,000; so really the proposal is to incn‘ase 
the expenditure by Rs. 2, So, 404 per annum. I beg to ask whether 
this hs the proper time for this additional expenditure, an exjienditure 
not for this year alone hut from year to year. It may be said that we 
have increased the pJiy of the ministerial officcTs, and it may further 
be «iid that we have also increased the pay as well as the allowance pf 
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the members of the provincial executive and judicial services. That 
is no reason why we should increase the pay of these officers as well. 
Go vein men 1 have been pleased to appoint a Retrenchment Committee, 
a committee to retrench the expenditure. It is proposed under the 
present system to fix a pay rising from Rs. 40 to Rs. 60 a month in 
the case of the Sub-Registrars. It is proposed not only to increase the 
pay of tin* jiost^ Ijiit also to introduce a graded system; so ultimately 
we shall have !(» incur an expenditure of about R^. 3 lakhs. It was 
only a few months ago that we ])as8ed three Bills for additional taxation. 
The object was to meet the deficit in the budget and also to incur 
additiomil expenditure for the improvement of sanitation and such other 
useful works, but what do we find now? We find that the Hon’ble 
the MiniHt(*is have been trying iheir liest to iiierease the salaries of 
their own officers. 1 do nof Ihink we would lie justified in sanctioning 
this expenditure. With these remarks, I move my amendment. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that the demand 
for Rs. 9r),!)(i7 under head “ 9. — Registration — Scheme 1,” be reduced 
by Rs. 4,800 being the salary of the Inspectois of Registration offices. 

Out of a total demand of Rs. 93,967 lor the betterment of the (*on- 
dition of officers serving in the Registration De}>artment, I object to 
only Rs. 4,800 being the salary of Iiis|H^ctors for next six months. I 
am surprised that Mr. Addy in his zeal for economy should have 
thought it fit to cut down the entire demand. It is an adniitt(*d fact 
that the officers in the Registration Department had been very poorly 
paid and their vtTV just claims had been long lu^glected. However, 
as some justice has been attemptcal to be done, 1 must congratulate 
th(' Hon’ble the Minister therefor. But what seems to me as some- 
what (pieer is, that to do that modicum of justice which he apjmrently 
intends to do in the case of District Sub-Registrars, he has practically 
failed. Tht‘se District Sub-Registrars had beiui diawing their grade pay 
from Rs. 200 to Rs. 250. In the ]>rojx)sed scheme, their i>ays remains the 
same, but in the footnote it has been shown that they would get a duty 
allowance of Rs. 75 to Rs. 100 when in charge of Sadar offices. Rer- 
ha])s the Ilon’ble the Minister has been led to think and believes that 
that is enough. 1 am really sorry for the ]K)or District Sub-Registrars 
that it did not strike the Hon’ble the Minister that a duty allawance is 
only tcMiable in a Sadar offi(‘e and there is no bar to a senior man who 
lias been in charge of a Sadar offi(‘e for a long time and drawing the 
said duty allowance being transferred to a rural office. The duty 
allowaiK'e would then necessarily stops thus depriving a Sub-Registrar 
now in the District grade of any benefit under the proposed scheme. 
Further, these duty allowuinces do not count towards pension nor are 
leave allowances based on them. I, however, hope that Wore passing 
final orders, the Hon’ble the Minister would find his way to find some 
remedy for these disadvantages of the proposed scheme. May I 
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suggest to liim to nu*rgo this duty allowam*e into the i>ay of the senior 
Sub-Registrar and have a se]>arate cadre for DistricI Sub-Registrars 
as at present? Now, I come to my amendment which is mainly direct- 
ed towards the abolition of the ^K)sts of two insp<M'tors of registration 
offices, w’hich the Hon’ble the Minister still retains. 1 find that the 
inspecting work is now being done by a variety of officers. The Inspec- 
tor-(ieneral of l{egistration,Jhe District Officers who are (\r~afficio Reg- 
istrars, Subdivisional Officers, District Sub- Registrars and ]ns]XM’1orH 
of Registration offices are all required to ins|>e(‘t the offices under their 
resjH'ctive jurisdic'tions. 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: 1 luqx' you will be \ery short. There 
are so many s]H\ikers and we have only ‘JO minutes. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: It is an important mattei 
and I want to deal with it fully. This clearly indiiates dupliiaitioii and 
(jiuidru])lication of works From the Triennial Report on Ib^gistratuvn 
I find that there are 417 Registration offi(‘es and bn an averag(‘ they 
have been ins]X‘cted in a year 7d times by tlie Insixndor-Oemu'al, 
289 times liy 8 Tns]X‘ctors., 175 times by District Registrars and 5111 
times by the District Sub-Registrars. It will thus be seen that when 
even with three Insjiectors, the offi(*es could not Ix' insjx'cted once in two 
years, it would be hardly jKissible with only two Ins}H"rtors, as ])ro- 
jHised, to ha\e them inspected once in three years. Further, such 

insjiection, T b(*g to submit, is useless for all praidical jmrposi's. Ihe 

best wav to ha\(‘ the offices proni|)tly and regularlv inspected is 
undoubt(‘dIy through the District Sub-Registrars. In fact all the 
defalcations that had been d(‘tected recently w(‘re d(‘te(‘t(*d by th(‘ 
District Sub-R(‘gistrars, wdio, iMung iHU.sonall) bound to mak(‘ good 

any defalcations, have got to audit accounts very carefully. The 

District Magistrates who are u-offino Registrars may also be eiK'our- 
aged to insj)ect the rural offices more frequently. Thus, the work will 
not suffer in any way if w’e do away with the posts of Ins|K*ctorH. 1 
therefore move that these posts be aboli.shed under the new scheme. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI : I move that the demand for 
Rs. 95,9()7 under head “9.— Registnution — Scheme 1” be reduced to 
the extent of the duty allowance jiroposed for 25 vSub-Registrars. 

I want to make onl\ one observation. The exju'ession “ duty 
allowance " is most misleading. A man’s salary is his duty allowance. 
When he does his duty, he gets his salary for it. Why should he get 
another allowance w’hich should be characterised as “duty allow- 
ance”? I have had the advantage of an exjdanation from the llon’ble 
the Minister and if I understood him aright, it was not a duty allow- 
ance but an allowance granted for doing something else. If that b(^ 
so, and if it is a legitimate ground on which the allowance could he 
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granted, I should like to see this expression deleted and some other 
suitable expression substituted. It is likely to cause irritation and 
unpleasantness in the department. It may give rise to a feeling of 
discontent why these 25 peoi)le must be given extra money for doing 
their duty. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I move that the demand 
for Rs. 95,t)()7 under head “9. — Registration— Scheme T’ be reduced 
by Rs. 5. 

I brought forward this motion only to discuss the nature of the 
proposal made by the IIon’bl(‘ the Minister. 1 spoke to him on the 
subject y(*stei'day, but after (‘onsidering the matter carefully, I think 
tluit the District Sub-Registrars grade should be (jiiite different from 
that of Sub-Registrars. They are the inspecting officers of the rural 
Sub-Registrars’ otti('es and their jK>sition sliould be somewhat superior 
to that of the othei^ Sub-Registrars. 1 think the Sub-Registrar 
of (^ilcutta and the District Sub-Registrars should be of the same 
grade. Of course in the proposal there is some (‘conomic^l considera- 
tion, I think the proposal made by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray 
may be acceptisl. Th(‘ post of the InsjK'ctors are not necessary, and 
these posts may be abolished. Two Jns])e(’tois of Muhammadan 
Mairiagcs aie not necessary. They may be taken from the grade of 
rural Sub-Registiars. 

The District Sub-Registrars are ins]H*cting officers and they make 
good any defalcations in the offices under them. Tht‘ District Sub- 
Registrars’ offices may 1 h' ins|X‘ct(*d by the District Magistrate and the 
Insjiector-Oeneral of Registration. 1 therefon* think that a special 
grade would be of some use instead of granting them duty allowance 
and the jxKst of the lns|XM*tors may be abolished. 

There is another consideration, viz., that the District Sub-Registrars 
are now gazetted ofticm’s and the rural Sub-Registrars are n(»t. If they 
are jiut on the same grade they will naturally think that their jMisition 
will Ik* lowered in the estimation of the jiublic. Under these circum- 
stances, there may be a reconsideration of the matter and the District 
Sub-R(‘gistrars put on a separate grade. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I would hardly have spoken, but I 
find Rabu Kishori Mohan Uhandhuri opjKises the one additional {Kist of 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrar. This is very unfortunate as the 
appointment is sure to be given hi a Muhammadan; there can be no 
other community from which this appointment can lie filled. I think 
the demand should lie granted in full and all these amendments with- 
drawn. This is only a tardy acT of justice done to a deserving body of 
public servants. 
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Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: It is very astonishing that 
my friend, Babu Ainulya Dhone Addy, has raised the objection that the 
whole of this amount should be rejec ted. The i)rin('ij)al ]>oint raised 
by him is that the tinan(‘ial ])osition of the (lovernment is not very 
strong?, and his sec'ond }X)int is that a Retienchment Committee has been 
formed and, therefore, we should not increase exjHMiditim*, but there 
are other as]>eets of the (juestion which have been com|>Ieiely ovcdixcked 
by my friend. This is a de^mrtment whicli l)rin^^s in income, and we 
are payin^^* a vcm v small fraction of that inconu‘ to tin' ])ersons who brin^ 
it in. If increments have bc^en ^iven to (‘vcmtIuxIv, CNcn constables and 
chaprasis, I do not see any reason win these public' sorNants should not 
also have their increments. The Sub-Inspectors of IVhVe ^^et much 
more than the Sub-Rc'^^'istrars, nliose position is far su]u‘rior to that 
of the former, and their responsibility c'annot bc‘ c'cimpan'd with that 
of the Sub-InsjX‘('tors. Theses men are unfortunate', th(‘\ Ih'lon^^ to a 
higher class of society, they are men of educ-ation, but because' they 
have enteresl this department, th('\ should not be ^Hve'ii any ine ie*ase‘ is 
not a sound yirine iide. I stron<^Hy supjeort the' ch'mand. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; I must supiNut whai 
Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul Hae| has said. Whenc‘\e‘r mv Muhammadan 
friends and fe'llow'-countrymen want a communal advantaj^e', I must 
oppose them, but this de'mand must be ae*cecleel to and should be' fully 
p:rant(Ml. 

The Hon’ble Mr P. C* MITTER; I will first of all take' the' ame'Tid- 
inent of Kumar Sliib She'kharc'sv^ar Ray (ite'in T^Jo. 4). I apjue'he'Tid 
the Kumar Sahib is unde'r a misappre'lu'iision. It will ajijH'ar that at 
the present mome'iit one of tlie' liisjx'ctors oi Re'^islration draws a salary 
of Rs. 320 ])e*r men.sem, and jercAision is recjuire*d for six months for 
promotin^jT him to the p:rade of IN 3 *''>0—20—4 50, and the' othe'r insjH'e*- 
tor will also have to be promoted to timt i^radc' from the ^lach' of 
Rs. 300—20 — 400, so 0 x 30 +0 x .50, is eejual to Rs. 4.S0, and this 
is the additional sum re'Cjuired for thc'se Tns|)e*ctors, N'cause tlic'ir ori^rinal 
salary is already include'd in the bud^ret passe'd liy tlie (’ouncll in March 
last. Out of this sum of Rs. 05,007 which I am demanding, nnl\ an 
additional sum of Rs. 480 has been include'd for incrc’^sin^' the piy of 
these inspectors. 

Apart from that question wliich is a (jue'stion of calculation, the 
Kumar Sahib has also su^^^,^est('d that we may do without tlic'se' lnsj>ec- 
tors. I may tell the TIouse that we have tried to mana^^e the de']>artm«‘nt 
on as ec^enomical lines as possible. It apjx'ars that unde'r the' Madras 
system, which at one time the Government here wanted to follow, these 
inspectin*? officers are piven Rs. 500 to Rs. 600, and the uh'a was that 
every district should have these imspecting registrars. On the other 
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hand, the system we have tried to follow is to make the District Sub- 
Registrars perform not only the actual duties of registration, but also 
tlie duties of inspection ; but their in8iX‘ction of 400 odd offices requires 
some amount of checking, and, therefore, from that point of view, we 
re(}uire some insj)ecting officers to check itheii^ ;ijn|3i)eation, and their 
number is less than we have been employing recently. 

I do not want to take up any more time on this amendment; I can 
assure the House that we have tried to work out this scheme as econom- 
ically as jK)S8ible. 

Then with regard to the criticism of Professor S. C. Mukherji, a 
IK)int which has been reiterated by some of tlie other si>eaker8, the i)08i- 
tion is this : the District Sub-Registrars, as I have already said, do only 
registration work, but when he goes out insi)ecting offices in the mufassal 
some other offi(;er at headcjuarters, either a deputy magistrate or a sub- 
deputy magistrate or a probationer will have to do his work there. 
Therefore, he has his original duty of registering documents and this 
additional duty of ins{)ection, and this duty allowance is given Wause 
he has to perform this additional work. He has to go to very out-of- 
the-way places, where he may have to walk or go in a ('ountry-lH)at for 
miles; what we have suggested is far more (‘conomical than what they do 
in Madras. There is prehaps a misapprehension whether the duty allow- 
ance counts towards leave and pension; I myself have sonu' doubt about 
this, but on inquiry from the ITon’ble the Finance Member I have got 
the assurance that it will count towards leave and pension. Therefore, 
ray friends need not have any apprehensioTi on that point. 

This last answer, 1 think, effectively disposes of the criticism of 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaiidhuri. 

As regards the projKisal of Babu Amul\a Dhone Addy suggesting 
that the dt mand be refused entirely, 1 do not ])roj)ose to take any notice 
of that argument. I would leave it with confidence to the good sense 
of the Council. 

The motion of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy was then put and lost. 

The motion of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray w^as then put and lost. 

The motion of IVofessor S. C. Mukherji was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri was then, by leave 
of the (.\)uncil, withdrawn. 

ProfOSSOf S. Cl MUKHERJI: I have had the advantage of an 
explanation from the Ilon’ble the Minister and I do no want to pres my 
motion which runs as follows:—^ 

“ That the demand for Rs. 64,300 under head ‘ 9. — Registration — 
Scheme 2’ be reduced by half.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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Rli LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: I move that the demand 
for R.s. 1,60,267 under head “ 9. — Registration ’’ be redu(5t‘d by 
Rs. 60,000. 

In his last budfret sp«»ecli, tlie Hon’ble the Finaiu^' Member 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 can fifivc you only oiio iiiiiiuic. 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Tlun 1 will not move 
it. 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Then you withdraw? 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: I am ratlur toned to 
withdraw it. 

The motion was, hy leave of the (\)un(*n, witlidrawn. 

The followin^^ motion, standin^^ in th(‘ name of Mr. Ill jo\ prosad Sinph 
Roy was, in the ahsenee of tlu‘ memher, deenuHl to l>t‘ withdrawn: — 

“ That tile demand for Rs. 1,00,2(17 undei Inaid ‘ 0. — Re^nstiation ’ 
he ledueed hy Rs. 50,000.” 

The Hon’ble Mfi P^ €• MITTER: 1 think all thes(‘ amendments ha\e 
been withdrawal, so I need not say an\thin^^ furth(*r. 

The fU’i^nnal demand that a sum of Ks. 1,00,207 he anted for 
exjxMulituie under head ” O.— Ki^^ristiation ” was then jnit and agreed 
to. 


15.— Other Revenue expenditure financed by ordinary revenue- 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: 1 move that tin* sum of Rs 4,400 la* grunt^'d for exjxuidi- 
ture under head ” 15, — Other Revenue exinoidituie tinanciul from 
ordinary revenue.” 

This is a matter w'hieh reall\ relates to the Agricultural Deynirtmeiit, 
and 1 am sure that the Ifoirhle the Minister in charge will rejdy to the 
criticism that may he levelled against the provision that wi‘ are now 
making in the budget, hut it is iua duty to explain why, from the iMiiiit 
of view^ of the Irrigation Ih^partment, w(‘ wadcorne this j>rovision. As 
regards our being able to give an\ officer for th(‘ jnirjKise, it is im|M)ssihh‘, 
l)ecause we are very much iiiideimanned at jiresent, and we cannot Hj»aie 
any officer, hut the necessity has arisen es|K*cially in llankura where 
there are a number of what liave been regarded as minor irrigational 
schemes and where a doubt has arisen as to whether these schemes should 
1)0 financed by the ('o-o|)erative Irrigation Society, or should be brought 
under the control of (iovernment in the Irrigation I>ej>artment. On 
this, of course, rests the quest i{>n as to whfither for some of these scheme , 
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loans for co-operative work should he given by Government; it is there- 
fore essential to classify these schemes, and for that reason we agreed 
in the Irrigation Deiwrtment to assist the Agricultural Dejwirtment to 
arrive at a con(‘lusioii regarding such a classification, and it is for this 
purpose that this temjK)rarv apj)ointnient of an Agricultural Engineer 
with 2 peons and travelling allowance and contingencies, amounting to 
a total of Rs. 4,4()G for six months is being asked for. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that the demand 
for Its. 4,4()G under head “ lb. — Olher Revenue exj)enditure financed 
from ordinary revmiue — S(‘hem(‘ 1 ’ he refused. 

As a re]>reseiiia1ive of the landholders in this Council it gives me 
much |deasur(‘ to find that the (iovernment j)ro]>()ses to take an active 
interest in rural irrigation. This projjosal would enable the co-o|>era- 
tive irrigation societies to undertake minor irrigation schemes. The 
Agrciiltuial lni])roveni(‘nt and Sanitary ])iainag(‘ Act, as jiassed in the 
last Council, has <*onsiderably jmved the \\ay lor such eiiterjuises by 
local people and this further stej) by the Goviunment to place the 
services of an ex|H*rt at then disposal would undoubtedly 1 h‘ most help- 
ful to them. 

The selection of the districts (d' Hiinkuia. and Hirbhum as suitable 
pho'es to make an exjMM-innuit with is also a inovi' in the right direction 
because irrigation (‘aiials stand a. veiy fail chance of success in that 
jiart of the country. 

1 fully support the idea und(‘rlying this demand, but what I (diject 
to is the Cleat ion of a m‘W po.st for tin* purpose. 1 am afraid that this 
new oflic(‘ is only tlu' thin end (d‘ the wt'dge which, if not jducked out 
at om‘e, would soon develo]> into a big department of so-called co-o]X‘ra- 
tive engineers in every district (d* Rengal with all their attendant 
])araphernalia of (jiiarters, officers, clerks servants and heir c/ ca/crfl.v. 

I w'as on the Select (\)niniittee (d the Agricultural Imj>rovement Act 
and if 1 reniemln'r aright our intention was that in resjxu't of minor 
schemes the helj) and ad\ic(‘ of the District Hoard Engineer and his 
existing staff would 1 k‘ sufiicKMit. 1 would have therefore juvferred at 
Ifftst to give a trial to what w'e originally intended. 1, how'ever, that 
be thought im])ra(‘ticable, my next suggestion would be to utilise the 
services of one (d the existing Assistant Engineers from the South- 
Western Gircle, preferably one of the two men jiosted at (^ontai. There 
are at present five smdi engineers who are em])loyed in that (Grcle, but 
the w'ork there is not at all heavy requiring the full-time attontion of 
all these officers. 1 might point out here that though w’e keep a huge 
establishment for the South-Westeni Circle, the actuaj work that is 
annually supervi.sed by them is hardly w'orth a lakh and a quarter. I 
am, therefore, ho{K*ful that the object aimed at by the Government by 
this demand would be eijually well attained by a transfer and a little 
readjustment of the existing staff. 1 therefore oppose this demand, 
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Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I have never been able to reconc ile 
myself to any denuind tor expenditure on the de]Kutnient known as (he 
Agricultural IH'partinent. 1 am thorougliK ccuivinced that thi^ depart- 
ment ought to be aniong.st the very first to go, if tliere is to be any 
reduction of (»xjienditure. In that view of the matter, wlum I hav(‘ got 
such strong vi(‘w> alxnit the activitu's oi the entire' d('[)ai‘tnient, 1 
cannot for a moment beli(‘\e that this appointnu'nt of an Agricultural 
Engnneer, or whatc'Aer lugl> scmding title ma\ be gi\c‘n to linn, can 
be of any the least benefit to the jx'ople. There* is another reason why 
1 object to this projxisal. It means the euvatioii e>f a new ]H)st, and sine'e 
this is the first ])io|K)sal of its kind 1 wish to make m\ meaning ch'ar. 
We wish to e)]>j>ose all ])io|>osals for the* eu’cation of iie'w j>o>st.s on the* 
side* ground that if (lu'sc posts are sanctioned now it will nii'aii that the*y 
will afford (lovernnient an e'xcuse* for |K*ri>e‘luating the' taxation liills, 
though the\ we're jiassi'd as a te‘niporar\ measure. All this is be'ing done' 
b> the'C'xtia nione‘\ derive'd fi’om tlie* ope'ration of the‘^e‘ taxation Hills, and 
if tlie'se IH'W jiosts ai(‘ sanctioned, it will se'i\e as an excuse* for (io\e'rn- 
nie'iit for jM‘r|>i'tuating the* (‘\|)e'udit ure* in this diri'ction; that nie'aiis 
that tlic'se taxation Acts will he' made* |M‘rmane‘nt on th(‘ Statute Hook. 
Hc'fore' we' know the o|unioii of the' Het re'iichme'iit (’oniniitte'e', 1 would 
ask m> colleaeiie's m this (’i)uncil to strongly op|«)se‘ all jirojiosals for 
the creation of new juists. (hi tlie'se* twei gremiiels, I o]ipos(' the di'inaiid. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I must Op]H>S(' till" 

de'niaiid; although it is stated that it is a te‘mpeuar\ arrange'iiK'iit . I am 
sure it will he* soon hi'niniiiig a re'ciiiring e‘X|H‘nelilure‘ in all the' distiicts. 
lle're'afte*!' se*M'ial appoiiitnie'iits will be* niaele on the* same* line's The* 
J)istne*t Ihigine'e*! ’s s(*iMcescan be' e*asil\ editaiiie'd fen t he* e'xamiiiat ion 
of these ii ligation s( he'me's I do not think that (he* Dislint Hoaiels 
will raise aii\ obje'e t ie>ii, II ne*e'e‘ssar\ , the* Distric t lhigine‘e*i ma\ be 
assisted h\ the* ( lverse*e*r. The suggestion made* b\ Kumai Shib 
She'khaiesw ai Ha\ is \e‘i\ iise'iiil. I o|)JM)S(‘ the* eh'manel 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ sjKeke* in Ih'Ugali in sii]>}H)rt of this 
motion. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 

Sir John Kerr): I shouhl like* to sa\ a few woids on this eiue'stion frenn 
the |H)int of view of the' iMiiane'e De'pai tment. As a iiile* the* iMiiame* 
Departme'iit, as m\ Iloirbh* ('edle*agues, the Ministe'r know, take* very 
much the same view of new' posts as Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul llaej has just 
pxiiressed, .but we have reason to believe that from the financial ])oint of 
view, an apiHiiiitme'iit ol tins kind will be of the* utmost \alue*. As •*very 
hoely who knows We'stein Ifengal is aware, the*re is in (he Haiikura elistrict 
scojK* for a great manv small irrigation scheme's, and (he* (V)-o|>ern- 
(ive Department has very rightly taken np thije matter w ith enthusiasm. 
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Th(‘ IS that we ^^et from the (VM)i)erative Department requests foi 
sanction to issue loans for the purpose of these schemes, but at present 
we have very little to f^o upon beyond the enthusiastic (.Diumendation of 
the (/O-ojH^rative Dejmrtmeiit, in regard to the soundness of individual 
schemes. If a sclnune is a sound one, our loan is perfectly safe, but 
if a scheme is unsound the danger is that w(‘ are not likely to get our 
money l)ack and we will tluMi have less money to sp(*nd on otlier new 
HchenH*s. 

Conse(|uently we want to j)ut in an expert engineer capable of advis- 
ing on th(‘ soundii(‘ss of th(‘se small schemes so as to make our loans 
perfectly safe. We shall then be able to turn our money over and over 
again for otlier schemes. It is from the point of view of the Finance 
Department tliat I strongly sujiport tin* demand. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 

Khan Bahadur); Tin* agricultural ])ios}>entv of Hankura and Riibhum 
dejKMids \erv larg(‘l\ on th(‘ deN<d(q)ment of ii ligation. It is 
w(‘ll-known that Rankura in jiarticulai suffers severely from an\ short- 
age of rainfall. Facilities for irii^ation, however, exists and ar(‘ capable 
of dev(do|)m(Mit at a comparal iNel\ small cost Tin* ])roblcm of how 
tl esc facilities can b(‘st be utilized has been (b'alt with b_\ th(‘ Fo-ojiera- 
tiv^e Dejiartment and w’e have decided that the best method is the estab- 
lishment of a net-work of co-operative irrigation societies which will 
utilize the natural resources of the distiaVt, r(‘-ex(*avate existing tanks 
and dig new ones. A number of th(‘se sociidies are already in existem-e 
and are working satisfaidorily. A great many more are ready as soon 
as their schemes can be worked out or examined by a qualified migim'ei. 
As 1 have said the s<*hemes include tank irrigation and the excavation 
of channels from rivers and streams. Resides this, there are sihemes 
of a more comjdicated kind in\olving the election of danis umoss one 
or more rivers, and the desij.;n and excavation of distributaries. All 
this reipiires engineering knowledge. The storage tanks have to be 
provided with some means of (‘S(‘ape so that during heavy rain the 
excess wati'r mav be safely jiassed away. (Tannels led from streams may 
do serious mischief if w rongly aligned. Dams across larger rivers can 
onlv lie carried out by an expert engineer or the work wull be a failure 
and may even cause a disaster. The existing staff of the Irrigation 
Department is i.nable to undertake this w'ork, nor can w-e adopt the 
suggestion of the Kumar Sahib that District Engineers should do the 
work. They are the servants of the District Roard and Government 
have no control over them. Meanwhile the cultivators are waiting in 
ho]»e. Successful irrigation schemes wdll be an economy to Government 
us they will reduce the liability to famine and distress. I can assure 
the (^ouiicil that this co-operative irrigation movement has roused 
enthusiasm and keen expectation among the cultivators, and I trust 
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that they will not disappoint these hope.s hut will vote the small sum 
of money recpiired to realize them. 

Kuniar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY, Mauivi A. K. FAZL>UL 
HAQ and 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ tluMi, by leave of the (hmneil, 
withdrew their motions. 

The motion for reduet ion, whi(*h stood in the name of Ilai Dr. Ifari- 
dlian Duit Bahadur, was tlien detuned to have been withdrawn o\Mn^^ to 
absence of the member. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI’S motion was then put 

and lost. 

The original demand that a sum of Ks. 4,40(1 be quanted ior expem 
diture under head “ lo. Other Iteveime expcmdiiiiie financed from 
ordinary reveinu'.” was then put and af^reed to. 


22.— General Administration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 mo\<‘ that a sum oi 
Rs. b(‘ f^ianled lor f‘X])enditure under head “ —General 

Adniiiiisli’ation.” 

This ladei's to two items -the first with r(‘^n>rd to furniture in 
(TONfMnuHMil House wlihli public piopertv and has to 1 m‘ h*paire(l 
evei'v \eai'. It is oliviously in the jiublic interest that this furniture 
should be Mau'wed pvei\ \(‘ai otherwise it mi^'hl fall into de(‘a\ . This 
item, Sir. is to nu'ct tlii' lemporar\ annual i(‘pairs. 

Tli<‘ otlier item is explaim‘d in th(‘ Memorandum and 1 will not wasti* 
the time of the (^mmil l)\ exjdainin^^ it a^'-ain The Hon’bh* the Miiiis- 
1(‘i 111 chaise of Hilueatioii will e\j>lain ati\ t liiii^»‘ that is attaekisl 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: \ move that the demand foi 
Rs. !J(),7(S0 uiidei head “ — (Jener’al Administration -Scheme 2 b(« 

1 el used. 

41iis refcis to the ajipointment of a Special (Mlicer to the Hducation 
Dejiart meiit ol the Hcii^ml Secr-etariat . It ajipears that this scheme has 
been forwarded with a recommendation from the (ioviTument of Ifrmi^al 
to the (loveriinieiit of Imlia and is now |)endinf,^ tlie Secretary f)f State’s 
saiK'tion. It ajijiears that Mr. .I. N. Ro\ has been entrusted with special 
dut\ in this depart rmuit on a salary of Rs. !L\7r)0 jier mciiHeni. So it 
apfimirs that the Hell^^al (tovernmeni, w’ithout waiiin^^ for the sanction 
of the (lovernmeiit of India or of the Secretary of State, has already 
appointed an oflicer on such a InVdi salary. W(‘ have been speakin^^ of 
retrenchment and the Ben^,^al (loverninenf has been jilerised to aj)]K)int 
a committee for the retrenchmenf of expenditure, but on the contrary, 
W(‘ find tliat ad<litional jrosts are created from time to tune and this post 
has been filled up even in anticipation of .sanction of hi^^her authorities. 
I wunild say .that it is an insult to the higher authorities and an insult 

2Ga * 



392 


DrlMANDS FOR OKANTS. 


LmOtji Aug. 


U) the Omncil ihat the (ioveriiment oi Bengal should apix)int an officer on 
such a high salary without getting the sanction of the higher authorities. 
Now, Sir, what do we find? It is said that these costs are incurred 
owing to the Reforms. Is this Reform ? By Reforms I find additional 
taxations have been imposed — I find increments of salaries and allow- 
ances to officers, and I find increment in the number of officers. Is this 
considered to be the retrenchment of expenditure? If this is reform, 
I am sick of it. far as the Education Department is concerned 
Government has thought fit to make an additional contribution of only 
two lakhs and a halt to ihe (-alcutia Fniversity though that Fniversity 
has l)een suffering from a heavy deficit. They have made a contribution 
of Rs. 9,00, 000 to the ])a(‘ca Fniversity. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: 1 rise lo a point of order, Sir. Is 
the hon’ble meml^er ndevani ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You had belter confine your remarks 
in your motion. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Goveinimmt are trying theii 
best to increase tin* pay of officers and create new ]M>sts without waitiiig 
for the saiK'tion of th(‘ ( ouncil oi of th(‘ higlKU' authoi'iti(‘>. 1 would 
oppose it so huig as we do not get the recoiniiKMidat ion> of the liet]'(Mich- 
ment (\)mmitt(‘e. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ s[)oke in vernacular (opposing the 
grant. A translation of his speech is as follows: — 

(hifortunately for Bengal, th<‘ iiumbfu of otiicei’s ar(‘ sti'adily imu’eas- 
ing. Education has gr(‘atl\ detm'iorati'd. but wv find that the number 
of insjH'cting offidU’s and tin* iat(\s of their pav ar(‘ alw{4\s on tlie 
incnuise. If the work of the Fducation l)ej)artnu‘nt has IxM-ome Innivier 
than before, whv not engage a junioi' conijM'tcMit ('iviliaii? I think if 
my pro])osal is a(‘ce]>t(‘d, tin* woik of tlu' Education Dejiai tmmit will 
be smoothly managed. With tlu*se few words, 1 su]>poit llu' imdioii. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I had a talk with the 
Hmrblc th(' Minister in chaige who explaimsl niatti'rs to ni('. I do not 
like to press my motion. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I also do not liki* to press my motion. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I would not like, to press 
my motion. 

The following motions were, in the absence of the movers, deemed 
to be withdraw n 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: That the demand for 
Rs. i?fi,7S9 under head ‘ — General Administration — Scheme 2/’ be 
reduced by Rs, 13,000.’^ 
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Rai Dfi HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: “That the demaiui for 
Rs. 2G,789 under head * 22. — (leneral Adniijiistration—Seheine 2,’ l>e 
reduced by Rs. 9,100.” 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: ** That the demand for 
Rs. 20,789 under head ‘ 22. — (leneral Administration — Scheme 2,* be 
reduced by R.s. 7,r)00.” 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: I rom the atti- 
tud(‘ of my fiicnds, it a|>]H‘ais tliat th(‘ House has Innui coiis iiic(h1 aliout 
the iiecessit\ of haviii;.r a iiill-time SiM-retaiy to the Hoii’ble the Minister 
for Education. Fonsiderin^^ th(‘ ^laM* (juestions of education and of 
ediK'ational reforms, which an‘ comin^^ ui> for our consideration --for 
instance, the Calcutta UniviM-sity Act, the formation of a Hoard of 
Secondary Education, etc., and also considcMiiifj: th(‘ accumulation cd' 
work in hand, I think it absolut(d\ necessary that we should have a 
w’hole-tiim* ScH ridarv foi’ the Ilon’bh^ the Ministm* to advance th(‘ cause of 
education in tliis ]Movince. It apjHNirs loim tlu‘ motions of refusal, 
that some membms wert* foi n'duction, but now the\ have Immmi convin- 
c(m1 oI the nec(‘ssit\ of havin^^ a whoh*-time Secretarv. iind 1 tliinh the 
Hous(‘ w'ill allow the demand of tin* Kducation Minist(‘r. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER GHOSE Bahadur: The note id the 

Dcjiai'tmeid a{>j>eii(lt‘d to the Hudj^'‘i‘t mak(‘s it (‘h‘ai that the ^’Tant, as 
a tem])oraiv nieasUK*, should be allowisl, but when it ^»‘oes lurlln*r ainl 
sa\s that an additional |M‘tniant*nt fiducalioii S4‘ci(‘tar\ is lo bi* apjxunt- 
ed, I must sa\, 1 cannot a^nee with tin* Depai (iin*nt . Tin* leasoii ^nva*n 
is that it is to o-ivi* effc'ct to tin* Sadh*i Fommission’s Rejiort. That 
leason do(‘s not satisfy me. So Ion*; as tin* rniv(*isiti(*s Act is not 
pass(‘d, 1 think, there is sonn* justdi(‘ation for a ti*miM)raiy S(*cretaiy; 
but altei the Fni vei sit i(*s Act has b(s*n passed, the liiMirv of a s(*]Mrat<* 
Falucation Si*cietarv seems t(^ me to be <‘xtrava^n‘nt Tin* I ni\(‘isitv 
wcnild Ik* ind(*pend(‘nt of tin* (i(»\(‘rnment ami 1 believe the Se(‘ 0 ’idaiv 
Hoaids will also In* ]nde]K‘ndent of (loveinment, and then* wilj b<* very 
little work left tor the (iovernment to do e\(‘t*pt in the matter 
of primaiv (*ducatioiL That bein^’ so, 1 think, so tar as tin* peimanent 
Secretary is conc(*i’ned, I am oj»jMKs(‘d io it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. MITTER: .May 1 explain to tin* Uai Hahadur 
that the pres(*nt irrant is for a temporary appointnn‘nt ? We can dis- 
cuss the permanent ^nant when wcjcome up for it at sonn* future date. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 only protest a^'^ainst 
the premunency of the pr(‘S(‘nt aj)|M>intm(‘nt. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I to oppOHi* the motion of 
Babu Amulya Dhone Addy. I hojH> it will be conceded that I am one 
of those membeis. who have been fi^ditin^^ for retrenchment in th^^ 
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Ooiiiicil. ]5ut it fteeins to me that tlurigs are beiiip carried too far. It 
may lie that retrenchineiit has f,^ot into the hraims of some of the inem- 
heis. Ill seiifloii and out of seastin, tliev will ^^o on asking tor letrench- 
meiit without considering whether tt;i( jiarticular retrenchment is good 
for the country or not. I would a.sk the mover to seriously consider 
the position whl(‘h had been created in the Education Department. 
The ]>osition was very anomalous, before this Secretary or special officer 
was up]M)iiitcd. The J)ire(‘tor of Ibiblic Instruction would jiass orders 
on ceitaiii files as Director, and then again, as Di'jiuty Secretary, he 
would liav(^ to consider these orders. The sanu' (dficer would act in the 
•lual cafiacity of (h'iginal and A]>pellate Fourts. Now, can any member 
seriously sug^(‘st tliat this proc(Mlur(‘ was at all conducive to good 
work, or to the right i>erformance of dut\ ? We all felt that the Edu- 
cation Department was suff(‘ring tor want (d a jiermanent Sinaidarv. 
The matter was most im]K)rtant. We ha\e all la^tui trying for ]>rimary 
education. We are all anxiims to ha\(* new schemes toimulated in this 
dejiartment; so we should ha\(‘ a jHumanent Secietaiy and 1 do not 
see wh\ Ihibu Amul>a Dhon(‘ Addy should talo* <‘Xc(‘ption ii> it 

Th6 Horti’blo Mr, P, C, MITTERj .\ftei th(‘ discussKui which has 
iak(Mi ]dacc, I do not think that 1 ne(Ml detain llu* (\)un( il by an\ lenglhv 
remaiks. The nnison for this grant is staled on ))ag(‘ !) (d tin* Memo- 
landiim and I ikmmI onlv add that the immibeis 'should realiM* that (he 
Education Ih'partnieiit has got to (hail with a budget (d loughlx 1 eroH‘ 
do lakhs of ru{H'vs, about 47,000 juimaiN sdioid^, a laigi^ numb(M' (d 
Middle English Schools, 000 high schoids and lh(‘ (wo Enivi'isitii^s 1 
can assui(‘ tlu' llousi' that from actual (‘XperuuKi^ I ioiiiid that for 
want of a Secretarv work suflVi’cd and the position beciinu' a verv diffi- 
cult one, but 1 do not jirojiosi* t(» (uitiu into didaiK 1 ha\(' Mioiigli 
confid(Mic(‘ in the good sense of the Ilousi* and I am sure tlu' llous(‘ 
wdll pass my (hunand. 

Ihibu Amul\a Dliom^ Add\’s motion was then juit and lost 

The original diuiiand that a sum oi Us. 00,000 bt' granted for (‘\- 
peiidituiv under head “ (Imieral Administration” was tlnui ])ul 
and agri‘(‘d to. 


24.— Administration of Justice. 

The Hon’ble Sir ARD-UR-RAHIM: I move that a sum of 
Rs. l(),!Mr) be granted for exiHMiditure under head “ 24. -Administra- 
tion of Justice.” 

This is a demand in resist of the arrears of salary of the Adminis- 
trator-General and the Deputy Administrator-tTemu'al of Rengal. The 
facts are rather comjJicated and 1 am not suqirised that the gentlemen 
who have given notices foi je^luction of the grant migld waint informa- 
tion us regards this item. The history is a long one and I do not 
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think I shmihl lu* justified in takin^^ u]) the time of the (\iuncil hv 
narrating tin* whole history. Rut 1 mu.st |M)int out how tlii^ deiuaml 
has arisien. 

Mr. Kinney, the j)reseiit Admini.stiator-Geneial and Gttieial Trustee, 
was a|>point(Ml as Deiniiy Administrator-General as far back as 1903. 
He was fiist api^oinU'd to act as Administrator-General in February, 
1913, about 9 yeais a^n), and, from that time he has practically throu^di- 
out been a(‘tin^^ as the Administrator-Gemual and afterwards as Adminis- 
trator-General and Official 3’rustee — when the* two ofiictss wtuv amal- 
pimafed — with only a few breaks, until the dat(‘ of his confirmation. 
Ilis j)ay is Rs 2,000 l isin^^ by annual incrennuit of Rs. 100 t(> Rs. 2,000 
As a mati(U‘ of fact h(‘ has Ihmui, as 1 hav(‘ .said, a(*tin^’ as tin* .\dminis- 
trator-Gcneral for 9 yeais with (‘tutain breaks. Tho.s(‘ bieaks occurn‘d 
from various caus(‘s. The main n^ason why he was not i‘onfirim‘d (\irlit‘r 
was that the scheme foi' tin' amaltiamation <d the two oiiiccs of the 
.\dmini.sliaioi-G(un‘ral and the OHicial Trustci' was under tin* considtM’a- 
tion of ih(‘ GoM'rnnuMil o( India, and it took a ratlnu’ lon^'' tini(‘ ludore 
the schenu' was finall\ sanidiont'd As rcf^ards Mr. Mor^Mii, h(‘ was 
hist ai)i)(Uiited to ofhciate as l)(‘put\ Adniinistrator-( icmual in 1910, 
that is about 12 \ears a^ro and he wauit on oiiicialin^ in that apl*oint- 
iiiciit till 1!)10 wluui h(‘ joined the war ll(‘ was awa\ at lh(‘ iuuit lor 
.s('nH‘ \eais and tluui h(‘ came back and n‘j(uned the ajipcuiitiiKUit It 
Is w (dl-kiKiW n that this (iovcinmeiit and the ( loNmuiiiMUit of India ha\e 
laid down that an\ liKNiks in .s(‘ivic(‘ will be condoned if they W(mv 
cause(l by an otllter joining ih(‘ wai both as r(‘^Mrds the I(‘CM‘ and the 
pas. I should also like this ll(uis(‘ to beai thi‘ lact in mind that tli(‘.s(‘ 
res|>(;nsib](‘ oiiiccs aie held b\ professional e-tuithunen of some standing: 
Hi thiur profession and it would not b(‘ fan \() k(‘e]) tlnun otliciat in;^' lor 
a loiiit tiiiK* or as what Is ( alhsl t(‘clini(aill\ , suh pfoicni, so as to rihanl 
their ]>iomoiion If th(‘ (HH'stioii of amaI«i:amation did not take such a 
lon^'- time, Mr. Kinm'V would havi^ drawn his full j>a\ lon^‘ aj^oi, and 
Mr Moi^'*an would also hav(‘ bemi (‘ntitl<'d to draw th(‘ niaMimini ol his 
jKix When the.se (jliiceis jKunted out their levances, this Goveinment 
lecommemled to the Go\e]nni(‘nt of India that tiie\ should be allowasi to 
draw their niaMinuni pay from 7th of h7*bruar\ , 1929, and the Govern- 
imuit of India sanctioiied the apjdieation, and thus this demand is nnob* 
to meet tlu‘ diffenuict' in pav from that datiu 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 move that the diuiiand lor 
Rs. 9,090 undci’ head “ 24.— Administration of d ust ice S( heme 1 ” 
be let used. 

This is one of the most extiaoidinarv demands jdaced befon* this 
('ouiicil. It is practically askin^^ foi letrosjKM-tive pav of tw’o ollicers, 
who are already ^ettin^’’ InYdi pay, because, forsooth, the India Govern- 
ment has .sanctioned it. I do not know whether the Ren^ml Govern- 
ment liked this letKrsjHM tive ])ay, be(ause, we find no provision for 
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lit llic oii^niijil of the year. The argument for this 

Is it \erv curious oue, and I do uoi know what the Accoiintaiit- 
(iciiciiil hud io say to it. Mr. Kinney was first a]>|H>inted in 191d and 
c(Hifirni(‘d in 1920. (hn‘ would hu\'‘ thou^dit that the ]){>sltion was 
<iuit(‘ clcui'. Rut now let us lislen to the sjHM'iims ar<;uinent of the 
0()V(M niiKMil . If h(‘ had h(‘en (*onfirnied in 1914 instead of 1920, he 
nii^'lii liu\e <;ot this rale of Hs. 2,000. Well, why did you noi confirm 
him III 19My Are you piin^r to evade the rules by such sjieeial ])lead- 
in<,'‘y Heeaus(‘, you hav(‘ h(‘en al)l(‘ to inise extia nion(*y hy Innivy taxTi- 
lion on the jtoor people, you must stpiander this money in this way? 
TIk' ar^oiimmt in iuvour of Mr. Morj^an is mort' curious still. Tie was 
aj»point(‘d in ItllO, hut tlu*r(‘ were lirtsiks In his seiviet‘ and then he 
resi^nied. Ih* just ^mve up his job. lie was rea])point(‘d in 1919 and 
eoiifirimsl in 1920. Now’ hen* is tin* s}m‘ciu1 jileadin^^ tor him. Had 
then* b(‘(‘n no int(Tru]>tlon, he w’ould have lK‘en enlilled to this nite. 
Rut, Sir, th(‘r(‘ was ;tn int(‘rru])tion in Ills seiviee. It has lu'mi said 
that li(‘ w’ent out to join tin* war. Veiv wi*!!, ^nve him any bonus you 
like fi'oni I In' mllitaiy d(‘paitnn‘nt. Rut wliv should this (io\ernnn*nt 
pay foi his wai s(*ivie(‘sy llcov can you conn* foiward to wasti* pulilic 
mone\ on such theoielical and flimsv ai^’unii'iitsr^ This juovinct* has 
Innl to pay nion* than 10 lakhs of ru|H‘(‘s in relios|H*ctiv(‘ j>a\ ’ W(* 

thou^Til W(‘ had heard the last of tlu'se Rut still th(‘y come! The 
India (io\('rnnn*nt ])(*rmits tln*ni to tak<* this niom'v Wi* must ])av 
tin* nion(‘v. Is this jirovincial autononn ? Will tin* (iovernnn*nt of 
India H'coup us I'oi the mone\ ? If thi'V like that IIh'm* ollic(*rs should 
b(‘ helpi'd, why do tln'v not |)ay tln'inoin*) ? 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: TIk'K* are ceitain ofiiei's, tin* iitilitv 
of w'InVh 1 hav(* ne\{*i be(*n abh* to umh'islnnd. All tlu'se ])osls of the 
Administ ratoi'-t b'neial and tin* (Mhcial Trusi(*e and the Ollicial Assignee 
arc* a b'W' of tln'si*. My own view is this, that tliesi' jiosts an* absolut(*ly 
nsel(*ss and it Is tinn* that thev should Ih* abolish(*d. llowev(*r, that Is 

not tin* point for consideration at pres(*nt The ininn*diate (pn'stion Is 

wh(*tln*r w’(* should s|H*nd about Ifs. 10,001) out of the moncN d(*riv(*d fiom 
extra taxation in (mh*r to enable ceitain ^»‘(*ntl(*men to lecoup tln*ir 
]H)ck(‘ts owin^»‘ to the fact that tln*v could not di’aw' that j>av for r(*asons 
for whieh this ('ouneil is not resjKUisible. In one casi* it is nearly 

Its. 4,000 and In another ease Rs. 5,000 and It is pro]H)sed to recouj) 

these u’»*ntlemen by tln*se sums. 1 would point out in the first place 
that thesi* •renth'nnMi draw' a fairly hi^di salary and I do not think that 
thev are any the w’orse for not having: drawn this money and that if 
W(^ do not ^^rant them tlu'se amounts they will be in any way ineonven- 
iem'(*d. 1 am sure that they can afford not to draw' those Rs. 10,000 and 
I wonder if tln*y themselves have show'u any ^nuevance for not draw'in" 
these arrears of jHiy. T am inclined to think that by reason of tin* fa<‘t 
that we are now short of cash we should not thrust this money into the 
])oekets of thesi* gentlemen and that if the jxrsition is pro[)erly explained 
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to them I (loul)t not that tliev will 1 m‘ the very first to refuse to U* 
reeou]H*(l tlieir mom'V whieli has been derived from tlie extra taxation. 
Be*lie>in^r that these p^entlemen do not reijuiie the money, I think that 
this money oiif^ht not to he sj)ent in this wa\. 1 fully su])i>ort my 
friend, Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta, in refusin^^ the demand. I hope the 
Gouneil will eomhine in this matter as it is a (piestion of ]Minciple. The 
money which has not been diawn ihhmI not 1h‘ drawn now. It is a . 
(juestion of economy and of pi incijde. 

The followin^^ motion, standin^^ in the naim‘ of Rai Nibaran Fhaiidra 
Das (lupta Bahadui, was, in the absence of the mtunlun, deemed to hv 
withdrawn : — 

“ That th(' demand for Rs. !),()!)() under head ‘ *J4. — Administiation 
of Justice — Scheme 1 ’ be redinasl by ]{s. 5,28!).’' 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Mr. Fazl-ul Ihuj is often very 

witt\ and humorous, but 1 think on this occasion he has surpassed 
himself. *1 am jKoJeitlv sun' that he does not know tlu' facts relatln^^* 
to the ajiiiointments of M(‘ssrs. Kinney and Morjran, otlu'rwise In* would 
not have said that th(\\ would not bt‘ at all ea«»‘ei to juess thi'ii claims. 
11 tlieie ha'' Ixnm some delay in tlu* matter of m(‘etin^»’ tlu'ir claims, that 
was partly at h'asi du(' to the juocedun* that ha<l to b(‘ ^'•om* into in their 
cast'. AV(‘ had to uj> to tlit' (fovernmt'iit of India lor orders and lieiict' 
the delay. But for the facts that 1 havt‘ meiitiont'd Mt'ssrs. Kinney and 
Mor<:an would have drawn their full pa> from tht' 7th hVbruaiy, 11)2(1. 
It has bt'cn said b\ Mr. h'azl-ul Hat)— 1 tio not think he ieall\ im'ant it 
— that tlu' olli(‘(‘s of the Ailministratord lem'ral, Deputy Admin- 
istrator-Oeneral and the Oliicial Trustee an* useless siiu'c’un's. It is 
wt'll-known that tlu'sf* olii{‘(*s an* (d tin* |.,^n*at(‘'.l us(‘ for the mana^(*ment 
ol eslat(‘s that liavt* to Ik* manaj»ed umh'r the care of (t()V(‘rnment . 
SoiiH'times apjdicat ions loi estates to Ik* taki'ii ('har|jfe of by tin* 
AdministratoiJieiK'i'al havi* to be n*fused. I must say this, and I hojM* 
tlu* ll()us(‘ will lu'ar it in mind, that M(‘ssrs. Kinney and Mor^mn havt* 
reor^anis(‘d these offic(*s on a sound fo()tin^^ Some time before they 
came in, these oliices were not mana^n'd as eliicieiitly as they mi^dit be, 
but now it cannot be denied that tlu*y an* mana^^ed very well indeed. 
The estati's, wJiich alto^.,'’ether are of considerable value, are jM'ojHuly 
hudved afti*r, to the ^M’eat benefit of the beneficiaru*s and at the same 
time not a sin^de pice of (lovernment money is sjx'iit ujkiii tlu'se offices 
or the staff, that is to say, whatever we [lay in the shajM* of salaries and 
allowaiu'es, and the cost of establishment is more than recou]>ed from 
the amounts that are levied from these* estates. So tlu* demand which 
1 am at presiuit makin^^ will not Ik* a charj^^* on the revi'iim* at afl; it 
will be ]>aid by the estates that derive lienefit from tlu*sc offices. Mr. 
Fazl-ul Haij com])lains, and so has also Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta, that 
he cannot understand why these amounts were not drawn l>^*fore. If I 
were to ^o into the entire history, it w’ill 1 m* a lon^^ affair, but I would 
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oul f^ciieially that the (luestioii of the luualgamation of these 
(>tfic(^s was under llu‘ (‘oiisiderathui of the (Tovernineiit for a lon^r time. 
Mr. Kiiiti(\v was, however, doiiijr thi.s work throu^^hmii, and it was not 
Ills lauli that ihe siduone was not lirouf.^hl into ojKM'iition at once or 
wutlnn a reasonalih* jKoiod of tiin(‘. We cannot keep a man on a j)ost 
of this (diaracter olHciating or xuh pro irmpoir for an indefinite jvriod 
'of time, without him the full salary of the post. 

As r(‘^»*ards Mr. Morgan’s case, I was rather suriuised to hear Rahii 
fiidu Rhushan Diitla say that (lovernmeiit were wron|,r in allowing’* 
Mr. Moi^^aii to count the jxu-iod during' which he was servin^^ at the 
front, towaids inclement. I should ha\e thou^>“ht that Rabu Indii 
Ithushan Dulta knew as 1 am sure the House knows, that in every case 
wh(‘i(‘ civil oflicers h'ft their olii(‘(‘ in oidm* to join the arni>, the> were 
allowed, on return, to count for full seivice thi‘ iihu' when they were 
jil ili(‘ front. 1 have no doubt that th(‘ (ouncil will a^nve that there 
was i^Mxid leason foi allowiii}^'' Mr. Mor^^an the maximum rati^ ol pay. 
On tli(‘s(* ^i‘ounds, I ojijiosi' th(‘ motion. 

On the motion bein^^ put, a division wa^ taken with the fidlowin^j; 
result 


A4imed, Mun$hl Jafar. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 
Banerjee, Fi'al Bahadur A*blnash Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendra Nath. 

Outta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Makramall, Munshl. 

MItra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Moltra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

Mukharjl, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 


AYES. 

* Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Nakey, MIrza Muhammad All. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

I Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra Lai. 

I RIshI, Babu Rastk Chandra- 
j Roy, Babu Nailnl Nath. 

I Roy, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh. 

I Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 

I Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 


NOES. 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddin. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl WasImudiTn. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Azaharuddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

All, Mr. Syed Nasim. 

All, Munshl Ayub. 

A'zam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja MohamcB. 
ianirjea, the Non'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Boie, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyid 
Nawab Ail, Khan Bahadur. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Dai, Babu Bhlihmadev. 

Das Gupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
De, Babu Fanindralal. 

Donald. Mr. J.' 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 


Emerson, Mr. T. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

French, Mr. F. C. 

i Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder 
Coodc, Mr. 8. W. 

HIndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

: Hussain, Maulvl Mahammed Madassur. 

I Kerr, the Hon'ble Sir John. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftque Dddin. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Law, Raja Rethee Case. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhone. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd ur. 

Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarlt Bhutan. 
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Roy, Rtja Mtniloll tlngh. 

Salain, Khan Bahadur Atdus. 
Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. H. K. 

Stephenson, the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 


Suhrawardy, Or. Hassart. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The A\es beiii**’ 11) and the Noes 54, the mol ion was lost. 


The followin^^ motion was then jnit and lost: — 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: That the demand for Us. 1,825 
under liead ‘ 24. — Administiation of ♦lu'^tice — Scheme 2 ’ ht‘ i't‘diieed hy 
Us. !)5.” 

The oii^inal demand that a sum of Rs. 10, 1)15 Ik* ^ranti'd lor 
e\j)endituie under liead “24 — Admini.stiation of JusIkk* ” was tln*n 
])ut and a^*]t‘ed to. 


25.— Jails and Convict Settlements. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I mo\(* that !i sum of 
Us. 4,000 1)(* frranf(‘d ioi’ e\iH*nditure undei liead “ 25. — ,lails and 

('on\ K t Settlements.” 

This IS meant to meet certain hills a^^^Me^.;’atin^^ Us. 2,000, ^\hleh 
^\eM' not sent in h\ the ( alcutta ( or]>oration last year. These hills aii' 
ill eoiinection with the su])j>ly of eh‘ctiie (uri'enl, watei, (‘te., to tin* 
temporai'V jail at Knldei jiori*. 44ie r(‘maiiiinj.» ninouiit is for tin* eosi of 
le]^lacln^^ ill their jirojier |)lae(‘s, the sloies which had 1m'<‘Ii removed 
liom tin* sln*ds used as a t(‘m|Huai\ juil Tin* oiilv motion foi reduction 
is oin* which stands in tin* name of Shah S\ed Mmdadul ihnj, il this is 
the deduction of ids usual (histiin, 1 hope lie will withdraw the motion 
and save the lime ot tin* ('ouncil 

44ie hdlowin^ motion was, h\ leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: ” That the demand for Us. 4,000 
iiinh*!* head ‘ 25. — .lails and ( onvict Settlements — Scfieim* 1 ’ Ik* ri'duied 
hv Us. 150.” 

44ie on^nnal demand that a sum of Us. 4, 0(H) Ik* granted for e\jK‘iidi- 
ture und(*r head ” 25. — .lails and (oiiviet Settleiin'iits ” was tin*)! jnii 
and a^H'eed to. 


31.— Education (Reserved). 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EUROPEAN EDUCA- 
TION (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan) : 1 move 
that a sum of Us. 1,54,000 he ^.rranted tor exjM*ndituie und(*r head 
“ 41 .—Education (Reserved).’' 

This amount is reiiuired, as exjdained on jia^^e 15 of the Supple- 
mentary Estimate, us the actual amount reipiired under direct ^rants^to 
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oul f^ciieially that the (luestioii of the luualgamation of these 
(>tfic(^s was under llu‘ (‘oiisiderathui of the (Tovernineiit for a lon^r time. 
Mr. Kiiiti(\v was, however, doiiijr thi.s work throu^^hmii, and it was not 
Ills lauli that ihe siduone was not lirouf.^hl into ojKM'iition at once or 
wutlnn a reasonalih* jKoiod of tiin(‘. We cannot keep a man on a j)ost 
of this (diaracter olHciating or xuh pro irmpoir for an indefinite jvriod 
'of time, without him the full salary of the post. 

As r(‘^»*ards Mr. Morgan’s case, I was rather suriuised to hear Rahii 
fiidu Rhushan Diitla say that (lovernmeiit were wron|,r in allowing’* 
Mr. Moi^^aii to count the jxu-iod during' which he was servin^^ at the 
front, towaids inclement. I should ha\e thou^>“ht that Rabu Indii 
Ithushan Dulta knew as 1 am sure the House knows, that in every case 
wh(‘i(‘ civil oflicers h'ft their olii(‘(‘ in oidm* to join the arni>, the> were 
allowed, on return, to count for full seivice thi‘ iihu' when they were 
jil ili(‘ front. 1 have no doubt that th(‘ (ouncil will a^nve that there 
was i^Mxid leason foi allowiii}^'' Mr. Mor^^an the maximum rati^ ol pay. 
On tli(‘s(* ^i‘ounds, I ojijiosi' th(‘ motion. 

On the motion bein^^ put, a division wa^ taken with the fidlowin^j; 
result 


A4imed, Mun$hl Jafar. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 
Banerjee, Fi'al Bahadur A*blnash Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendra Nath. 

Outta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Makramall, Munshl. 

MItra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Moltra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

Mukharjl, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 


AYES. 

* Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Nakey, MIrza Muhammad All. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

I Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra Lai. 

I RIshI, Babu Rastk Chandra- 
j Roy, Babu Nailnl Nath. 

I Roy, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh. 

I Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 

I Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 


NOES. 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddin. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl WasImudiTn. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Azaharuddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

All, Mr. Syed Nasim. 

All, Munshl Ayub. 

A'zam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja MohamcB. 
ianirjea, the Non'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Boie, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyid 
Nawab Ail, Khan Bahadur. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Dai, Babu Bhlihmadev. 

Das Gupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
De, Babu Fanindralal. 

Donald. Mr. J.' 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 


Emerson, Mr. T. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

French, Mr. F. C. 

i Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder 
Coodc, Mr. 8. W. 

HIndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

: Hussain, Maulvl Mahammed Madassur. 

I Kerr, the Hon'ble Sir John. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftque Dddin. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Law, Raja Rethee Case. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mltter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhone. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd ur. 

Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarlt Bhutan. 
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rontribiitif^ii firm provincial irvenurs (apait iioin laij^r (-(Mitnlmtions 
from liTii)erial souices) iowanls the ex|H*n(liture of |>riinarv scluHils or 
even sj>eeial sehools for Eurojieans and An^^lo-lndian^; eomes up io 
nearly 42 ]hm' rent, of tin' total ex|H‘nditure. 

Next, 1 may draw tlie attention of the (’ouncil to tin* fact that Hiu'h 
an increiis(‘ is not necessitated h\ tlu^ proi^ness that piimai\ (‘ducation 
is makin^^ amon^ the EurojH‘an and An^'-h)-lndiar ho\s It will he si^en, 
on referring’’ to the re]K)rts (fn Ihihtic Iiisii action in IIcii^mI toi the yiairs 

1919-20 and 1920-21, that tin* numlua of I']aiopt‘an schools ((dcmentary 

includinpi: pre])aratory and un^'radtsl) was oiil\ II in 1919 educating’’ 
4,701 |)ii])ils. In 1920, not a sinf»h* scluud was added to this nunihei’; 
only the total niimher of j>apils wioit a]> to f.TSO, that is onl\ ahoai 
f)0 new' students weie added. In 1921, ihen‘ was tin* sani(‘ nunihiM of 
schools, hut the nuniher of stuihuits was sli^dith hifrhiM*. namely, 4,799. 
Thus it wall he seen that whilst schools |uoMding (‘ducation of an eh'iiu'iil* 
ary tyjH* to EurojH*ans and An^^lo-lndiaus did not incri‘as(‘ evtui hy om* 
durin^^ the last 0 oi 4 yi'ars and whilst the nuinlH‘r id' ho\s ^ndtiiij^^ i‘du- 
cat-ion in those schools did not nicr(‘ast‘ e\eu h\ 100, th(‘ ^n*ants to thesi* 
institutions ar(‘ ^^oin^^ to h(‘ in(‘r(‘as(‘d - it this j^n’aiit is allow ( m 1 — ])\ 
400 ]H'r cent. As af^Miiist this, I may jHunt out to tht‘ Council that the 

numlier of schools meant foi' ]uiniai\ (‘ducation of Indian ho\s has 

incr(‘as(‘d from 01,271 in 191!l to 05,090 at tin* (‘iid of 1921 — that is 
hy about 1,500 schools in 0 \(‘ais — an aM‘iap* incr(‘asc of 500 schools 
]H‘r year; and th(‘ nunih(‘r of pupils r(‘c(‘i\inf» (‘ducation in tlnwc s( liools 
has increased from 1,145,000 in 1919 to 1,1SI,000 at tin' (uid of 1921, 
7.C., there is an in(‘i(‘ase of 00,000 ho\s in two U'ars or IS, 000 ho\s |h‘i 
year. Yet while a sum of Hs. 2J lakhs re|>res(‘ntcd ih(‘ (ioMunmciit 
frrant for Kurop(‘an Piimar\ St hooK, and that sum also was ^•■mn/.r In h(‘ 
increased by a recurrin^^ ^r>unt (d IN. 1,01,000, we find, that tin* provi- 
sion made in the pi‘inci]ial hud[»(‘t foi ^Mants to primai\ s(diools meant 
for Indians was Us. 20,00,000 and that could h(‘ au^^iiK'iited in tlu' 
supplemental y Imd^^et by a further provision (d onl\ Ks. 2, ioi tin* 
(‘xtension of Urimar\ hlducation and of wliuh only IN 15,000 was 
meant for recurrin^^ (‘XiH*iiditui(‘. 1 then'huc se(‘ no justification at all 
to suppon sikIi a reiuirrinfif ^naiit on a lavish scab*, and 1 am disposed 
to think that if the (iovernment allow the whoh* of this ^naiit to l^uio- 
})ean primary schools the\ will countenance and th(‘ cons(‘{jU(‘nc(' will 
l>e such a “ thoiif^htless (‘xpansion ” that its parallel will not Im* found 
either in the I'niversity, sei'ondary or jirimarv education in th(‘ ]>rovinc(‘. 
Moreover, the net result of this incieas(‘(l ^rrant will he that the cost 
ix*r pujul in EuroiH‘an schools which is already too hi^^h will h(‘ hi^rher. 
It will he seen on refeiTin^^ to the reports, that the av(‘ia^^e cost per 
pupil in Indian primaiT s( hools is only IN. 2 or (lo(‘s not (‘xce(‘(l Us. •{, 
whereas in European sch(K)ls it is at least IN. 10 or Us. 17, if not IN. 7S 
to Rs. 83 as Mr. Wordsworth was telliiifr me, and if this ^Mant is 
allowed, the cost will be doubled if uot trebled irer boy, At any rate, 
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the r(*suli will !)(% as I have said ludure, that the fj;raiUs to Euroj)ean 
priinan seli(K)ls will In* increased by 400 {k*!* eeiit. in e.ourse of five 
years. Wh(‘tlier it is justified or not, whether the present financial 
situation can allow it or not, whether the progress that has been made 
ill the Euroj>ean jiriinary schools demands it or not, it is for the Coumnl 
to decide. 1 ha\e only ^mvcmi the facts and fi|^nires as they are in the 
budget and in the reiHirts. Mr. Wordsworth was telling me that the 
Itndget figur(‘s n-ganling grants to non-tTovinnnient primary schools 
for Eui'opeans \\ere not correct, hut so long as they stand unchallenged 
and uiicori'ccti'd, J am lathm* disjMised to go by them than by any other 
figur(‘s 

With these words, 1 mov(‘ that the demand tor Rs. 1,84,(1(10 
under h(*ad “81. — Edu<‘ation (lteser\eil) — Scheme 1,” be reduced by 
Rs. 07, ()()(). 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in liengali in support of the 
motion. A translation of his s|)eech is as follows: — 

The ])revions sjieaker has aln‘ady said what 1 had to say, lint 1 
might observe here' that the cost <d’ Eurojiean education in this country 
is almost |)roliil)itiN(‘, when ((nnjiared with the cost of Indian (‘ducation. 
The late lannoited (^iieen Victoria looked upon her Indian snlijects with- 
oiit. distinction of race, caste and (‘re(‘d, and we take pride in the fact 
that w(‘ are no longer the subjects of the East India (’ompany, but the 
sulijects of llis Majesty’s Government. 1 submit. Sir, that there should 
b(‘ eijuality of treatment in matters like this. We represent the masses 
of (iiir (ountr\, and wv ai(‘ th(‘ sjiokesnuMi on tlnur bidialf in this Hall. 
We would, tlnuefore, be called upon to explain if wt* remain dumb in this 
(’ouncil, no mattei wlndher our wailings are listened to or not. It is 
till' duty of the lIonTih' the M^miber or the llon’blo the Ministm in 
charg(' to renied\ or removi* an\ defect tliat may be found in us. lint 
We should lie lacking in ourdu(\, 1 again say, il W(‘ do not ie]U'(‘sciit 
a true and graphic picture id' the innate feidings of our dumb millions 
who are reposing their confidem'e and trust in us. The money that is 
spmit lor European education is, of coursi', realised from Ihuigal, 
vnd as such if the greater jiart of the money is sjient on Euro- 
])ean (‘dumition, a very smalt ])roportion is left only for Indian education. 

1 would, therefore, most strongly prot(‘si against this rours(‘ of action, 
and urge that half of the amount should be cut from this item. 

Owing to the absence of Mr. Rijoyjirosad Singh Roy, the following 
motion, standing in his name, was deemed to be w’ithdrawm 
^ “ That the demand for Rs. 1,84, 000 under head ‘ 31.— Education 
(Reserved) — Scheme 1’ be reduced by Rs. 50,000.” 

Babu INDU BHUSAN DUTTA: I move that the demand for Rs. 
1,84,000 under head “ 81.— Education (Reserved)— Scheme 1 ” be re- 
duced by Rs. 500. 
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From the aiiiouiii of iTductioii tliat I propose, il will he elear thal i 
move this amendment not to {-ut ont this ^n*ant hut to diseuss the prin- 
ciple of the matter. I think it will 1 h‘ better if 1 say outri^iit that I have 
no quarrel with European ediuation oi ^^ith an\ edueallon for the matter 
of that. What I want to know from the Tfon‘hle the Memher is this: on 
what ])riniepl(‘ are the diffeient allotments for ditTeient heads of educa- 
tion made in the hud^^ets? What, for exam|)]e. is ^nven for Euro])ean 
primary ediK'ation or for European secondary edu(‘ation and what for 
Indian ])rimary education and Indian sec(mdafy education; what is the 
numher of schools and the numher of studtoits that deri\e henetit out 
of tliat ^M’ant for Eiiropt^an education:' 1 should he ohlijr^d if the 
Hon’lile the Memher in cliar/^’-e, would, in Ins i’cpl\ . 1 m‘ pleased to e\|)laiii 
the position liefore the (’ouncil, so that in futuie l)iid)j:(‘ts we nii^dit 
know how much would h(‘ allotted f(»r the dilferent dejiai t nuMits of educa- 
tion, and take our action accoidin^dy. The jiresent j)osilion is not at 
all clear. It is slirouded in mystery. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: I sliall d(‘al w ith the last speaker fiist. IE' has asked 
on w’hat ]U'inic])le the diflerent budgets are franu'd. As re^^ards the 
hud^’et of the transfei’i'ed Dejiartnieiit of Education, it is a niattm- foi tlu' 
Iloii’hle the Ministei’ foi Ediicalnm to leply. and there is nf)t much loi 
me to leply on tin* pri'st'iit ociasion, h('caus(‘ tin* ]>iinci|)h' of Emo' 
pean education stands on a vei\ diffenuit footin^^ from that of Indian 
education. The ju’incijde that wv apply, so far as it will meet Balm 
liidu Hhuplhan Diitta’s (|umy, is this that so much mone\ is planted 
to the resi'iwed side and so much to the transferred sid(‘ as is put up 
as necessary for ex])enditiire in the reseived and traiisfi'rred snh's, nvs- 
jiectively. As I have ahead) (‘Xplained in my opi'iiin^^ rmnaiks I do 
not think thal Eahii Indu Ehushan Dutta was liere thi‘n* t,his amount 
is not nierel) made up of ^naiits for what is cominonlv known as pri- 
mary education, in tlie sense that wi' considm a p:ranj. for piimai\ 
education in Indian schools This contains spemal /.^raiils liki' the 
one which we fj^ive to the Kalimpon^ Homes; it contains ^nants of a 
( haritalile nature as Free Hoarders’ ^a-nit'^. Now, this /.nant amounted 
in 1918-1!) to Ks. 1,21,909; in 1929-21, it was Ks 1,47,999, and it is tlu' 
same amount now. If w(‘ take the lar^^e fii^ure (Us. l,o9,l)(l9) out of tin' 
total ^M’ant for what is known as European education, it will he si'cn 
that the latter fififure is really puiely for pnmar\ s( hools as uinhn- 
stood in that sense. 

Now’, as regards the (‘omments made ))\ Uai llari'iidiaiiath (’liandliuii. 

1 am sorry that, ajiart from the (jiavstum of facts and tiguM's, which I 
shall deal with for the moment, he has gone into tin* qm'stion of extra- 
preferential treatment and luxuries, hut it must he understood hv him 
that the standard and mode of living of Europeans is very different from 
that of Indians. As to the extra-preferential treatment, that (juestion 
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cannot arise, for the simple reason that primary schools for Indians are 
run (HI ({iiite a different footing from that of primary schools for Euro- 
])earis. 

As regards his argument that tlie amount we are budgetting for is 
not commensurate with the progress of European and Anglo-Indian 
education, it is a matter which, I think, could easily be challenged by 
those who know more about European education; but as a matter of 
general principle, I might say that wherea^i, in the case of Indian pri- 
mary education, there is room for very large expansion in the case of 
Europeans that room for expansion is not so large in this sense that we 
do not find that the number of boys grow every year tn any very great 
extent; but, on the other hand, funds are necessary, because every 
availabl(‘ Anglo-Indian or EurojHNin boy is ]uit into a sc1hk) 1 which is 
not the case with Indian boys. 

Now, as regards tin* figures, 1 b(‘li(‘V(‘ tin* hoirble gentleiiiaii has 
had certain statements given to him by the Director of Public Instnu'- 
tion. Now, he has mentioiKMl certain figures in the budget for which he 
says that in a particular year Its. 75,(100 was only given and it has now 
risen to Rs. L^OO.OOO and odd. Rut the (|uestion is this; that in the 
year to which he has made reference that Ps. 75,000 was really the con- 
tribution of the Provincial (lovernment, but since the lieforms came into 
o])eration, tlie large contribution which the GovernimHit of India used 
to make for European (Mlucation direct is now showui in the Provim'ial 
Budget and that makes u]) the large figure or nmst of it, to wliich he 
has made reference. 

With regard to the amounts of grants that apjiear in the Budget or 
the Blue Book or the Grey Book, whi(diev(‘r he may call it. the figures 
that are no\v showui there are, I am advised by the Education Depart- 
ment, incorrect ; and the Accountant-General has admitted that tact, and 
that, I believe, is due to the distribution of the amounts under the 
different heads of the Budget. Anyhow' if we look at the total grant 
made in 11)18-19, and the total grant that wt now ask for, we find that 
in 1918-19, the total grant on this head (‘ame to Es. 8,75,1()‘J and to-day, 
imduding the Rs. 1,94,009, which is now' being asked for, it wmuld come 
to Es. 9,99,000. Therefore, the figure is not so very great as the 
hon’ble mover of the amendment w’ould make it out to be. For these 
reasons, I think we are perh'ctly justified in asking for this amount 
lM»caus(‘, as I hav(‘ said, the figures imdiidi* charity grants to institutions 
like th(‘ Kalim])ong Homes, the Loreto House, etc., and also the vei,\ 
large amounts which I have alreadv mentioned in reply to Balm Tndu 
Bhushan Dutta’s (jnery regarding the Free Boaiders’ grant for destitute 
(diildren. These institutions are schools and in some cas(\s or])hanages. 
The Budget is, therefore, edu(*ational and charitable combined and any 
N'diK tion of the figure that we have asked for w’ould cause a considerable 
amount of iiicenveuienre and hardship to these institutions; and 1 ani 
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sure that the membens of this Ooiineil who are all in favour of ed neat ion 
and who have broad minds enough not to brinp in questions of a raeial 
nature, will vote for the amount that I have asked for. 

Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri’s motion was then put and lost. 

Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta\s motion was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

SHAH 8YED EMDA3UL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. -w0,()0() under head “ dl. — Education (Hescrved^ — Sidicnie ” be 
reduced by Rs. 10,000. 

He spoke in Bengali in su]>port of his motion. A translation of his 
8pee(‘h is as follows : — 

I only move for Rs. 10,000 for the allotment for Hindus and Mussal- 
mans. 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: M ay 1, with \our ]>(‘nnission, n‘ply in a few wools in 
Bengali to tlu' Shah Saliib? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; Yes, certainly 

On the Hon’ble tin' Maliaiajadhiraja Bahadur ex]>lainin^^ to th(‘ Shah 
Sahib, the latter asked for leave to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the Coumdl, withdrawn. 

The ori|>inal demand that a sum of Rs. 1.54,000 be ^M*anled for 
ex[)enditure under head “ 01 .—Education (Reserved) ” was then put 
and agreed to. 


31.— Eduoatiof> (Transferred). 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. MITTER; I move that a sum of Rs. C)7,.S1?H be 
granted for exjMUiditiire under head dl. — Education (Transferred).” 

Tliere are several motions for nsluction in tlie various items. So, 
I think, it will save time if I reserv<‘ my remarks at this stage and giv(‘ 
my answers after I liave heard hon’bh* members. 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur and Rai Dr. HARI- 
DHAN DUTT Bahadur Ihu ng ab.sent, the following motions, standing 
in their names, resiK'ctively, were deemed to 1 m‘ withdrawn ; - 

‘‘ That the d(‘mand for Rs. l,()r)() unde^r head ‘ dl.— Education- 
Scheme d ” be refused.” 

That the demand for Rs, 7,99d under head ‘ dl. — Education — 
Scheme 4 ’ be refused.” 

Mailivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that the demand for 
Rs. 20,127 under head ” 31. — Education — Scheme 5 ” be refused. 

2r 
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My motion touches a demand for a grant to the Jagaiinath Interme- 
diate College at Dacca. I am opposing this demand with a view to 
draw the attention of the Hon’hle the Minister in charge to the state of 
affairs in this college. In the first place, 1 have been rei)eatedly told 
that Muhammadan students do not get projier iacibties for admission 
into this college, and recently a few Muhammadan l)oys, 1 am told, were 
refuwMl admission on the ground that they had cultivated a little beard. 
(Laughter.) 1 had lecentiy occasion to gt) to Dacca and I wanted to 
se(‘ a few of these boys who had Imhmi refused ndmission. I met one 
of them and 1 found that they had been guilty oi having cultivated a 
little lumrd, not of a formidable character but only an apology for a 
beard. 1 do not know if it was tlie ciitmion oi d(‘ciding whether a 
boy should la* admitted oi not; but whatever that may be, tin* mimlier 
of Muhammadan boys in this institution is exci'edingly small. I could * 
not get the figures but 1 was tcdd that it was not nioie than 5 iiei cent, 
of the total number. This Jagannath Intermediate College ]ilays a 
very im])oitant jiait in education in Kast(‘in Ih*ngal in (‘onse(|m*nce of 
the (‘stablishnient of the Dacca Cniveisity; and il Muhammadans do not 
g<‘t prop(‘r facilities at this institution, it is nioiistious that an institu- 
tion of this kind should receive an\ public* assistance of any shajic or 
kind whati'ver. It is, thei(*fore, with a \ie\v to juotest against the 
ac'tion of the Jagannath C(dh‘ge aiithoi itu's that 1 ojcjiose this (h'mand 
for a grant. If the lloii’bh* the Ministei in chaige is good enough to 
loi-k into these matters and gives Us a luoniisc' that he will sch' that 
these things aie not repeated and that Muhammadan boys shall be 
givc'ii free* facilities lor getting admission, 1 shall lx* pie]>ared to w'lth- 
draw my objc'ction to his demand. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA and Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT 
Bahadur being aliscnt, the following motions standing in tlieir names, 
respectively, were deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand for Ks. 20,1x7 under h(‘ad ‘ dl.— Education 
(Traiisferri'd ) — Scheme b ’ k* reduced by Rs. S,0!i2, as projKi.sed in 
item (II) oi the scheme.” 

“ That the demand for Rs. 7,702 under head ‘ 01.— Education- 
Scheme f) (111) ’ k» refused.” 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Whenever am 
question of ])ublic iminirtance comes to be discussed, m\ friend, Maulvi 
Fazl-ul Haq brings in the Muhammadan question. (A voice: “Very 
strange.”) Ten times in the day he brings in the Hindu-Muliammadan 
question. (A voice: ” Not always.”) I have sujqHuted him and will 
alwavs supiuu't him in everv legitimate demand, but when he gix's out 
of his way and wants an undue advantage, 1 must ojipose him. I believe 
that in this matter he has been asking for an undue advantage. He 
says that the college authorities cannot be counted upon to do justice 
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and pive the Miihammiulim bovs a iair-play as tlicv should do. 1 iliiiik 
after all that the Muliamniadau hoys were rejected noi on the ^ix)und of 
havin^^ eultivated a little heard hut pr(d)ahl\ because they j>assed iti the 
third division. 1 know that such hoys are nd’used admission into the 
Presidency Collef^’c. 

Mauivi FAZL-UL HAQ: The.s(‘ hoys passed in tin* tiisl division. 

f 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: If. f,.r i. small 
inatU'i' like lliis, llie fjraiil to the .laffaiLtiath Iiileimediale Cdllej'e he 
refused, ! <lo net know where we sheuld s((i|). 

The Hoa'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The mdy motion foi r(‘fluction 
ludoic tli(‘ II()iis(‘ is llial mo\ed h\ MauKi f'.i/l-ul lliU| 1 1 is ratlim’ 
inconvenient to deal with a ({Ucstion oi this naiurf' on a mol ion for mmIuc- 
tion : for e^canijde, if m\ IikmkI had inforim‘d me as to (ln‘ inimhm* of 
Muhanmiadaii hoys that vcmt' admitted and the nnmher that. ac<‘ordin^^ 
to him, should have h(‘en admitltMl, and if he had ^’ivmi mi' an opjKir- 
tiinity of iii(|uiriii^‘ into thes(‘ things, I vould ha\(‘ laam in a fai ht'lter 
jKisition to deal vith the mattei' 1 ('an, howi'vtu , assiiri' m\ friend 
that I am always piepai(*d to ^^o into tin* (jU(‘stion and to d(‘('nh‘ it on 
its merits. There au* ceilaiii f.ieis i(‘latin^' to tin* da^^'aniiath Folh*;^''!' 
which I would hnii^^ to tin* notice of the Founeil and of m\ fiieiid 

Tile Ja^aiiiiath (\»lh*<»'(' is a eoll(‘^(‘ vhich was estahlished h\ privatf* 
effort and most of tin* siihseriheis W(*re Hindus. 1 b(‘lii*v(‘ m\ fiK'iid, 
Raja Maiiniatha Nath ]{o\ (liondhurv ol Santosh, and his taniil\ had 
sonn*thiii<^' to do with tin* imj)io\eim*nt of this eolle^a*. (Mln‘r piomiin‘n1 
ni(*n in Eastern lh*ii^'al also (•ontnhnt(*d towards its iumls Siihsf*- 
(jnentlv when tin* Dacca l'ni\(*rsit\ was estahlished, the (io\crnnn*nt 
ot India passed an Act — the Ja^aiinath Follef^n* A(*t— hv which tin* 
College with all its pio|M*rti(‘s was v(‘sted in tin* (i()\ (*rnmiit . Sima* 
then, tin* ai’i’an^-i'nient made* hv Government has 1 m‘(*ii to place it in tin* 
bands of a Governiiifr Hoard vitli tin* Gommissiom*!- ol the Division ;is its 
IVesident. In the ^nant, vliicli I am ])rnposinc', about Its. Itl, ()()() ]|{|\e 
been found tiom funds onf*’iiiallv lK*lon^»‘iii^'‘ to tin* .la^annatli (olh*^^(* 
trustees and x\e have \c1 to r(‘cci\c lai^'-cr sums irom tin* funds on^rui- 
allv helon^nii^^ to tin* daf.'-annatli (’olh‘^(* trust(*(*s Ih* that as il mav, 

I can ^ifive this assuianci* to mv fiicml that I am prc|)arcd to co into the 
matter if the rinestion is hroii^dil to my notici* in a (h‘fin]f(‘ form and 
to deal with the (|nestion justly on its merits. In a in'ii^Hiliourin^^ 
institution, viz., the Dacca Intermediate (Vdle^Te, so far as I rcm('mlH*r, 
the Muhammadans have 50 [)t‘r cent, of the seats all()t(*d to them and 
as retrards tin* Ja^LMunath (Vdle^o* I am ((uit(* pr(*jMired. if necessurv to lav 
down a definite jiroixirtion with due re^rard to the past histor\ of tln^ 
institution and the facilities otTered in the other educational institutions 
of the town. Well, as re^rards the suggestion that Muhammadan Ik»v8 

27 a 
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were turued out because they had grown a little beard, I would perhaps 
leave that out for the moment. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was tlieii, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY aahadur being absent, the 
following motion, standing in his name, was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

That the demand for Rs. 4,000 under head ‘ 31 —Education 
(Transferred) — Sidierne 0 ’ be reduced b> Re. 1.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED; I move that the 
demand for Rs. under head “ 31 .—Education (Transferred)— 

S(heme 7 ” lx* induced by Rs. 0,000, being the sum ])rovided for the 
Comillaand Fabnn Zllla Scliools. 

This sum is jirovidfsl for manual training in the Zilla Schools 
at Pabna and Comilla. As the sum is in jiart meant for the 
Zilla School of my district, 1 thought thrice before I put in this 
motion for a nxluction. I do not think that tli(T(' is any necessity what- 
ever for su{)jK)rting a scheme for workshops and making provision for 
teachers in the two Zilla schoids when theri* are alnsidy technical 8(diool8 
both at Pabna and ('Omilla. The former sduHil has already been pro- 
vincialisi'd and is entirely under the (‘.ontrol of (xovernment. Now let 
us examine the ]m)visiou which is going to b(‘ made for the manual 
training of the boys. There is n provision cd’ Rs. 1,525 for the construc- 
tion of worksho]); for the cost of tools, benches, etc., Rs. 2,000; pay of 
one manual instructor and one additional teacluu’ at Rs. 50 — 2-— 80 — 3 — 
110 iHU' mensem and for two months only— -lanuary and February, 1923. 
1 see that the recuiring ('ost for two months is a very heavy sum, as 
well as the initial cost for (M|uipment and for the provision of tools, etc. 
Of course it is a good id(‘a ind(‘ed to inijuirt manual training to the boys 
of the Zilla schools, so that the\ may hnirn some work which might 
enable tlumi to get remunerative jHists henmftiu'. Rut, at the same time, 
we must show some mu’cssity for the money which is going to be s})ent 
and sliould (r) to sa\e as much moiH'V as ]>ossible by adopting any other 
suitable course of a less (‘\i)ensive chara(‘ter. There is no justification 
whatsoever for spending money which we can avoid doing so. If there 
is w'ant of suflicient room in the workshops of Ihibna and Comilla, some 
jn'ovision sliould be made for more room. The sum of Rs. 2,000 or a 
considerable iiortion of it can be saved by proj>er arrangement of classes. 
Then again, what tyjH' of teachers can we ex]>ect on Rs. 50 rising to 
Rs. 80 and afterwards to Rs. 110? Under the district boards we cannot 
get a better man than a lower subordinati* or a sub-overseer on this 
pay who draws, in addition to this pay, travelling allowances for going 
te the mufassal. If such a man l>e put in charge of a workshop, he 
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will never l)e nl)le to diHeliarpfe his duties etiieieiitly and will totally 
fail to maintain discipline over the hoys under liini. The best tiling?, 
therefore, would he to make additional proMsion foi ( lass rooms and 
implements for the existing? teehnieal schools. It would also he Ix^tter 
to transfer this amount to some other Zilla sc^liooK wIumv theie are no 
technical schools. Therefore, 1 think this amount should 1 k‘ refused 
now, and if after examinin^^ the pros and cons it h(‘ louiid that the 
suggestions that I hav(^ made aiv not accTjitahh^ foi s(mie reason or 
other, provision can he made in the next annual hii(lgt‘t. Ther(‘ may 
he some objection to the luns ridding in tin* /ilia sdnuds being 
admitted to the t(‘chnical s(‘hools as th<‘y aie two distinct institutions. 
But I admit that the authorities of those schools s]HM iall\ inttunhsl for 
the piirjxise of imparting manual training are tin* h(‘s( jn'isoiis to hiok 
to the discipline and control (>f those Inns. 

With these words, 1 submit that this amount inteinh'd for those 
two technical schools should lu* i(‘fus(*d. 

Bal JOCENDRA GHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 su])port the 
amendiiuoit proposcil 1)\ my fin'iid, Khan Bahadur Maul\i Wasimuddin 
Ahmed. 1 had tin* honour of picsiding o\(‘r tin* All-Bciigal Tc'aclnus’ 
Association a month ago and there I found, the teiudnu’s as a body, and 
the headmasters of high schools as a body, were o])]K)S(‘d to tin' intro* 
duction of Tnariual training in hi^h schools. It is a fact whi( h must he 
taken into consideration by the llon’ble the Minister 1 find that in 
no country in the world is this system in vogue in matri(*ulati()n exam- 
inations. Wh\ poor Brahmin, Kayastha and hliddraloff Muhammadan 
boys should be foiced to learn car|H‘ntrv and smith \ work is b(‘yond 
ray comprehension. Further, then* are technical schools at Bogra and 
Ihibna on which a lar^o* sum (d mom*}' is s|)ent and 1 do not under- 
stand why we should incur further expenditure for t(*chnical education 
in schools at l^ahna. Pabna do(‘s not want it and nohody wants it 
and 1 can assun' tin* Ilon’hh* the Minist(‘r no one wants to tak(* advan- 
tage of it Tliere are many important matters wliii h n‘(|uire money. 
Primary education is neglected; there are no colleges in many districts 
and subdivisions and money ought to he sjient for these luu’poses. I 
protest against this sort of expenditure. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I aUo supinui 
the motion which has been jmt forward by my fri(‘m], Khan Ifahadur 
Mauivi WVisimuddin Ahmed, and think, as ni\ est(‘(*me(I triciid, Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul 11 aq, has already drawn attention to the fact, that 
money obtained by taxation ought not lo bo spent in this woiy. There 
ii already a technical school at Paliua, where the Zilla School hoys 
may undergo manual training. Similar is the case* of ('omilla. What 
is the use of starting these worksliops again and at a cost of Rs. 200 
n month P For two months the contingency charges would be about 
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Ks. 12’). If this Htate of things continues, I do not know to what 
leiifrtli this (‘xperiditure would ^o and whether there would not be any 
necessity for additional fresh taxation. 1 may be permitted to say 
8omeihin|.» in this coiim'ction about what prevails in the Rajshahi 
disti’icl. Th(‘ic is a technical school at Itajshahi and the boys of 
the (!ollef,nate school are takiii^^ their manual trainin^^ there in carpen* 
ir\ and smithy. Not onl\ do the B class boys ^^o, but otliei students 
have also the option of f'-ettinj^ their trainrn^’- there. The schools are 
quite close to each other and the boys gad their manual training with- 
out imuh inconvenience and much extra cost. Wliatever may be the 
fat(‘ of this r(‘solutioii, 1 should ask the Unn’ble the Minister tO' think 
over this (juestion and to curtail all jKissible exjienditun*. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ s[H)ke in Bengali in support of 
this uiolion. \ translation of his sjieech is as follows: — 

1 think that if the amount wanted by the Gomilla School is refused 
a sh(‘er iiijusti(\‘ will be done as my colleague, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
WaMiiiuddiii AIiiihmI, has aliamdv said. I do not wish to reiterate his 
arguments. 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. P, Ci MITTER; My hon’ble inend, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Wasiniuddin Ahin(‘d, asked me tor ceilaiii detailed iiiiormation 
a shoit tune ago. At that time, unfoilunateU , I was not in jiossession 
of it, but 1 ha\e now got it. The jiositioii briefly is this Tin' bo\s of 
ihetomilla Zilhi S( hooi, jireviously used to have manual training in the 
local Tt'chnical School which is also a (io\ el nnu'iil institution. This 
arrangt'im'iit has, howevei, been stopped b\ the authoiities in (harge of 
the IVchnical School liom the la\t Buja vacation. The authoiities of 
the Zilla School and the Diiectoi (d Public Instruction ar(‘ |)iessing us 
to stall a manual training class. That is the reason wh\ we have |)ro- 
))osed the [uesent s(dienie with regaid to the Comilla Zilla School. We 
used to pay Us. I?tl0 a month to the Technical School tor this work, 
but under that aiTaiigi'iin'iit we could give the ncessary training to only 
a tew B class bovs. Our present object is that with the amount we 
have asked foi, we shall not only train B class bo\s bul also all gi own-up 
bovs who desire to undergo this training. We do not want to torce them 
ns niv trieiid, Uai -logendia ('hundei Oho.se Bahadui, thinks. The desire 
of the Education l)e|)artnient is not to tone eveiy Brahmin, Kayastlia, 
and iiluhlvalixj Muhammadan bov to attend this manual training class. 
My friend, Uai Jogemdra (’bunder Ohose Bahadur, may set his mind at 
rest. To those bovs, not merely the Inns of the Oovernment school, but 
if possible also boys of private schools in that particulai towui, wdio are 
willing to undetgo manual training, we propose to give an opportunity. 
Although my friend, the Kai Bahadur, is of opinion that there is no 
demand for it— I have a great respect for my friend’s opinion— 1 have 
been constantly Hooded with insistent demands for providing manual 
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instruction in (Tovernment as also in private sch(K)ls. My friend, tin' 
Rai Bahadur, seems to think that this is a new venture on the part of 
the Education Dei)artment. Nothinjif of the kind. We have 22 manual 
tiainint? classc'^ attached to certain (Tovernmeiit and private schools in 
difl'erent parts of this piovince. It is a taiily old scln^me which has hecMi 
in operation in different parts of this province and fairly populai, hut 
] do confess to a (h‘sire to expand it and that expansion will he on the 
line that, wluueas under th^ old system w’e confined our activities either 
to a single (lovernment school oi to a sinj»le aided school, we noAv jiro- 
pose that if other private schools are wdlling- to come forwaid and share 
the exjienses, we propose to take them in. With this amount, it will he 
possible* for us to ^-ive manual training*- to those lleiifrali ho\s who are 
w'illing to come forward and we can tiain them at a much cheajier rate 
and more efficiently if we lia\e a central workshop tor several schools and 
not separate worksho[)s attached to each school, d'he Khan Hahadui’s 
information ahout the (Vmiilla School is perhaps slightly imu'Ciinite 
because from the last l*u)a vacation the authorities oi the Technical 
School have stopped this arran^»'ement . 

As H'^-ards the I’ahna Zilla School, the position 1 find is this. We 
used to pay the local Technical School a monthly ^^rant oi Rs, 7ti; in 
exchant^’e they used to teach a few* of oiii’ B class ho\s onl\. The\ have* 
demanded an increased <’rant of Rs. 200 a month and that amount, I 
und(*?s1and, will he* oiil\ for the* H class ho\s. Now li we j)io\i(h' ioi 
this amount and if we can take in the ho)s from the lowei ioinis oi the* 
school and also the ho\s liom othei schools w’ho aie willfn^ to join, this 
money, I am advised, will he wc'll spent. We do not want to iorci* aii)- 
tliin^'* on any constituency. If a constituency does not want it, I shall 
he very pleased to s|)eiid this immey elsewhere because the needs oi the 
Kdiication Dejiaitnienl aic v(*r\ ;j:ieat. li m\ iiieiid, Khan Itahadin 
Mauhi Wasiiiiuddin Ahmed, will write* to the* De*partnie‘nt of Public In- 
struction, aite*i ie*tuinin^- home*, and consulting'- his const itue'iicy that hi- 
constitu(*nc,\ do(‘s not want this woikshop I shall consiele*! the matte*! \e*r\ 
carefully. 1 want mmli mone*\ for many ne*ce‘ssaiy J)U 1 jm)s(*s ^ds'-wherc 
and if Pahna does not want it I do met wuint te) ^dve it, hut at the piese*nt 
moment, acceu-din;^ to oui iniormation, Palina wants it badly. The 
Bead Maste*r the*re' yvaiits it, the Divisional Insjiector wants it and the 
Director of Public 1 list i act iem wants it. The jMese'nt aiian^n*ment fo? 
manual trainin': is about to be* stopjvd. First oi all, the* eh'mand is 
raised from Rs. 7t) to Rs. 20(1 and the diffif'ulties, yvhicli wa* )iad to 
encounter at ( omilla, 1 understand, are to be encountered in Pahna 
too, so that if manual trainin^^ be steiiijK'd, I hojee that Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed would not come later and complain a^jainst 
the stojipafre. 1 am eiuiife willin^^ to listen to his advice, but let him 
consult his con^tituemy and write to the head of the Dejiartment of 
Public Instruction. That being the position,! trust that the* House 
will pass this grant. 
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Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED; I he^ to with- 

draw riiy motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Oouncil, withdrawn. 

The ori^Hiial moti(ni that a Hum of Rh. G7,82S he ^n’anted for expendi- 
ture under head “31. — Education (Transferred)” was then jmi and 
a^n-ecd to. 

32.— Medical. ' 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 move that a 
sum of Rs. 7,3.04 be ^nanted under head “32.- Medical.” 

There aie ceiiain dcdails ^nven in the Grey Rook and J find there are 
c-ertain amendments to he moved in connection with this very small 
l^rant. It will he time for me to ‘reply to these amendments and then 
perhajis it will he possible for me to explain the (grounds for askiiij; this 
j:,n’ant. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; I move that the demand 
for Hs. 2,200 under head “32. — Medical— Sclimne 2” he refused. 

1 must say that 1 do not understand why this demand is hrou^^ht 
forward before this Goum il, in the second Su])plenientai'\ Rml|^el. If 
this was absolutely necessary, it mij^dit have been hrou|.j‘ht in the usual 
course in the Hud^^et in March last. It seems to me to he rather (uirious 
that a (hvil Sui'^^eon should find it necessary to travel in a luxurious 
steam launch. There are many riven- districts in lien»-al and 1 think 
there is no demand from any other district ior steam launi-hes for Civil 
Surgeons. Harisal is a great centre ol steamei' tralfic, hut on tins jioint, 
I understand, Kumar Shih Sliekhareswar Ray will dilate, so 1 am not 
going to trouble the (Council with that point. Surely, the Civil Surgeon 
(»f Ihirisal might travel by steamers, hut if he finds it necessary to use 
steam laiimdies to go round to jdaces within his jurisdiction, he can 
very easily arrange to go out wlnni the Magistrate goes out on tour. 
Some such aiTangeinent is certainly possible. Last of all, the Council 
should not he asked to grant a steam launch tio this Civil Surgeon who 
is also the SupiTintendent of the Harisal Jail, against whom we moved 
an adjournment of the House the other day. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: 1 think you should not refer to him 
personally. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; May I not put that as a protest 
against him P 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT; I think you are not entitled to eay 
anything against him jH^rsonally but you can protest against this grant. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; I am not saying anything against 
hipa personally, but may I not give my reasons why I oppose this grant P 
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Th6 DEPUTY*PRE8IDENT! Cortainly you cun, but you must not 
say that beoause the man is a bad man he should not <-et this amount. 

The Hon’bifl Sir JOHN KERR: He is liot to U 80 thi‘ stouiii 
launch in to the Barisal Jail. (Jjaugliler.) 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: In addition to the reasons I have 
advanced, I protest against-the manner in which he has managed the 
Barisal Jail and ask the Council to refuse the demand. 

Kumflr 8HIB SHE KHAR E8WAR Rays I move that the demand 
for Rs. 2,200 under head “ 02. — Medical — Scheme 2 ” ho reduct‘d hy 
lU, 1 , 200 . 

This 18 ahsoiuUdy a new demand, the like of ^^hich W(‘ have never 
met with in any of the jirevious budgets. Apparently, Major Munro, 
the luM’oic Su]H'riiileiid(Mit oi tlu^ Barisal .lail, inids it too nksoiiic lo 
avail himself of the ordinary means of communi(‘ation in that district 
for the discharge of his ordinary duties as a Civil Surgi'on. There had 
been Civil Surgeons before his time, and ili(‘y \\hen visiting the dis- 
|H*iisaru‘s, used to chaige tlunr ordinary travelling allovvuiict‘s tia\el- 
liiig by th(‘ s(‘V(‘ral stcaiiKM* rout(*s which crowd the riveis (d Baiisal. 
But Major Munro must be a sujierior person 

The Hon*bl6 the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: May 1 rise to a jioint of order F Is not the speaker 
iatlH ‘1 confusing the issues b\ bringing in the personal elenitmt 1 hav(‘ 
nothing to say whether Major Munro is a good man or a bad man, 
but I take it that this grant is being asked for by the Jlon’hle the 
Minister in eonnectioii with the sujiply of coal that is required by the 
Civil Surgeon \Nbeii be uses the Ihstriet Magistrate’s launch. II that 
be so, then it is a g^rani that ever}' successive Civil Surgeon will 
demand. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT! Kumar vSahih, jdease (‘online \oui 
remarks to the motion under diseussion. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Very good, Sir, my motion 
is oiilv to oj)pos(* the grant liy which the llon’ble tin Minist(u juoposes 
to give Major Munro Hs. 2,200 to consuim* in the loiui of coal. 

The unprecedented character of this demand should natiirallv lead 
us to subject it to the greate.si scrutiny. Why does the Civil Surgeon 
want a steam launch? The rejily w’ould at once be for inspecting the 
mufassal dispensaries and the three sub-jails at the three suhdivisional 
stations. There are about 32 dispensaries outside the headquarters, 
and of these almost all save only four or five, are at j>lac(‘H which jiro 
steamer stations or within easy reach of steamer statirms. flere is a inaji 
of Barisal. There are some places which are on the direct sleaimT rouU*s 
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from Ikinsal. For instance, one can fro from Barisal to Muladi within 
two hours and from thence, Gournadi is only one hour’s journey. Barisal, 
Nah-liiti, Jliulakati, and IMrojpur arc within an hour’s jcAirney from 
each other. So is also Bhola, an hour and a half’s journey from Barisal, 
and Daulatkhaii and Nishchintapin , from whence one froes to Buran- 
uddin and Tanrijiiddin, are steamer stations on the same route. From 
Barisal to Ihitiiakhali is oj hours’ journey, and from Patiiakhali again, 
such plac(‘s as Aiutoli, (ialacliipa, Kanakdia, and Bauphal are within 
thre(‘ hours’ journey. And from l^irojpur again, such stations as 
Kowkhali, Sarupkati and Baiiaripara are within three hours’ journey. 
Bhandaria and Matharia, tin* steamer station of which is Tushkhali, are 
also within vau'v easy rea(*h of Piiojpur, and dhalakali, Neamati, I’huljun 
and Dayiino aie all steamei statn.ns. 1 do not know what ty|K^ of 
informal ion is in the possession ot our llon’hle the Minister, hut if he con- 
sults any good tinie-tahh‘-*-and here I have got one— and a list of dispen- 
sai'H's in Haiisal and also a co]>\ oi Majoi’ »la(k s District (lazetti^iu and 
llum compare the list ol the jdaces where theie aic di.sjHUisaiies with the 
stismiei stations, and consults a map, 1 am (piiti' suie that he would also 
agree in coming to my conclusions. 

J can understand why the (’(dlecim' of Barisal should have a steam 
launch. He nia\ have to go out on tour at any moment, and to have 
an intimate knowledge ol his district he may need going to outlying 
])laces. Bui a (’ivil Suigeon, at the most, visits only onc(* every year, 
each of the dispensaries within his district. And it is common know^- 
l(*dge that there are many dis|>ensaries in almost evei> district that 
iuv not visited by the (’ivil Surgeon for years together let alone 
once a year. Hence the demand of Its. tor coal alone for the 

ins]K‘ction-m/m-j)leasur(‘ tii])s oi the (’i\il Suigvon mmuii.s to me jirejios- 
terous. If the jiresent (’nil Surgeon think it bem‘ath his dignity to 
travel by the steamers in which commoneis travid, he may ararnge, if he 
so ])leases, with the Collector, when the latter ofiicei goes out on tour, 
and, Sii, there is anothei imiHulant ])oint. It onc(‘ wi‘ aieedc* to such 
unreasonable recpiests, perhaps next \ear we shall be told that as the 
(’ivil Surgeon takes out the (’ollector’s steam launch, the administration 
of the district suffers, and so a sejiarate steam launch for the (^ivil Sur- 
geon ma\ be made to ajiixuir an absolute neee.ssit\. It is far better to 
jduck out the wedge as soon as its thin end apiiears. 

And, Sii, the pre]u)sterousness of the demand would be more patent if 
we compare the total Government contribution for actual hospital work 
with this demand tor a fractional part of ins])ection. From the latest 
Report ot Hospitals w'e learn that in IBlJt), the total Government contribu- 
tion to these mufassal disinuisaries in Barisal, excei>ting those at head- 
(juarters has been only Rs. 2,341, an amount almost equalling the ])rice of 
coal intended to be consumed by the Civil Surgeon. If this sum of 
Rs. 2,20(1 be distributed among these 29 hospitals, I am quite sure it 
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would do eater f?fK)d to this district. 1 therefore i)roiK)se to refuse 
the 'demand to the extent of the amount reijuired for the remaining 
months of the year. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADASSUR HUSSAIN; May 1 ask the 

Hon'hle the Minister if the Oivil Snio-pon is entitled to j^et his travelling** 
allowance in addition to coal? 

SECRETARY to COVEftNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mfi St Wt Goods); He receivt's his haltinjj; 

allowances, which in Ins case amounts to Rs. o a da\, and he does not 
receive inilea^»‘e. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED; Ma\ T ask whal was the amount 
of travelling- allowance oi the Fivil Suioeon last y(‘ar? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: He cues il.e 

District Ma^risiiate nearly Rs oOO ter coal last yeai. 1 shall deal with 
this (iuesti(m when it c(niies to my turn to leply. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED; 11 he ha<l not us(m 1 the launcli, 
w’hat would have been his travelling allowance last yeai ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It he had used 
his own boat, he would have leccived nnlea^^e. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED; 1 supjiort the motion 
of m\ liieiid, Kiimai Sliih SlM‘khai(‘swai Ra>. In m\ ow’n disliict, 1 
know the Fi\il Sni^eoii uses tlie Fiihlic Woiks Dejiaitmenl launch, hut 
he f^ets travelling- allowance; Ik' nevei spmids an\ money on coal, hut as 
I now* uiideistaiid, il the travellinj' allowance was not paid, then the 
matter is all ii»-ht, hut if he has alieady diawn travellin|r allowance in 
addition to coal, 1 think this is unthinkable. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Thei( aie s( v( lal 

points W'hich have been raised in the course of the debate and it is mu es- 
sarv’ to refei to them in some detail. Th<‘ first point to which 1 desire 
to draw attention and which has excited no little siirpiise in this House 
is that this is the first time that a provision of this kind has been made 
in the ]iud^*et. The leason is obvnms. An oidei has Im-cii issued 
by the Finance Department to the effect that each dciiariment must 
pay its own travellin^r char<res. Formerly the Fivil Siir>,mon of llarisal 
and other places used to travel in the Magistrate’s launch, and to pay 
nothing foi it; the coals were all ])aid for by the Ma^istiate. In conse- 
quence of the new arran^iunent, it has hecoim' incumlMUit on the (’ivil 
Surgeon to pay for the coals out of his own budget, and already he owes 
a sum of nearly Rs. 500 to th(‘ Magistrate on account of having used the 
launch last year. The reason why this mutter has Wn brought forward 
80 late is thus explained. 
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Then it ban been said by niy friend, Kumar Sliib Sliekhareswar Ray, 
tliat this is “ a preposterous demand.” I think those were the words he 
used. If it is so preposterous, why is it that he himself su^^rests that 
Rh. 1,000 should be paid lor this ])urfK)se? If it is preposterous, it 
becomes ineoneeivable, and should lie dismissed without further dis- 
cussion, but instead {»f that, after havin<( us('d this strong'- lanii^uaf^e — and 
strong lan^uaf^e has a stran^^e fascination for him — we find to our utter 
amazemmit that there is in the amendment fhat he has moved, this provi- 
sion for Rs. 1 ,000. I am afraid that a part of the feeling which he has 
dis]>lay(‘d and which has to some extent Wii echoed by one or two 
speakers, is du(‘ to the bitterness whicli has found expression in this House 
against Major Munro. laO us not think of Major Munro, let us think of 
him as A ; let us think of liim as a ('ivil Surgeon discliarging a certain 
])ublic duty, which is incumbent ujxin him as an obligation of hs office, 
and 1 am ]H‘rfec,tly c.ertain if it had not been Major Munro, then this 
motion would not liave been bi ought forward. 1 sym})aihise with the 
feeling that iniluenced tin* members of the Council, but the fact is we 
have to meet a demand nunh* by a Government servant in the performance 
of his duties, and 1 ask this House to say whether they will dismiss this 
(lenmud outright liecause it so happens that the Government servant 
concerned is un])o])ular at the pres(‘nt moment with a large majoiutv of 
this lIous(‘? 1 am sure the House will rise above all these ptTsonal con- 
sidei’ations. 1 am sure tin* memb(*rs of this Hous(* an* in a jHisiiion to 
look at tlie (juestion from the standpoint of alistract justice, and justi(‘e 
demands that in such a case, whether it is .Major Munro or anybody 
else, the j<erforniance of his duties should be jirovided lor in the manner 
set forth in this demand. 

It has been said that the Givil Surgeon might have availed himself 
of the Magistrate’s launch ; but sundy , my frimid knows that their engage- 
ments are very dilferent. The Givil Surgeon cannot sta> away from the 
headijuarters station for any length of time, whereas the Magistrate may 
go and stay awuiy for LS or Ih) days at a stretch. Ilis duties at head- 
(piarters may w^ait. Rut the Givil Surgeon must, as far as possible, 
stay at headiiuarters ; suppose he has a case of mortem examination, 
or a case of suspicious death, which has to be looked into at once. He 
has also other duties to fulfil. Is the Givil Surgeon to follow the Magis- 
trate like a shadow to the neglect of his own duties, to the detriment of 
public work? 1 am sun* my friends wTll not force the Givil Surgeon 
to this position. It is impossible for him to travel w’ith the Magistrate 
in the same launch having regard to the duties which he has to perform. 

The next iK>int urged by my friend, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, 
is that the Civil Surgeon should avail himself of the ordinary steamer 
service, and he unfurled a big map or chart in support of his argument, 
and said, “here are the means of communication which are open to the 
Givil Surgeon. Why does he not avail himself of them — is he such a great 
man that he must have a launch of his owm?” Now let us suppose that 
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the Civil Surgeon has to go to Rliola. lie takes the ordinary' steamer 
and then the steamer stops at that place and goes somewhere else, droj)- 
ping the Civil Surgeon at Bhola. The steamer comes back afU'r two or 
three days. Is the Civil Surgeon to remain there until the steamer comes 
back? If he follows the ordinary steamer route he may be detained for 
two or three days at one particular place. Thus, it is quite apjiarent 
that he cannot possibly avail himself of the ordinary steamer service 
having regard to the exigencies of his duties, nor cun he go as an associate 
of the Magistrate; and the Bakarganj district is traversed by gn'at 
waterways and they form the onl\ means of coinmmiication, and he must 
avail himself of some kind of suitable conveyance; here is the Magis- 
trate’s launch; all that we ask for is to ]Kiy the exjvnse of tlu‘ coal which 
is consumed for this piir]K)se. Is it not a reasonable demand? It is 
really taking money from one pocket and putting it into the other— 
mon^y taken from the Civil Surgeon’s budget and j)ai(l to the Magis- 
trate’s. It IS really a transfer from a transbuTiMl d(‘partment to a 
reserved {l(q)artni(‘nt. Under the former arrangtomoit tlu' CimI Surginm 
would not pay tor the (‘onsumption of the coal; but tlie Magistrate jiaid 
for the Civil Surgeon; under the recent ordm'S, th(' Civil Surgeon has 
to pay out of his own ynicket and jiay the money to the ('Ollector’s 
budget. Therefore, I liojie and trust that this House' will not he 
swayed by any feelings other than tliose of justie'e and fair-play, and 
that they v'ill be swa>ed liy (‘onsnh'rations n'lating to the' merits of the 
case, and th(‘ iiKM'its of tin* cas(' demand that there should be an over- 
whelming majority in favour of maa'jding my motion and rejecting 
that of my hoii’ble fri(*iid. 

Betbu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTAs Does the Ilon’bh' th(‘ Ministi'r 
know tliat ther.' is a daily steamer siTvice between Bakarganj and the 
outlying j daces? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: No. 

Balm Indii Bliiishaii Dutta’s motion uas tlu'ii juit and lost. 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray’s motion was then jmt and a divi- 
sion taken with the following results: — 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddin. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wasimuddin. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

All, Mr. Syed Nasim. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Kishorl Mohan. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haflzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendra Nath. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 

Naq, Maulvl A. K. FazNil. 

Naq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 


AYES. 

Hussain, Maulvl Mahammed Madassur. 
Khan, Maulvl Kamid-ud-din. 

I Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
I Mukharjl, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 

I Mukherjl, Professor S. C. 

! Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

. Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

I Ray, Kumar ShIb Shekhareswar. 

I Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojendra Kishor. 
I Riy Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

( Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 
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NOES. 


Afzil, Nawabzadi K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Bose, Mr. S, M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Cohen, Mr. 0. J. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L 
Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

De, Babu Fanindralal. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqui, Mr. K. C. M. 

Frenoh, Mr. F. C. 

Goode, Mr. S. W. 

HIndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

Kerr, the Hon'ble Sir John. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 


MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MItter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Muir, Mr. R. H. 

Mukherjee, Babu NItya Dhonc. 

Nakey, Mirza Muhammad All. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rae, Mr. W. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur* 

Roy, Ma*haraja Bahadur Kshaunlih Chandra. 
Hoy, Mr. J. N. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. H. k. 

Stephenson, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Au*s licin^r 21 and tli(‘ Noes 41, llu' motion was lost. 


8HAK 8YE0 EMDADUL HAQ moved tliat tlH‘ demand for 
Rs. 2, 2(H) undei li(‘a(l “ d2.— Meilical- Sclieiin* 2 " 1)(‘ imlueed by 
Rs. 1,100. He s[)ok(‘ in ll(‘n}^*ali, a tiaiislalion oi Ins s|HM't li is as 
follows 

Rujiees 2,200 lias been fixed tor tbe coal ebar^^es of the Civil 
Sur|.>'(‘on ol Haiisal. The jneMou^ sikgiIumn alreadv justifiml tbe 
utility of this ex])enditure. If Ibis ^Tant is allo^\eil to Barisal, the 
(hvil Suru'eons of the other districts will naturally come forward with 
such projxi^aN in iutui(‘. We have not suih(ient hinds lor imHlicines — 
an (‘ssential n(‘cesslt\ tor lit(‘ DisjuMisai ies (h> not kin*]) a hu^’e ijuantity 
of medicine, (iet mediciiK's in an\ (|uantit\ uui lik(‘, I shall be the 
last jK’i'soii to obj(‘ct to an\ such ]u-o]>osals but ioi the coal char^^es of 
tin* Cn il Sur^-eon ol Haiisal, a lump sum of IN. 2,200 sitius to me 
to be an atisurd item, which can neMU meet with my approval. 

The motion was i»ut and lost. 

As the time allotted for tlu‘ discussion ol the head had expired, the 
motion of Raja Manihdl Sin<^di Ro\ was juit wdthout further discussion. 
It was as follows : — 

“That the demand for Rs. d,000 under lu'ud ‘32. — Medical-Scheme 
3 ’ be refused.” 

The motion was lost. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur Win^ absent, the followin^r 
motion, standing in his name, was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“That the demand for Rs. 800 under head ‘32.— Medical — Scheme 
5 ’ be refused.” 



1922.1 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


419 


Ths ^riginiil d(‘inand tLat a sum of Rs. ',''154 bo granted under head 
“32. — Medical” was then put and agreed to. 

33.— Public Health. 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDA NATH BANERJEA: I nmv, that a 
sum of Rs. G7,8C5 he granted for exj>eii(liture under head “ d.'l.— I’uhlK^ 
Health.” 

SHAH SYEO EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. ;W ”15 under liead ” I>ul,|i,. Health— Scheme ” ” l)e refused, 

and delivered a .siH'ech in Hengali in .sup]Kirt of his motion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; I move that the demand 
for4is. 20, 500 under head I'uhlie Healtli— Scheme 2 (h) " he 

refused. 

Ihe ex]»lana,tion that lias been gnen in the note regarding the 
neei's.sity for this demand is ho]M‘lessl\ insufiicieiit and iinsatislaelorv. 
It is .said that lieeau.se .some grants-in-aid ha\e been sanctioned in the 
.supiilementarv estimates for some new schemes, therefore, a sum id' 
Rs. 20,.50() is neces.sarv for the work of sui»ervision. This is too cosily 
a jiropo.sal in view of the .schemes that have been sanctioned and 
the grant.s-in-aid gi\en. Moreover we are not as yet suie whether th(> 
schemes ha\e been launcluMl oi not. 1 tlu'iidoi'e think it is jirematiire 
to ask for this demand. 

With these reniaiks, I beg to mo\e that this demand be refused. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: 1 beg to siipiioit the 
motion id Rai ilaiemlranath ( haudhun. 

Ihe member being absent, the billowing motion, standing in the 
name of Rai Radha ( haiaii I'al llahadur, was deemed to have been with- 
drawn : — 

“ That the demand lor Rs. :i,S,215 under head “ .'M— I'nldic |l,.|,lth 
— Scheme 2 ’ be reduced by Rs. 20, OIK).’’ 

The member being absent, the following motion standing in the 
name of Babii Siirendra Narayaii Sinha was deemed to be withdrawn:— 

“ That the demand for Rs. 20.500 under head ‘ .‘i.'i — Publn Health 
— Scheme 2 (h) ’ be reduced by Rs. 10, ,500.” 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA moved that the demand for 
Rs. 38,215 under head “ 33.— I’liblie Health— Sc heme 2 ” be reduced 
by Rs. 5,325. 

This .sum is compo.sed of ndrospeetive pay of three officers of the 
department. Retrospt'ctive pay is an item, which has cost the Govern- 
ment more than 10 lakhs of rufwes, and I think it is time to put a stop to 
this sort of thing. These officers are already getting high scales of |)ay, 
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and only lately the Secretary of State has given them an increase. I 
have no quarrel with their increments, but I say we ought not to give 
them any hack pay. 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: These eHtimatefl are based on orders received 
from the Secretary of State ref^arding the pay of the specialist service. 
These orders were issued in 1921. The specialist service that we are 
concerned with at present is the Sanitary ^Engineering service, and the 
rates of ]»ay have Ikuui based on the rab^s which were sanctioned for the 
Public Works I)ei)artTnent inutly in u(‘cordance with the rccoiumenda- 
tions of the Ihiblic Woiks Ueorganisation Commit U t. It has k'en 
suggested by llabu Indu Phushan Dutta that although he would not 
cavil at the rates of i»ay, he thinks it inexpedient in the present state 
of our finance's to give retrosfK'ctive effect to these pro|K>sals. As a , 
mutter of fact, retrosjK*ctive effect has been given in the very sniA^'est 
d(‘gree in this case. You will find that in the case of Executive Engi- 
neer Captain Berry, retrosix'ctive effect has Ix^i'ii given from Sepit'raber, 
1921, otherwise he is entitled from the date of the Secretary of State’s 
orders to the pay which it is now pro]K)s(‘d to give him. In the ease 
of (’aptain Webster, no retrosjiective effect has Ikhui given. Under the 
ago rule he is entitled to all that we are a'>king for him in accordance 
with the Secretary of Stat(‘’s orders. In th(‘ cas(‘ of Mr. K. C. Banerjee 
we propose to pay him arrears of pay, Us. 2,200, to whifdi he is entitled 
und(M’ the age ruh‘, laid down by the Secretary of State. As regards 
the other oflicM^rs — I mean the subordinate officers — these rates have 
Ikmui strictly based on the rates of |)ay granl(‘d lo Assistant Engineers 
in the Public Works Department. In fa<’i, ihes(‘ juoposals (l(‘al far 
less generously with these officers than what the Loc'al Self-Government 
Department originally pro[M)sed. We discais.sed tlu^ case at great length 
with the Finance Department and have finally adopted pro])osals which 
this D(']>artment thought w(‘re adiujuate, and I think the criticism 
which has been made by Balm Indu Bhmshan Dutta in this case is 
quite unjustifiable. 

Uni Ilarendranath Chaudhuri has referred to the jirovision for 
tem|)orary establishment of Rs. 20,r)()0. ]I(‘ has suggested that this 
allotment, or part of it, should be cut out of the estimate. Now, Sir, 
we think it (luite ]>ossible that we shall not require to spenel the whole 
of this provision, but it is necessary to give us an adequate allotment 
to engage tom}Kirary staff for executing works which we undertake on 
behalf of municipal bodies. It w'ould obviously be uneconomic.al for this 
Department to employ a large prmanent staff sufficient to cope with 
all the work that falls to the Public Health Department throughout the 
year. We prefer to engage temporary staff as each of these loc^il works 
of water-supply, e.g,, the Midnaix>re water-supply scheme, the Dacca 
Sewerage scheme, etc., is taken up. These appointments will cease as 
soon ns the }>articular work ceases. As I have said, it is quite possible 
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that we shall not require the whole o# this money, and we shall see that 
every economy is observed in its exjxmditure, but T ho|>e the Council 
will agree to vote this demand, as it is ver\ difticult for us to suggest 
precisely what amount we shall re(|uire. 

No other criticism, as far as I am aware, has been rnadi' on the 
proposal now before the Council, and I trust that the motion of the 
Hon’ble the Minister will Ik* accejited. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: As 1 observed 
yesterday, suburban municipalities are interested in the water-supply 
question and eiglit applications liave already been rei'eived for sidiemes of 
winter-supply. We must liave a staff for that pur|X)se, and it seems 
tome that a temjiorarv staff is what is required, lanmusi' when a partii ular 
scheme is finished, the staff ma\ 1 h‘ dismissed and then* wiould tliiis be a 
saving. Thus it is obvious that for the ]>urjH>se of wat(‘r-suj>ply schenu's 
in which this House is iiiten‘sted and rightly interestiMl, it is nccivssaiy 
that we should have a timijxirarv staff. As Mr. (lomle has jxiiiitiMl out 
this IS the most economical |>rocedure that we ('an follow. 1 hojH‘, 
therefore, that the (d)j(‘ctioii will be wuthdraw’n. 

Rai Harendraiiath Chaudhuri’s motion w’as then juit and losi, 

Ihibu Indu IMiushaii Dulta’s motion was then ])ul and lost. 

Bsbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA! I move that the dmiiand foi 
Rs. 8,0(HI under IknkI ‘id —Public Health — SclHUne ‘1 ” b(‘ rciluccd hy 
Rs. 50. 

As would a|)p(‘ar from flic amount of nuluclion, which 1 jU’oposc lo 
niak(‘, it is iiiendN a (|Ucslion of principle. The piinciple involvi'd is 
this: (^in \ou expect important ti'chnical work of this naliiie fi'om 
honorary workers? I submit, Sir, that for continued tediiiical work 
(d* this importance you must have paid workers. It will not df) imuidN 
to give him an allowance. If vou want n*al good work which can h(‘ 
controlled by the department, which ('an be looked into b\ the depart- 
mental officers and which can be done thoroughly we should have paid 
workers. On that juinci|)le 1 move this motion. 

Raja MANiLOLL 8INCH ROY: I move that the (buna ml for 
Rs. d,()(H) under head “ Ti. — l^iblic Health— Siheme d ” lie riulm'cd 
by Re. 1. 

In 1907, Sir Edward Buck, K.r..s.i., the late Secretary to the 
Government of India, Agricultural Department, and Mr. Hutton were 
deputed to Italy to study the methods there employed for the preven- 
tion or mitigation of malaria. It is railed “ iKiiificazione in that 
country. The utilisation of the silt-laden winter of the livers is the 
main factor in the method and there is the admirable report of 
Sir Edward on the subject. 
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The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: What is the 

date of the UeiK)rt ? 

RalaMANILOLL 8INCH ROY: The year is 1907. 

Itein^^ struck with the f^ood effect on the health of the localities on 
the left side of the Daiiiodar where malaria rules supreme from the silt- 
laden water after the ^^eat flood of It) 13, 1 was led to address the Govern- 
ment a letter enclosin^^ a note on drivin^'\away malaria by the Italian 
y)rocess (“ honificazioUe It was well received hy Tjord (’armichael, 
the then (lovtuiior of Reni^^il. The suhjei't formed the first and the most 
important item in the All-India Sanitary Conference ” that was held 
at Lucknow in January, 1914, and it was piloted hv Sir Edward Buck 
himself and there is the i(‘])ort of this conference too, and I pray these 
two rejiorts may he forwaided to Mr. Inn^lis. 1 had the honour and 
privilege of knowinf^ him well and we cannot hut he very ^n'atehil to 
him for what he w^ant^ to do for cmr country even in his retirement. 
It wnis he who compiled and edited that very useful volume (‘ailed 
“ The (Canals and Flood Banks of Benj^al ” and hy lookinj,^ into it w'e 
expect that his report on “ honificazione ” wJll he of great benefit to 
Bengal, as he will no douht he able to hiing th(‘ thing uj)-to-date to 
suit the province from his great knowl(‘dg(‘ of the same. I ho])e “The 
(hinals and the Flood Banks of Bengal " will he made u])-to-date by him 
at no distant date. 

1 think that even now enough data aie with us in Sir Edward Buck’s 
report and in other things to go on with the process, at least with its 
])reliminaries without the rejiort from Mr. Inglis. Some sanctioned ])ro- 
jects are h(‘fon‘ us for many years and tin* (h'lay in taking them up has 
made our heart sick. Sim])ly “ reports “ and “ jirojects ” on jiaper 
w ill not drive away malaria from the land. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I was a hit sur- 
prised at the motion of which notice was gi\en by Raja Maniloll Singh 
Roy. He is so (‘ininently reasonable that I thought, this represented a 
dejmrture from the usually rational frame of mind W’hi(*h he displays. 
Bui towards the (‘ud of his s])(T(‘h 1 found why he w’as going to make or 
rather did make certain critiiusms in the first part of his speech. He 
has paid a compliment—a high (*ncomium to Mr Inglis— and 1 can assure 
him that Mr. Inglis fully deserves it. Raja Maniloll Singh Roy w'anted 
a discussion and he has had it We are getting the Inuiefit of the ser- 
vices of Mr. Inglis who does not (Jiarge us anything. He only takes 
his out-of-pocket expenses. He is in Italy now, where he is studying 
the condition of the country and liow’ the system of “ honificazione ” 
is working. Ht* was (’hi(*f Engineer in the Buhlic Works Department 
and is thus eminently (jualified for the duty which he has imposed upon 
himself. We ought to welcome an offer of this kind, and we should be 
grateful to him for making it, and we should not grudge for a moment 
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his out-of-pocket expenses wlii('h amounts t^) IN. 3,000 only. My friend, 
the Raja, referred to a conference that was held in 1914. This is 1922 
and since then much progress has been made in our kuowled^^t* in this 
resjiect. Havin/j: re^Nard to all these circumstances, 1 hojH' and trust 
the House will reject Hatni Indii Bhushan Dutta’s motion, and as far as 
my hon’ble friend, the Raja Sahib, is coneerned, 1 Ixdieve he is ^^ling to 
^^rant the amount even without the reduction of out' rujHH*. 

Raja Maniloll Sin^^h Roy, by leave of the (’ouncil, witlidrew his 
motion. 

Balm Indii Bhushan Dutta’s motion was then put and lost. 

The followinf' motion, winch stood in th(‘ name of Mauhi A. K. Kazl- 
ul Ha(i, w'as deemed to be w ithdrawn, owing to the absence of the 
^member : — 

‘*Hiat the demand for Rs. 23,000 under head ‘ 33. --Public Health - 
Scheme 5 ’ be refused.” 

The orginal demand that a sum of Hs. 07,800 be granted for e.xpendi- 
liire under head ” 33. — Public Health ” was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The (\)uncil wois then adjourned till 3 I’.m. on Thursday, the 31 st 
August, 1922, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of tKe Bengal Legiilatiye Coundil assenMed under the 
provisions of the Covemment of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 31st August, 1922, at 3 p.m. 


Present; 

The Depul y-rresident in the Chair, the Hon’ hie the four Members of 
the Executive ('ouncil, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 90 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Disposal of the dead body of a prisoner of the Pabna Jail. 

«LXXIII. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (u) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge ol the Depart mi'iit of Kevenm^ (JaiK) be 
pleased to state whether it is a tad that the dead ]>o(ly of a pri'^oner of 
the Dabna Jail was jibord near the local morgue and kept ex|K)se(l there? 

{h) If the answer to {a) is in the atlirniati\ e, what was (be naiue 
of the prisoner and where was his residence? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said ilead liody was (linounnl b\ jack«ils and 
vultures? 

(d) Why was not this dead body cremated or buried, as the case may 
be, and why was it placed near tlu* morgue and kepi there in an exposed 
eouditioii? 

(f) Under what laws and rules can the flead bodies of piisoners be 
placed outside the jail and exj)osed, as was done in this ease? 

(/) Was any iiiformati<ui sent or intimation given to bis house regard- 
ing the death of this prisoner? 

{(f) If so, how main days after his death was this intimation sent? 

(h) Was any public l>od\ such as (he An iiimaii-i-Islamia or (Vmgress 
Committee or private persiui at Dabna apjiroai'hed b\ the jail authorities 
for the disposal of this dead body? 

(D If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, what persons or ImdieR 
were approached? 

(U If no persons or bodies weie approached, what is the reason for it? 

{!<) Are the Covernmeni eonsidering the desirability of taking early 
steps to issue instruetions to the jail authorities for the pioper disposal 
of 1hc deiul bodies of prisoners in future? 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hofi’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a), (/;), {c), (d) auJ (e) It 

is not a fact that the dead body of a prisoner of the Pahiia Jail was 
placed near the local inor^^iie and kejit expo>ed there, nor is it a faid 
that it was devouied hv jackals and vultures. The ineinher is prolmhly 
referring to the dead body of a Hindu convict of an untouchable class 
belonging to tlie district of Kangpur whhdi was placed inside the 
compound of the jail morgin^ tor a post-morttin examination but not 
exposed. After the mortem examination the cremation charges were 
paid t-o a Dome who nunoved the body for the puriH>se of cremation. 


(/) and (//) Notice was sent to the Fuhdiari police-station, within 
the jurisdiction of which his house is situated, on the morning following 
his death. 

* No. 

(i)^Jie (juestion does not aiise. 

(y) The jirisoner belonged to an untouchable class, and there was no 
association of this class at Pabna. 

{k) The (jUestion does not arise. 


Trial of certain political prisoners at Midnapore. 
aXXIV. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA JANAH: toi Is the lloiPble 

the Member in chaige ot the I)<‘partment ot Revenue (riails) aware that 
most of the political piisoneis tried at Midnapnre iindei section IT id) 
and ih) of the ('riiiiinul Law Amendment Act oi PM)8 have lieen sentemed 
to rigoi’ous nil pi isonnient ? 

(M Is the Hon’ble tlu* McuiiIh*!’ aware that Rabu Ibamatha Nath 
Banarji, n.v., the (‘x-Headniaster of the (’ontai National School, wdio has 
only one hand (the left hand having been amputated long ago), has 
been sentemed to ligorous iiiipris<»nment ? 

(c) Are the (rovernment considenng the desiiability ol i(‘ducing oi 
commuting the sentences jias'^ed on tlie jHilitical prisoners tried at 
Midnapore? 

ThO Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes Twenty-five were 

sentenced to rigorous imprisonment and nine t(» simjile impi isonment. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) No. 


Alleged delay in delivery of a letter addressed to a prisoner 
of Barisal Jail. 

*LXXV. Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to ^tate whether it is a fact that a letter directed to Satiudra 
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Nath Sen, a prisoner now on hunj^er-strike in the Barisal Jail, from 
Sir P. {\ Kay, written with the ohje^'t of inducin^^ him to take food, 
was handed over to the Jail Supeiintendent for delivery to the said 
prisonei? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, on what date was the 
said letter handed ovei to the Jail Superintendent or his office and on 
what date was it actually delivered to Satindra? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: (a) The answer is in the 
affirmative. 

(li) The letter was received In the jail authorities on (or just previous 
to) the IHltli July, 1922, and was inmieiliately suhmitted by the 
Superintendent of the Barisal Jail to the Inspector-tieneral of Ibisons 
for orders alumt its delivery to tlie prisoner, as under the ordinary rules ^ 
the j)risoner was not entitled to leceive a letter. Sam'lion was jjycCfhi as 
a s|)ecial case and the piisoner ^^ot it on the 4th Au^mst, 1922. 


Arbitration courts of non-co^operators. 

aXXVI. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (n) Will 
the lIonT)le the Miunher in char^^^ (d' the Political Dejmrtmcnt lie 
]deas(‘d to state whether it is correct that iion-co-ojvrators have estab- 
lished courts in tin' mufassal and that the\ are tr\inf,^ cases both civil 
and criminal ? 

(M If HO, ^\ill the llon’ble the Member be phaised to state the iiameH 
of the j)laces wher(‘ such courts haM‘ b(‘en established? 

{(') What action, if any, has been taken or I'l bein^ taken a^^ainst 
the or^miiizers of such courts? 

(d) Is tlie llon’lde the Memlier aware oi the procedure of such 
(‘ourts establish(‘d by the non-c(M)|KMators in the thaiias of Jamalpur 
and Paona in the district (»f Burdwan? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. H. Lt Stephenson): (a) Yes, so-called arbitration courts have fron^ 
time to time U'en established in various places in the mufassal and have 
jmrportml to try civil and criminal cases. 

(M A com|deto list of such places is not available, but theii estab- 
lishniont has been re|H)rted at one tune or another from nearly all 
tlie districts of the pro\ince. 

(c) In most cases the |)i*ople they have oiipressed have been afraid 
to ^nve the evidence necessary to secure a conviction for extortion, 
assault and so forth. Kxei'utive action has been taken wherever jK)ssi- 
ble; in many cases the so-called courts have died of inanition and in 
some tJie resi^msible inhabitants of the locality have put them down. 

(d) (lovernmeiit have no information regarding any court at Raona. 
At Jamalpur a court existed for about a month and dealt with four or 
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five i>elty cases. The i^ocedure was for a niemher of the court to send 
for the paities and, after heanu^r tlieui, deliver judjrment. The sentence 
usually took the foiin of suhjei'tini: the accn.scd to a sluv-Unitin^ or 
pnlling his eais and inakin^r him .stand and sit a certain nnmlx'r of times, 
or the infliction of a line, Mliidi was jifiven to the comidaimint. 

Cost of maintenance of the Victoria Memorial. 

•LXXVIl. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: Will thelloidble 
the Menihei in (‘liar^n. of the IVditical Department, hv pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing’* the derails of the monthly (‘X|H‘nditure 
iiuairred or likely to 1 k‘ imairicd foi- tlu‘ \ ictoria Memorial, statini,^ the 
names of the employees and their ]>ay? 

i*he Hon’ble Mr, H, L, STEPHENSON! (i(»\t‘rnm(mt havt* not the 
reiiniied information Tin' maintenaiici' of the Victoria Memorial is 
vested 1)\ law in the hands of a body (d Trustees. 


List of newspapers allowed to prisoners in the Alipore Central Jail. 

•LXXVIll. Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: K the Hon ble the Member 

in charge of the DepaitmenI (»f Uevmiue (dads) awan* that iheie is in 
the Alipore ( Vntial dad a list ol newspajHns allowial to prisoners and 
that tills list (‘oiitaiiis sm li orthodox newspapers onlv as the A’/o/Z/.v//- 
i/Kin, th<‘ Sfah snidti , (‘l( , and does not contain th(‘ names of pajKM’s like 
the .‘1//////^; Painkn, tin* Sirranf, the eti . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Yes. It has bean asier- 
tamed that a list of newspapers, apjiroved b\ him under rule IlMS K ol 
the dail Code, for special class prisimms has been diawn up b\ the 
Su|>erintoi)d(‘nt, Alipoie ('cntial dad. The aiiswci to the second j>art 
of the ({uestioii is in the alliiniative. 


Authority of members of the Jail Standing Committee to visit jails. 

LXXIX. Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: ((/i Will the ilon'ble the 
Member in chaise of the Department of Keveiiue (dads) be pleased to 
state the date when the members of the dad Standin^^ (’ommittee were 
^nven aiithoritx to visit an\ jails ^ 

(/j) Is the Hon’ble the MemlKU* aware that on the Hith of dune, 
1922, a circular lettei was received b\ the Su]K*rintenden1 of the AlijMire 
dail, which a.sked him to afford facilities to the member.s of the Jail 
Standin^y ('ommittee to visit tln‘ jaily 

(c) If .so, w ill the Hoii’ble the Member be jileased to state the rea.sons 
w'hy the name of Di. A, Suhiawardv, a memlier of the Standiiif^ ('oni- 
mittee on Jails, is not mentioned in the list ^iven in the aforesaid 
circular letter? 
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The Hon»ble Mr, H. L STEPHENSON: (a) The 7th April, 1921, 

(h) No 8U(‘h circular letter issued. A circular with the name of 
Dr. A. Sulirawardy as meinl)er ui the Standing Committee was issued 
on the 4th July, 1922. 

(r) The (juestion does not arise. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: Has the attention of the Hon’ble Member 
been drawn to the fact that the date (19th June) mentioned in the 
(juestion refers to the receif>t and not to the issue of the circular letter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson: The question does not arise. 

If no letter was i.ssued it could not have been received on the 19th June. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’hle MemW aware that , 
Dr. Sulirawardy was elected a member of the Jail Standing CoimrAtee 
on the 3rd April, 1922? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Yes, so I undersUuul. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: Will the llon’ble Member 1 h‘ pleaser to 
state wheihei it is a fai't that the name of Dr. A. Sulirawardy does not 
a])pear in any circular lettm' regarding tlie memhers of the Jail Stand- 
ing (\)mm!ite(‘ issued to, or received b\ , the Sii|H‘!iiitendent of Alipore 
Central Jail between the 3rd of April and the 4tli of July, 1922. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I think 1 lave already 
answered that. 

Dr, A, SUHRAWARDY: With reference to the second part of the 
answer to question (//) to the eftect that a (drcular witli the name of 
Dr. A. Suhraw'ardy as member of the Standing Committee was issued 
on tlie 4th July, l!t22, will the llon’ble Member \w pleased to explain 
how do<‘s th(‘ answer arise. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): The 

question is not clear. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: M y question is this; Is the Iloii’ble 
Member aware that on the 19th June 1922, a mn ular letter was received 
by the Superintendent of the Aliixire Jail, which asked him to afford 
facilities to the members of the Jail Standing I'ommittee to visit the 
jail. The answer of the Member is that no such circular letter was 
issued Then a sentence follows that a circular letter was issued with 
the name of Dr. A. Sulirawardy us a member of the Standing Committee 
on the 4th July, 1922. My question is will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state how does the second pait of the answer arise ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. L ITEPHEN80N: It arises by a process of 
prolepsis. 
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Orders allowing fruits to Muhammadan prisoners in 
Alipore Central Jail during Ramzan.’’ 

•LXXX. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Tlon’We the 
Member Id char^n^ of the ])e|)artment of Kevenue (Jailm) l>e pleantnl to 
state oil what day of the R(im:an the orders allowing fruits at their 
own expense to fasting Muhaininadan jMditieal }»nsoners reaehed the 
SiijH*riiitendent, Aliix)re (Vnfral dail? 

(h) Is it a fact that the orders reaehe<l the Jail Sui)erintendeut, 
Ali]K)re Central Jail, too late for the fasting Muhammadan prisoners to 
benefit by the concession? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) On the LMid day of 
l{(ini:nn, corres])onding to ^^nd May, lllL^v. 

J his is not (juitf^ coma i. As a matter of faci the Sii[vrinten- 
dent had soiiu^ days jnevious to tin* r(‘cei|)i of oilicial oid(‘rs acceded 
to their reijiiest to be alho\ed to jairchase fruits and milk from outside 
at tlieii o\Mi cost, but onl\ one or tv\o took advantage of it. 


Alleged Council of Action formed by BakarganJ 
District Magistrate. 

aXXXI. Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: {a) is 

the Hon’ble the Memher in (diarge oi the Ihilitical lK*|)aitment aware 
of the action of Mr. Waddell, the District Magistrate of Ihikarganj, in 
starting a body called the Council of Action, and that the |)rinci|>al olii- 
cers of the district are members of that bod\ ? 

{b) Has the attention of tlie llon’ble the Memlxu’ b(‘(*n drawn to the 
pnx'eedings of the Council in which it was pro|>ose(l to take action 
against smdi pleaders as kc^jit collection boxes for the Swaraj fund, as 
Well as to draw* up history sheets of Congress volunteers? 

(r) Is the Hoirble the Memln'r awan* that these meetings an* s(‘cn‘t, 
and that the pixjceedings of these meetings are circulated to tlu' Sub- 
divisional Officers of the district for action ? 

{(]) Is the llon’ble the Mein4)er also aware that Mr. Townend, the 
Additional Magistrate, and Ifabu Benode Hehary Da.s (lujita, Deputy 
Magistrate, who are members of that (ouncil, have tried isditical cas<»H 
against Congress volunteers and others charged with ()ffenc(‘s connectfd 
w’ith the non-co-oj)eration movement? 

(c) Will the Ilon’bh* the MemlH*r be pleased to staU* whether this 
Council of Action is a Oovernment organization, or is in any manner 
supixirted by the (jovei’nment ? 

(/) Do the (jovernment j)r()|)ose to take any action in the matter? 

The Hofl’bte Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (^O A Committee was con- 
vened during the violent and dangerous jieriod of the noD-co-oi)eratioB 
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a^fitation in September last year to 8U^?ge8t measures to control the 
movement. It consisted of the principal officials and non-officials. 

(h) Government have not seen the proceedings of the Committee, 
huf are aware that some suggestions to this effect were made. 

(r) The meetings were coniidential and notes were circulated to 
members and others concerned. 

{d) Yes. 

(e) The Commiltee was convened enti/ely on the initiative of the 
District Magistrate. It has now ceased to function. 

\t) No 

Shalangahat Magisterial inquiry. 

•LXXXII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a)J^h 

reference to the answers given on the 6th July, 1922, to clauses (o), 
(6), (c), (c) and (/i), of nnstarred (juestion No. 9(1, will the Hon’hJe the 
Member in charge of the Political ])e]>artniont he jdeased to state — 

(/) wlietlier it is not a fact that th(‘ magisterial inquiry regard- 
ing ttie Slialangahat shooting inci(l(‘nt was held by Rai K. M. 
Das Dahadur, the District Magistrate of J^ihna; 

(n) wli(‘thcr it is not a fact that th(‘ Magistrate holding the in(|uiry 
was tlie same Magistrate' who oidei'cd tli(‘ shooting at 
Shalangahat ; 

(in) on whose re]M)rt the Government Resolution No. 4699 P., dated 
tlie 14th Mar(4i, 1922, rcgaiding the' Shalangahat shooting 
incieh'nt was drafted and juinteel in the Supplement to 
the Cah'uttd (hizeite (d the 22nd March; and 
(/r) niidi'r wliat rules ot authoi itii's arc tlu' Magi^tiiiti s allowed to 
hold iiHjiiiries or to sit in judgnu'iit ovio- their own actions? 

(b) Will th(‘ llon’hlc the Mcmln'r 1 h* ])lcas«Ml to slate' the sources 
either than that ed‘ the* Distrie4 Magistrate on wliie-li tlie Govcrnine'nl 
Rcsolutiein Ne). 4699 W, regareling the Shalangahat shooting incident 
was hase'd? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSONS (a) (i) Yes. 

(li) Yes. 

(ni) The re])ort of the inepiiring offie-er, Rai R. M. Das Bahadur, 
with the e'ommeiits of the Ceuuunssieuier, Rajsliahi Division. 

(/r) The standing orde*rs proviele that the District Magistrate or a 
senior Magistrate shall hedd a ]>re)mpi and full im[uirv into the circum- 
stances of any oeeurreume where the |)oliee have oeaaision to use fire- 
arms. As the District Magistrate in this case ^as on the spot he made 
the in([Uii'v himself. 

(b) The rejmrl of the rmninissioner and the evidence recorded during 
the iucjuiry. 
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tuparviaiott «f sukordinita eourts by High Court 

*LXXXIII. Rai NIBARAN CHAHDRA DAS GUPTA Bbhadur: 

(a) Will the Hon’hle the llember in rharpe of the Judioinl Department 
be pleased to stale the nature of the aui)ervisi(m the llon’ble High 
Court exercises over the subordinate judiciary ? 

(b) Did any Hon’ble Judge of the High Court visit any of the 
districts in the year 1920-21 ? 

(c) If so, which of the districts did he visit ? 

(d) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Menil)er be pleased to state the reasons for this:’ 

(e) Will the Hon’hle the Meml)er be plea.sed to state when the courts 
of the district of liakargan j were last inspected!’' 

MEMBER in charge cf JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (Ihe Hon'ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) Attention is drawn to section 107 of llie (iovern- 
ineiit of India Act. 

(b) No. 

(/'} Tile (iiieslioii does not arise. 

(d) Tlie (i()V(‘i'iiiiieiil iiiiiI(Mstainl no ju(l^>*o could tic spariMl joi 
I lie work. 

(c) d h(‘ civil courts of the district of liakar^’aiij wcic last ihsjhm led 
ill January, ]IH)(S, liy the lioiridt‘ Mi. Justice Itietl. 


Political prisoners treated as special class prisoners. 
•LXXXIV. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: (o) Will the Hon hie 

the MeinluT in char^ro oj the Dejiartnuuit of Iteviuiiie (JaiLst |ileas(Ml 
to stati‘ whetluM any, and if so, how inan\ jiolitual juisoners ha\e lu'cn 
tieat(‘d as first oi second (lass niisdiuiHuinants or in the same wa\ as 
KurojMuin prisoners as recommended in the residulion |nissed tiy th(‘ 
Jien^ml Le^^islative Councils 

(M Will the noirlil(‘ the Mcunlier he ]>leased to lay on th(^ tahle a 
statement shovsin^^ the names of such prisoners, indicating'- the jail oi 
jails in which they are now under^nun^^ iiiiprisonment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (/ij From ilu* 1st .lanuary 
to the dlst May, d,(ido prisoners convicted for oll’emes in con- 

nection with the m)n-co-o]K‘ration movement weie tnuited as sjH*cial 
class jirisoners in accordance with jwra^^raph d oi the (tovernimuit order 
on the Resolution, a copy of which was hun^^ up in the lohhy. 

(M The time and trouhle whicli the collection of this information 
would entail is incommensurate with its value. 
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aj^iiation in Se|)tninl)er last year to measures to control the 

movenifMit. It coiiHisted of the principal officials ami non-officials. 

(h) (lovernmeiit have not seen the ])rocee(lin^>:s of the Committee, 
hut are aware that some su^'^,M‘stions to this effect w^re made. 

(r) The nieetin^^s weie confidential and notes were circulated to 
memhers and others concerned. 

(d) Yes. 

(c) The Committee was convened entirely on the initiative of the 
District Ma^nstiate. It has now ceas(‘d to function. 

(/) No 


Shalangahat Magisterial inquiry. 

*LXXXII. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (n)J[ith ' 

reference to the aiisweis ^iven on the hth duly, to (dauses (a), 

(b), (c), (c) and (//), of unstaried ((uestion No. Dti, will the Tlon’hle the 
Meniher in char^^(‘ of the I’olitical l)(‘})artment he pleased to state — 

(/) wlieiluM’ it is not a fiu*t that tin* magisterial iiKjuiry ref>:ard- 
iiif,'’ the Shalaiij^mhat shoi^lin^^ incident uas held hy Kai H. M. 
Das Jlahadur, the District Maf^nstrate of Cahna; 

(ii) whether it is not a fact that tin* Magistrate Inddin^^ the imjuiry 
was th(‘ same Ma^istrat(‘ who oideied the shooting at 
Slialaiigaluit ; 

(lu) on W’lios(‘ rejxirt the (iovernment Ui'sidiition No. 4ol)l) IV, dated 
the 14th March, r(‘gaiding the Shalangahat shooting 

incident was dralted and juintiHl in the Sup}drm.eni to 
ihv (’alcuftc G(i:cii(' of the vviid March; and 

{tv) under what rul(‘s or aiitliontiiN an* tin* Magistiatcs allow'ed to 
Indd iiKjuiries or to sit in judgment over their owii actions ‘r 

(M Will the llon’lde the Memlx'r 1 h* j)least‘d to state the sources 
other than iliat of the Distri(‘t Magistrate on whiih the (lovernmeni 
Resolution No. IhtH) V., leganling the Shalangahat shooting incident 
was based? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (n) {i) Yes 

(/C Yes. 

(i/i) The reiKirt of the in(|uiring offit'er, Kai K. M, Das Bahadur, 
with the comments of the Commissioner, Kajshahi Division. 

(ir) The standing orders provide that the District Magistrate or a 
senior Magistrate shall hold a ju'omjd and full in(|uiry into the circum- 
stanct‘s of any occurrence where the jxdice have oi'casion to use fire- 
arms. As the District Magistrate in this case Was on the sjxit he made 
the inijuiry himself. 

(b) The rejMirt of the Commi.ssioner and tlie evidence recorded during 
the impiiry. 

f 



QUESTIONS. 


431 


1922. j 


Supervision of suberdimte courts by High Court 
*LXXXIII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: 

(a) Will the Hoii'hle the lleiiiln'r in cliarpe (it thi' .hiilicial ])t']iiU'tiin*ut 
he iileiused to state tlie nature of tlie su])ervision the llon’hle High 
(’ourt exercises over the subordinate jiidieiarv ? 

(h) Did any Hon’ble Jud^^e of the Hi^h Court visit any of the 
districts in the year 192 ()-vl ^ 

(c) If so, wliich of tlie districts did he visit? 

(J) If the answer to (M is in the ne^Mtive, will the llon'ble the 
Meiiilier l>e pleased to state the reasons for this? 

(f) Will the Iloirble the Menilier be pl(‘ased to state when the courts 
of the distri(‘t of JUikar^Miij were last inspecti'd? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): Attention is drawn to section 107 of tin* (lovtun- 

nient of India Act. 

(h) No. 

{(') The question do(‘s not arise. 

(d) The (loverniiient understand that no jud^c could b<‘ sjiared foi 
the work. 

(c) The civil courts of the district of Hakaipinj wen* last insjH*cled 
in January, ]()08, h\ the Iloirhb* Mi. .lustice Hiett. 


Political prisoners treated as special class prisoners. 

•LXXXIV. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: (a) Will the lion ble 
the Member in chari^fe of tin* ])e]»arlnu‘nt of Hevenm* (Jails) Ik* phrased 
to stab* whether any, and if so, how inan\ jKditical piisoiiers have* been 
tieati*(l as first oi second class niisdeni(‘anants or in the same way as 
Kui‘o]X‘an jirisom^rs as recomim^nded in the resolution jiassed b} tin* 
Bengal Le^^islative (kmncil? 

(If) Will the llon’ble the Member be pl(*a.sed to lay on the tabh^ a 
statement showing: the names of such priMUieis, indicatin^^ tie* jail oi 
jails in which they are now under^^oin^^ imi)risonm(‘ijt ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, L. STEPHENSON: (a) From the Isl January 

to the dlst May, 1111*2, ‘{.(idb firi.soners convicted for oifences in con- 
nection with the Tion-co-ojHuation movement were tn‘ated as H|N*(‘ial 
class prisoners in accordame w ith jKira^^rajih d of the (iov(‘rnment onler 
on the Resolution, a cojiy of which wa.s huu^^ up in the lobby. 

(h) The time and trouble whicli the collection of this information 
would entail is incommensurate w ith its value. 
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Acting arrangemcrrU in higher police service in CalcutU and Bengal. 


•LXXXV. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROYs {a) Will the Hou’ble llie 
in charge of the Appointment Department l)e jJeased to state 
whether it is a fiu't that — 

(]) the Deputy Siij)erintemlentH of Police can act for the Siiper- 
intemlents in the Beiif^al Police for any len^Hh of time; and 
(//) th(‘ AsHistaiit (’ommissioners of Ihdice in the town of (’alcutta 
cannot act for a Deputy (’ommissioner for a jx^riod exceed- 
ing): months at a time? 

ib) If HO, wha< is the reason for this differential treatment? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H, L. Stephenson): (u)(/) No limit has been prescribed. 

(n) Wh. 

{h) In j)ractice there is no differential treatmenl, since (apart from 
actual listed ])osts) Dej)ut\ Superintendents normally a/‘t only in puiely 
temporary vacancies in the Benfi:al Poli<‘e. 

Arrangement of interviews of special class prisoners in Alipore 
Central Jail. 

*LXXXVI. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: {a) Will the llon’hle the 
Member in char^^e ot the Department of Ueveiiiie (riails) be pleased to 
stale the reasons for the recent d(‘|)artuie made by the piesent Jail 
Supcrint(Mid(‘nt of Ali|K)re (Vntral .lail in the case ol oidinar\ special class 
jirisoners like Mr. Sasmal, Mr. J. Ij. Banal ji, Maulvi Azad and otheis 
in causing them to have intervn^ws in what is rei^arded as a ca^e? 

(M Is it a fact tliat panlanih^hin ladies, like th(‘ \Mfe of Hakim 
Masihur Hahman, are unable to interview their relatives in such a 
(‘af,^* ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N; (a) Ihior to the 24th 
A))ril, U)2‘2. the ju'ovisions of ('ha])ter XVII of the Jail ('inle were not 
strictly (d)served in the (‘ase of interviews with sjHHial class prisoners. 
This was irre^nilar and facilitated the secret transfer of unauthorized 
articles in and out of jail. The irregularity was accordingly stopjied. 
The so-called “ ca^M* ” is the official interview room of the jail con- 
structed ill accordance with the provisions of rule G7G of the Code. 

(M (loveniment are informed that some pardanasbin ladies have 
had interviews in the interview rcKmi. They have no information 
re^mrdinjf the lady nuMitioned. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY; Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
the “ so-called rap^e ” was not constructed in accordance with the rules 
of the Jail Code? 
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TheHMl’bteMr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I nm aware that (he “ ca^e ” 
has only one set of bars and wire-nottinjr instead of two in aecordanee 
with the Jail Code. 

Receipt of presents by Magistrates. 

aXXXVIl. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (r/) Will 
the Hon’ble the MeniW in chaiye of the Appoininieiil Department he 
pleased to state whether Magistrates aie allowed ((► rei ei\e piesents from 
the public y 

(h) Is there any restriidion on this point ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (o) and (M Mai^istrates are 
Wallowed to receive jireseiits from the public, except conijilimentary 
presents of flowers or fruit or similar articles of triflini,^ \alue. 


Proscription of play contained in ** Pataramer Swadeshita.'* 

♦LXXXVIll. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: in) Will (he lion ble 
the Member in char^.,i‘ of the Political Depailmeiit be pleased lo static 

(1) whether it is a fact that before an\ Ibm^iili drama is sta^i'd 
in a jmblic tlieatre in (‘alcutta it has pit to be submitted to 
the (h)iiimissioiiei oj INilice and (Ik* (}o\ernmeni foi sciu(in> 
and apjiroval ; 

{n) whether this procedure was followed in (he case of a book known 
as Pnluraiuer Sirddt^sliitd : 

(ill) whether (lie book was prosenbed aftei it had been allowed to be 
sta/,^erl by the Mineiwa Theatre tor se\eral ni^dits; and 

(ir) if so, on wliose rejiort was it proscribed? 

(h) What are the objectionable passap's or portions in the book for 
which its further peiformance has been prohibited? 

(c) What IS the name of the officer in the Ihdice Department who 
had originally scrutinised this book and appro\ed it for perfoi niHm e in 
the fonn in which it had lieen put on the stage by the Minerva Theatre, for 
several nights f 

{(i) Would there be any objection to the reconsideratiriri of the 
orders on the bemk if it is recast aft^r objectionable passages or jKjrtions 
therein have been eliminated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (d) (r), (;/) and (ui) Yes. 

(jv) On the report of the Commissioner of Police. 

{h) The text of the book is in itself not objectionable, but the manner 
of iU presentation as a play was designed to exploit particular political 



«4 QUESTIONS. [31st Aug. 

])ropa^(an(la and lo excite political passions antagonistic to (jovernnicnt 
and law and order. 

(c) The play was originally passed hy Oovernincnt. 

{(1) No alteration of |)assages oj’ portions would aft'cct the ohjectioiis 
to the manner of presentation. 

Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA; If the manner of presentation is 
changed, will the (lovcrnnient withdraw the proscription':' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: rnfortunately the manner 

of presentation is such tliat it is almost im|H)ssil)le to present the play 
in any other way without (‘xciting jioliticai [lassioiis antagonistic, to 
Government. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: May 1 take it that ^he book iTself 
is not objectionable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The answer is already 
given. 


Braja Mohan College, Barisal. 

*LXXXIX. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: 

(o) lias the attention of the llon’blc the Minister in charge of the 
Dejnirtmeiit of Education been drawn to the fact that the Braja Mohan 
( ollcgiate School (Braja Mohan Institution) at Barisal w’as converted 
into a “ National School ” b\ the proju’ietors more than a year ago? 

(M Has the attention of the llon’ble the Minister been also drawn 
to the fact (hat a notice for starting a “ National College ” has lieen 
issued liy one of the luopnetors? 

{(') Will the Iloirble the Minister be ]>leased to state how* these steps 
on the part of the proprietors, who ha\e got three re])resentutives on 
the Council of the Braja Mohan (’ollege which is subsidised by the Gov- 
ernment and is an aided institution, have affected the College? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) Yes. 

{h) Such notices have been issued by the non-co-operators of the 
district, and a ])romise a])}X‘ars to have Ikmui made that the college will 
be started if hO students join. 

(c) It is rejKirted that the colb'ge has Wn little affected by the 
presence on the (\>uncil of these three gentlemen. The numlier of 
students is rejKirted to be larger than ever, and some applications have 
haff to be refused, 
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Right of asking questions and moving resolutions in local bodies. 


XC. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (ti) Will tho llon’blo the 
Minister in rliarge of the Department oi Local Self-(tov(*ninient ho 
pleased to state whether the memhers of local and district hoards and 
the Municipal Commissioners ha\e the rij^dit to interjH‘llate their Chair- 
man or move resolutions at meetings of the hoards or municipalities P 

{!)) If the answer to {(lY is in the atiirmatne, umh‘r what law, rule 
or notification can th(‘\ do so!" 

(c) If the answer is in the nepitne, will tln^ (lovernment lu* jdeased 
to state the law’ or ruh‘s or notifications or ordius under which they an' 
so barred'" 

{(I) Under what statutoi\ or othei autlioiit\ hav(‘ llu' Municipal 
f^imissioners of the Calcutta Corjxiiation ^nit the ri^dit of int(M|xdla- 
tioii?* ' 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goode): (n) Tin* answer is in tin* 
affirmative so far as tin* (juestion relat(‘s to motions at nnndin^^s The 
Municipal Cimmissioners have the ri^rhi to interpellate their Chairman 
where rule II A of tin* Model ltuh‘s of Husincss is in force. No such 
rule IS in force as repirds local and distriid hoards. 

(h) Under rules 3 and 12 and and 17 of the Mod<*l Uuh‘s of llusi- 
ness for Muiiicij)aliii(*s and distiict and local hoaids n'SjH'ctively. 

((A The (pn'stion does not aiist* 

((/) Under ruh* 12 of Lul<‘s of Busiin*ss as pass(*d by tin* CorjKHation 
at their meetin^^ held on 22nd Ma\, LSS!). 


Unstarred Questlcms 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

« Id-ul-Fitr ” holidays for Muhammadan Jail prisoners. 

199. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will tin TTon'hle 
the Member in char^^e of the l)(‘partment oi Hevmnn* (•lail.'') he pleas(*d 
to state whether the (Trovernnn‘iit aie consideriiifr tin* desiralnlitv of 
granting the Muhammadan jail prisoin*rs two da\s’ holidays inst(*a(l of 
the one day usually allowed for Id-ul-Fitr? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The (|uestion as to the 
number of holidays to he j^^raiited to prisoners •in jails on account of 
Hindu and Muhammadan festivals is under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. A half-holiday on acf’ouiit of the Id-vl-FUr was granted for the 
first time this year to the prisoners in the jails in this Presidency. 
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Fish Market Fund of the Calcutta University. 
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200. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charf^e of the Dejrartment of Education ho pleased to a<ate 
what i« the amount held on account of the fund ordinarily known as the 
Eiflh Market Fund? 

(h) What was the in(‘ome and expenditure on account of that fund 
during the years 1918-lf), H)l!).2(l, 1920-21 and 1921-22? 

The Hon'blo Mr. P. C. MITTER: A copy of a letter, No. A. 92, 

dated the 19th August, 1922, from the Registrar, ('alcutta University, 
giving the information, is laid on the Library table. 

Statement of Inspector-General of Prisons as to future 
treatment of special class prisoners, 

201. RaiHARENDRAMATHCHAUDHURI: (a) Will the llon’ble 

the Member in charge of the DeiKirlmeiit of lleveniie (Jails) be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that “ (he (loveninieiit an^ making the jail 
discipline with regard to political prisoneis more and more stringent and 
the Jail Rules are to lu* more tightened soon " ? 

{h) Is it a fact (hat th(‘ Inspector-timieral of Prisons mad(‘ a state- 
ment to this effect when he\isited Itansal and that some representatives 
of the local liar Association went to see him on the steamer? 

(c) If the answers to (o) and (M are in the affirmative, what are the 
reasons for such steps being taken on the jiart of th(‘ (lovernment and in 
what directions are the Jail Rules Inung more tightened? 

{<!) Is it a fact tliat tlu‘ lns|>t‘ctor-(ieneral of Prisons observed, in 
course of the interview stated above, that “ with the possible exception 
of Mr. (\ K. Das and Wajid All Khan I’anee, none of the jiolitical 
prisomus was fit to be treated as sjH‘cial class juisoners? 

(c) If so, what are the reasons for such a statement ? 

The Hou’Mc Mr. H. L. STEPHENSONS (a) No. These words have 
been attributed to the IiisjHM'tor-tleneral, but, as exjdained below, they 
were not used by him. A revision of the rules for tlie treatment of 
special class prisoners is now under the consideration of (n>vernmeut, 
but the revised rules have not yet betui finally approved. 

(h) No. He was asked if the rules (tiuld not be made easier and, in 
reply, he said that it seemed to him that they ought to lie tightened. 

(c) The member is referred to the answer to clause (a) above. 

(d) No, He made p statement to the effect that in England only 
8U(‘h men as Mr. C. 11. Das and Wajid AH Khan Panee would be placed 
in the Ist Division. 

(f) This does »ot aris^, 
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202. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails^ be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Babu Chiuta Haran Gu|)ta and some other 
under-trial non-co-operator prisoners W'ere kept on “penal diet” from 
the 30th April to the 3rd May, 1922, for refusing to stand up before the 
Additional Magistrate and Stiperintendent of Barisal Jail ? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble ihe 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a (‘opy of any rule or rules govern- 
ing the conduct of under-trial prisoners in this respect? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state as to ^^ho passed 
^ the orders inflicting this punishment? 

^'J^What sort of a diet is meant by the phrase “penal diet” in the 
jail phraseology? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: (a) Yes 

(h) The member is referred to rules 04(1 and 920 of the Jail (’ode. 

(c) The Superintendent. 

(r/) Penal diet consists of 1 lb, flour, boiled as a porridge, with 
J chittack salt and given in two meals. 


Recruitment of Muhammadans to Covemment posts. 

203. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’hle the 
Member in (charge of the Apj)ointment Department he plea.sed to state 
whether it is proposed to appoint a suitable number of (|ualified Muham- 
madans in the various posts for which the (hmncil made financial pni- 
vision at the last sitting? 

(b) If so, are any definite steps being taken to ensure that Muham- 
madan claims may not be overlooked ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. L, STEPHENSON: (a) and (M Itecmitment 
will be made in accordance with the ordinaiy policy of (lovernment, 
which is well known, and consequently no further steps are necessary 
to en8Ui*e that Muhammadan claims will not l>e overlooked. 


Building grants for schools in Pabna and Bogra. 

20*. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 

K)' 
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ihe table a statement showing separately for the last three years for the 
schools in the districts of Pabna and Ifo^rra — 

(i) the number of applications received for capital grants for build- 
ing purposes; 

(v I the iHimbei of applications granted; and 
(Hi) what sums were granted? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unatarred quedion No. 204. 




I’AIINA 


liOC.RA. 


191^20. 

1920<21. 1921.22. 

1919-20. 

1920.21. 

(i) Nninl>ei of iipplica- 
tioiiH recoivotl for 
cupital grants for 
building puipoaeB. 

4 

1 2 

2 

2 

(it) Number of upjdica’ 
tiouB granted. 

1 


2 

2 


Its. 

Uh. 

U 

Kh 

[Hi) SniiiH which were 
granted. 

bb? 

... 23,599 

b 100 

2,035 


Management of the Calcutta University Institute. 

205. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Will the Hon ble the 

Mitiister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether ihe (\dcutta University Institute receives any financial aid 
from the Oovernnient? 

(M If th(‘ answer is in the afiirmative, what is the amount granted 
to it, and is such grant made in a lump sum annually? 

(r) Do the (lovernment exercise any control over the management 
of the Institute? 

(d) If so, what is the jirecise nature of the control exercised? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of a feeling of discontent 
among the student community in not having any voice in, or control 
over, the management of the said Institute? 

(/) Are the (Government considering the desirability of taking early 
steps to transfer the control of the Institute to the student community 
or, in the alternative, to give them some share in its management? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) Rs. 200 j)er mensem, paid monthly. 

(r) No. 

(d) The question does not arise. 
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(e) The Government have no information beyond the assertion that 
the present constitution of the University Institute has not been work- 
ing satisfactorily. 

(/) If Government l)e satisfied about the assertion contained in 
clause (e) of the (juestion, Government will l)e prepared to consider 
the matter. 


Calcutta University Institute. 

206. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (u) Will the Hon'ble the 

Minister in charge of the ])e]nii’1nient of Education Ik* phuised to slate 
• whether the ('alciitta University Institute receives any financial help 
from ’Ae Government? 

(b) Have the Government any control in tlie affairs of its manage- 
ment? 

(r) If so, do tlie Government propose to transfer their control to the 
student community ? 

(f/) Is the Hoii’l)lc the Minister aware of a feeling of diseonient in 
the student community because they have no effective voice in the 
management of the Institute? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; The membiU- is referred k) the reply 
given to another uiistarred (juestion on this subject jmt by him at this 
meeting. 


Shalangahat shooting. 

207. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) With nfercme to my 
unstarred question No. 9(1 answered in the Jul> session of the (’ouncil, 
will tlie Hoirble the Member in charge of tin* Politicjil Jhq^artment be 
pleased to state with reterciice to the aiiNwer to clause (//) of that 
question the names of the .sliop-kee|KM's who made vcibal comjilaints; 
also when and to whom such com])laintK wcie inailc'" W;is any note 
made of such complaints by the officers com^Mned and jcjiorttal to their 
higher officers in writing? 

(b) With reference to the answer to clau.se (r/l of that question, 
what was the distance of the cattle market from the place of firing? 

(c) With reference to the answer to clause (/) of that {|uestion, is 
the Hon’ble the Member aware that the day on which shooting took 
place, was hat day, and that the men assaulted did not come thero 
either for the piirixises of rioting or for attending any meeting? 


29a 
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(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to stale why were eases under sections 147 and 
353, Indian Penal Code, in (on tempi ation against these wounded men? 

(r ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table the 
results of the investigation of the contemplated cases under sections 147 
and 353, Indian Penal Code, against the wounded persons lying in the 
Senijganj ln)spital and state the reasons for not instituting the pro- 
ceedings contemplated? 

(/) Will the TIon’ble the Member l)t‘ pleased to state the reasons 
why the local officors came to the conclusion that in the case of the 
wounded ixu’sons lying in the Serajganj hospital for treatment “ there 
was a })ossibilitv of their escap “ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, L. STEPHENSON: (r/) The verbal complaip^'. 
wer(‘ made to the District Magistrate himself as he passed throu^ the 
hat. These were not reduced to writing. Information is not available 
as to the names of the jiersons who made the comjihiints. 

(5) 45 cubits. 

(r) The da\ was a hat day. (lovernmeiit have no information as 
to what the intentions of the wounded men were in coming to the 
Jidt. 

{(J) Cases were instituted, inasmuch us the men were imjilicated in a 

riot. 

(c) The cases were diopped owing to the difficulty of identifica- 
tion, 

(/) Presumably bei'ause there was a possibility of their leaving the 
hospital and disappearing 


Subdivisional Officers partaking of the hospitality of influential 
persons in the mufassal. 

208. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (n) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of tin* Apjiointment Department be pleased to state 
whether an\ steps were taken on the resolution moved by me on the 
3rd March last in regard to the issue of sjxH'ial orders to Divisional 
Commissioners and District Magistrates regarding Subdivisional Officers, 
etc, partaking of the hospitality, etc., of influential persons in the 
mufassal ? 

(h) If so, what wu\s the action taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N: (a) Yes. 

(5) The proceedings have been eommunicated to the officers con- 
cerned, in accordance with the undertaking given by Government in the 
course of the debate. 
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Whipping of political prisonaro in Barisal Jail. 

209. Baku NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Memkr in charge of the Ih'partment of Revenue l)e pleased to 

state whether he is aware tliat several young jmliticul prisoners of 
Barisal Jail have recently been flogged? 

(b) Was there any inquiry made into this matter of flogging? 

(c) If so, what is the reJVut of the in([uiry and what action has l)eeii 
taken on the re[x>rt? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. For details the 
member is referred to the answer given to starred (jucstion No. LXXI 
put by Kumar Shib Shekliari'swai Ray on the dOtli August, 11)22. 

• ^h) Full i>articulais of each (‘ase were forwarded to (lovernmeni 
befor^Pthe punishment was authorised. 

(c) The question does notarise. 


Realisation of settlement cost from owners of non-agricultural and 
non-hortioultural laiids in Nadia district. 

210. Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA ROY Bahadur; (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Meml)er in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) lx* pleased to state whether the (tost of tlie ]>re|)(iration of 
the records-of-righis under Chapter X will be recovered from the owners 
and occupiers of non-agricultural and non-horiicultural lands in the 
Nadia district ? 

(/;) If so, will the Uoirhle the Memlwr h(‘ j)leas(*d to state wlndher 
any distinction wdll be made in n^spect of such holdings whicli lie within 
or outside a municijnil area? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are High (\)urt rulings to the effect that 
non-agricultural and non-horticultural lands do not come within the pur- 
view of Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act? 

(d) If so, will the Ilon’ble the Mcmlier be pleased to lay copies of 
these rulings on the table? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon^ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwin); 

(a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) Government are not aware of any rulings to this effect; there 
are rulings to the effect that rents cannot lx; settled under section 105 
for non-agricultural lands, vide C. W. N., Vol. XIX, jyage 35, and 
C. W. N., Vol. XXII, page cxvi. 

(d) The question does not arise. 
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Alleged oensonhip of telegrams at Bartsal. 


211. Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Wm the 

Honi)le the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be 
j)leaHe(l to state how many telegrams to the press have not Iwen issued 
by the Barisal ielegraj>h office during the last two years — 

(i) on the ground of their being i)olitically objectionable; and 

(li) on any other ground ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the messages have within a short time 
api)eared in the paiK*r8? 

{(') If so, what reasons do the (jovernment assign for the action of 
the telegra]>h office? 

{(1) Are the (xovernment considering the desirability of restricding 
the censorship of the Barisal telegraph office? 

r- 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon’ble 
8ir John Kerr): The local (iov(‘ninient have issued no order under 
Bcction 5 [h) of the Indian Telegraph Act, and have no information 
regarding any si)ecial (auisorship of teJegranis at Barisal. A general 
censorshi]) is })ermitted by section 374 of the Post and Telegraph (luide. 
As, however, telegraph offices are under the administrative control of 
the ('entral Government, the local Government have not the information 
asked for in (a), (h) and (r) of the question nor have they the authority 
to interfere as suggested in {d). 

Political prisoners arrested or convicted for employing methods of 
assassination. 

212. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

the Member in cluuge of the Department of lievenue (Jails) l>e pleased 
to state how many of the jKilitical prisoners now in jail, were arrestod 
and convicted for employing methods of assassination ? 

The Hon’We Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: There are seven prisoners 
convicted of murder, attempted murder and dacoity with murder in 
connection with |K)litical movements and three convicted of waging war. 


Muhammadans in the offioe of the Bengali Translator. 

213. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Bolitical Department Ik* pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing— 

(i) the niiml)er of vacancies, both iiermaiient and temporary, which 
occurred in the office of the Bengali Translator to the Govem- 
meut of Bengal from the 1st April, 1912, to the Slst March, 
1922; 
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(u) the names of the candidates who were appointed to the vacancies 
with their educational qualifications; 

(Hi) the dates of the advertisements, if any, calling for candidates 
for the vacancies ; and 

(ir) the total miniher of translators, assistants and typists in the 
said otti(‘e, together with their resjHH'tivc ]m and religion us 
Hindu or Muhammadan? 

(h) Are the ({overiinieiit contemiilalinj: the upiHUiitwient ot Miihtim- 
maduiis to fill op the jmsts for whicli a deinaiol of H''. ''i,d2’) has been 
voted by the ]leiip;al ljej!;i''lative ('ouiicil in its la'll iliily sesHiou, to 
brinjr the pro])ortioii oi Mubaiiiinadaiis in that otiice to oiie-tbiril of its 
total strength 'f 

* ^The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) A slaleraent is laid on 
tlie Tillirary table. 

(h) An effort will lie made to find (pialified Muhammadans for the 
new ixists. 


Extension of service to Rai R. M. Das Bahadur. 

214. SHAH SYED EMOAOUL HAQ: (o) Will the llon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Ai)|iointment Department he )ileased to state 
whether it is a fact that Uai U. M. Das llahadui, the District Magistrate 
of Pabna, is about to retire? 

(b) If so, when is he due to retire? 

(r) Did he submit an,\ fielition for an extension of service between 
January and June, li)»2 ? 

(</) If so, when did he .submit such a |K'titioii? 

(c) What was the order passed on the |H‘tition? 

(/) Did he get any extension before.'' 

(g) If so, for how long was lie gianted extension hefoie and when 
will that iieriod end ? 

(/i) Will the Government be pleased to la\ on the table the corre- 
sjKindence which passed between the Government and the .said District 
Magistrate regarding his extension? 

(i) If he has not been granted any extension this time, will the 
Hon’ble the Member be jileased to state why his prayer for another 
extension has been refu.sed 

(;) Has the refusal got anything to do with the SaJanga shooting 
affairs? 

(t) Has his successor been nominated? 

(/) If so, what is his name and when is he likely to assume his new 
office? 
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The Hen’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

{})) He was due to retire on the 17th August, 1922, the date on 
which he attained the age of 55 years. 

(r) and (d) In September, 1921, he submitted an application for an 
extension of service. 

(e) An extension of six months has been granted. 

(/) No. 

((/) Does not arise. 

(h) No. 

(i) and {]) Do not arise. 

(k) No. 

(l) Does not arise. 


Pay drawn by Ministers. 

215. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance l)e pleased to state 
the amounts drawn by ea(di of the three Miiusters under the following 
heads from the Ist January, 1921, to the .‘list July, 1922, month by 
month, as— 

(^) Wf 

(ii) travelling allowances, 

(ni) residential allowance, 

{ir) hill allowance, and 
( r) other allowance or allowances, if any. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr): Each of the Ministers has drawn pay since the 
3rd January, 1921, at the rate of Its. 5,333-5-4. They draw no 
allowances. 


Model primary schools in Pabna district. 

216. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Dejmrtmeut of Education be pleased to state 
whether any grant for starting model primary schools within the Pabna 
and Serajganj municiiMilities in the district of Pabna on the lines 
sketched out in Mr. Biss's report have a.s yet been made? 

(6) If not, is it the intention to start such schools during the year 
1922-23? 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: {a) No. 
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(h) A scheme has been prepared for starting* four centmlised primary 
schools each for 100 hoys in l^abna at a capital cost of Rs. 13,400 and a 
recuirin" cost of Rs. 4,200 annum. A scheme on similar lines has 
been prepared for Serajganj. If the Municipal ('onimissioners agree lo 
j)a3i half the capital and half the recurring cost, both the schemes will 
be taken up. 


« 

Tangail Bindubashini School. 

217. Ra]a MAMMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) Is 

the Hon ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Kducation 
aware of the financial difficulty with which the Tangail Bindubashini 
School is confronted ? 

^ ((jj If so, are the Government considering the (l(‘sirability of increas- 
ing the grant-in-aid by a sum eijuivalent to the amount by which the 
original grant to the said institution was cut down? 

The Hofi»blo Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) and (If) The matter has oidy 
recently been brought to the m)ii(*e of the ])ir(‘ctor of rublic Instruc- 
tion, and steps will be taken immediately for an in(|uiry into th(‘ |K>si- 
tion of the school. 


Milk supply. 

218. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the llon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Dejvartment of Local Selj-tiovcrnment 1m* ]>leas(‘d to 
state what si>ecial steps havi* been taken by the local aulhontles and the 
Government, respectively, for increasing the su})pl\ of pure cow’s milk 
and development of agriculture in Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (t) As 

regards the supply of jmre milk the main problem is the improvement 
of the breed of cattle and the milk-yielding rapacity of cows. At the 
Rangpur cattle farm experiments on the pro(‘ess of seb'ction from among 
indigenous cattle and in cross-breeding are Ixong tiled. The herd is 
divided into two sections. In the one, selected bxal ( ows breed from 
a Hissar bull and in the other from the liest kn-al bulls available. The 
milk-yield of each cow is (*arefully recorded and those vliich give a 
poor yield are eliminated from the herd. With the object of studying 
local conditions of the districts, it has been decided to have a cattle- 
breeding section in each district farm, as funds [H*rmit. Meanwhile 
selected bulls have been stationed at a number of these farms for breed- 
ing purposes. Proposals are also under consideration for the recruit- 
ment of an expert in cattle-breeding. Intimately cfmnected with the 
problem of cattle improvement is dairy farming. This is engaging the 
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attention of the Agricultural Department. The Co-operative Department 
have or^fanised a number of milk societies and one co-operative dairy and 
bank for the supply of milk. 

As to the steps taken by Government for the development of agri- 
culture in this Presidency, the member is referred to the annual reports 
of the Ag'ricrultural Department and to the departmental bulletins 
published from time to time. 

(ii) Local bodies have as yet not taken adequate measures for 
increasinjjf the supply of milk and ensuring^ its ])urity. They require 
increased powers and the (jahmtta Municipal Bill and the new Bengal 
Municipal Bill make adecjuate statutory provision for such measures. 
A reference is also invited to — 

(7) the re])ly given in Council on the 29th August, 1921, to a 
similar question asked by Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuvi 
and 

(2) the re])ly given to Maulvi Fazlal Karim’s Council question 
regarding the maintenance of stud-bulls by District Boards. 
These liodies at j)res(‘nt sj>end Rs. \\ lakhs per annum on 
stud-bulls and veterinary wmrk. 


Kasba Munsifl. 

219. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ifon’ble the 
Memlair in charge of the Judicial Ihqiartment 1 k^ i)leus(‘d to state how 
many villages are there under the Kasba munsifi and what In the total 
area of those villages ? 

(6) What is the total number of the annual suits instituted in that 
munsifi during the last 7 years and what is the number of suits for the 
last financial year? 

(r) What is the income and the excuse of the said munsifi in the 
last year on account of the suits instituted? 

{(I) Is it a fact that the officers and clerks, etc., attached to the* 
Kasba munsifi are being changed frequently? 

(c) If the answer to clause (d) be in the affirmative, what is the 
number of officers and clerks trunsfernHl, and in what jxists were they 
and what was the reason of their transfer? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of transferring this munsifi 
to some other suitable and healthy place? If so, where is the place and 
what would he the probable expenditure ? 

(g) If the answer to clause (/) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of ananging for the trial of suits of the 
Kasba munsifi, at Comilla sadar? If so, what would be the probable 
expense of taking this step? 
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(h) If the answer to clause(^) be in the negative, will he be pleased 
to state why this cannot be done? 

The Hon’Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 205 villages, 148 square 

miles. 

(5) Tlie number of suits instituted in the Kasha niunsifi during the 
last 7 years from 1914 to 1920 is, resjKM tively, 8,22f{, 8,150, 8,718, 
5,092, 3,901, 3,201 and 8,311. The ligures are availahle in the reix)rts 
on the administration of civil justice in the President'V of Bengal for 
the respective years. The figure for 1921 is not availahle. 

(c) lleceipts.—lts. 42,024; Exjx'nditurt^ — Its. 19,288; Balance— 
Hs. 22,780. 

(d) Yes. 

A statement is laid on the Lihrary table. 

(f) Yes. It is proposed when funds are availahle to remove the 
niunsifi to Brahmanharia. TIk' estimate has not yet hcsMi ])r(‘inired 

(ff) and (h) Do not arise. 

Publication and sale of papers of local bodies. 

220. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the lion hie the 
Minister in charge of the Ih'partment of Local Self-(iovernmeni l>e 
pleased to state wlietliei- it is a fact that the ag(‘nda j)a|H*r of the meet- 
ing of the union hoards, local hoards, district hoaids and the muniid- 
palities are not supplied to Ihe Ihess or are not made availahle to the 
public who desire to have them ? 

(b) Is the Hon’hle the Minister aware that many misunderstandings 
arise and misrepresentations take place both among the public, and in 
the Press, owing to the closed (diaracter of the im*etings of thes<" local 
bodies, by the withholding of their proceedings from th(‘ Press and the 
public, and by the exclusion of visitors from theii meetings'' 

(c) If the answer to (u) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’hle the 
Minister be pleased to say whether the (jovernment an* consiilering 
the desirability of issuing early instructions to all statutory hjcal bodies 
in the Presidency to supply copies of their proc(‘edings (o the luc^al prt^ss 
and make them availahle to those who Iik(* to buy them? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (u) Yes. 

(b) No, 

(c) The answer is in the negative. The attention of the memW 
is drawn in this connection to rule 75 of the jules for pn>coedings at 
meetings of district and local boards, nile 89 of Model Pules of llusiness 
for municipalities, and rule 29 of the Rules of Business for Union Boards. 
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Recruitment to Bengal Civil Service from certain districts of 
Burdwan Division. 

221. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA JAN AH: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of recruitments during the last five years in the 

Bengal Provincial, Judicial and Executive Services from the 
districts of Bankura, Birbhum, Burdwan and Midnapore; 
and 

(ii) the number of candidates from each of these districts during 

the same period ? 

(h) Is it the ordinary rule that a candidate for the Provincial Judicial 
Service has to t)e enrolled before he comjdetes 27 years of age and has to c 
comj)let(‘ three years practice at the Bar before such enrolment ?r ' 

(c) Has there been any departure from the rule in any case within 
the last five years ? 

{(1) If so, will the TToiriJe Meml)er be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing in a tabular form tlie names of the officers 
enrolled and the names of their father with their designations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) (?) and {ii) A state- 
ment is laid on the table. For the Executive Service information avS to 
the number of candidates is not available. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) and {(1) Oovernment have no information on the iwint. Enrol- 
ment is made by the High Court. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 22I(a\ 
showing the numhpt of recruits for the Bengal Civil Service 
{Executive and Judicial) from the districts of Bankura, Birhhum, 
Burdwan and Midnapore and the number of candidates enrolled for 
the Judicial Branch of the same Service during 1917-^21, 

RiECunvic, Judicial. 


Bankura— 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

Birbh'im— 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 


Number of Number of Number ofcaodi- 
appciutments. appoiolmenU. detoi eoroUed. 

3 

1 2 2 
2 2 

1 3 


1 

3 
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Burdwan — 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

Midnapore— - 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 
, 1921 

Pay of Deputy 8iq>erintendents of Police. 

222. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM! (a) Will the Hoii'ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Detiarlment he pleased to state whether 
the increased rate of pay of Deputy Suiieriutendents of I'olice was sane- 
iioned long ago? 

(h) Is it a fact that they are not allowed to draw the increased jmy? 

(r) Will the Hon’hle Meinher be i)lea.se(l to lay on the table* a 
list of tho,se l)ei)ut.\ Siijs'iintendents of I’olice wlio have not drawn the 
increased pay ? 

(d) Will the lion’ hie Member he pleased to state the reasons 
why the jiayment at the increased rate has been delayed i' 

The Hoifble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(h) No. 

(c) Government are not aware of any stich cases. 

(d) The question does not arise. 
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Number of Number of Number of ceudl- 
Appmatmeuto. Appoiutmente. delei enroiletL 


BakarganJ Cattle. 

223. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (,,) Will the Hon’hlc the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the district hoards which maintain stud-bulls for 
the improvement of the breed of cattle; and 
(u) the number of such hulls maintained separately for each dis- 
trict and local board areas? 

(b) Will the Hon’ hie the Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that the cattle of Bakarganj are inferior to the cattle of other districts 
of Bengal ? 
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{c) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
District Board of Bakarganj to maintain at lea-st one stud-bull for each 
thana and of making a grant to the District Board to meet the expendi- 
ture ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 

(h) The Yeteriiiary Adviser to Government reports as follows:— 

“ From Mr. Blackwood’s cattle census reixrrt it will be seen that 
the cattle of Bakarganj district are numerous. They rank among the 
worst cattle in Bengal. They are small, and their condition is poor. 
This is due to two main causes— 

(/) The nature of the district, which is flooded all the monsoon 
when no grazing is available. Ihiring the rest of the year 
the grazing is very ]ioor and scanty. ^ ^ 

(2) The owners seem totally indifferent to their cattle, and will not 
do what might done, to care for and feed their animals.” 
(c) The District Board has statutory ]K)wers to make such provision 
and Government do not projX)se to interfere. 


Slatemcnt to in the reply to dau$e (a) of unstarrei (jneHion 

No. 223, showing the number of stud-hulls maintained hy District 
Boards. 

Nima o( th« Dlitrlot Bwnl. Number ot rtui bnllt. 
linrdwap 


Riritlium 

Midnapore 

Howrah 

Kiiiilna 

MyiuensiiiK** 

Bakarganj 


Dinajpnr 

Kangpur 

Pabna 

Malda 

Jalpaiguri 

Darjeeling 


Tippera 


Noikhali 


Nil. 

2 

7 

Nil. 

3 

2 


Hrmakks. 

The Diitrict Board propose to pnrchaao 
three. 


Three at Smliir, t\\o at Ghatal and two 
at (*ontai 

Thf‘ Boaril have Baiietiinied the purchase 
of ttnc ft)r tnulieria. 

One in each suhtiiviHion. 

Both are kept at Sadar Veterinary Hos- 
pital 

Four at Barisal under the direct anper* 
vision of the District Board and one at 
each of the three nuhdiviKioni under 
the snptTvisioii of the resj'ective 
Local Boards. 


Three at Sadar and one at Guihandha. 
Both are kept in rural areafl under the 
supervision of the Veterinary AsHistant, 


Both are kept at th** Sadar Vetennary 
Hospital. 

Six fur the Kurseong Sadar Local Board 
area and three for the Kalimpong 
Local Board area 

Foi the Sadar Subdivision only. The 
purchase of another for the 8a lar aiea 
has l>een aanctioned. 

Three for Sadar and two for Feoi. 


vn>p« •oia-bull'i »r® mitntnintd by *ny otlur Plutrict BO'^rd 

of tho IxK'sl Boftrd« oxc<?pt tho»f tu th« dlrtrict of l)»r)cellng auiDlalti rtud-bulh iBparttely. 
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Bibu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs Before we jmx'eecl with to-day^ 8 
bneinees, I should like to bring to your notice one fact. On a perusal 
of the oflScial report of the proceedings of this (Vuncil, for the lust 
July session, I find it recorded on page 573, with regard to one of my 
speeches, the following : — 

'' The member said something, which was inaudible at the reixirt- 
ers^ table. 

I think that my voice was rather too loud, and so cannot understand 
how it could l)e inaudible. However, as my s]H^e(*h was in the nature of 
a personal explanation, I think it should not be allowed to go unre- 
corded. When 1 op])o8ed the grant for a new Assistant Kegistrar of 
Co-operative Societies, Mr. Syed Nasim All sanl that 1 had (ongratulatcd 
Lord Ronaldsha;y last year by sajdng that the scheme of apjiointing 
Registrars was a very excellent one. In my jKM’sonal exjdaiia- 
tion, I said that Mr. Sved Nasim Ali, with all his knowledge, did 
not seem to know that 1 liad said nothing of the kind. I had only con- 
gratulated Lord Ronaldshay tor helping tow’ards the |H‘rinanence of th(‘ 
Co-operative Department. I hope, Sir, that this will b(‘ duly recorded. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Very well. 

Supplementary Budget for the year 1922-23. 

Demands for Grants. 

34.— Agriculture. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): I move that a sum of Rs. 44,548 be granted for 
exi>enditure under the head “ 34. — Agriculture.” The item for which 
the money is required represent a further instalment of the juo|K)8alH 
which have l>een considered and worked out during the past year and 
a half. I shall refer briefly to the more important items. First, there 
is the training of an offii'cr of the Provincial Veteriiiaiy Service to 
qualify him foi’ promotion to the Imjierial Service. It lias long been a 
grievance that no provision for such training existed and that the promo- 
tion of deserving officers of the Provincial Service was impossible. The 
Government of India have now arranged for a course of training and it 
has been decided to give an able ofti(‘er of the Bengal Provincial Servi(‘-e 
this opportunity of qualifying himself for the Imperial Service. Then 
there is a provision for sending four students to receive an agricuPrrnl 
training at Cawnpore, which has been .selected as the most suitable jJace 
in view of the closing of Sabour in the near future. Until the Agricul- 
tural Institute at Dacca is ready, this is the only means of training 
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Bengali youths for the Subordinate Agricultural Service. Then we are 
asking for a special officer for six months to prosecute to a conclusion 
Mr. Annettes investigations into the date-sugar industry as recommended 
by the Indian Sugar Committee. 

The work of the experts in the Dacca Laboratory is greatly handi- 
capped by an insufficient supply of gas, and wo propose to increase the 
supply. The proposal is economically sound because with the increased 
supply, the officers will be able to give us an increased output of work. 

Lastly, 1 have asked for money for an increase in the staff of the 
(!o-operative Df^)artmeTit and in the pay of the auditors. The increase 
in staff is rendtued unavoidable by the rapid expansion of the co-opera- 
tive movement. (lovernment have assumed a certain resiH)nsibility for 
the control and guidan(*e of the movement. I think it will be generally 
admitted that that control is necessary. If it is to be maintaii^d fit 
all, it must be effective; and the increase for which I ask is the mini- 
mum with which (lovernment can discharge this responsibility. Up to 
now the Inspectors have had to do much audit work, to the detriment of 
their proi>er duties such as propaganda and inspection. I propose to 
upiM)int sufficient auditors to do the audit work and leave the lns}HH‘t()rs 
free for their own duties. The cost of 60 out of the 69 auditors will 
l)e met from fees levied on the socictic's. At the same timi' il is ])ro- 
posed to sanction an increase of pay for these officers. Their present 
pay is wholly insufficient for the class of men reciuired and for the 
ardous nature of their duties. It is therefore j>r()]>f)S(Hl to ]>iil lliem on 
a time-scale of Rs. 75 rising to Rs. 150 liy nnnual increnuMils of Rs. 3. 

Finally, there is the apjHMiitment of a Fifth l)e])iit^ l)lrectf>r of 
Agricultuiv. We liave Ihmui wailing for tins officer for a long time. 
It is six years since the Government of India suggested to us the 
desirability of such an officer. As, however, we have waited so long 
already, 1 have decided, in vi(‘w of the aiipointinent of a Retrenchment 
Committe, to wait until their report is received. I therefore ask for 
a total grant of Rs. 44,548 instead of Rs. 45,948. 

Mluivi /!• Ki FAZL-UL HAQs May I ask the Hon’ble the Minister 
whether the proposal for the appointment of a Fifth Deputy Director 
of Agriculture is dropped? 

The Hofi’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Yes, it is postponed till the report of the Retrenchment 
Committee is out. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA; I move that the demand 

for Rs. 1,320 under he^ad ‘*34. — Agriculture — Scheme 6 be refused. 

I beg to oppose this grant, because it seems ho me that it is abso- 
lutely unnecessary. WTien the Sabour Agricultural College was in 
high favour, we used to grant scholarships to students for studying at 
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that rolle^re, but it was loft to the Ifon’ble the Minister in charfre of 
Agriculture for Bihar and Orissa to find out tl)at the education given 
at that college was absolutely worthless; that college has been 
abolished. Now we are trying to send out students to Caw'nj>ore, and 
I suppose it will not be long, before another Hon’ble the Minister of the 
United Provinces finds that the results of the Cawnpore Agricultural 
College are also useless. The fact is, that the training that our studiuits 
receive in these agricult urr.l colleges does not stand them in g(K>d 
stead for the development of agriculture in this province. Therefon\ 
it seems to me absolutely unnecessar}’ to provide scdiolarships f(n- 
students at these agricultural colleges. My other argument is ati 
that there are many such (‘olleges in IVna, Nag])ur and t)ther places, 
w'here agricultural students go from Bengal for study, on tlndr ow'ii 
^^jgitiative and at their own expense. When apjiiointments are made, 
thes(‘'^candidates mav lx* (‘asih avadabh*. It m not as if no students 
went out from Bengal to stud\ in tho.se (‘olh'ges at their own (‘\pense 
Then, wdiy should Government pay these scholarsliijis*’^ We, also 
know^ that an Agricultural College is shortly g<ung to be opened at 
Dticca, So I do md think there is any necessity for Government 
granting these scholarships now. I tluTefore move that the demand 
be refused. 

The Hoh’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: This item jirovidtvs for tlie training of four stinhuils in 
the Agri(‘ultural Collegi* at liUcknow. In tin* ahsene(‘ of an AL’’iieiil. 
tural College in this province, Government have, in the past, been in the 
habit of sendifiL^ stif)endaries to Sabour and such of tin* stipendaries as 
passed through the course have found employment in the Subordinate 
Agricultural Service. We have now received notice of tin* early closing 
of Sabour, and it has become nix’essar^^ to make oIIkt arrangements 
for the training of our students. Accordingly we decided to send 
them to Cawuipore where we were irifonned that four jdaces couhl he 
reserved for students from Bengal. In the last few days, however, we 
have been infornu'd that onlv two stinhuits can he admitpM] This is 
a serious matter and draws attention to the necessity for proceeding 
wdth the Agrieultural Institute at Daeea. It is our only source for 
reeruit;ment for the Subordinate Agricultural Service, and the progress 
of that department will he seriously hampered if we are iiiiahle to obtain 
the number of recruits we require. In the circuTTistanc(‘s I am willing 
to agree To the reduction of the demand from Rs 1,320 to Rs. WO and 
I tnist the Couneil will vote this small sum to enable us to train two 
young men in agriculture for recruitment to the Subordinate Agricub 
tural Service. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; In view of the fact that the 
demand has been reduced by half, and that the Dacca AK^^^^uItural 
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(Jollepe is being pushed through, I beg leave to withdraw my motion for 
reduction. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion automatically fell through, as the demand 
referred to in it was not made by the Hon’ble the Minister: — 

“ That the demand for Rs. 1,400 under head ‘ 34.— Agriculture- 
Scheme 7 ’ be refused.” 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: I teg leave to 
withdraw tlie motion standing in my name which runs as follows:— 

” That the d(miand of Rs. 5,070 under head ‘ 34.— Agriculture— 
Schenu* 8 ’ be refus(‘d.” 

I only want to know' whether the demand in Scheme 8 for the ^ 
establishment of tw’o Deputy Directors of Agriculture w'ill njft br 
reduced, since the Tlon’ble the Minister has decidwl not to ap])oint a 
Fifth Deputy Director of Agriculture at present. I think the establish- 
ment should b(‘ r('duced at least by hall. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; May I also suggesi to the 
lTon’bl(‘ the Minister that since the y)ro]>osal for the ap|K>intment of a 
Fifth De])uty Director of Agriculture has l>een abandoned, the cost ot 
establishment should also te reduced. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: As T have |)o.stponod the demand for a Fifth Deputy 
Dire('tor of Agric'ulture, the whole of the demand shown under item 8 
providiMl for the establishment of two Deputy Directors wull not U' 
necessaiT. The provision for a Fourth De])uty Director was voted by 
the f-ouncil in the budget estimates for the current year. I ho]H‘ that 
he will 1 k^ aj>iK>inted shortly and it is essential that he should hav(' 
sufficient office establi.shment. 1 am willing, therefore, to re<liice tlie 
demand under this item from Rs. 5,070 to the round figure of Rs. 2,500, 
it tieing understood that the staff and the rates (>f pay noted in the 
jirinted list of the demand will not te exceeded. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Although the Council sanctioiKul 
the ]x>st of the Fourth Deputy Director s(mie time ago, it a]>|>ears from 
the statement of the Roirble the Minister that the question of the 
appointment of the Deputy Director may come up before the Retrench- 
ment Committee. We, of this section of the House, think that the 
necessity for the ]>ost of Deputy Director is not at all urgent. Though 
the jKist was sanctioned a year ago, the post has not vet teen filled up, 
and the department has been going on merrily. So, I think, the 
taken up by the Retrenchment Committee. I hope, therefore, that the 
deiiartment can go on for three months more when the matter will be 
Hon’ble the Mini.ster will te pleased to withdraw the demand for the 
whole establishment under the two T)fpnty Directors, 
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RaI Dfi HARIDHAM DUTT BAhidurs I just understcHHl that tlio 
Hon’ble the Minister hud altogether withdrawn his proposal for the 
Fifth Deputy Director. If that he so, I have no loii^^ei any justiti('a- 
tion for moving the amendment which stands in my name; but 1 have 
not been able to follow whether that has ])een dom*. If tlie i)roposal 
has not been withdrawn altogether, I move that the demand for Rs. 1,400 
be refused. 

* 

Th0 DEPUTY-PRESIDENT! You are under a mi.sap[>r(*h(Mision. 
That motion has already been withdrawn. We are now discussing the 
motion that the demand of Rs. 5,070 under Scluune 8 1 h' refused. 

Rai Dti HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Although this demaiid is for 
a modest sum of Rs. 5,070, it involves an annual recurring ex|x‘ndilure 
*Tlt«about Rs. 10,000. It is a necessary ap|K*nage t(v the s('h(‘me winch 
has iH)^ been dropfX‘d for liie time being. Still I do not think that this 
rouiK'il should j)rovid(‘ for these itcuns. It is ])ro]>osed to provide, f(U* 
each newly-created l)(*putv Director, a staff consisting of one lu’ad 
clerk, one accountant, oiu^ routine clerk and one duftrv and so on. Rut 
what will lie th(‘ duty of these officers, 1 myself cannot understand 
It has been said that these Deputy Direidors will have no work except 
to supenu'se the woik of others. If that be their duty, tluui they can 
have only a routine cbuk and a jHMUi. We should not, therefore, pro- 
vide on such a lavish scab* for Ilnur establishmiuit. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I wash to offer my congratulations 
to the TTon’ble the Minister on his d(‘cision to wuthdraw the dfunand for 
the ap])ointnient of the f ifth Deputv Dinudor (“ Dear. h(‘ar ' ) I Ins 
is as it should l>e. I take it that the llon’bb* the Minister has Inund 
that there is a strong feeling in this Council against all ik’w appoint- 
ments and particularlv about this ap]M>intmenf in the Agricultural 
Department. It would have Ihmui something like the fifth wheid of a 
carriage, as one of my friends has remarked. So, I take it that in 
view of that fact, the Ifon’ble the Minist(‘r has i<*duce(l tlie (huimnd 
under Scheme 8 from Rs. 5,070 to Rs. 2,500 and 1 think that that, 
is the demand which is now Ix'fore the ('ouncil. In other words, thi' 
demand is for the establishnumt of tin* hourth D(‘|)uty Director, whose 
post was voted by thi.s Council some time ago That vote having Ixuui 
passed, it necessarily follows that the establishment would also be 
provided. In that view of the matter, 1 wish to withdraw mv objection 
to this demand. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: In view of what has fallen froiri the 
Hon^de the Minister, I do not think 1 would be justified in pressing the 
amendment further. If I have understood aright, the establishment 
will not come into existence till the appointment of the lourth Deputy 
Director is actually made. I believe he simply wuints to have the grant 
sanctioned. Therefore, far as I have understood the Tfon’ble tjie 

SO A 
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Minister, the position is that until the appointment of the Fourth 
Deputy Director is filled up, the establishment will not at all come into 
existence. 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Yes; that is the position. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: If that be so, 1 beg to withdraw the 

, r 

motJon. 

The motion wa.s then, by leave of the (Vmncil, withdrawn. 

The following motion was, by leave of the (Council, withdrawn: — 

Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: “ That the demand 
for Rs. 5,(170 under head ‘ 34.— Agriculture— Scheme 8,’ be reduced by 
Rs. 3,00(1.” 

As (he flon’ble (he Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaiidhuri, Khan 
Bahadur, agreed to reduce the giant under this head to Rs. 2,500, the 
following motion fell through:— 

BabU KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand for 
Rs. 5,070 under head ‘ 3t.--Agiiculture— Sidieme 8,' be reducml by 
half.” 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: " That (he demand for Rs. 5,070 
under head ‘ 34.— Agriculture— Scheme 8.' lie reduced by Rs. 2,032.” 

The following motion was, by leave of (he ('ounril, withdrawn: — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: “That the demand fm 
Rs. 5,070 under head ‘ 34.— Agriculture— Scheme 8,’ be reduced by 
Rs. 1,032.” 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Does (he Hon’ble (he Minister 
intend to appoint the Fourth Dejnity Director Wore the leixirt of the 
Retrenchment Committee is out? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Yes. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Thpii we must oppose the 
demand. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to:— 

“ That the deman'd for Rs. 5,070 under head ‘ 34.— Agrieultuie— 
Scheme 8/ he reduced to Rs. 2,500.” 

Mauivi A. K. FAIL-ULHAQ:! move that the demand for Rs. 2,5T8 
under head ” 84.— Agiicultuiv— Scheme 9,” l>e refused.” 

My first objection is on the ground that it is a new appointment, 
and secondly, the duties of these officers will be to carry on investiga- 
tion into the possibilities of improving the date-sugar industry of 
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Bengal. My own impression is ihat so iar as these jtossiliilities are 
c’on('eine<l, tlie\ are so jiatent that no investigation will t)e necessary, 
ami there will he so much money wasted. t»n tliis ground, tlierefore.' 
I beg to opjvise this demand. 1 know that this pay, altliongh .small,’ 
will be a permanent recurring charge on the re\eiines of the province. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of ACRICUL* 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. A. L. Swan); The ap|.ointment is 
ouly for six months. * 

Mauivi A, K, FAZL-UL HAQ;That i.s inm, Imt it will lu* 
atecl. We find tliat an estiinatt^ of ex|H‘n(lituif^ is alsti ^nstMi. Hut 
there is nothing? to show that althoup-h it is now for six months, it will 
not he eontiiuiod. If it had been only for six months, I would not have 
^^ressed the amendimuit. For the juv.sent, ho\\f‘ver, without any infor- 
matioii as to the [>eriod for which the olfictu’ is j^foin^^ to he aiipointed, 

I think I ou^?ht to jiress the amendment for the refusal of tlie ^^runt. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Without takin^^ uuich 
time of the ( ouncil, 1 would sim|>l\ supjioit MauKi Faz-ul llaij’s 
amendment. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I oi the last week, 

1 have been suiprised beyond measure at lieariiij>‘ ^^uithumm heie say 
that we do not reiiuire any improviunent in a^nu-ulture. 1 sa> that it 
lakes my bnmtli away (A voice: “Not entirely”) and 1 wish that 
nobody here will repeat that statfunent. 1 Ihnii to-(la\ that tlnue is no 
necessity foi an officer to look into the (|ue^tion for tlu' imjuovf'nKUit of 
dat(‘-su<^Mr. That is, indeiMl, a gieat surjirise to me Are tlu‘sf‘ ^o.nth*. 
men aware that date-su^mr was at a linn* om* of the ^ninitest assets of 
Ifen^miy Are these ^'(‘iithuneii also aware that datt‘-su»^Mi ma\ vet 
re^^ain for us one of the ^nvatest sources of the wealth of Hiui^ml 'Fhivsi^ 
objections are a^'*ainst th(‘ best inleiests of m\ country and I therefore 
ju’olest ai^minst them. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I think the (’ouncil must be awaie of the ini}K)rtance 
of the date-sii^mr industr\ in Jessoi'e. Important in\(‘st i>.rations inU) 
this industry were commenced by Mr. Annett, the A;.rnculluial Cliiunist, 
in 1915, but before he could brin^^ them to a conclusion he was trans- 
ferred from this proMiice, and sinci* tln*n th(‘ mattei has been in abey- 
ance. Meanwhile the Indian Su^^mr (’ommitte(‘ haM* considered the 
matter. They are hojiefiil that the dat4‘-su^^^ar industry (an b(‘ im- 
proved and established on a prosperous Imsis. Hut as a piidiminary 
measure they recommend that Mr. Annett’s iiujuiries should be taken 
up apfain and ])rosecuted to a conclusion. For this purpose, a s[K‘cial 
officer for six months is reijuired. In view' of th(‘ im[U)rtant results that 
are expected, the exjienditure is triflinji^, and 1 trust the (’ouncil will 
reject this motion. 
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Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I wish to say a few words in reply* 
The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You are not entitled to a reply. 


Mauivi As Ki FAZL-UL HAQ: Very well; I wish to offer a personal 
explanation. I do not mind what the Hon’hle the Minister has said, 
but the Rai Bahadur insinuates that those who object to this grant are 
not aware of the importance of the date-sugar industry in Bengal. I 
may, however, 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Order! order! You are making a 
8i)eech. 

The motion was tlien put and lost. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I move that the demap^ 

for Rs 27,180 under head “ 34.— Agriculture— Scheme 11 ” be feduced 
to the extent of the provision for 5 additional insj)ector8 and for 19 out 
of 30 additional auditors and for 24 of their i)eons. 

] find that the pro{K)sal is to appoint 30 additional auditors, 5 addi- 
tional insiM*clors and 33 jvons, of which the cost of 60 auditors will be 
re(!OUiX‘d from tiie audit fees to be realized from the co-o|Huative socie- 
ties. 1 object to the addition of this 30 additional aiiditois and h addi- 
tional iris|H‘ctors. 1 cannot understand wliat is the necessity of aj)iH)int- 
ing these additional auditors and why all the jiay for the auditors 
should not be realiz(‘d from the co-ojx'iatlive sivcieties. 1 thereforij 
object to the additional auditors, insj)ectors and jieoiis. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ mov(‘d that the demand for 
Rs. 27,180 under head “ 34.— Agricult ur(‘ — Scheme 11 ” be reduced by 
Rs. 5,280. 

He exjdained in Bengali the reasons for his proi>(>sal. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 move that the demand 
for Rs. 27,180 under head “ 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 11,” be reduced 
by Rs. 3,150, being the pay of 5 additional insi)ectors of the Co-opera- 
tive Department. 

A motion similar to the one which stands in my name has been moved 
by Babu Kishori Mohan (Imudhuri. From the latest rejx)rt on the 
work of the co-operative societies in Bengal, we find that till the last 
year there were only 40 auditors. Of course, there is a remark in the 
report to this effect that ” with 40 auditors for over 6,000 societies, 
the proixirtion is obviously inadequate.” Let us accept that statement; 
still we cannot understand why 60 auditors will not be quite sufficient 
for the piirix)se and why 9 more auditors will be required — that is my 
first point. The next |>oint is this: (Tovernment, in asking for the 
api>ointing of 9 additional auditors, are going against an established 
principle. So far as we know, the principle that has been accepted till 
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now in regard to the apimintineut of auditors is that the cost should he 
recoiuped from the money realised from the co-oiierative societies. The 
strength of the staff was entirely dei>endent on the amount realised from 
the co-oi)erative societies. That is the principle which has guided us 
till now. Does the Government mean to depart from this jninciple by 
appointing 9 more auditors •' That is the second ([uestion. From the 
details of the cost as given in the lJudget under discussion, we find that 
(iovernment propises to apjKjint 69 auditors in all and in the “ Hemarks ” 
column' the Government says that the cost of GO auditors will he recouiied 
from the audit fees to he reali.sed from the co-oiierative societies under 
the Act. It is evident, therefore, that the pay of the 9 additional audi- 
tors will he paid from the provincial revenues and not from the fees to 
. be realised from the co-operative societies. And hence I object to this 
of the demand. 

Rm HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 move that the demand 
for Rs. ‘27,1<S() under head “ .‘G.— .\griculture-S( heme 11,” he reduced 
by Rs, 3,150, being the pay of 5 additional insjK'ctors of the ('o-ois-ru- 
tive Dei)artment. 

Nowhere in the latest re]><)ri on the working of e(M>]K'rative soi'itdies 
is it mentioned that the pre,sent miiiiUT of insjKM'tois is iiiadei[uate. 
It in only stated that the nunilK*r of auditors \s (}ui(<‘ inadeiiuate ; hut 
it is not conijilained tliat tlie stafl of ins|M‘(‘lors is iiisuflicii’iit. On the 
other hand, one reason for iiicreasiiif,^ the iiuiuIhu’ of auditors, us ^riven 
by (rovernment, is that tlie ins|H‘ctors liave ^o)t to ilo c^utaiii auditin^^ 
duties. It is just to relieve them (vf tho.se duties that the number of 
auditors is ^mIu^ to be increased. If that be the ca.sir and if the 
insf^ectors after the appointment of additional auditors will be ndieved 
of the audit work they have now to })eriorm, then we can do with- 
out appointing these b additional in.sjH*ctors just now. At least we 
should wait and see, if after the appointment of additional auditors, 
mere ins]>ection work will re(|uire more men or not. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acce|>tance of 
the House. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: 1 mo\e that the demand for 
Rs. 27,180 under head “ 04. — A^^nculture— Scheme II,'’ be reduced by 
Rh. 100. 

May I draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister to the last 
sentence of his remarks which runs as follows: — “ The c(jst of 00 audi- 
tors wdll be recoui)ed from the audit fees realized irom the (lo-ojx^rative 
Societies under the Act.” Evidently, the ilon’ble the Minister has in 
view the Retrenchment Committee and in view of that he has proposed 
a temix>rary establishment. That seems to Im* a rea.sonable way of look- 
in^f at things. Are we going to pay this amount. for all time to come, 
or is it to be regarded as an advance at the present moment and in course 
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of time this amount will be realized from the co-operative societies? 

I shall he greatly obliged if the Hon’ hie the Minister will kindly explain 
the situation. ^ 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8A1YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The auditors will not cost the (jovernment anything 
heyond their pay tor 18 months and as long as they continue their work, 
their ])ay will he realized from the co-operative societies. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAM DUTTA: 1 move that the demand for 
Its. 27,180 under head “ 34.— Agriculture— Scheme 11 ’’ be reduced by 
Ks. f)(). 

Tlie amount of reduction that I pro}>ose to make will convince the 
House that I have no objection to the apiKiintment of new auditors and 
ins{H‘ct()rs that has been proj>osed; but 1 have serious objection to thg^, 
anomalous j)osition that wull 1 k^ created by the j)rojK)sed revision of the 
])av of auditors. From a reference to the note submitted with the 
proposal for this grant, we find that the auditors, who are inferior in 
service to the ins)M‘ctors, have been given the scale of Ks. 75 to Ks. 150, 
whereas iiis|)(U’tors, who are suiM'rior in ser\ice to them, are to get 
Ks. 105 only. The natural con.se(|uencc uill h(‘ that after some years 
of service an auditor will get more ])ay than his superior officer, viz., 
the ins|H‘ct(>r, 1 do not understand how this anomalous jiosition could 
lie created by tli(‘ llon’ble the Minister, li it has been done by him, 

1 must say that it is against the assurance that he ^ave to the ins})ec- 
tors that he would see that their pay was increased veiw soon. This 
assurance has been given several times by the Hon'lde the Minister to 
these ins]K‘ctors. If lu‘ has gone behind tiial assurance, then 1 must 
say that it is dejdoralde. But, if it is the Finance Department that has 
forced his hands, then I must say that this Inttuderence of the Financje 
Department with a Transferred Dejwrtment is most deidorahle.' Only 
at the last July session, we found that there was no objection on the 
j)art of the iMiiance lX*partmeiit to a certain revision of \m of the 
Deputy Superintendfuit of Police, who had Ikuui given an increase in 
l!)l}) and were again given a second increase in 11)22. There was no 
objection to that. But, here, to-day, we find that in spite of re^ieated 
assurances to grant an increase to these Insjx‘ctors, the Finance Def)art- 
inent presumat)l\ sU)j)s this increa.se on the ground that this matter 
might be looked into by the Ketrenchment (Committee. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Stephenson told us at the July session that unle.ss we granted the 
demand, the matter could not go to the Ketrenchment Committee. But, 
here, we see that (juite the opixrslte argument is used. I do not know 
who is resjxmsihle for creating this anomalous jH>sitioii and I hope that 
the Hon’ble the Minister will kindly explain the situation. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: There are several 
motions for reduction of the grant under Scheme 11; but no materials 
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have been supplied on what eab’ulations these reductions have been 
arrived at. Of course, Balm Kishori Moluu» Chaudliuri has said that 
there should be some reduction in the nuinlnT of auditors who are 
to be api)ointed, but he has not suj>plied us with any data and he has 
not shown by facts and fifi:ures how these 11 ainlitors will he able to 
eoj)^ with the auditin^^ work of tln‘ societies instead of 30 as projHistMl 
by the Be^ristrar. On the (‘ontrary, from the annual re|)ort, we find 
that there has been a considerable increase in the number of societies 
and the proimsal jnit forwaid by the Ifoirble the Minister is (piite 
reasonable. We have also to remember that (rovernment will not ulti- 
mately pay the amount that is to be paid to the auditors, as this amount 
will lie recoujied from tlie soiieties that are to 1 h‘ audited. It is a 
patent fact that as the societies are ^ettin^»’ (dd, some abiis(‘s are creej)- 
^in^ into them; and in order to ^niard a^miiist these abuses, it is neces- 
sary 4hat (joveriiment should ha\e their accounts (lul\ aiidittsl h\ these 
auditors. So, the demand herein juit forward is (piite justilialde and 
there is no ^^round whatsot'ver for its reduction. 

1 fully endorse the remarks made by Balm Indu Bliushaii Dutta that 
in the case of insiH'ctors jusina* has reall\ been dennsl to them. Tln^se 
jieople who have been seivm^^ in the depaitmeiit are iMlucationally lit 
to become Sul)-l)eput\ (ollectors and are re(*ruil(‘d from tln^ same 
classes. Tliere is al)S(dut(d\ no nsison wh\ tln‘S(* insjHM tois sliould be 
given a lower pay. The tiunjKirary remed\ sought iii Ilnur lavour is 
highly justifiable. I should ask the (\mncil to icjim I all thesi' motions 
for reduction. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Having had the 

o[)]K)rtunity of woiking with the co-ojK‘rati\e socu'lies ioi some time, 
1 think it ni} duty to supinirt the grant which has iMnui askiul for, and 
I submit to the Council that it is highly mnessary that thi'.se iiis|H‘ctors, 
additional insjHM'tors, auditors and ad<litional amlitors should be apiioint- 
ed as suggested by the Jlon’ble the Minister. Om‘ who takes the 
trouble of going through the accounts cd' the rural s()cn‘tn*s will find 
that it is highly necessary that then* should be a man at tin* head to 
check these accounts. With the expansion of rural societies and the 
expansion of district co-o|K‘rative banks, auditois havi* beconn^ a n(*ces- 
sity. Balm Tndu Bhushan Dutta has said that tht* Hoirble the Minister 
will kindlv consider whether it is not nocessar\ to irn reuse the pay of Hie 
insj)ectors. I agree and as a member of the Council recommend to the 
Hon’ble the Minister to consider tin* suggestion favourably. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I opjKise all the 
motions here put down. Kverybody who is acijuainted with the work 
of the co-operative credit societies knows lull\ \Nell that insjM'ctors and 
auditors are essentially necessary. 

To take the first motion, I find that though the department says that 
the cost of 60 auditors will be recoujied from the audit fees realised from 
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the societies, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri will have the number 
reduced to 50. I do not think that this is rea.sonable. When the cost 
is to l>e met by the societies themselves I think that it is ridiculous to 
reduc-e the number of auditors. The other sj)eakers have given no 
reasons whatsoever for their motions. 1 think that all these motions 
should be rejected. 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: I find that 
objection has been taken to the api)ointment of 5 additional inspectors 
and 9 auditois and to the inconsistency in the fixing up of the salaries 
of the inspectors and auditors. As regards the first item, I have every 
sympathy with my friend, Babu Indu Bliushan Dutta. I do not quite 
understand why there sliould be any inconsistency like this. If this 
means an undesirable interference on the jKirt of the Finance Depart- 
ment, the so(uier it is stop|)ed the better for the country. ^ 

Well, as regards the 5 additional inspectors, let me assure the hon’ble 
members of the House that there is a very gi^at need for it. In 
fact, if 1 may be ixurnitted to s|H‘ak of my own district, Birbhum, we 
have got 84 different s(*hemes ready and 84 societies for irrigation and 
simihir ]>ur|M)ses wailing to be regi'^lenMl. We (‘annot do it for want 
of technical knowledge on the part of the District Board staff. 1 have 
ap])lied to the department for sending at least two insjK'ctors to Birbhum 
at once. Similarly, 1 know Bankura wants help, and iJmost immediate 
hel|). There nia\ b(‘ other districts uliich jK‘rha]>s require the services 
of these insinn'tors at omr. Fonse(|uently 1 think that the House will 
not hesitate to accej)! this j)roi)osal for the appointment of 5 additional 
inspectors. 

As regards the 9 auditors as far as 1 know (^er and almve the 
GO auditois whose salaries will be lealised from tlie different societies, 
there must 1 h^ some amlitors to do the departmental work. They are 
therefore necessary. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: As an attack has been made on the 
Finance Department, 1 may iRU’liups be allowed to say a few words in 
reply. 1 have no ])t‘rsonal feeling in the matter at all, because I am 
accustomed to bear such accusations all day long. But the procedure 
which is laid down in the devolution rules does not seem to be under- 
stood l)y members of this Hou.se and unless they understand it, they 
will not be able to deal with financial (piestions pro[)erly. Under the 
devolution rules, the Finance Dejmrtmeiit has no jxiwer to block the 
projKisal of any dejiartment, as has been alleged. All that the Finance 
Deimrtment can do is to insist that its financial ohjeidions to any 
scheme of a department shall be laid before Government as a whole. 
That function the Finance Departmient exercises impartially whether it 
applies to a Member or whether it applies to a Minister. Once the 
departmental objections have lieeu considered by Government as a 
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whole, the Finance Department of course acc<*pts the decision of Govern- 
ment and carries it out so far as finance is concerned. That is, 1 think, 
what happened in this particular case. I do not wish to go into the 
merits of this case because the Hon’ hie the Minis Wr will do that, but 
I do hoiie that the Council now understands what the functions of the 
Finance Department are and understands that it is no goml criticising 
schemes in this Council on the ground that they have been blocked by the 
Finance Department. 

Rni JOG EN DR A CH UNDER CHOSE Bahadurs It is very disagrc*e- 
able to say anything against tlie co-o|)tMative credit societies. 1 know 
of what great benefit they have proved in other countries, but 1 must 
say in Bengal— 1 know soiiietliing of three districts— they have not 
proved of much benefit l)e(‘ause of the ignorance of the cultuators. The 
Maliajan flourishes (juite as lustily as before and niori^ vigorously d(H‘s 
he now, as a member of the co-oiHuative society, enforce his l(>an by all 
the rigours of the law. Therefore, the cultivator is in a w(^rse condi- 
tion than he was before. 1 shall bring the wliole mat ter ludore this 
(buncil at the next session and 1 do hojX' that the Council and the 
(Tovernnumt will then 1 k^ in a jHisition to consider whidher (lu* co-opera- 
tive societies have done good to the cultivators of this country. Having 
regard to that fact, I will not say anything more on this oiiuision. 
All that 1 can say is this that 5 additional insjMH tors and 09 auditors is 
a demand too much. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB All CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: In moving for this grant, J have referred to the extra- 
ordinary rapidity with which the co-oj)erative movement is spreading. 
In the two years ending on the dOth June, 1921, the last year for 
which figures are available, the number of societies increased from 
4,256 to 0,306, an increase of 5(1 per cent. On the same date, the total 
working capital of the societies amounted t(v 3 crorcs 33 lakhs of rupt‘es. 
Government have assumed certain resjxmsibilities for the guidance and 
control of the movement, and that control cannot be relaxed. About 40 
per (‘(*nt. of the actual capital of the societies cxinsists of cajiital invested 
by the societies and their nnunbers; in other words, it is largely the 
savings of the cultivating classes. As Lord Uonaldshav ]>oiii(ed out in 
Lebniary, 1921, a financial crisis would 1 m^ a disaster, and a relaxation 
of Government control, would, in my opinion, lead im'Mtahly to such a 
crisis. If, however, the control is to be effective, the ex’imnsion of the 
movement must be met by an expansion of the staff. The increase of 
inspectors and auditors is the smallest with which the resjjonsibility of 
Government can be properly discharged. We (*xact from these officers 
the full amount of work which the Committee on (V>-oj>cration thought 
they could perform. 1 may jK>int out that the addtional auditors will be 
paid for by the societies. Only 9 auditors will lie ixiid by Government in 
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consideration of the fa(;t that Ooveriiinent exempts swieties from audit 
fees until they have been in existence for 18 months. As Government 
have j^ranted this concession, it is right that Government should bear the 
cost of it. Apart from this the whole cost of audit will l)e borne by the 
societies, fiom whom the full fees are realised and credited as receipts 
to Government. I assure the Council, that these juojiosals have been 
strictly scrutinised by both tlie past and j>resent Registrar and by 
(iov(‘rnment and that no reduction in the number of officers is jKwsible. 

Ah regards the increase of the auditors’ pay, this is a measure which 
has been ])iessed on me fre{|uently both by the department and by the 
jiuldic. Even in this Council, (|uestionM have been asked about the delay 
in sanctioning this increase. A fixed pay of Rs. 75 on which some of 
these men have served for years is (piite inade(]uate for men of the 
(jualificalions reipiired and for the arduous nature of their work which ^ 
inv(dves continuous touring throughout the yeai. * 

The ))ay of the Inspectors has receiv(‘d my attention, but it has l)een 
decided to defer orders until the rejmrl of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee has been received. I hope that 1 shall be able to remove the 
anomally jiointed out bv liabu Indu lihushan Dutta as soon as their 
n^port lias Ix'en received. 

I am sure that this (MUincil will not take a course of action which 
must seriously hamper the develo|)ment (d’ the co-operative movement 
and 1 ask them to reject tliese moti(ms. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May 1 ask the IRuCble the 
Minister wliether an\ scheme for the increase of pay of the inspectors has 
been jirepared by the department ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Yes. 

The motion of liabu Rishori Mohan Chaudhuri was then put and lost. 

The motion of Shah S\ed Kmdadul llatj was then put and lost. 

The next two motions of Kai llarendranath Chaudhuri were then put 
and lost. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI; I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion of Rabu Indu Rhushan Dutta was then put and lost. 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: The (piestion before the House is that 
the sum, as settled in Council, be granted for expenditure under head 
“ Agriculture.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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35.~<lndu8trias. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: 1 move that a sum of R.S. ;i0,0()0 he ^Mauted for exjHMidi- 
ture under the head “ — Industries.” 

^The amount eonsi'^is of two items. Fiistly, there is one of Rs. 2(1. (MMI 
for the estahli'^hment of a junior techni(‘al school at Hatanijuir. 1 need 
not dwell on the jrreat demand for education of the type which this 
school impart. It will he seen that Itaja Satya Niranjan (’hakrahartti 
of Hetampur is making' a most ^^enerous (‘ontrihution in the shape of 
land, ma('hinery and money to the cost of the school, and 1 am s\ire the 
Council will apree >vith me that Government must not loose the oppor- 
tunity afforded hy his ^^Mierosity. 

The other item is a recurring ^n'ant of Rs. 10,0(10 to the Techno- 
h^f^ical Institute which Messrs. Tata Sons hav(‘ o)K'm‘d at .lamsln‘djun 
In return for the ^n'aiit, five students from this provima' will annually 
be admitted to the Institute for trainin/^^ l)urin|.f their trainin^^ Messrs. 
Tata & Sons will jiay thiun a monthly allowance of Rs. GO. If, on the 
completion of tluMi t^ainin^^ the} an‘ reijuired by Messrs. Tata iV Sons 
to enter into a five-years' contract they wdll rec'eive an initial salary 
which has now lieeii lai.sed to Rs. 200 a month, with increiiKMits aci'ord- 
in^? to ability shown. These, I think, it w'ill be reco^Miised, are very 
liberal terms. 

The two items aie sound a?id practical measunvs wliiili will lielp 
towards solving' the problem of unemployment amonjr the middle classes 
and I am sure they w ill commend themselves to the ('ouncil. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; 1 mov(‘ that the demand for 
Rs. 20,000 under head ” 05. — lndu>tries — Scheme 1 ” be refu.sed. 

This is a pro|K)sal for the (“'lablislinKOit of a junior technical s(‘hool 
at a place which is scarcely know'ii to more than a few, namely, Ilfdarn- 
pur. In other words. ] uiidei stand that this is a i»ro|M>sal for provid- 
ing a recuiriii^' ex}H'Mditure for fans and li^»‘hts in the palace of that 
hospitable Raja of Hetaiujmi. In another district, I mean in Mymen- 
sinjrh in Kastein Reni^al, a .•'imilar difficult} arose in connection with 
another Maharaja. He bought an engine with <l}namf> w'ith very much 
more f) 08 sihilities than the luxuries of his [wilace demanded. The result 
was that the Maharaja, who was of a very jwtnotii' nature, unfortunately 
fail to jfct up a si’heme for technical education in Mym(‘nsin^:li, hut 
established a limited liability comjwin} and those who know will 
ajfree with me that there is a ^^reat pros|)(»(’t of that company selling 
electric current to the town of Myrnensini^h. This Raja of 
Hetampur, throu^’h the su^^^^*stion of our Industries Dejnirtment bv 
offerinjr some free land in his town which we know can be hori 
almost for nothing, is about to secure all the recurring ei[ienditure 
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for necessary comforts in the shape of lights and fans in his 
palace and including, I hope, his quest house. We are rx)mmitting 
ourselves to an outlay of Rs. 50,000 for the first year and Rs, 12,412 
annually out of fresh taxation which we have derived from the people 
of Bengal. I reiiuest you to fK*rmit me to draw your attention and the 
attention of tlie members of this (’ouncil to the estimated cost of maivual 
instniction wliich has been sanctioned by this Council under “ 31. — Edu- 
cAtion — S(;heme 7.” There is the Hindu School, the Hare School, the 
Nawab’s Institution at Murshidabad, in no case the estimate has exceeded 
Rs. 5,000. 1 therefore do not understand what kind of industrial edu- 
cation is going to be imparted at Hetampur, an out-of-the-way place, out 
of reach of factori(‘H and centres of industrial activities. There are 
immense i)ossibiIitieH of starting technical institutions at Dacca where, 

I understand, two liig workshojis witli electric arrangements are jit ^ 
present lying idle, and a committee has just been ap|)ointed to see *rhat 
can be done to revive them. Government also has a big scheme for a 
technological institute for ( alcutta. For all these, large sums of money 
will be njquired and 1 do not know how 

The DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: 1 hope you will be brief. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: —this Hetjimpiir scheme has 
become a v(‘ry urgent proposal. Apart from the merits of the demand, 

I am sorry to find that the Raja of Hetampur has succecMled to turn the 
sympathies of our authorities to devise means to sn]>]>ly the cost of run- 
ning electri(' jdants and dynamos for the fans and lights of his ]>jilace, 
while Government is unable to meet its own liabilities without the imposi- 
tion of fresh taxation. So, 1 believe that the Gouncil will be well 
ad visa'd not to go in for a scheme of a doubtful charaider like this. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-ULHAQ:! agree in opfwising this demand and 
my reasons will b«‘ very briefly stated. Let us examine what we have got 
and what we have got to give. In the first ]>laco we are to get a free 
gift of land for starting a junior technical school. This means perhaps 
a few hundred bighas which in that part of the country means practi- 
cally nothing. 

Then, the Raja has agnn'd to make over a |>ower plant to the new 
school: an existing |X)rtable steam boiler, and vertical engine with 
dynamo of approximately 30 kilowatts in use in his palace. A very 
j)ertinent question arises, are all these things in working order' or are 
thev to 1 h' taken in hami and put ready by the exptuiditure of i con- 
siderable amount of public money? We do not know if really they 
can lie taken up, as they are and at oiuv, without any further expendi- 
ture of money. After all this is got, Government will have fo meet 
the cost of building, equipment and furniture. This is the costliest 
part of the scheme which the Government will have to bear and the Rajn 
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will get, in its stead, the free use of the inaohiiierv in order to supply 
his palace with electric lights and fans uj> to a maximum of 10 kilo- 
watts and the jmhlic revenues wdl he denuded to the extent of 
Rs. 50,000 a year. I suhmit that this is a most unjustifiahle exjH'U- 
diture. This kind of projxisal mathe h\ the Raja reminds me of a little 
Htog\ A certain country gentleman had a htindred-ruixv cuirenc\ nolo 
and he was met hy a (‘iti/y^Mi who had ten rujHH's with him. The latter 
said, “ you have got a jnecii of worthless jiaper, gi\e it to me and I will 
give you ten rupees in exchange,” and the exchange w’as made. The 
Government will take only this piece of land and give in its stead nil 
these costly things. On this ground, 1 opjXKSt* this demand for a grant. 

Rii ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadurs 1 find the grounds 
on which Rai Dr. llaridhan Dutt Hahadur and Maulvi A. K. Kazl-ul 
Haq have taken object ion to this demand foi Hs. ‘JO. 000 towards the esta- 
hlishment of a junior technical school at llctampur are not well foiiii(l(‘d. 
I may tell the TTouse the land then* has a value, althougli iinfortunatelv, 
Maulvi Fazl-ul lla(j supposes that in that side of th(‘ country land has 
no valih‘ at all. As far as 1 know, the Raja will givi* anv amount of 
land that w’lll l>e reijuirt^d hy this institute and a higha of land tlu*re 
costs about Rs. dOO. 

As to the ]>ow’er fdaiit, which the Raja is giving to this institute, 
viz., the boiler, the steam (uigine wuth the dynamo, the total valu(‘ of 
them all w'ill not be* less than Hs. Jo, 000. If the (lovernment has 
agreed to spend Rs. JO, 000 towards building and other equipment, the 
Raja has given the scluad things of alomst equal value, viz., Rs. 25,000 
in the shajH* of the boiler, steam engine and the dynamo, lie has also 
agreed to pay all the cost of running the })ow'er plant for the u.se of 
the sch(K)l over and abo\e tb(‘ co*-! of running Ibis jdant for the benefit 
of liis own palaiv. (5)n>se(|uentlv, the sup[K)sition i^f Dr. llaridhan 
Dutt is altogether unfounded. 0\ei and alnive this, he has agnnsl to 
pay Rs. 5,000 towai'ds the maintenance of the schoid. As to the utility 
and usefulness of th(‘ school, hd me tell the House that roundabout 
Hetampur. there are about half a dozen collieries and th'» boys wlio 
pass out of this school wull find reailv employment as mechanics, fore- 
men, fitters and mistries then*. 

Mft 8YED NA8IM ALIS After the sj>oeeh of Rai Abinash ('handra 
Banerjee Bahadur, it is needless to take up the time of this Council in 
opposing these motions for reduction. 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I want to know 
why of all places ITetampur was stdtM-ted. Is it iK^ause Hetampur is 
close to the birthplace of Lord Sinha in the district of Birbhum? Bir- 
bhum was once noted for its silk industry which has died out. If the 
ichool is intended to revive that industry then it is welcome. I have 
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often pointed out that a teohnical fiohool for teaching the technique of 
jute induHtry and for supplementing the Serampore Weaving School 
with a departmeni of this kind was an urgent necessity. If we start a 
jute textile technical school, I nfay assure the raemberg of this House 
that the boys from hhmhalof) classes, as well as the f^f Kiill hands 
pro|K»rly trained there, would 1k‘ able to displace the impended ^en 
from Dundee. 1 do hope tliat the Hon'ble the Nawab Sahib will make 
further irujuiries before taking up this matter of providing Rs. 50,000 
for starting a technical school at Hetampur. 

As regards the suggestion (rf Uai Abinash (thandra Ranerjee 
Rahadur that this technical school will provide instruction for coal 
mining, T may say we !ia\el? or 3 coal mining schools. They are situa- 
ted in the middle of the collieries and the training given there is ver>' 
good, and there is no further need of an additional mining school in^ 
Rirbhum. ^ 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 desire to know 
why 1 am not allowed to speak. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Re ('ausc there is no time. You must 
have been furnished with a cop\ of th(‘ circulai fixing the lime-limit of 
each item. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: 1 know that this ('ouncil appreciates the existence of a 
growing demand for ti'chnical education. It has in fact jiressed on this 
d('j>artm(*nt , liv means of resolutions, the necessity for increasing the 
number of institutions at whicli teidinical training of various kinds can 
be imparted. This scheim* has been drawn u]) by the Industries Depart- 
ment, The scho(d will give an education enabling the pupils on pas- 
sing out either to take up emjdoyment in workshops oi in charge of a 
running ])lant or to join a larg<* workshop as a regular apprentice. The 
scho(d will be situated in an industrial neighbourhood where there are 
already four collieries, Iv rice-mills, two stone-crushing factories and 
other concerns uhich at present im}>ort these mechanics from other pro- 
vinces. As stated in tlie explanatory note, Raja Satya Niranjan Chakra- 
batti of Hetampur has offered us generous assistance towards the 
establishment of the school, and T am sure the Council will not be 
misled by Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Rahadur’s remarks on this point. 
As regards Maulvi Fazl-ul Haifs remarks, I may say that the Director 
of Industries has satisfied himself that the offer is one which should 
be accepted. Roth of these gentlemen have omitted to |)oint out that the 
Raja is also giving an annual contribution of Rs. 5,000 and the cost 
of running Ahe plant. It will undoubtedly l)erome a means of pro- 
viding employment for a large numl>er of middle-class bovs at a very' 
moderate eo^t to Goverument. I ask the Council to reject these motions. 
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The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result 


AYES. 


Miiiitd, MunshI Jafar. 

All, Hunthi Amir. 

Chaudhuri, Babu KIshorl Mohan. 

Outt, Ral Bahadur Or. Harldhan. 
Ghoft, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chudber. 
Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ui. 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 

Makramaii, Munshi. 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. 


Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sara! Chandra. 
Pahiowan, Mauivi Md. Abdui Jubbar. 
Raikat, Mr. Praianna Deb. 

RIshi, Babu Rasik Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoypro»ad Singh, 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Laiit Mohan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Maniioll Singn. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Hatsan. 


Altai, lawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin. 
Ahmed, Mauivi Ataharuddin. 

Ail, Mr. Syed Nasim. 

Arhamuddln, Maulvi Khandakar. 

Aaam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 
Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Banerjee, Ral Bahadur Ablnash Chandra 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bose, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhuri, Baou Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haflzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhuri, Ral Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Dai, Babu Bhlihmadev. 

Das Cupta, Ral Bahadur NIbaran Chandra. 
De, Babu Fanindralal. 

Donald, Mr. 4 . 

Forrester, Mr. 4 . Campbell. 

Frenoh, Mr. F. C. 

Goode, Mr. S. W. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

Hussain, Maulvi Mahammed Madaisur. 


NOES. 

Kerr, the Hon'ble Hr John. 

I Khan, Mauivi Hamid-ud-din. 
i Khan, Mauivi Md. Rahque Uddin. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

I Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
i the Hon'ble the. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

; MItra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
I Mitter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 
j Mukherjer, Babu Nitya Dhon. 

I Mulliok, Babu NIrode Behary. 

' Nakey, MIrza Muhammad All. 

! Pari1»tt, Mr. P. 
i Prentice, Mr. W. 0. R. 

! Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur. 

' Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath, 
i Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlih 
Chandra. 

, Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Saiam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdus. 
Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. *. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


Tli(» Ayes being 17 and the Noes 54, the motion was lost. 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; As the time is up, I eannol ask 
Raja M'liiiloll Singh Roy or Knmar Shih Stiekhareswar Ray or Maulvi 
A. K Fazl-ul ]Ia(| to nmve th(‘ motion standing conjoiiitly in their 
naine*^. 1 shall sim])ly ]nit the motion to vote. 

Ttie following motion w’as then put and lost: — 

“ That the demand for IN. ItljKK) under head * '15. — Industries — 
Scheme 2 ’ be refused.” 

The original demand that a sum of Rs. 30,0(M) be granted for expen- 
diture under bead “ 35. — IndustrieA ” wag then put and agreed to. 
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40.— Exchange on Transactions with London. 

The Hon’Ue Sir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of Rs. 2,875 bo 
granted tor exi)euditure under head “ 40. — Exchange on Transactions 
with London.” 

This is a formal matter relating to the cost of remiUing to lior^lon 
the sum (ine on acicount of four scholarships payable in England. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


41.--Clvil Works. 

MINISTER In charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon'ble tho Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur)-^ 

1 move that a sum of Its. 2, ‘10,7:14 be granted for expenditure under 
head “ 41.— Civil Works.” 

Of course there are some motions against this and the different 
departments will exjdain the different details. 

Ral HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that the demand 
for Rs. 4LGG0 under head “41.~-(’ivil Works- Scheme :i ” be refused. 

It was originally announced that the Kanchrajiara Jiiil was going 
to be a temixirar} sctuune. Now we see that it is going to be a per- 
manent establishment, and a (mostly one too It was said by the 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim on the 2nd March that the original cost 
was estimated to be Rs. G7,0{)(t for building IIicn iem]K)rar\ camp jail, 
he also intimated at the time that the total cost may go up to Rs. 
1, 99, ()()(). Now it appears, from tlu^ footnote a])])ended to the demand 
that the total cost will be about Rs. 2,20,h00; wv see that the estimate 
of cost is going u]) by leaps and bounds without any sufficient reason. 
So I have thought it ])roper to refuse this demand. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; I beg to support the amendment 
moved by my friend, Rai Ilarendranath Chaudhuri. My ixisition is very 
clear, and it is this. This (\Hincil ]>assed a resolution that all non-co- 
oiXTation prisoners should be set at liberty, and as long as they are not 
set at liberty, we cannot supi)ort any grants for these jails. 

The member being absent, the following motion, standing in the 
name of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq, w’as deemed to be withdrawn:— 

“ That the demand for Rs. 49,GG0 under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — 
Scheme 8 ’ be leduced by Rs, 9,6G0.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The amount asked for now 
is to ]>ay the bills outstanding on the KanchraiKira Jail. We have no 
intention of turning the Kanchrapara Jail into a permanency or 
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entertaining an ex})ensive establishment. As a matter of faet, there is no 
establishment for the Kanehrapara Jail. This money is required for the 
Public Works charges for building the jail. On this \mi\i, 1 may say 
that the Kancdirapara Jail was not intended s|>eeially to house non-co- 
operation prisoners but was built owing to the strain upon our jail 
accommodation, due to th(‘ ofvrations of the non-eo-ojieration jw'ty, 
and it was built as an extension of our jail aeeommodation. As Kai 
Harendranath (Jiaudhuri tolfi us. the original estimate was Hs. (57, (KH); 
this was purely for a juison eaniji of the very louglu'st description — 
merely sometliing in wliicli we could keep the prisomus with a guard 
over them. Put the Jail Department considered that this N\as insufli- 
cient and could not be continued for more than a few da\s at a time. 
In deference, more or less to opinions expressed in this ('ouncil, addi- 
ctions were made to the jail for the comiort and other ameniti(‘s of the 
prisoners confined thei(‘. This put up the cost of tlie jail very consider- 
ably. Sir Abd-ur-llahim told the ('ouncil in March last that tlie cost 
then estimated ^^oul(l la* Its, 1 J)P,0(H) and it was {‘Xja'cted tliat the jail 
would be finished within that month. This exjH'ctation was not kil- 
filled. Out of the Its 1,99,(H)(), Its l.hO.OOO oid> was siviit last year. 
Before the jail was conijJetc’d, the (‘stimates had ^om* up to Its. 

This was partly due to the rise in the prici* of mat(‘rials, It may be 
wdthin the rcHadlection of the (’ouncil that in March last, additional 
duties were jdaced on giiders, (‘orrugated iron, baibed wire and so foiih, 
and this raised th(‘ cost very consi(h‘rably. In the mi(hlh‘ of April, when 
things )M‘gan to impiove, the Jail Dep.irtment called upm the Bubli(’ 
Works Department to cut down tlie estimate as much as )K),ssii)le by 
cutting down the actual building Tin* estimate was accordingly cut 
down from Bs. LbSS.IIOI) to Bs. ‘J. ‘JO, (100. That money has be(*n sj>ent; 
the jail is now complete for IbOOO prisoneis and it could hohl 1 ,b00 |>nHon- 
ers immediately and 1,500 more with tin* addition of some iurlljer eijuijv 
ment. The (’ouncil will nunember the circumstam'es under which the 
jail was built, and 1 need not go into them furtlu‘r. I think that it is 
the deliberate ojiinion of (iovernment that this jail, although it has n(‘ver 
been occupied, although we have no establishment then*, was a very 
sound insurance at the time. Endeavours w’ere being made to over- 
whelm Government by forcing them to stop taking a< tion against the 
non-c(H)pera^tors, and we had to show them that Government were 
prefxired to carry out the law as long as it remained in forc«*, and for 
that purpose w’e wen* pre[>ared, as Sir Abd-ur-Bahim said in March, not 
only to build one jail, but three jails, if necessary. We built this one 
jail, and I am thankful to say that it has never lieen napiired, but I 
still maintain it is a very sound insurance. I ask the (ouncil to pass 
this amount which is necessary to pay contractors for the work actually 
done. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

51 ; 



472 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[31st Auq. 


The member being absent, the following motion, standing in the 
name of Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq, was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

** That the demand for Rs. 15,000 under head ‘ 41.— Civil Works- 
Scheme 7 ’ be refused.*' 

Babu TANKAMATH CHAUDHURI: I wanted to tell the Btuse 
that this sum was very necessary, but as the motion has not been moved 
by Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Ilaq, 1 do not think any remarks are necessary. 

The member being absent, the following motion, standing in the 
name of Maulvi A. K. Fazlul Ha(i, was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand for Rs. 20,000 under head ‘ 4i.-Civil Works- 
Scheme 8 ' be refused." 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: There does not seem to be any"' 

chance of carrying this amendment, so I bi'g leave to withdraw it. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Coiimil, withdrawn: — 
That the demand for Rs. 0,000 under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works- 
Scheme 9 ' be refused." 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI! 1 move that the demand 
for Rs. 05,000 under head " 41.— ('i\il Woiks-Seheim* 11 ” be refused. 

The footnote has led me to pres.s this motion. It is said in the 
footnote " that land has already betui ae<|\iired hr the project at a 
cost of Rs. 8,44,000 and Rs. (),(>00 has Ihhmi ])rovided this year lor the 
construction of a Imuiidarv wall foi enclosing tlie reijuired land. It is 
pro|>osed to finance the jn’ojeet from loans when raised. Meanwhile it 
is projiosed to make as luueh ]»rogres.s with the construction of the 
building as |)ossil>le during this year with iiind> now available." 

If this is a project which it is tlie object of the Government to 
provide for from loans, 1 cannot understand why Government is trying 
to push forward tliis scheme and sUirt construction of liuildings with 
money obtained In new taxation. Moreover, tliis is a scheme which is 
likely to involve an ex|ienditure of lakiis and lakhs. So I think we 
should not he committed to such a scheme wlien our financial position 
is at such a low' ebh. Let the Government first of all raise money by 
loans and then come forward wdth projKisals for financing such a scheme. 

The motion w'as then put and lost. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that the demand for 
Rs. 05,000 under head “ 41,— Civil Works— Sidieme 11 " be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000. 

This is the fourth time that I have got uj) in this Council to protest 
against this technical school which is going to he built somewhere in 
Corixiratioii vStreet. 1 have explained times without number that this 



1922 .] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


473 


school is merely taking up the work of the Calcutta technical evening 
school which gives some theoretical training to the apprentices of some 
engineering firms in aiul around Caleutta. For this work, Government 
ha8*to pa,y only Es. 2,000 a year now, and the main ex|)enses are met 
by these firms, whose apprentices get the Wnefit of this training. In 
pla^ of that, the Government now pro|K>ses to commit this (\)uncil to 
a capital expenditure of Es. 10 laklis and a recurring exjH^nditun* of 
Es. li lakhs. I seriously jvk the memliers of tliis Council if we ought 
to pay for a mere technical school, when we cannot find funds for 
embarking on a technological institute for the devcloimient of industries 
like ]xiper, sugar and other ’things, in spite of a resolution of this 
Council to have a technological scliool. Is it feasible, is it desirable 
that we should launch on tins heav\ exjHMiditure mendy to give theoreti- 
fc cal training to a])pr(‘ntices of soiw firms who liavc already undertaken 
that Work tor themselves, at a minimum cost to the Government ^ 1 

ho])e that the (\nnicil, hy accei>tiiig my motion, will put its foot down 
on this scheme. 

The Hon’dle the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The scheme foi' the establishment of a Technii'al School 
Ml Calcutta was laid before a irjiresentative (’oiiferenct‘ held at Govern- 
ment House in November, Ell If. hy Lord Eonaldshay. The projx>sal 
was to give a sound tlieondical training to the apprentices who are 
ivcfu’ving their |>racti(ul tiaining in the numerous worksho|)s in and 
aioiind (alculla, ^ntll tlu' object of turning out forcimm-nn^^dianics, 
and, in conjunction with the ( i\il Lnginecring (’oll(*gc, a limited num- 
ber of engiiHMMs. The ('onftuence a]»i>(unted a (’ommittei* with Sir 
Eajendra Nath Muhliaiji as its Pi'(*si(h‘nl , Li work out a scheme on 
these lines. The Ib'poit of the (\)mmitte<‘ was adoj^ted at a second 
m(*eting of thi* ( onfciTuicc, and, in accordance witli its r(*(*ommenda- 
tions, a site for the sclKsd was aiapiired in ( or]H>ration StnH‘t. Plans 
and estimates for a liuilding designed to accommodate hOO students 
immwliately and ca])at)lc of cx])ansion to accommodate 1,000 were then 
pre|>ared and approved In (lovernimuit. We are now ready to jinn-ccd 
with the work of building as soon as this grant is voted hy tlu^ (’ouncil. 

I can understand that some g(*ntlenH*n feel that we are beginning 
in too modest a way, and would like to see us launch into a scheme for 
a full-fledged Technological Institute at once. Hut I think the majority 
will agree that it is desirable to proceed slowly and surely. In laying 
the scheme for this scIkkA before the (Vmference, Lord Eonaldshay 
expressed the view tliat no firactical action had been taken for the 
establishment of a Technological Institute because the scheme was too 
ambitious. He urged the importance of making a modest hut practical 
beginning and pointed out that this Technical School was cafmblo 
of expansion and could he gradually deveIo[XHl into a Technological 
Institute. This future development of the school has not been lost 



474 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[31st Auq. 


sight of and the Director of Iiuliistries has been dirwded to draw up a 
scheme for its gradual expansion inlo a Technological Institute. 

In the meantime, the Technical School will afford education to 
a large number of appreniices which will fit them for well-paid posts 
in the engineering and railway workshops and it will thus assist in 
reducing unemployment among the middle class(‘s. 

I ther(*fore ask the Council to reject these motions. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I ask a question? 
The Ilnn’ble the Minister, in connection with a motion for the refusal 
of the grant re(|uir(‘d for erecting the boundary walls, said in July last ; 

All that I am asking for now is money to enable Government to comply 
with a re(|uiHition legallv issued by tin* ('alciitta C(>r}K)ration.’’ Fur- 
ther he said We have, therefore,' no cbf)ice but to comply with 
their reiiuisition.” It was evident, therefori*, that the Goverliment 
had no mind to ])roc(‘ed in this matt(‘r and what litth* was going to lie 
doiK* had to be done at the instanci* of the ('alcutta (\)rporation. The 
(juest ion , therid'oro 

Mf, J. A. Li SWAM'i May 1 rise to a point of order? Is liai Ilaren- 
dranath (Jiaudhuri to sjieak for a second time? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; I simply wanted to know 
whether the atlitinb* of the (iov(‘rnm(‘nt has chang(‘d in tin* matter. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. H, E. Spry): T he demand of Rs. (if), 0(H) d(K‘s not incliuh* the cost 
of the wall. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (to Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri): 

You had better sit down. 

The motions of Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri and Rabu Indu Bhushan 
Dutta w(M’e then put and lost. 

The original demand that a sum of Rs. 2,30,734 be granted for 
pxi)enditure under head “ 41.— (3vil Works ” was then put and agreed 
to. 


46.— Stationery and Printing. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of Rs. 4,281 be 
granted for ex|H*nditure under head “ 4C. — Stationery and Printing.^’ 

This relates to an enterprise of my IIonTde Colleague, the Minister 
for Education. He wishes to supply some of his young friends with 
ink— Government ink— my ink, and therefore it is my duty to lay this 
demand before the Council. The Hon’ble the Minister says that his 
young friends will i>ay for the ink, so I have no objerdion. If any 
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members require any further parficulars, the Hoii’ble the Minister will 
supply them. 

The following motions, vstanding in the names of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Haq and Babu Surendra Narayan Sinha resiH'ctively, were in the abstuice 
of the members, deemed to have been withdrawn : — 

i^That the demand for Rs. 4,281 under head ‘46. — Stationery and 
Printing — Scheme 1 ’ be refused.’' 

“ That the demand for^Bs. 4,281 under head ‘ 46. — Stationery and 
Printing — Scheme 1 ’ be reduced by half.” 

The original demand was then put and agreed to. 

47,— Miscellaneous. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: 1 move that a sum of Rs. 1,800 1 h' 
granted for exjHUiditure under head ” 47. — Misctdlaneous.” 

This is also an eiiter)>nse of the llon’ble Mr. Mitter relating to an 
Education Department (’omniittee at l)ac(‘a. As jirovision has to be 
made underMhis particular head for the (’ommittee’s imjuiry, it falls 
ui)on me to move this resolution. 

The meinlHU’ being absiuit, the bdlowing motion, standing in the 
name of Rai Dr. llaridhan Dutt Bahadur, was deemed to 1 k» with- 
drawn : — 

” That the demand tor Rs. 1,800 under head ‘ 47. — Miscellaneous — 
Scheme 1 ’ be ivfused.” 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that the demand for 
Rs. 1,800 under h(‘ad ” 47 — Miscellaneou.s — Scheme 1,” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

This is a motion for jnotesting against the formation of this 
Committee. I do not lik<» to mention the names of members of this 
Committee*, but 1 should like to |K>int out to the House that 1 know* 
about .some of them, and I have yet to know what juirticular claim they 
can have to know alKiut vocational education and things of that kind. 

1 may tell a stoiy in this Council which will ex|dain my ni(*aning more 
fully. Only a few days ago, a meiding of this vocational committee 
was held at Dacca and a friend of mine, lately returned from Oerma/iy 
and England and an ex])ert in technical matters, was at Dacca at that 
time. On a certain morning, one of tlie memlK'rs of the (‘ommittrH^ 
came in a hurry to mv friend and said: ” We have a meeting of the 
vocational committee to-day — can >ou .suggest something to me? I 
do not know what to suggest, can you give me some tips?” If this 
class of memlMU’s are allowed to sit on the vocational education (com- 
mittee, I am sorry for our young men and I am afraid their future is 
very uncertain indeed. 1 think the Hon’ble the Minister should really 
take in some members who know something about vocational education. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: I am very glad that my hon’ble 
friend, Balm Iiidu Bhushan Dutta, has taken this opi)ortunity of bringing 
this fo^jt lo the notice of this House and through it to the public. This 
apprehension has been repeated so often and I have been trying to 
explain this matter so often that I welcome this ojiportunity of making, 
a further explanation. Many of my friends think— and amongst tjjem 
my friend, Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, is one — that if you have to work 
out a scheme of vocational education we must have an expert. Suppos- 
ing we have an exjHut in mechnical engineering in the committee and 
if that committee is considering an agricultural sclieme, will that 
gentleman be of any assistance? It that committee is again consider- 
ing medical education, will an agricultural ex})ert Ix" of any use there? 

If that committee is to deal with the question of civil engineering, will 
the medical genthunan be of any use? It stands to reasons that we ^ 
cannot have an exp(‘rt who is exiHU't in all things, but we have provided 
tor t(‘clniical advic(‘ as will be seen from the published resolution. The 
committ(‘e has iho ]>ower to co-opt other memlKU’s for th(» consideraticui 
of {iny particubu' (juestion, for instance, wluui the committee ('onsiders 
the question of mechanical engine(‘ring I am sure Babu Tndu Bhushan 
Dutta’s friend, who has lat(*ly returned from Euroj)e, Mr. S. K. Dutta 
may veiy well be co-oj)ted as a member. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA! 1 did not miuition any names. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: But I k now th(‘ facts all (he saim*. 

In agricultural matters 1 dare say the commit te(‘ will c(H)])i some j>er- 
Hons who know something about that subject and so on. Th(‘ ('ommittei' 
does not purjH)rt to consist solely of exjHuts, but it juirports to consist 
mainly of imui carrying on educational activiti(‘s in Dacca and provi- 
sion for utilising exjx'rt knowledge is ])rovided for in the residuton. 1 
think that this explanation will satisfy the hon’ble membei and that he 
will see that there is no ])oint for criticism. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA; In view of the fact that the 
Hon’ble the Minister has accepted my suggestion that the experts should 
have some voice in the committee 1 beg leave to withdraw mv lesolu- 
tion. 

The Hon’ble Mr P. C. MITTER: T mcepted that view’ long before 
my friend made his criticisms. It w’as a jiart of the resolution which 
huvH been published. 

The motion of Babu Tndu Bhushan Dutta w'as then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

"~^he original demand that a sum of Hs. 1,800 lie granted for expen- 
ditua* under head “ 47.— Miscellaneous ” was then put and agreed to.' 
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Additional Domands for Grants. 

Expendituro in England— High Commissioner, 

Tho Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: 1 nu.ve that a sum of Rs. 6,750 
granted for exin-nditure under head “ Exinuiditure in England— High 
Oo1(fhii.s.si()ner.” 

This is on acrount of ascertain si'holar.shi]>-hol(ler wlio is undergoing 
training in England. Tlie Iligli CominisMioner has reeounnende<t the 
extension of his seholarshii) for four months more in order to enahle 
him to complete hi.s praetiiail training. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

22.— General Administration. 

Tlie Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I move that smns of 
Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 4,000 lie iraiist(‘rn‘d from li(‘ad “ 22 - -General 
Administration — (^ivil Secretariat ” to the head “ 40. — Rxchan^^e on 
Transactions with London ” and to the estimate of the Secretary of 
State, for payment of Rs. (1,000 a.s outfit and Noya^^e t'xpmises to tho 
Ilon’lde Mr. ]I. K. A. ('otton, who has been ap]H)inted President of the 
Benjfal Legislative Louncil. 

This sum has been ^'ranted by His Excellency the (lovtTiior to the 
Ifon’ble Mr. (\>lton who has b(‘en appoin((‘d President of this ('haniber 
for Ills outfit and voya^^e ex|)t*n.ses. It is an ordinarv incnhuice of hi^di 
appointimoils of tliis kind made in En^dand. A .lud|^n‘ of the llii^ht'ouil 
wIhmi aj)]K>inted in En^dand receives 1*400 aN his outfit and eiiuijumuil 
exjKMises. A (Governor of a Province wluui ajijMiinted in En^dand n‘ceives 
a sum to 1 k‘ fixed by the Secretary of State as Ins outfit exjumses 1 
believe the Bishop of Calcutta also ^^ets this. Tlit^ ]>i(Ml(M*essor of the 
Hon’ble Mr. (’otton received no such allowance biu'ause he was 
ap]M)inted in India and in no ca.se is this ^‘iven wliiui tlie apjioinU 
merit is made in India. The cost is meant to cover exjM*nses wlien 
moving from one country to anotlxM’ country. The only jnissible 
reason that I can see foi any oii])osition to this is th(^ argument that as 
it was not done in the casi^of the Hon’ble Mr. f’otton’s predecessor why 
should the Council be asked to pay this now. The sum has Inum fixed by 
the Governor and it was fixed by him after the Council had adjourned on 
the last occasion. It had to bp fixed and had to be paid in as a part 
of the arrangement for the afipointment, and His Excellency the Governor 
has now placed it befoi*e the (Vmncil. I trust, therefore, that the 
members who have sent in a motion for refusal will see their way to 
withdraw it and let the House gracefully mr*et the demand. 

Babu INOU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that the additional demand 
for the transfer of Rs. (),0(K) as outfit and voyage expenses to 
the Hon'ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton lie refused. 
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I must confess that it is a most delicate and difficult matter to have 
to move an amendment of this nature. I yield to none in my anxiety for 
the di^^nity of the Council, and it is farthest from my thoughts to criticise 
the personal aspect of a demand, which touches the dignity of the new 
President of this Council. 

If a non-Indian President had to be selected — though I do no^jee 
why it was necessary at all, there are i>lenty of able nuui in Bengal— 
I am sure that no better seh‘ction could hare been made than that of 
the al)le son of that great friend of India, Sir Henry Cotton. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: May I rise to a point of 
order? Is th(‘ boii’ble member in order in discussing the personal aspect 
of the (juestion ? 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I shall not go into the personal 
aspect. Whni 1 should like to jjrotest against is the principle under- 
lying this demand. 1 understand it is an unwritien cusiom, that when 
you import oflicers from England, you have to pay for their outfit. Well, 
I shall not take advantage of to-day’s debate to attack that custom; 
T shall have occasion enough to protest against that in my resolution 
al)oui the Tndianisation of the Services, next session. But, what 1 do 
want to say is this, that, it was the clear duty of the Government to 
ask this (kiuncil befor(‘ the money was actually ])aid out. 1 protest 
against this system of ])aying the money first, and coming to the Council 
aftei'wards. It was wtdl-knowm to the (ioviM'iiment as soon as the llon’ble 
Mr. Cotton was apiKiinted that according to the unwritten custom just 
mentioned by me, it would be reijuired to pay Ins outfit. Then, why did 
not the (lovernment bring this up at the Lily session? Even now, there 
are yet more than two months more before he can come out; why, then 
did not the Government wait till this .session was over? Sir, this is 
not the first occasion, when Government has spent the money first and 
come to the (’ouncil afterwards. If that lie the system approved by the 
Government, then why come to the (\nincil at all? Because you have 
the power of restoration of grants, is it fair to treat this Council wdth 
such scant courtesy? I .say, do not make this Council a bigger farce 
than you can help. 1 sincerely trust that the Hon’ble the Member will 
assure us that Government wdll not treat us like this in the future. 

As regai'ds the transfer of funds from the saving of the jw of the 
ministerial staff, 1 think it is the cruelest cut of all. From what I 
know of the Hon’ble Mr. Cotton, he would be the first to join with me in 
protesting against tliis source of money. While the poor ministerial 
officers have lieen vainly trying to make both ends meet, the Finance 
Di^partment is trying to go back on the resolution of this Council, 
may even on the report of the McAlpin Committee by issuing circular 
after circular that ministerial officers who have served in Eastern and 
Western Bengal .should not have their services counted-— 
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Tho Hon’blo Sir JOHN KERR: I ri.se to a point of order. Is this 
relevant to the matter of the Hon’hle Mr. Ootton's outfit allowaneef 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 .submit it is relevant for the 
amount has been taken from the budget allotments for ministerial 

Th6 Hon’ble Sir JOHN^KERR: i cun assure the memlHM* that not a 
sing^le ineinlHU’ of th(‘ niinisteriul stafl will t^et a pU'e h‘ss owiiiir to 
this. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I am very ^.^lad of this assurance, 
but what we wanted was that this sum mij^fht have been takiui fr»>m 
some otlu’r head. 

Rllja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: I am ^^lad (hat my 
friend has not alluded to th(‘ per.sonal as|>ec( (»t the a]>|K)ii!tim*nl . but has 
based his motion on ^ndunds oi economy and [irinciple. Only yiLsterday 
my friend comidaiiuMl (hat lelrenchment has into the brains of some 
IHM'sons. Well, I am Vfoy ^rlad that my friend has s]KiH‘d the President- 
designate of what 1 ma\ describe as a foretaste of (he retreiu hment. 
Ilowevei that may be, 1 trust that my friend will In* |)h*ased to with- 
draw his resolution and let th(‘ onjrinal motion be passiul bv the 
(\)uncil. 

Bsbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: T am ready to witlidraw my 
motion, but may I ask the llon’blh the MiuhImu’ to an assuraiue that 
in future monev ^\ill not be sjient before the (juestion is befoie the 
(Wncil ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I do not think it is jKissible 
for me to ^ 3 :ive that assurance. 

The motion of Babu Tndu Bhushan Dutta was, by leave of the (kmncil, 
withdrawn. 

The orij^inal demand was then put and agreed to. 


24.— Administration of Justice. 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 move that a sum of Rs 1.887 
be transferred fiom the head “ 24. — Administration of Justice — Ibesi- 
dency Ma^^nstrates’ Courts ” to the head “ 41.— Civil Works ” on account 
of works in connection with the accommodation of the Traffic Court at 
Bankshall Street. 

This is only a formal matter. This is a ravin^^ effected % our 
Pfivinjf up the buildin^^ we had Uiken on lease for accommo«latinff 
the Traffic Court as we have now decided that the Traffic (!ourt 
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should sit in Bankshall Street as we have found that it can be 
accommodated there. 

The motion was put and ujfreed to. 

32.— Medical. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I move that 
a Hinn of Ks. 6,000 under the head “ d2.— Medical-Medical Schools 
and (!ollejres— Salaries of Professors, etc., Medical Collej'e, Non-voted,” 
he transferred from non-voted to voted to meet the salary of Dr. Tarak 
Nath Sur, Officiating Profes.sor of l^athology, Medical College, Calcutta, 
and Bacteriologist to (lovernment. 

This is really a very formal matter. Dr. Sur is a non-I.M.S. officer 
officiating in an apjwiintmeni which is reseiwed for l.M.S. officers. 
Therefore, liis salary is to he voted and he drew a less salary than what 
an l.M.S. officer tlid. Therefore, there is a saving and 1 beg that this 
sum may he granted hv the House. 

The motion was juit and agreed to. 


35.— Industries. 

The Hon’bie the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: 1 move tliat a sum of Its. 2(),d()2 he transferred from 
“ j{5. — Industri(‘s — Industrial Kducation to “41. — Civil Works tor 
the construction of Mining Lecture Halls at Itaniganj and Sitarampur 
and quarters for the Assistant lecturers at thc.sc jdaces. 

The scheme is not a new one. Money was provided for it in last 
year’s budget. Cnfortunatety, owing to delays in the land acquisition 
pmceedings, little progress could he made in the construction of the 
buildings last year, and the Imlk of the exi)enditure will have U) lie 
met this year. The jirinted note which has Immui circulated explains how 
we have arranged to find the money, and I ask the ( ouncil k) approve 
of the transfer. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


41.— Civil Works. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; 1 move that a sum of Bs. 2,00,000 be granted under 
“ 4i.-_-(qvil Works ’’ for construction of public offices' for the district 
of Noakhali Ht Maijdi. 
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The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed 
to be withdrawn: — 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the supplementary demand 
for Rh. 2,00,000 under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works ’ for the construction 
of public offices at Maijdi (Noakliali^ be reduced by Rs. 50,000.’* 

^he original demand was put and agreed to. 


43.— Famine Relief and Insuranoe. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs 1 move that a sum of Rs. 20,000 under “ 4Ji. — Fatnine 
Relief and Insurance ” he transferred from non-voted to voted to meet 
exixmditure in connection with the flood operations. 

The printed memorandum gives the reason for which 1 ask this amount 
and I need not add anything further. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Prorogation 

The DEPUTY«PRE8I DENT S Gentleim'ii, 1 luivi* hecui desired by 
His Excell(*nc\ the Governor (o annoumv that he has been pleased to 
prorogue the Council. 

The members then disjKUsed. 


B. 8. Prtti-10-I019‘’2— 17WJ-1,606— F.T. R and othert. 
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